


Devotees chant Hare Krsna in Times Square.

A short
statement of
the philosophy
of Krsna
Consciousness

The International Society for
Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) is a
worldwide community of devotees prac-
ticing bhakti-yoga, the eternal science
of loving service to God. The Society
was founded in 1966 by His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, a pure devotee of God
representing an unbroken chain of
spiritual masters originating with Lord
Krsna Himself. The following eight
principles are the basis of the Krsna
consciousness movement.

We invite all our readers to consider
them with an open mind and then visit
one of the ISKCON centers to see how
they are being applied in everyday life.

1. By sincerely cultivating a bona
fide spiritual science, we can be free
from anxiety and come to a state of
pure, unending, blissful conscious-
ness in this lifetime.

2. We are not our bodies but eternal
spirit souls, parts and parcels of God
(Krsna). As such, we are all broth-
ers, and Krsna is ultimately our
common father.

3. Krsna is the eternal, all-knowing,
omnipresent, all-powerful, and all-
attractive Personality of Godhead.
He is the seed-giving father of all liv-
ing beings, and He is the sustaining
energy of the entire cosmic creation.
4. The Absolute Truth is contained
in all the great scriptures of the
world. However, the oldest known
revealed scriptures in existence are
the Vedic literatures, most notably
the Bhagavad-gita, which is the literal
record of God’s actual words.

5. We should learn the Vedic knowl-
edge from a genuine spiritual
master —one who has no selfish mo-
tives and whose mind is firmly fixed
on Krsna.

6. Before we eat, we should offer to
the Lord the food that sustains us.
Then Krsna becomes the offering
and purifies us.

7. We should perform all our actions
as offerings to Krsna and do nothing
for our own sense gratification.

8. The recommended means for
achieving the mature stage of love of
God in this age of Kali, or quarrel, is
to chant the holy names of the Lord.
The easiest method for most people
is to chant the Hare Krsna mantra:

are Krsna
Jare Krsna
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'Krsna Krsna

Hare Hare

Hare Rama
Hare Rama
RamaRama

Hare Hare
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New Yorkers will be the first
to admit that “Fun City” is often
a hard place to be happy in. But
the devotees at ISKCON'’s
center on Manhattan’s West
55th Street (above) know the
secret. By chanting the Hare
Krsna mantra they’ve opened
their minds to a whole new
dimension of consciousness—
God consciousness, Krsna
consciousness. In other words,
the pleasure they get from
chanting doesn’t come from
their senses contacting some-
thing outside; it comes from
their soul contacting the
Supreme Soul, Krsna, within.
Since Krsna is the reservoir of
all pleasure, by chanting Hare
Krsna they enjoy being with
Him at all times, everywhere,
and they stay happy and
peaceful in all circumstances.

Find out more about Krsna
consciousness in this issue of
BACK TO GODHEAD magazine.

ant and behappy...

Krishan Bhalla, Los Angeles businessman: "When | visit the Hare Krsna
temple and hear the devotees chanting so blissfully, | am very happy to see
Americans deriving so much benefit from India’s Krsna-conscious culture.”

Dattatreya dasa, book
distributor: “I've distributed books
about the science of Kisna
consciousness in the airports, the
shopping malls, the downtown
streets—and everywhere |'ve seen
that people are simply trying to find
pleasure through their senses. But
they get about as much pleasure
from that as a thirsty man gets from
a drop of water in the desert. These
Krsna-conscious books, though,
show us how real pleasure comes
from serving God, Krsna. And
chanting Hare Krsna brings us in
direct contact with Krsna, the
reservoir of pleasure.”

Mahasini-devi dasi, Head Cook, Los
Angeles Temple: “Lord Kisna is never
hungry. He's completely self-sufficient.
But just as a father is pleased when his
small child offers him a morsel from his
plate, so Krsna, the Supreme Father, is
pleased when we offer back to Him
what He has given us. Everyone knows
that God provides the sun, rain, fruits,
vegetables, and grains; we can't
manufacture any of these things in our
factories. Krsna also gives us the
intelligence to make nice combinations
of foods.

“Here in Los Angeles we cook for
Krsna and His hundreds of guests and
devotees every day. It's a big job, so |
chant Hare Krsna to stay in touch with
the Supreme Energetic —the source of
all strength and ability—Krsna.”
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<« The founder and original editor of
BACK TO GODHEAD is His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. In September,
1965, Srila Prabhupada arrived in the United
States. In July, 1966, in a storefront in New York
City, he began the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness. And from those begin-
ning days, BACK TO GODHEAD has been an in-
tegral part of ISKCON.

