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Editorials

This is undoubtedly the most naive editorial you
will read about the rioting at Columbia University:

Newsweek (May 6) reported: “In the office of [ Co-
lumbia President] Kirk some students...broke into
his stock of liquor and cigars...” But are they really
to blame for imitating their seniors? If the foremost
person of such a great university is engaged in smok-
ing and drinking, it is hardly to be wondered at that
his students tend toward licentiousness and disrespect,
A teacher ought to be a paragon of the virtues he ex-
tolls, or at least ardent in his efforts. (And, what’s
more, he ought to be extolling virtue. ) Whenhe is him-
self immoral (and drinking liquor is every bit as im-
moral as smoking marijuana), then he can hardly be
expected to elevate those under his charge.

The present state of chaos in education throughout

the world is no more thanthe natural result of the aims’

(or, rather, aimlessness) of the modern educational
system. And this is no more than a reflection of the
aimlessness of today’s civilization. On paper, in text
books, it would seem that Mankind has just about
reached the penultimate peak of knowledge, pleasure,
comfort, security and power that he has ever known
throughout countless millennia of evolutionary exist-
ence. And what we may call the older generation (those
who lived through the Depressionand fought the Second
World War) are certain that this is so. Only the young,
who are naive enough to wonder why their elders don’t
live up to the pretty ideals they preach, and why their
lives are actually wretched and unhappy, seem to re-
cognize the facts.

For although modern civilizationisa boomon paper,
it’s a bust in practical terms. Even the naked primi-
tives of the forest and desert are happier than modern
civilized man, and it would be difficult to find an era
anywhere in history as full of discontent as this one.
Life carried on simply for the unlimited gratification
of material and temporary senses is not worth living,
and has no capacity to satisfy the intelligent human
being. Without a transcendental purpose—without a
direction toward final answers, toward the eternal and
the Absolute—the human mission must always go un-
fulfilled, and human desire mustalways stand unsatia-
tedandrestless. Life notdevoted to eternal fulfillment
can only be devoted to death as its ultimate goal.

Civilization must serve the higher purposes of hu-
man life if it is not to decline into bestiality. And edu-
cation must be made to lead the young members of
society upward toward perfection in self-knowledge—
inother words, toward the confrontation with, and love
of, God. Unlessthese conditionsare met and accounted
for—unless the schools canbe elevated above the stan-
dard of factories for producing factory workers—both
education and civilization will continue to degenerate
to the lowest stages of disorder, ineffectiveness and

hopelessness.

And, above all, the men who govern and control
education ought at least to be required to keep their
personal lives free of vice and corruption, and should
themselves be engaged in the higher pursuitsof human
consciousness. Or is there a double standard for stu-
dents and teachers? Or are we so debased today that
we don’t expect austerity from those who claim the
respect and hold the positions of austere men? Or is
the “advancement” of the human condition just an ad-
vertising slogan?

The aimlessness of materialistic civilization is
again nicely demonstrated in the rising crime rate so
much in today’sheadlines inthe United States. It seems
never to occur to those who worry about these things
that, instead of spending millions more on police to
crush, and settlement houses to palliate, they might
better direct their energies toward making more sen-
sible laws.

Itis the Law that makes criminals by defining what
is right and what is wrong, what is legal and illegal.
The present abominable state of near-chaos and utter
disrespect for law and order is the result of stupid,
impractical statutes created by businessmen for the
sake of keeping and evolving nothing more than eco-
nomic prosperity. But human life is meant for more
thanamassing bank balances, drinking Coke and staring
dumbly at a television screen. Human life must target
its energies upon the loving service of God if it is to
be rewarding and happy. And if the laws of society dis-
regard the Supreme Lord and the principles of religion,
and ignore this single valid aim of civilization, then
they can never be practical or successful.

Man cannot live as a dot on a statistical chart. Man
cannot live as a mere economic unit, acting the role
of an ant in a hill. Unless the deeper, more genuine
and, ultimately, far more pressing need of man—the
need to approach and know God, the Absolute Truth—
can be fulfilled, then society will not be stable. And
any attempt to regulate society simply for the sake of
good business, though it may seem practical, will
never work,

A note on yogis:

Those who are engaged in spending sums of money
for Yoga lessons, private mantras, meditation courses
and the like should stop at least once a day and ask
themselves what it’s all about. What is Yoga? What is
its goal? If you don’t know, then you must not know
what you’re doing, or what youw’re paying for.

The real Yoga system, as it comes down to us from
the sages of ancient India, was meant to lead the prac-
titioner to the stage of Samadhi, or trance, the mind

(continued after next page)



This man has chan ged the
history of the world

Do you know him?

He’s A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, the Acharya (Holy Teacher) from India, who came to the U. S.
in 1965 and touched off a major revolution.

The Swami’s revolution affects not the external things of the world. It strikes at the very root of
being—at consciousness. He has called his movement Krishna Consciousness.

You owe it to yourself to know what A. C. Bhaktwedanta Swami is saying to the people of Amerlca
and India. These are his writings:

Enoncef heldes 4 ON CHANTING THE
SXEGHTAD Q12X ESSENCE OF THE VEDAS: HARE KRISHNA MANTRA

The Maha or Hare Krishna Mantra has been found
on the lips of the leaders of the new generation
movements in East and West alike; it has been
called the “Hippie anthem;"” and it has been ex-
plained endlessly—and always ina ately. Here
the Swami, who first delivered the chant to the
West, explains the real meaning and purpose of
the Hare Krishna Mantra. price: 25¢

BHAGAVAD GITA AS ITIS

Every serious student of Yoga, Transcendental Medi-
iation and the mystic sciences of the Orient looks to
the Bhagavad Gita as the single imperative item on
his bookshelf, Findoutwhat the Swami, whose trans-
lation of the Gita will be published by Macmillan Co.
in October, 1968, hasto say about this Scripture and
Its immortal, urgent message. price: 50¢
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ISKCON Press Name
243 East Tenth Street Address
New York City, 10003

= TWO ESSAYS
Sanity, self, society—andhow to
perfect them. Mantra Yoga, the
scientific writings of the great
Hindu mystics, and the eternal
pleasure principle. price: 50¢

Dear sirs,
Enclosed is my check {money order) for $ . Please send me the

publications indicated:

[0 Two Essays—50¢
[ Bhagavad Gita

Postage paid. Not re- As It Is—50¢
sponsible for cash stolen [ On Chanting the
or lost in mail. Foreign Hare Krishna

orders add 20%. Mantra—25¢
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having been fixed upon God in the Form of Four -Armed
Narayana within the heart. The aim is to break all at-
tachment with the bodily concept of life, and to identify
oneself correctly as a pure, spiritual living entity,
rather than as a product of material Nature. This is
self-knowledge, or self-realization. It is a very diffi-
cult stage to attain, and impossible for one whose mind
is concentrated on losing weight, retaining or increas-
ing virility, achieving good health, or developing some
occult powers.

At one time, the men of the Western world made
their ways to the East—some in order to loot it, some
to preach religion there. Now the trend seems to be
reversed, but modern values being what they are, it’s
difficult to know the exploiters from the missionaries.
Before paying out hard-earned money or giving away
precious time, be discriminating, and examine what
you’re going into. If the goal is not pure consciousness,
Krishna or God Consciousness, then it is not Yoga, but
nonsense.

2

ON THE COVER
The Battle of Kurukshetra

Modern historians differ as to the age of the various
Vedic Scriptures, but the Scriptures themselves seem
to agree that they were formally compiled five thou-
sand years ago. Vyasadeva, the greatest of great
sages, took the vast and voluminous teachings of the
Absolute, which had been handed down by word of
mouth since time beyond measure, and committed
everything to writing for the benefit of modern man.
It is onthis literature that the Hindu religions of later
times have been based. One of the more important of
the works thus handed down to usisthe Mahabharata,
the chronicle of the lastages of Earth up to the com-
mencement of the present era, called Kali Yuga, or
the Age of Dissension.

The most significant event in the previous age was
the Appearance of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krishna,
upon this planet, and the display by Him of His eternal
Qualities, Pastimes, and Paraphernalia. Among His
other acts, the Lord took part in the Kurukshetra War
as Charioteer for His beloved friend Arjuna, and it
is engaged in this activity that He is pictured on this
month’s cover.

Unwilling to take the partof an active combattant,
Sri Krishna offered to lend His army to one side in
the conflict, and His Personal friendship to the other.
Arjuna’s enemies chose God’s energy, while the de-
voted Bowman chose God’s friendship. This is a les-
son to Mankind, one he seems never to comprehend:
for it was Arjuna who triumphed at Kurukshetra, after
eighteen days of bloody fighting. Thus the great de-
votee broke the power of the atheist King Duryodhana,
and established the just reign of his own brother,
Yudhisthira.

Yudhisthira’s nephew, Maharaj Parikshit, was the
last ruler of this world before the onset of Kali Yuga.
In a sense, the Battle of Kurukshetra marked the real
ending of Dwapara Yuga, the Middle Age, though the
virtues of both Yudhisthira and his nephew staved off
the darkness for some time.

More important than the Battle or the flux of the
Ages of Earth, however, is the transcendental mes-
sage of love, devotion, peace and supreme glory which
is revealed in the great dialog between Krishna and
Arjuna which took place just before the onset of the
fighting. This dialog is called The Bhagavad Gita.
This is the science of the Eternal, which the Lord
chose to deliver in this fashion at Kurukshetra, and
one who studies this science, like Arjuna, will know
“opulence, victory, extraordinary power, and mora-
lity, ” and will stand beyond the clutches of Death. And,
again like Arjuna, the devotee by his love can engage
the Supreme Lord to steer him through all danger.
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= CHE PASSING AWAY OF BHISMA = |

AS RECOUNTED IN THE MOST PERFECT RIPENED FRUIT OF
ALLVEDIC LITERATURE -— SRIMAD BHAGWATAM . ..

FOR ADEATHBED
BHISMA HAS ONLY

| THE ARROWS THAT
HAVE PIERCED HIS
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A A 5000 vears Aco, AT THE CLOSE 0F THE
'} ESE|  BLOODY BATTLE OF KURUKSHETRA

/ BHISMADEV, ONE. OF THE GREATEST
AUTHORITIES ON KRISHNA CONSCIOUS- |
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JUST SEE HOW GREAT 15 Hrrehg=ihy
BHISMA! ONLY TOCATCH A~ LR il
GLIMPSE OF HIM, YOS AND NIRRT AW
SAINTS FROM MANY PLANETS l‘( L

HAVE. GATHERED HERE!

EVEN THE SUPREME LORD--
KRISHNA HIMSELF =~ HAS COME
T0 PAY RESPECTS/
ALTHOUGH HE (S 60D, HE APPEARS
NOW AMONG US
AS QUR FAMILY MEMBER/

WRITTEN by SATSVARUPA DAS BRAHMACHARY
TLLUSTRATED by JADURANY DV DASI
LETTERED by JIAGOVINDA DAS BRAHMACHARY
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“T0 ASSURE HIS MAHATAN

DEVOTEE, KRISHNA APPEARS IN HIS

4~ ARMED FORM AS NARAYAN, CONTROLLER OF THE COSMO0S...

KRISHNA 1S THE CHARIOT DRIVER OF
ARTUNA, BHISMA'S ENEMY--AND

f- ‘Lx‘:‘?“ R ;

CHARIOT DRIVER 71
KRISHNAISGOD! YET SEE
HOW HUMBLY HE ACTS--
JUST TO PLEASE
HI5 DEVOTEES

~ Erp
) A 3
ALL GLORIES ‘ ;
T0 BHISMADEY !
PLEASE
ACCEPT MY
0BEISANCES/
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4 STILL HE PAYS RESPECTS TO
& THIS GREAT WARRIOR /

WONDERFULTHAN T CAN

7S

0 MOST EXALTED LORD,
BY YOUR PRESENCE ALONE T
HAVE LOST ALL BODILY PAIN/

BUT==NOW I AMAT THe
VERY BRINK OF DEATH/

IFGOD 1S HUMBLE
10 HIM, THEN BHISMA'S
FAME {5 EVEN MORE

IMAGINE !

AND 50 T BEG YOU--LET ME
SEEYOUASYOU WERE -—
PIERCED BY ARROWS FROM MY BOw/
WERE THEY NOT LIKE THE
BITINGS OF YOUR SWEETHEART
[N THE JOYS OF LOVE PLAY?

TO FACE YOU IN BATTLE AS
AN OPPONENT WAS MY HIGHEST
PLEASURE ANDGLORY/

“KINDLY STAY BY ME NOW-- AND LET ME
SEEYOU AS YOU WERE AT KURUKSHETRA-=
| THE CHARIOT DRIVER OF ARTUNA !

DRAWJ UP MY CHARIOT,
| O KRISHNA-==50 THAT T MAY

YOUR FORMER MILITARY

THERE [5 BHISMA,
YOUR GRANDFATHER |
THERE 15 DRONA,

TEACHER!

(H LTITENTTR jEE [JJHOM} AM FIGWING"- | ﬁﬁ%gﬁ;s
Auisinintiznes ;AND wHA EJRSTREMGTH |5' THE. KINE’! !
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54”%"5%};@ & LORDKRISHN §
ANDT & 5POINTING US out!
DO YOU SEE HiM~-
HIS BODY THE.COLOR

WHAT ARE YOU
SAYING, BHISMA?
WE MUST MOVE OUR
FORCES-~AT ONCE /




LATER, AFTER THE / £VERYONE KNOWS QUR ARMY i I -
DAY'S FIGHTING... / WOULD BE ALREADY DESTROYED YSSS %ﬁg,é_ ﬁfgg c p{\%véumm
BUT FOR YOU! YOU ALONE ARE MY ARROWS LJHICH WILL SEAL
THE FATE OFARTUNA
AND HIS BROTHERS !

EIGHTING FORCE ! AND YET-~T SENSE YOUR REAL

AFFECTION POES NOT LIE ON OUR SIDE/ ONLY
POLITICAL ENTANGLEMENT FORCES YOU T0
FIGHT YOUR BELOVED ARTUNA!
YES=-AND I FEAR YOUR SﬁF;}TOHESRT
IS HOLDING YOU BACK FRO U TN THE MORNING,
FULL FIGHTING STRENGTH! RETURN me&“ TOME,
AND--BY TOMORROW “
NIGHT-=THEY WILL
REST IN THE
HEARTS OF THE
PANDAVA BROTHERS !

YOU SPEAK
FALSELY,
DURYODANA |
YOU
INSULTME !
K ATLAST! T HAVE
GIVEN RISE TO THE GREAT

- PLEASE,,
GRANDFATHER BHISMA!
MY oNLY

T NOW HOLD THE VERY LIVES
OF MY ENEMIES IN MY HANDS !

|
WARRIOR'SRAGE ! AND THUS -~ 3

IS GRAVE-~AND T
WOULD SPEAK OF IT
TO DURYODANA--
YOURKING |

CONCERN--
ARt
;)_'jS?-._{,- oy —‘r ] A, \-2 :
HOWEVER, THAT NIGHT-=AS WAS THE / Qﬁfgﬁ/f \\\Q.\ T A

¢ i S, b ValP iy A

247 \ Yorine el T NAY,KIND
J Y Do Ao/ WARRIOR! TONIGHT

MY PURPOSE

WILL YOU FEAST

WITHUSTHIS NIGHT=--
ERE DAWN COME AND
FINDUS FOES
AGAIN?

CUSTOM IN THOSE CHIVALROUS DAYS..

BEHOLD--THE VALIANT
ARTUNA COMES
TOVISITIN

OUR g’
‘é "?ﬁ e
KING DURYODANA?
THEN--FOLLOW

©/
e
A HAILTO YOU,
/ f MIGHTY-ARMED
T U BOWMAN/
/ - A
\\)\Q ;'I




MOMENTS DURYODANA ==
LATER... T HAVE COME TO WHY, YES! T Re-
REMIND YOU OF A FAVOR MEMBER MY PROMIS
=Y T YOU ONCE. PROMISED WHAT IS [T
TO GRANTME!

H?
S \JKOU WISH?

i e

THAT YOU TURN OVER TO ME
FIVE SPECIAL ARROWS

WHICH T KNOW

Z2n_YOU NOW POSSESS !

600D CUSIN
0 N

7 {//7/

MY WORD--HERE--TAKE
THE PRIZED SHAFTS!

AND THEN, WHEN MORNING CAME.... | | THOUGH HE HAS

~

ITISBY
THE TRICKERY OF
LORD KRISHNA
THAT THOSE ARROWS

WERE TAKEN/
BUT--MY PROMISE
OF VIOLENCE UPON

THE PANDAVAS

REQUIRES NO
SPECIAL WEAPONS/!