In fact, since 1944, when he started writing, edit-
ing, printing, and distributing BACK TO GODHEAD,
Srila Prabhupida has often called it **the backbone
of the Krsna consciousness movement.” Al-
though over the years it has changed in some ways,
BACK TO GODHEAD remains, in Srila Prabhu-
pada’s words, ‘‘an instrument for training the
mind and educating human nature to rise up to the
plane of the spirit soul.”
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W:ha.t Augustine Knew T
‘and Dldn’t Know About

Early Church father Augustine
thought that God eternally aban-
dons some souls to *‘soul-death.”
““This is not so,’’ says His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. ‘‘Our consciousness
can always be revived, and that is
the conviction of this Krsna con-
sciousness movement. . . ."’
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Hayagriva dasa: Augustine considered
the soul to be spiritual and different from
the material body—but he also believed
that the soul did not exist before the

body's birth. He simply supposed that

the soul is the superior part of the person
and the body the inferior part. He also
thought that the soul attains immortality
only after God creates it—only after God
brings it into being. At death, Augustine
said, the soul goes on to live eternally.
Srila Prabhupada: But if the soul is cre-
ated, how is it immortal? How is it eter-
nal? How can the soul sometimes not be
eternal?

Hayagriva dasa: Well, first of all, Au-
gustine considered that because of Ad-
am’s fall, all men are subject to the death
of the body. In addition, Augustine

~ believed that while God destines some

men to enjoy everlasting happiness after
death, He destines others to undergo
everlasting suffering. In other words,
Augustine said that some people endure
both physical death—when the soul
abandons the body—and ‘‘soul-
death”> —when God abandons the soul.
Thus, when one is damned he faces not

only physical death but also ‘‘soul-
death.”

Srila Prabhupada: Figuratively speak-
ing, when one forgets his identity as a
servant of God, he undergoes a kind of
death—but actually the soul is eternal.
So, what Augustine calls ““soul-death” is
actually forgetfulness of God. Of course,

-until one acquires his freedom from ma-

terial existence, he is ‘*spiritually dead,”
even though still existing in the material
form. Forgetfulness of one’s real identity
is a kind of death, because only when
one is alive to God consciousness is he
actually alive. In any case, the soul is
eternal and survives the annihilation of
the body.

Hayagriva dasa: Augustine would con-
sider that in some cases the forgetful
stage is everlasting, that God eternally
abandons the damned soul to eternal
perdition.

Srila Prabhupada: This is not so. Our
consciousness can always be revived,
and that is the conviction of this Krsna
consciousness movement. A man is un-
conscious when he is sleeping, but if you
call him again and again, the sound of his




name enters his ear, and he awakens.
Similarly, this process of chanting the
Hare Krsna mantra awakens one to spiri-
tual consciousness. Then one can return
to his normal, spiritual life.

Of course, one may be ‘‘eternally
abandoned’’ in the sense that one may
remain forgetful for millions of years. It
may seem eternal, but actually one’s
spiritual consciousness can be revived at
any moment by good association, by the
method of hearing and chanting about
Krsna. Devotional service therefore
begins with sravanam—hearing. In the
beginning especially, hearing is very im-
portant. If one hears the truth from a
self-realized soul, one can awaken to
spiritual life and remain spiritually ahve
in devotional service.

Hayagriva dasa: Augustine rejected the
idea that the various material bodies in
this world are like prisons for the punish-
ment of sin.

Srila Prabhupada: The soui is essen-
tially part and parcel of God, but in this
material world the soul is factually im-
prisoned in different types of bodies. In
the Bhagavad-gita [14.4] Sri Krsna says:

sarva-yonisu kaunteya
murtayah sambhavanti yah

tasam brahma mahad yonir
aham bija-pradah pita

‘It should be understood that all species
of life, O son of Kunti, are made possible
by birth in this material nature, and that
I am the seed-giving father.”” From ma-
terial nature—the mother—different
species are coming. The living entities
are found in earth, water, air, and even
fire. The individual souls, however, are
part and parcel of the Supreme Lord,
who impregnates them within this ma-
terial world, The living entity then comes
out into the material world through the
womb of some mother. It appears that
the soul is coming out of matter, but the
soul is not composed of matter. The
soul, always part and parcel of God,
simply assumes different types of bodies
according to his pious or impious ac-
tivities and desires. The desires of the
soul actually determine higher or lower
bodies. But in any case the soul is the
same. It is therefore said that those who
are advanced in spiritual consciousness