WHO CAN BLOCK
THE FURY OF MY
ATTACK? NONE--

SAVE LORD

KRISHNA HIMSELF/

\4

PROMISED NOT
TO TAKE A
FIGHTING PART
IN THE BATTLE~

~HEWILL HAVEW\

TAKE UP ARMS =~
IF HE TRULY WISHES
TO SPARE. ARTUNA/

THEOLD LION [SAN
ENTIRE PHALANX
BY HIMSELF!

ONE FIGHTING GENERAL
IS WORTH A HUNDRED
SLEEPING RASCALS!

RUN HOME
BOYS--AND TELL
ARJUNA HE IS

DOOMED/

A
HERE--TASTE HE'S
THE WRATH NOTHING CAN STOPHIM/ / LEADING
OF A STRAIGHT
WARRIOR ! FOR ARTUNA'S
CHARIOT!

IF T HAVE

FAME AS A
WEAPON-
WEILDER...

NOW LET
ME HITTHE
ULTIMATE
TARGET!

EVER EARNED




AND, AS T BATTLED ON.... 5

You DOLTS !
YOU FORGET THAT,
HE ISTHE
SUPREME PERSON
--GOD HIMSELF/
HE CANNOT PE.
TRULY HARMED/

IT15ALL BUT A
SUBLIME PLAYING=-THE
PASTIME OF THE LORD -=BY
WHICH THE DEVOTEE. ($ PLEASED!

ARTUNA~~
Now

YOU MUST

DIE!

LAY ON MIGHTY
GRANDFATHER--AND
WE SHALL SEE WHO
DIES AND WHO LIVES!

KRISHNA
MUST KEEP
HI5 WORD NOT
TOFIGHT

AND YET--

HE HAS PROMISED
TO ALWAYS
PROTECT H|5
DEVOTEES!

AS FOR BHISMA--MY Vow/
IS MADE ! ONLY HE
CAN STOP ME NOw !

THOUGH YOU BE
NO UNWORTHY
WARRIQR, ARTUNA-~
NOW BREATHE
YOUR LAST !

KRISHNA !
I SHALL SLAY
{ YOUR DEVOTEE!

BEHOLD YOU! LORD KRISHNA
IS TAKING UP A WEAPON /

W J/ / BUT--HE

f@‘ HAS PROMISED

! NOT 0 LEND
i

HIS STRENGTH
\ TOEITHER




60D
HAS BROKEN
HIS PROMISE!

GETASIDE,
ARJUNA!

LOOK! HE 1S

RUSHING FOR
BHISMA LIKE

- ALION

WISHES TO
FORCEMETO
PERSONALLY
FIGHT HIM! AND
SO ISHALL~-

j ¥ THOUGH T
i BREAK MY PROMISE
~-NEVER SHALLT
SEE MY DEVOTEE
CRUSHED!
i 0 BHISMA -=AS YOU =
AVE WISHED WITH ALL e/ Ves-~YeS!
YOUR HEART AND S0UL=-50 | S8y T SURRENDER! R\
I AM HERE--TOKILLYOU!| BR& 0LORD~-DO I i{'ﬁ A B
N  WHATEVER (P N\ ‘3

you

WANTEDTO

SEE HOW T

WOULD PROTECT
MY

DEVOTEE-- j=2 / |

\h 4

NOW/==~STOP
FIGHTING AT ONCE
--0RDIE!

A

N

_ S

YOU WISH
WITH ME!

7

ALL > AND--BECAUSE
GLORIES A - YOU HAVE SURREN-
TOYOU : DERED~-FROM
GREAT' " THIS DAY FORTH
BHISMA/ i YOU WILL ALWAYS

HAVE ME BEFORE
| /K \YOU IN MY PER-
LAY t SONAL FORM--

&)

QS

FOR YOU
HAVE ASPIRED~—
AS THE VERY DES
TINATION OF YOUR
LIFE--THATT
SHOULD COME
TO YOU!

i

R “YES! LET ME SEE THAT KRISHNA--WHO
‘Ag\\  CAME TOKILL ME WITH THE. SHATTERED

/J/} F v*\\iﬁ WHEEL , BREAKING HIS OWN PROMISE IN

J(W‘-.,w ORDER T0 SAVE HIS DEVOTEE! LET ME

| ) ﬁ) ')\\F SEE THE DIVINE LORD, BY WHOSE. MERCI-

v ) \ /" "FUL GLANCE ALL WHO DIED ON THAT GRIM
ETERNAL BLISS IN THE SPIRITUAL SKY!

|

BATTLEFIELD WERE LIBERATED, GAINING




“E(E 1S THE SELF-SAME LORD WHO--
BY THE S0UND OF HIS FLUTE - -
ATTRACTED THE DAMSELS OF BRATA, THE
(GOPIS, TO THE RASA DANCE INTHE
MOONLIGHT! AT THIS LAST STAGE OF MY
LIFE, I PRAY TO HAVE THE. MERCY OF THOSE
COPIS WHO WERE. AS ONE WITH THE LORD—
FOR LOVER AND PELOVED BECOME LIKE

EQUALS!"

AS YOGIS, WE CAN UNDER-

‘MERGING INTO THOUGHTS
STAND THAT BHISMA HAS

OF THE. LORD, AND FULL WITH ol

EIHS! gﬁﬂﬂg OSSAiEESSENCE, 88 ATTAINED A SPIRITUAL FORM-~

HIS LAST... N
2 ¥ ANDHEWILL
}Z—J TAKE PART WITH

{ THE LORD ETER=

SURELY=--BHISMA NALLY IN BLISS-
WILL NOT RETURNTO FUL AND

7~ N\ ALL=KNOWING

THIS MORTAL WORLD! HE
HAS WORSHIPPED LORD
KRISHNA AS THE ORIGIN OF
ALL LIFE, AND SO HE WILL
ATTAIN TO THE. TRANS-

CENDENTAL ABODE,
VAIKUNTHA?

HOW AWESOME
IS THE STATURE
OF MAHATJAN

BHISMA!

10



BHISMA [S FAMOUS AS BOTH WARRIOR AND
DEVOTEE THROUGHOUT THE UNIVERSES!
MEN AND DEMIGODS ALIKE APPEARAT
HIS PASSING, AND HONOR HIM BY
BEATING DRUMS--AND THEY DROP
RAINSTORMS OF FLOWERS IN THEIR
RESPECT FOR THIS GREAT DEPARTED
SOUL-- BHISMADEVA!
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“Book “Review

THE SAINT
WHO
WASN’T

SIDDHARTHA, a novel by Hermann Hesse; 153 pps; New Directions Books, $1.15.

SIDDHARTHA could only have been written by a European scholar, and even though the setting
is India, circa the start of the 5th Century B.C., and the characters areall Indians—and, in fact,
even though the Message and Meaning of the book are supposed to be timeless and without desig-
nation—every line and page seems to crackle with European Heaven, European Hell, European
misconceptions about both Vedic doctrine and Hindu everyday life, and above all, European
cynicism regarding “reality. ”

To begin with, Hermann Hesse’s conception of the Hindu era in which his characters live is
straight from an encyclopedia. There are, it would seem, two streams of religious or philoso-
phical thought through which Siddhartha wades during his lifetime: one is the polytheism of his
family and the established Brahminical order; the other is the impersonal “merging” into the
Absolute, dear to the ascetics. There is never a trace of Vaishnavism in SIDDHARTHA the book,
nor the least tendency toward worship of one Supreme Being within the heart of Siddhartha the
character. This is no small omission, for we must understand that Vaishnavism—the Devotional
Service of God—has always been and remains even today the mainstream of Vedic thought.

Except for scholars. The scholars have taken Sankaracharya as the greatest thinker in Vedic
history, and they have developed and lauded his theories regarding the impersonal, immutable,
undifferentiated nature of the Absolute with such fervor, that the people of the West—who are,
after all, at the mercy of the scholarly sect—have come to believe that Sri Sankara’s teaching is
THE Hindu philosophy. Other than the sublime impersonal, the scholars see only a bewildering
pantheon of “many gods, ” which seems to be such an annoyance to them that they’ve never
bothered to look into that “pantheon” very seriously or open-mindedly.

(continued)



Beginning with F. Max Muller, and even going back
before him, the prejudices and arrogances of the nar-
rowly scholastic community have filtered out the de-
votional aspects of Vedic culture in bringing the Sacred
texts of India to the West. And so it isn’t surprising
that Hermann Hesse—who clearly is an armchair mys-
tic—should seemingly know nothing of the monotheistic
sects which form the real living core of Hindu philo-
sophy; and if’s also not surprising that God the Person
barely gets a nod in Hesse’s book. This is, however,
a meter of the superficiality of the man’s “search” for
Truth—and the search of Siddhartha and the search of
Siddhartha’s creator can hardly be separated. Other-
wise, there would be no scope in a magazine of philo-
sophy for the review of a novel. We aren’t interested
here inaesthetics, style, or even imagery. We’re sim-
ply anxious to approach the Truth, the Absolute.

Why review SIDDHARTHA at all, then? The reason
is that the book has had a tremendous influence upon
people young and old—but especially young—who are
themselves in searchof Truth, or at least of something
better than hard-rock, aimless materialism. For Sid-
dhartha the character is a searcher, a discontent, a
wanderer, always anxious to find something final—
peace. (And isp’f that our old friend European War -
Weariness dominating Siddhartha’s thoughts? Maybe
not. We all do want peace, some way or other.) And
in this sense Siddhartha is very much representative
of modern man, and, far more, of modern youth.

Yet the book SIDDHARTHA is not writtenasa probe,
but rather as adogma. The dogma? Reject all dogmas.
And in this SIDDHARTHA the book fails to fulfill any
meaningful purpose inhuman society, andfailsfurther-
more in living up to the faith of those who may read it
with the hope of finding 2 direction there for them-
selves. For although, in his wanderings, Siddhartha
studies with forest mendicants, and encounters none
other than Lord Buddha Himself, he rejects them all
for a life of sin. The moral here may escape you, but
that’s only the half of it. The other half is that the au-
thor himself never really lets us in on what Lord Bud-
dha is teaching. There’sa great deal of talkabout how
He looks—holy fingers, holy hands, etc.—but hardly
more than the most superficial glance at His doctrine.
The same with the forest mendicants. Their teachings
are refuted, but never examined. How they look we are
told, and also how they suffer, but not what they be-
lieve in.

The real principle of spiritual understanding—Ilike
the pursuit, practically speaking, of any branch of
knowledge—~is to hear the teachings of a realized soul,
an expert. Knowledge is acquired by hearing. To walk
out of a classroom because a teacher doesn’t appear
to be knowledgeable would be an actofawiul folly. And
to accept or reject spiritual knowledge because some-
one looks “holy, ” or doesn’t, is also foolish. Yet this
is as far asHermannHesse lets us go inunderstanding

(continued)
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Dear Swamiji

I offer my respects unto the Lotus
Feet of my Spiritual Master,

Who is always herding cows

In Goloka Vrindaban with His
Dearmost Friend, Krishna.
Sometimes He is running barefoot
Through the forest chasing cows
And sometimes He is hiding behind
A tree waiting for Krishna to
Return with the spoils from
Mother Yasoda’s butter pots.

I offer my respects unto the Lotus
Feet of my Spiritual Master, Who is
Always thinking of what He can

Do in service of His Dearmost
Friend Krishna and never wanting
Anything in return.

Harsharani Devi Dasi

=TSO

KRISHNA'S DISHES

The woods are so dark and rich and deep
and calling me tonight. “Come out. Come out
of the temple and walk amidst our splendor,”
say the trees. The moon is a white sliver and
it rocks me back and forth: “Come out, come
out, come out and see the twinkling heavens.”
The sunset burnsthe hill it sets behind—so warm,
so golden. There has never been such a sunset
or such air. Have I ever smelled the air so pure
as on thisnight? So clear, so soft, sofragrant...
Ah, but I must wash some dishes for Krishna. ..
In that small task all the wonders of this night
are revealed to me. I am so fortunate to be
washing Krishna’s dishes...

Himavati Devi Dasi
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any philosophy but his own. Even the conversation be-
tween Siddhartha and Gotama Buddha isone-sided, and
all the Buddha really getsto say is to watch out against
being too clever. At least He looks perfect.

The plot of the book is simple if perplexing: Sid-
dhartha has a restless impulse to fulfill himself, and,
feeling that he’sexhausted the store of knowledge that
his father and home-town teachers can give him, he
sets off into the forest with a band of wandering ascetics.
After some time, this life also seems to be leading
him nowhere, and so he leaves the ascetics to go to
see Gotama Buddha, Whose reputation is at this time
stirring all India. But one look at the Buddha (looks
count for everything here, please remember), and
Siddhartha knows that he can only gain wisdom through
his own experience. Ina chapter which is oddly entitled
“The Awakening,” Siddhartha leaves the Buddha, and
then wanders off into—sin. Yes, having come to the
conclusion that he’s every bit as goodas Lord Buddha,
Siddhartha sinks into worldliness. There’s no mention
of the Buddha falling into worldliness, and the reader
is left to wonder where any equality between these two
can exist.

After a life of sensuousness, in which he accom-
plishes nothing, Siddhartha realizes how low he has
fallen, and leavesthis situation too. He comesat length
to a river, and to a ferryman who has apparently
reached perfection by listening to the gurgle of the wa-
ters. Here Siddhartha stays, and here he too reaches
“perfection.” _

Throdghout this book, beginning with the last sen-
tence of the very first paragraph, Siddhartha is con-
stantly having “awakenings, * as the author calls them.
Immediately afterward, however, Siddhartha drops
like a torpedo into sin and nonsense—*Sansara.” What
passed for an awakening to Herr Hesse was clearly his
own invention. That first paragraph says, for example,
that the hero “Already. . . knew howtorecognize Atman
within the depth of his being, indestructible, at one
with the universe. ” Casually, just like that. Again this
is a display of the author’signorance of the science of
the Absolute, for Atman is Self, and Siddhartha at this
point isonly a boy, and hasn’t evenyet begunhis search
for himself.

Nor, as he rolls into full gear, does he ever really
succeed in his quest. Leaving the Buddha, with that
assumption of equality betweenthem (a pretention never
once mitigated by a tinge of humility throughout this
book), Siddhartha goes, not to heaven, butto a harlot’s
bed. He falls into sin, and here the philosophy of Her-
mann Hesse really begins to reveal itself. Like Ras-
putin, he seemstohave felt that sin is good for a man.
As good as virtue, anyway. At the end, fully enlight-
ened, Siddhartha says (among a great many other un-
fortunate things): ... it seems to me that everything
that exists is good—deathaswellaslife, sin aswell as
holiness, wisdom as well as folly. ” “. .. It was neces-



sary for meto sin, ...I needed lust, ...I had to strive
for property. .. in order to learn to love the world...
to leave it as it is, to love it and be glad to belong to
it

Yes, you’re bhetter off just looking, just staying at
the surface, if you want anything “holy” out of this.
For, to follow this philosophy through, we must assume
that sinfulness teaches us—after some time, of course
—to “love the world. *” But, according to the great Tea-
chers whom Hesse is aping, loving the world was the
very cause of sin—and neither the one nor the other
has ever been highly esteemed by the Buddha, Lord
Jesus, Lord Chaitanya, or any other sacred Teacher
of validity. What’s more, by Herr Hesse’s definition,

we should assume that Adolf Hitler—the greatest sinner

of our time if ever there was a sinner—was really our
greatest saint, the world’s number one lover. Too bad
we didn’t know it at the time.

The idea that one can come to wholly accept the
world exactly as it is, and live peacefully in this way,
was not new with Hermann Hesse. Nor has the failure
of such a philosophy in practical terms discouraged
increasingly more men—today especially—to accept
this doctrine. Yet this is a concept of life which must
ever be wholly intellectual, for one who actually did
accept everything would have nothing {o say toanyone;
and if that were so, books like SIDDHARTHA would
never have come into existence, and we’d never have
heard of such a philosophy in the first place.

To help the world, tolive happily in this life or any
other, to live at all, one must act, and action means
discrimination between this and that, up and down, left
and right, good and evil. Those who have no capacity
to discriminate because of a lack of knowledge or of

real values on the Absolute platform, have two choices
to make: they can go with things, or pretend that it’s
all illusion. From the latter. Siddhartha goes to the
former state of consciousness, and readers of the book
may find themselves at a loss to figure out whether
anything was accomplished after all.

Indeed the (again ludicrously one-sided) dialog be-
tween Siddhartha and his lifelong friend Govinda at the
end of this book is an item-by-item refutation of every
principle of religion, morality and spiritual life ever
handed down by the great Teachersof Mankind. If such
a philosophy of sin, laissez-faire, and atheism (“[I
had] to learn to love the world, and no longer compare
it with some kind of desired imaginary world, some
imaginary vision of perfection. . .”) ispopular and sells
a lot of copies inanage when God is reputed to be dead
(He certainly was for Hesse) and when moral decay is
rotting human civilization like an unchecked cancer,
no one should be surprised.