BSEP BUIRUBLUEY U0

Augustine wrote, ‘‘Reincarnation is
ridiculous. There is no such thing as
a return to this life for the
punishment of souls. . . .” “The
soul is essentially part and parcel of
God, ” says Srila Prabhupada, “but
in this material world the soul is
factually imprisoned in different
types of bodies. . . . The desires of
the soul actually determine higher

or lower bodies.” Left: the soul
(indicated by a star) makes his long
Journey up through millions of lower
bodies—aquatics, plants, birds,
beasts—to the human body. In the
human body he at last gets the
chance to revive his long-forgotten
relationship with Lord Krsna and
His eternal consort Radha.

see the same quality of soul in each and
every body, whether it is the body of a
dog or a brahmana [a saintly person].
Hayagriva dasa: Also, Srila Prabhu-
pada, Augustine considered the soul to
be created to inhabit only one particular
body, which he felt was a gift from God.
Augustine thus rejected reincarnation or
transmigration. He wrote, “‘Let these
Platonists stop threatening us with
reincarnation as a punishment for
our souls....Reincarnation is ridicu-
lous. ... There is no such thing as a
return to this life for the punishment of
souls. . .. If our creation, even as mor-
tals, is due to God, how can the return to
bodies, which are gifts of God, be
punishment?”’ So if the body is a gift of
God, Augustine would ask how it could
also be a punishment.

Srila Prabhupada: Does he think that lf
someone takes the body of a hog or a
similar lower creature, that is not
punishment? Why does one person get
the body of King Indra or Lord Brahma
and another the body of a pig or insect?
How does he explain the body of a pig? If
the body is a gift from God, it can also be

BACK TO GODHEAD 5



lllustration: Baradraja dasa

a punishment from God. When one is
rewarded, he gets the body of a Brahma
or an Indra, and if he is punished he gets
the body of a pig.

Hayagriva dasa: So the degree of
punishment or suffering is proportionate
to the Kind of body one has?

Sriia Prabhupada: Yes. There are many
men who are well situated, and there are
others who are suffering. Suffering and
enjoyment take place according to one’s
body. That is explained in the Bhagavad-
gita [2.14]:

matra-sparsds i kaunteya
Sitosna-sukha-duhkha-dah
agamapdayino ‘nityas
tams titiksasva bharata
O son of Kunti, the nonpermanent ap-

pearance of happiness and distress, and
their disappearance in due course, are

like the appearance and disappearance of

winter and summer seasons. They arise
from sense perception, O scion of
Bharata, and one must learn to tolerate
them without being disturbed.”” A man
may perceive cold very acutely, while a
fish may noi perceive it. So the percep-
tion is relative to the body. Thus the
body is a source of suffering and enjoy-
ment—or we may consider it as punish-

‘. ..In any case the soul is the same. It is
therefore said that those who are advanced in
spiritual consciousness see the same quality of
soul in each and every body, whether it is the
body of a dog or the body of a brahmana [saintly

personl.”
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ment and reward.

Hayagriva dasa: What about the

human body? Is that a gift or a punish-
ment?

Srila Prabhupada: It is both. In the
human form of life, as in other forms,
material nature punishes the living en-
tity with so much suffering. But at the
same time, you can consider human life
a gift—because in the human form we
can approach God. We should think that
if God has given us this body for our
punishment, it is His mercy; for by
undergoing His punishment willingly
and practicing Krsna consciousness, we
may become purified and progress
toward God. Devotees think in this way.
Although the body is a form of punish-
ment, they consider it a reward—be-
cause by undergoing the punishment,
they are progressing toward God-realiza-
tion. Even when the body is given by
God for our correction, it can thus be
considered a gift.

Hayagriva ddsa: According to Au-
gustine, the physical body precedes the
spiritual. He writes, **If there is a natural
[physicall body, there is also a spiritual
body ... but it is not the spiritual that
comes first, but the physical, and then
the spiritual. .. ."”