But popularity doesn’t certify Truth, and the intel-
ligent reader should reject the rampant speculations
and back-and-forth enlightenments—aswell as the life
of sin-virtue—which the book SIDDHARTHA recom-
mends. Siddhartha may have come to love the world,
but he certainly never reached knowledge of the Abso-
lute or of himself, for his creator never had such
knowledge fo imbue him with. Yet there is an Absolute
Truth, an Absolute Knowledge, a Supreme Person—
and it is unfortunate to say the least that so many peo-
ple are deluded into wasting their precious time sen-
timentalizing over a specious display such as this, ra-
ther than take up the real study of God as it is found in
the Scriptures Hesse so blithely refutes. If only he
would have studied them first. Who knows that he
mightn’t have had an “awakening” or two himself.

—Rayarama Das Brahmachary

THE BUTTER THIEF

This

Lord Krishna

Blackish, plump

Standing on the shoulders

of His pals,

His two hands around the

covered bowl of butter

hanging on ropes from the ceiling,
has stolen my understanding.
Yasoda is ducking out the door.

He reaches two hands for the bowl.
The Selfsame One God Who descended
as the Hog,

and Nosed out the Globe when the

Earth was put in a filthy place by demons,
The Same One Lord Who

As Nrisingha the half-man half-lion

Split apart a pillar and leaped

for grabbing demon Hiranakasipu

in His Nails of Lotus Palms,

has stolen my understanding.

Pious sage-monkeys of Vrindaban

reach out paws to

receive buiter from His Hand.

He stands on the backs of His pals,

His arms held over His head,

hands around the butter-howl.

All Glories to the Master of the Universe!
When is Krishna coming to steal my soul?

—=Satsvarupa Das Brahmachary
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“(Fe °Return of

SWAN HH B

April 17, 1968
John F, Kennedy Airport

Just hearing that Swamiji was coming back to [eee—— . T e
New York, the devotees, having felt separation .
INTERNATIONAL

from their Spiritual Master, were filled now with so

much bliss. Their joyful shouts of “Haribol!” filled
KRISHNA CONSC OUSNESS

the temple at Kirtan.
A C BHAKTIVEDANTA SWaMI
SR ) [ —

HARE KRISHNA HARE KRISHNA KRISHNA KR SHNA
HARE HARE

-HARE RAMA HARE RAMA RAMA RAMA HARE HA E

On the day Swamiji was to arrive, the temple was
swarming with activity like a beehive. After morning Kirtan,
Hansaduta and Brahmananda gave everyone some task to
help prepare things. The brahmacharinis made garlands of
flowers, and the brahmacharys cooked a feast. Others
made a banner, cleaned the temple, arranged for trans-

portation,

by Madhavendra Das Brahmachary
Photos by M.S. Murthy
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By noon all preparations were finished and the devotees
took Prasadam, their spiritual food. Gargamuni called from
San Francisco to say that Swamiji was on the plane, flying to
us. In this way the Swami encircles the world with Krishna
Consciousness.

A bus and a van arrived to take us to the
airport. All the transcendental paraphernalia
was loaded into the van. The devotees filed out
of the temple, and a joyous Kirtan started. At
this time many friends of the Society were ar-
riving, anxious to meet Swamiji with us, and so
there was a nice crowd.

Finally Brahmananda got everyone onto
the bus. The caravan to Kennedy Airport began,
a saffron-robed brahmachary driving a van of
devotees, all chanting Hare Krishna along the Van
Wyck Expressway. Arriving at the Airport, the
devotees paraded into the American Airlines Ter-
minal, before them a green-and-yellow banner
displaying the Holy Names of God. Inside the
Terminal, chairs were pushed aside and a rug




was put on the floor. A garlanded painting of Radha-Krishna was set upon an
easel, and surrounded by vases of flowers. In front of all this, candles and in-
cense were lighted. Hansaduta, playing a mridangam drum, led Kirtan. A crowd
of spectators and American Airlines officials watched as the devotees danced

in ecstasy to the Holy Names of the Lord.

Finally Swamiji’s plane arrived, and the
Swami stepped out into the Terminal Building and
walked over to the seat prepared for him, as all
the devotees offered their obeisances. Brahmananda,
Purushottam, Rayarama, Balai, and Himavati of-
fered garlands to him, and gasped with joy as
Swamiji touched their heads in approval.

Then Swamiji was offered his khartals, and he led

Kirtan. After this he lectured to the assembled people:

“God has got millions and trillions of Names,” he

said. “Lord Chaitanya recommended that we chant the
Name of God. He chanted Hare Krishna, and so we also chant
Hare Krishna. But if you don’t like the Name Krishna, you
can chant any Name of God that you have got. This chant-
ing of the Lord’s Names is the only means to peace and
prosperity in the world.”

Swamiji would have like to talk a little longer, but the Airline officials
said they must prepare for the next flight, so everyone got up to leave.
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There wasa procession
out of the airport, Anna-
purna and Kanchanbala
strewing rosewater and

rose petals in Swamiji’s
path as he walked to the
car followed by news re-
porters.

In the car, driving toward Manhattan, with its giant skyline flashing up above
the horizon, the discussion turned to Maya, Ilusion. “Maya seems to be getting
stronger these days,” Mr. Kallman said, as he drove the Swami along.

Swamiji replied, “It’s not that we have to worry about Maya. It’s a question
of how we are related to Maya.” Mrs. Kallman was sitting in the front seat
with her husband and the Swamiji gave this example: “Mr. Kallman, if I relate
to Mrs. Kallman as Mrs. Kallman, then the relationship is all right, is it not?

But if Iapproach her not as Mrs. Kallman, then there must be some trouble.”

Swamiji was looking out of the car window, and he saw the Empire State Building
looming over the city. “The situation of Maya is like the Empire State Building. It is
very nice, ” the Swami said. “One should look at the Empire State Building and think:
It is a very nice building, if only it was used for Krishna’s purposes. Not that
modern civilization is bad, but it should be used for Krishna’s purposes.”

He went on to say: “The achievements of modern civilization are like Zeros.
So many nice things, all just like Zeros. There are so many Zeros, but they still
only add up to Zero. But then, if One is added, all the Zeros have some value. That
One that has to be added is Krishna. If Krishna is there, so many Zeros with One
in front of them will add up to a very substantial accomplishment. ”

Now they were in front of the temple. Swamiji got out of the car and went
inside where all the devotees and friends of the Society were sitting. Upon seeing
Swamiji, everyone bowed down to pay obeisances to him, and he went upstairs to
his apartment.

Sitting in his room, many garlands.still about his neck,
Swamiji said: “Now I am home! I can never forget this apartment,
because this is where I started my mission.” He was beaming
happily, looking about the small three-room flat which his disci-
ples had painted and cleaned only days before. “When I left, I was
very much fearful that the Society would diminish. But instead, it
has increased. I am very much pleased.” Swami gave Brahmananda
and Rayarama a garland each, and came downstairs to speak at
Kirtan. Our joy cannot be described in wordsor picturesor photos.
The pure devotee was pleased. It was a most auspicious day.
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To Rupamanijari,

Who Knows the Heart of Lord Chaitanya

O Dear Gopis!

O purest of the Pure

So dear to Krishna,

Who can help you look for Him,
When suddenly He leaves

The Sacred Rasa Dance,

Black Cloud adorned with lightning,
Disappearing in the dark

Tangled wood.

O Dear Lalita, Visakha,

Kantchenbala, where did He go?

Did you see a hint of gold

Beyond those whispering trees, wet

With the shimmering drops of moonlight?

Watching for soft red sparks of ruby,
For lights of white pearl, always
Searching His Sweet Name,
Krishna, Krishna, Krishnal!
Krishna, Krishna, Krishna?

Listening for His maddening Flute, and
The soft step of His Lotus Foot,

Red palm aglow in the quietly loving grass.

Filling your nostrils with the blissful
Cool night breeze, to catch

The warm Fragrance of Him,
Infinitely surpassing the essence

Of blue lotus and honey.

Seeking in every bower’s heart.

Ah, but RADHARANI knows

His hiding place.

Did you pass by the wonderful
Four-Armed Narayan, with

His Mace, Disk, Conch, and Lotus
Who tried with all His Might

To hold His disguise?

Yet two arms kept fading

Before the Glories of Radha’s Love,
Revealing a Beautiful Cowherd Boy,
Smiling, as He raised a flute

To His lips.

—Rupanuga Das Adhikary
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Food, [mﬁwgwﬂ

by Himavati Devi Dagi

In Bhakti Yoga, all activities can be turned to spiritual
advancement. This article describes how to spiritualize your
eating—and enjoy ecstasy at every meal.

Krishna Consciousness is a way of life that is prac-
ticed twenty-four hours a day. It fulfills the needs of
the spirit, the mind and the body. We are pure spirit
soul encased in these material bodies: the subtle body
of mind, and the gross body, of which the five senses
are a part. The need of spirit is to become uncovered
and return back to home, back to Godhead upon leav-
ing this body. The way this is achieved is by chanting
the Hare Krishna Mantra and by regulating the needs
of the body, which are eating, sleeping, fearing and
mating.

Surrender is the first step. Surrender to a pure
soul, the Spiritual Master comes with chanting and
hearing this Mantra, and eating Krishna Prasadam,
food specially prepared and offered to the Lord, then
distributed to friends and family. These twoactivities
produce attachment to Krishna Consciousness.

Here we will discuss Krishna Prasadam. Prasadam
is spiritual food because it has been offered to Lord
Krishna through the chanting of the following mantras
three times each infront of the picture or statue of the
Deity:

Namah om Vishnupadaya Krishnapresthaya bhu-
tale srimate Bhaktivedanta swamin iti namine,

Namo maha badanaya Krishna prema predayate
Krishnaya Krishnachaitanya namine gourat vishe
namah,

Namo brahmanya devaya go brahmana hitaya cha
jagat hitaya Krishnaya Govindaya namo namah.

Krishna eatsthe food and then we take the remnants,
The good taste of the food is thus enhanced, and the
body and mind become healthy while the soul remains
engaged in service to the Lord.

In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna says that you
may offer Him a leaf, a flower, some water, some
fruit; and, if offered with love as a devotee of Krishna,
then He will accept such an offering. Elsewhere in the
Bhagavad Gita, He says that when something is given
to Him in sacrifice, that activity is Him, and that He
becomes the offering. Soyou caneasily see that eating
this Krishna Prasadam is most beneficial for making
progress in Krishna Consciousness. Eating Prasadam
is associating with Krishna Himself, just as chanting
His Name is associating with Krishna, the Supreme
Personality, the All-Blissful.

Prasadam is first of all prepared specifically for
Krishna, in the way that He likes it. The Spiritual
Master therefore gives all the recipes and methods of
preparation to hisdisciplesaccordingto the system of
“parampara” (disciplic succession), and so we may
be sure that we are preparing what is acceptable to
Krishna.

Everything used during preparation is clean. All
fruits, vegetables, nuts, rice and other grains that can
be washed are washed, and all utensils, potsand dishes
are washed before using. Anything that drops on the
floor is washed. The cook’s hands are kept clean. So,
during preparation, don’t touch your hair, clothes,
body, garbage can, floor, etc. Since the food is being
cooked for Krishna there should be no tasting or smel-
ling, except when urgently required.

When Prasadam is all prepared place on a nice
metal (preferably silver) platter, along with yogurt
and cold water in nice metal bowls. Place onyour altar
and offer to Lord Krishna. After chanting the mantras
you may remove the food and “take” to your heart’s
content.

Now youw’re ready to cook for Krishna. Following
are four recipes for a nice noon meal:
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Food, {joh, Khidhua,

Reciped fon the tnscendental, pleatute of the Lotd,

by Namuna Devi Dagi & Himavati Devi Dagi

Egg Plant Puki

1 lb. butter egg plant
1 tsp. cumin seed 1/4 cup turmeric powder
1 tsp. salt 1/4 cup water

Melt butter in pan; add cumin seeds. Brown (don’t
burn). Cut egg plant in wedges, dip into batter—
made of turmeric powder, salt and water. Cover
all sides of egg plant nicely. Then place in pan
over medium heat to deep fry each side. Cookuntil
soft all thru. Remove and drain in colander.

Dry Potatoes

Boil potatoes until cooked thru (test with knife).
Peel, cut into large pieces and brown in a little
butter and cumin seed, with a pinch of turmeric
and salt.
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Strawberries and Yogurt

Half cup plain yogurt (not skim milk) 4 strawberries
cut up into little piecesand 4 teaspoons sugar, mix,
serve cold.

Parata
(Fried Bread)

Make dough; 3 parts whole wheat flour to 1 part
white flour and water as desired. Let stand, then
knead to medium soft consistency (15 minutes at
least). Make large balls (2-inch diameter) and roll
out about 8 inches round so it’s nice and thick.
Spread top with melted butter and fold in half. Roll
out again, spread top with butter again, fold into
quarter. Roll out again, then melt enough butter to
fry one in a pan (medium low flame). Fry on each
side, pressing with spoon turning frequently until
it turns reddish. Then it’s done.

N I

1st fold 2nd fold
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BY SUBAL DAS ADHIKARY

In the Bhagavad Gita (VI/2) Krishna defines Yoga
as “linking oneself with the Supreme. ” Yoga means to
get into touch with the Supreme Lord. That Supreme
Lord is Bhagavan Sri Krishna, as is stated in Srimad
Bhagwatam (I/2/28):

The ultimate knowable object in the revealed
Scriptures is Sri Krishna, the Personality of
Godhead. The purpose of performing sacrifices
is to please Him; the mystic paraphernalia are
performed for realizing Him; all fruitive activi-
ties are ultimately rewarded by Him only. He is
the Supreme knowledge, and all severe austeri-
ties are performed just to know Him. Religion
means to do devotional service unto Him. And
He is the Supreme Goal of life,

Vasudeva, Sri Krishna, is all-in-all. The whole
purpose of this human form of life is to realize Him,
and to re-establish our relationship with Him. Yoga is
not meant for any other purpose, suchasgaining mys-
tic powers, recognition, wealth, or any other material
benefits. The loving service of Govinda, Krishna, is
itself the indescribable nectar to be derived from its
practice.

And, of all yogis, he who always abides in Me
with great faith, worshipping Me in transcenden-
tal loving service, is most intimately united with
Me in Yoga. (B.G. VI/47)

How does one go about achieving this relationship ?
In the Sixth Chapter of Bhagavad Gita, Krishna gives

(continued)
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an outline of the Yoga system, consisting of going to
a secluded, sacred place; laying out a special seat;
meditating, etc. And Arjuna, a great devotee, rejects
it as impractical and unendurable. If Arjuna rejects
thie system, then who today can take it up? Actually,
no one. Or, if we must yield a step for argument’s
sake, perhaps one or two men out of billions. As for
the rest of humanity, Yoga is not for them, as it is
thus outlined. We are five thousand years into the Age
of Kali, this Age of Chaos and Destruction. Man’s life
span is shortened, he lives in surroundings which are
unconducive to spiritual growth, and his mind is in
tur moil. How can he hope to sit in meditation, control-
ling the mind and senses?

However, the factual perfectionof Yoga is available
to everyone, by chanting HARE KRISHNA, HARE
KRISHNA, KRISHNA KRISHNA, HARE HARE, HARE
RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE.
This is the simple and sublime method recommended
by great authorities for this Age. By chanting this Maha
Mantra, or the Great Chanting for Deliverance, one is
immediately placed on the spiritual platform, surpas-
sing all lower levels of existence. AndKrishna ispre-
sent before you. Krishna being Absolute, His Name is
non-different from His Form, Pastimes, Entourage,
or Abode. Through this chanting, one can experience
the transcendental bliss derived fromassociation with
the Lord, and gain full knowledge of spiritual matters.

We are all servants by nature, and Krishna is the

Master of everything by His Divine Nature. We are
always serving Him, whether indirectly through the
agency of Hisillusory energy, Maya; or directly under
the guidance of His bona fide representative. Krishna
Consciousnessis the direct transcendental loving ser -
vice of the Lord. It is not merely a method for achie-
ving some higher goal: it is itself the perfection of all
Yoga systems, the final goal of all life, and especially
the goal of human life. The devotee desires no reward.
Love of God is its own reward. He simply desires to
be blessed, life after life, with the service of Krishna
and the rememberence of His Holy Names.

Atthis moment, when so many people are becoming
infatuated with Yoga, many are being misled into every
manner of nonsense and evil by the so-called spiritual
leaders, who desire cheap adoration from the innocent
public. In the Bhagavad Gita (III/6) Krishna says:

One who restrains the senses and organs of ac-
tion, but whose mind dwells on sense objects,
certainly deludes himself, and is called a pre-
tender.

In his purport to this verse, our Spiritual Master,
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, has written:

There are many pretenders who refuse to work
in Krishna Consciousness, but make a show of
meditation, while actually dwelling within the
mind upon sense enjoyment. Such pretenders

THE CHOCOLATE SOUP
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What goes good with rose petal jam?
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may also speak on dry philosophy, in order to
bluff sophisticated followers. Bui, according to
thisverse, these are the greatest cheaters. For
sense enjoymentone canact inany capacity with-
in the social order, following the rulesandregu-
lations of a particular situation of life, and thus
make gradual progress in purifying his exis-
tence. But if any man makes a show of becoming
a yogi, while actually in search of the objects
of sense gratification, he must be called the
greatest cheater, even though he sometimes
speaksof philosophy. His knowledge has no value
because the effectsof such a sinful man’s know-
ledge are taken away by the illusory energy of
the Lord. Such a pretender’s mind is always
impure, and therefore his show of yogic medi-
tation has no value whatsoever.

We are faced today by many pretenders who claim
to be spiritual leaders, holy men, swamis, etc. But
most of these men fall under the headings of intoxi-
cant leaders, mental speculators, and atheists who do
not have an iota of devotion in them. Itisnecessary to
choose a spiritual master in order to make progress,
but we must be careful and use discrimination, or else
we will be badly misled. The true spiritual master is
Krishna’s bona fide representative, and only he can
impart to us the highest good.

A spiritual master must receive his knowledge from
someone who is in a line of disciplic succession, ori-

ginating from Lord Sri Krishna. He must hear this
knowledge correctly, realize it for himself, and then
impart it to the student without changing it. Thisisthe
only way to gain true knowledge. The spiritual master
is well versed in spiritual matiers, and isthe embodi-
ment of religious practices. These are some of the
identifying characteristics of Krishna’srepresentative.
And, by surrendering tohim, one can achieve the per-
fection of Yoga, devotion to Krishna—and even Krishna
Himself.
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Service of the Absolute Truth
means to render service
unto the Absolute Personality of Godhead.

The neophyte devotee has no capacity to approach
the Absolute Pe. sunality of Godhead
with his present,
imperfect,
material senses.

By submissively serving the bona fide spiritual master

who is a bridge between the Lord
and the neophyte,
he is automatically fixed up into

the transcendental service of the Lord,

And, by so doing even for some days

the neophyte gains

knowledge which leads him

ultimately

to extricate himself from the perpetual habitation
in the material world after world after world
and be promoted

to the transcendental world

to be one of the liberated associates

of the Lord

in the Kingdom of Ged.

[ versified from the lectures of
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami by
his disciple Brahmananda Das

Brahmachary |
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Tridand gosn’ami AC. Bhaktivedanta
Swami and Poet Allen g’inSEerg

discuss the Krishna Consciousness
movement in the Swami’s Frederick

Street apartment in San Francisco.




A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami @9

Allen Ginsberg: A Conversation

Recorded by Guru Das Adhikary

Swamiji had come to San Francisco in late January, one becomes famous. Thatwas the tragedy of Mahatma
1967 for the opening of the Krishpna Consciousness Gandhi also. Wherever he went, thousands of people
Temple there, at 518 Frederick Street. Allen Ginsberg would crowd about him, chanting, “Mahatma Gandhiki

had always shown friendly and helpful inte -
rest inthe Society; and he agreed to attend
a giant “Mantra Rock Festival, ” which the
temple members were planning to hold in
the Avalon Ballroom. And so, a few days
before that event, the good poet came to
early morning Kirtan (7 A, M.), and later
joined the Swamiupstairsin the apartment
his pupils had rented for him.

We were sitting in the glow of this holy
man, munching on Indian sweetballs cooked
by the Swami, when Allen Ginsberg came
through the door, a warm smile onhisface.

The Swami offered him a sweetball:
“Take.”

They sat in silence for a few moments,
radiating mutual love.

SWAMIJI: Allen, you are up early.

GINSBERG: Yes. The phone hasn’t stop-
ped ringing since 1 arrived in San Fran-
cisco.

SWAMIJI: That is what happens when




|

jail Mahatma Gandhiki jai!” The gentleman could not
sleep.

GINSBERG: (smiling) Well, at least it got me up for
Kirtan this morning.

SWAMIJI: Yes, that is good.

A few days before, the San Francisco Chronicle had
published an article called “Swami in Hippie Land, * in
which the reporter had asked: “Do you accept ‘hippies’
in your temple?”

The Swamihad replied, “Hippies or anyone—I make
no distinctions. Everyone is welcome.”

SWAMIJI: Allen, what is this “hippie?”

GINSBERG: The word “hip” started in China, where
people smoked opium lying on their hips. [ He demon-
strates. | Opium and its derivatives then spread to the
West, and were looked down upon by the people in po-
wer, who were afraid of the effects. As a result, the
hip people created their own culture. . . language, signs,
Symbols,

San Francisco is a spiritual “shivdas” [ meeting
ground ]. The word hip has changed into hippie today.
But basically, Swamiji, the young people today are
seekers. They’re interested inall for ms of spirituality.

SWAMIJI: Very nice.

GINSBERG: The hippies will all fall by at one time
or another.

There was some discussion regarding New York’s

Lower East Side and the Haight-Ashbury in San Fran-
cisco—both of which are locations of Krishna Con-
sciousnesstemples, andare well-known to Allen Gins-
berg. Then:

SWAMIJI: You have not had L.SD, Allen?

GINSBERG: I have had it.

SWAMIJI; It is dependence, Allen.

GINSBERG: It’s like a car—a mental car—toresolve
certain inner things.

SWAMIJI: Krishna Consciousness resolves every-
thing. Nothing else is needed.

They then discussed the upcoming dance atthe Ava-
lon. Allen Ginsberg felt that certain mantras would
be more palatable to American ears than others, and
that he would like to try his tune at the dance. Swamiji
agreed: “Very nice.”

Poet Ginsberg said he was not yet ready to become
a devotee, but that he chants the Maha Mantra every
day, and will do so until he leaves this Earth. The
Swami thanked him for the work he’d already done in
spreading the Kirtan (Krishna Conscious) Movement,
and assured him that, if he chanted Hare Krishna daily,
“everything will be perfect.”

Allen Ginsberg then prostrated himself, and, touch-
ing the Swami’s feet, he symbolically wiped the dust
from them onto his forehead. Then, with a few sweet-
balls in a paper bag under his arm, he took his leave.

Can Pouw Lream
Hare erishna?,

Yes this Hare Krishna

if you practice in dream

that you are chanting Hare Krishna
you are dancing in the temple

you are seeing Lord Jagganath

you are seeing Krishna

you are talking with Swamiji

or your friends, it is simply practice.

Just like a businessman sees in a dream
he is dealing with some customer. Why?
The whole day he has done that.

The whole day and whole night

if you engage simply in chanting Hare Krishna
you will be in Krishna Consciousness

very easy.

versified by
Satsvarupa Das Brahmachary
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an analysis of materialistic madness

by A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami

[ Evening lecture onthe teachingsof the
boy Prahlad Maharaj, April 12, 1967 ]

Prahlad Maharaj is instructing his young friends:
“My dear friends, material enjoyment means agitating

the senses. You have this material enjoyment—sense
enjoyment—my dear friends, and your only thought is
how to enjoy these senses, that’s all. By contact of
this body. ” In possession of a particular body we have
particular senses and we enjoy. Just like a camel: a
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camel enjoys thorny twigs. Camels are very fond of
thorny twigs. Why? Because whenthey chew the thorny
twigs blood comes out of the tongue, and theyare tas-
ting their own blood. And the camel is thinking it is
very nice. He is eating thorny twigs, and the twig is
cutting his tongue and blood isoozing out. He istasting
his own blood, but he thinks, “I am enjoying.” This is
sense gratification. Sex life is also like that. We are
tasting our own blood, and we think we are enjoying.
This is our foolishness.

Every living entity has contracted this material
body; he is a spiritual being but because he has a ten-
dency to enjoy, to make exploitation of this material
energy, he has contracted a body. There are different
varieties of life. There are 8, 400, 000 species of living
entities, each with a different body. According to the
body, they have their senses in order to enjoy a parti-
cular type of pleasure. Prahlad Maharaj saysthis body
and its particular type of enjoyment go together. Sup-
pose you are given the thorny grass or twigs: Ladies
and gentlemen, here is very nice food, it is certified
by the camels, it isvery good. Would you like to take?
“No! What nonsense are you offering me?” Because
you have got a different body, you have no taste for
that, Butif youoffer it to a camel, because he has that
particular type of body, it is a very nice thing.

This is going on—one man’s food is another man’s
poison. If you are offered something which is not your
food, you cannot take it. These different kinds of en-
joyment are according to the particular type of body.
That is the conclusion. The stool-eater hog will not
accept any nice foodstuff such ascake. Give him stool,
and it will be very nice. If you are offered the stool,
you say, “What are you offering?” Because you have
got a different body.

There are different kinds of material enjoyment,
but those who are actually intelligent know that this
particular type of enjoyment is due to this body. Actual
happiness, however, is that which is not enjoyed by
these material senses. Actual happiness is enjoyed by
the spiritual senses. Now these are covered by matter,
and therefore we are entrapped. Now Prahlad Maharaj
says, Whatever it may be, you can have this sense
enjoyment in any type of body. Then what is our en-
joyment? Eating, sleeping, defending and mating. But
this sort of sensual enjoyment—whether you have a
dog’ s body, or a hog’s body, or a god’s body—whatever
you are in this material world, you have some sortof
enjoyment offered by the Supreme Lord. Such material
happiness is had by the arrangement of Nature. As you
get miseries without your endeavor, similarly you will
get your material enjoyment without trying for it. This
is the conclusion.

Therefore, you should not endeavor to achieve ma-
terial happiness. It will come. The lower animals have
no business, no profession, but still they eat; they live.
So Prahlad Maharaj says, You need not make your
endeavor for achieving material pleasure. That will
come. Because you have this body, it is predestined
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that this bodily enjoyment—asyou are fit to enjoy—will
come. How will it come? There is happiness and mi-
sery: If misery comes without calling for it, so happi-
ness will come without calling for it. This is the philo-
sophy.

Therefore, we should not be very anxious to aggra-
vate or increase our material happiness. Always in
civilization those who have no spiritual happiness are
hankering after these sense enjoyments. So Prahlad
Maharaj says, Your life is limited. Although it is very
valuable, it is also very limited. And our duty is, in
some way, to dovetail ourselves in Krishna Conscious-
ness, and to act accordingly. You should not be very
busy aggravating your material sense enjoyment. You
cannot increase it. There are so many different kinds
of body, and they are guided by Nature’s law: you have
to eat like this, you have to live like this, you have to
sleep like this—this is already arranged.

QOur higher intelligence comes with this humanbody:
we have higher consciousness. We should try for the
higher enjoyment of life, which is spiritual enjoyment.
And how can that spiritual enjoyment of life be achie-
ved? You should not waste your time simply hankering
after material enjoyment. Then, what is to be done?
One should engage himself in the Supreme Lord, Who
gives the pleasure of liberation. We should turn our
attention to achieving the Lotus Feet of Krishna, Who
can give us liberation from this material world.

How long do we have to engage ourselves? Prahlad

(continued)
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Maharaj says, We are now in the material entangle-
ment. This material entanglement is that I have this
body. I will quit this body after a few years, and then
I will have to accept another body. Once you take up
one body and enjoy as your body’s sensesdictate, then
you prepare another body by such sense enjoyment;
and you get another body as you want it. There is no
guarantee that you will get a human body. That will
depend on your work. Did you work just like a god?
You get a god’s body. This is not in your hands; it is
in the hands of Nature. Our duty is not to speculate on
what we are going to get after what we have been—don’t
take account of this. At the present moment, let us
understand that we have this material body. Now if we
want to have our spiritual consciousness or Krishna
Consciousness developed then we should at once engage
our selves—dovetail ourselves—in this Krishna activi-
ty. That is auspicious for further progress of your life.

How long should youdo it? So long as this body does
not stop working. We do not know when it will stop
functioning. The great saint, Parikshit Maharaj, got

seven days notice: “Your body willfallin a week.” But
we do not know when our body will fall. Justafter going
onthe road, there may immediately be some accident.
We should always be prepared that death is there. We
should not be very optimistic that everyone is dying
but Ishall live. Why will you live if everyone is dying?
Your father hasdied, your mother has died, your sis-
ter, your other relatives. .. why should you live? You
will also die. And your children will also die.

Therefore, before death comes, so long as we have
this human intelligence, let us engage in Krishna Con-
sciousness. Thisisthe prescription by Prahlad Maha-
raj.

This material body is called “purusam. ” Everybody
is anxious to enjoy. Purus means to enjoy, or enjoyer.
There is nobody in this material world who does not
like to enjoy sense gratification. Therefore, either
male or female—the body may be what it is—but the
desire, the ambition, is to enjoy material life. So it
is called purusam.

(continued)
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We do not know when it will stop, but let us imme-
diately engage in Krishna Consciousness and act ac-
cording to that. And if I immediately engage myself
in Krishna Consciousness, then what about my living ?
That arrangement isthere. I am very happy to inform
you that one of our students in a branch is so confident:
there was some disagreement. One student said “You
are not looking after how we will maintain the estab-
lishment, ” and he replied, “Oh, Krishna will supply.
‘I take charge.’” This is a very nice conviction, it is
very good;I was glad to hear it. If cats and dogs and
hogs can get food, and we are going to be in Krishna
Consciousnessand fully devote our service to Krishna,
will He not arrange my food also? Is Krishna so un-
gracious? No. He looks.

Inthe Bhagavad Gita you will find that the Lord says,
“My dear Arjuna, I am equal to everyone. Nobody is
the object of My envy and nobody is My special friend,
but for one who is engaged in Krishna Consciousness,
I have got special attention.” Just like a father whose
small child is completely dependent on the mercy of
the parents: The parents have special attentionfor that
child. Although the parents are equally good to all the
children, tothe small children who are always asking,
“Mother!” they have great concern. “Yes, my dear
child? Yes?” This is natural.

If you are completely dependent on Krishna, He Who
is supplying food to the dogs, birds, bees—to 8, 400, 000
species of life—why should He not supply to you? This
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conviction—this is called surrender. Notthat, because
Krishna is supplying my food, I shall now sleep. No,
you have to work. One should engage himself in Krishna
Consciousness—that is required.

Now calculate our duration of life. In this age it is
calculated that we canlive at most to a hundred years.
Formerly, the human being used to live up to 100, 000
years. In the Satya Yuga, or Age of Goodness, they
used to live 100,000 years. In the next age, Treta
Yuga, they used to live for 10,000 years, and in the
next, called Dwapara Yuga, they used to live for 1,000
years. Now in this Age, called Kali Yuga, the estima-
tion is for 100 years. But gradually, as the Kali Yuga
progresses, we are reducing our duration still further.
Anyone can understand that. Suppose my grandfather
lived 100 years, my father lived for 90 years, so I am
going to live for 70 years and my son is going to live
for 50 years and his son is going to live for 30 years.
This is the progress of our modern material civiliza-
tion. And we are very proud that we are happy, and
increasing our civilization. The resultisthat you come
here to enjoy material life, and the duration of life is
shortened. This is called Maya, Illusion.

Now accepting that we live for 100 years: Those who
have no information of spiritual life, their life is re-
duced;and one whohasnot conquered sense enjoyment,
or who is unable to control the mind, his age is also
reduced. Those who are too much addicted to sense
gratification, according to this calculation, their ut-
most lifeis 50 years. Evenif he has 50 years, because
he has no information of spiritual life, his night is
wasted by sleeping and sex life. That’s all. He has no
other business. And in the daytime, what is his busi-
ness? “Where is money? Where is money? Because
I must maintain this body.” And when he has money:
“Now let me spendfor my children, for my wife. ” Then
where is your spiritual realization? At night you spend
your time in thisway, and by day spend in this way—is
that your mission of life? How horrible such a life is.

The average person is illusioned in childhood—play -
ing football, sporting. Up to twenty years, easily, you
can go on like that. Then when you become old, another
twenty years you cannot do anything. When a man be-
comes old, then his senses cannot function. You have
seen many old men;nothing to do, simply resting. Just
now we have received a letter from our student that
his grandmother is suffering for the last three and a
half years, paralyzed. So in old age, everything is
finished, as soon as you get sixty years old. There-
fore, the beginning to twenty years is spoiled;and even
if you live for a hundred years, another twenty in the
last stage of life are also spoiled. So forty years of
your life are spoiled in that way. And in the middle age
there is very strong sex appetite: So another forty years
can be lost. Forty years, twenty years, and twenty
year s—eighty years gone. How long are you going to
live?

This is the analysis of life by Prahlad Maharaj. We
are spoiling our life instead of using it.
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