Srila Prabhupada: No. Every living en-
tity has an eternal spiritual
body, which exists before
he tdkes on a material
body. As we said, entering
the material body is a kind
of punishment. Every soul
is eternally part and parcel
of God, but because of
some sinful activity, the
living entity comes into
this material world. In the
Bible it is said that due to
disobedience to God,
Adam and Eve lost
paradise and had to come
into the material world.
The soul belongs to the
paradise in heaven—the
planets of Krsna—but
somehow or other he falls
within this material world
and takes on a material
body. According to one’s
activities one is elevated or
degraded—as a demigod,
human being, animal, or
plant. In any case, the soul
is always aloof from the
material body. This is con-
firmed by the Vedic
literatures. Our actual,
spiritual life is revived
when we are freed from
material contamination,
or, in other words, from

reincarnation.

Hayagriva dasa: Augustine conceived
of a spiritual world in which all the souls
would be in bliss, and would be eternally
loving and glorifying God. They would
still possess freedom of will, but sin
would have no power to tempt them.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, sin cannot
touch one who remains in contact with
God. According to our desires, we
associate with the modes of material
nature and acquire different types of
bodies. Nature, the agent of Krsna,
affords us facilities by giving us a body
which is like a machine. When a son in-
sists, ‘‘Father, give me a bicycle,”’ the
affectionate father complies. This is simi-
lar to our relationship with Krsna, as He
explains in the Bhagavad-gita [18.61):

isvarah sarva-bhitanam
hrd-dese 'rjuna tisthati

bhramayan sarva-bhutani
yantrarudhani mayaya

“The Supreme Lord is situated in every-
one’s heart, O Arjuna, and is directing
the wanderings of all living entities, who
are seated as on a machine, made of the
material energy.”” The Supreme Father,
Krsna, is within the core of everyone’s
heart. As the living entity desires, the
Father supplies a body manufactured by
material nature. This body is destined to
suffer, but the spiritual bodies in the
Vaikunthas [spiritual planets] are not
subject to birth, old age, disease, or
death, or the threefold miseries.* The
spiritual bodies are eternal and full of
knowledge and bliss.

Hayagriva dasa: Augustine seems to
admit the transcendence and omnipres-
ence of God, but he seems at the same
time to reject His existence as the
localized Paramatma [Supersoul] accom-
panying each individual soul. He writes,
“‘God is not the soul of all things but the
maker of ail souls.”

Srila Prabhupada: Then how is God
omnipresent? The Paramatma is indi-
cated as the all-pervading Supersoul
both in the Brahma-samhita and the
Bhagavad-gita. Besides the verse I have
just mentioned, elsewhere in the
Bhagavad-gitd Krsna says:

upadrastanumantd ca

bharta bhoktd mahesvarah
paramatmeti capy ukio

dehe 'smin purusah parah

““Yet in this body there is also a transcen-
dental enjoyer, who is the Lord. He is

*Miseries arising from our own body and mind, mis-
eries caused by other living beings, and miseries
caused by natural disturbances.



the supreme proprietor, overseer, and
permitter, and He is known as the Super-
soul” [Bg. 13.23]. The Supersoul is also
present within every atom: vistabhvaham
idam krisnam ekamsena sthito jagat:
*“With a single fragment of Myself I per-
vade and support this entire universe’’
[Bg.10.42]. So God’s all-pervading
Paramatma feature cannot be denied.
Hayagriva dasa: For Augustine, the
human mind and soul—he called it the
“reasonable soul’’—were one and the
same.

Srila Prabhupada: No. These are dif-
ferent identities. The soul is placed in
various bodies that have different ways
of thinking, feeling, and willing—dif-
ferent minds. For instance, a dog’s mind
is not equal to that of a human being, but
this is not to say that a dog does not have
a soul. So the mind differs according to
the body, but the soul always remains
the same.

Hayagriva dasa: Well, because he
lumped together the soul and the mind,
Augustine held that the souls of animals
are not the same as the eternal,
“‘reasonable’” souls of human beings. In
this way he could justify animal killing.
He wrote, “‘Indeed, some people try to
stretch the prohibition ‘Thou shalt not
kill’ to cover beasts and cattle, and make
it unlawful to kill any such animal. But
then, why not include plants and any-
thing rooted in and feeding on the
soil? . .. Putting this nonsense aside, we
do not apply ‘Thou shalt not kill’ to
plants, because they have no sensation;
or to irrational animals that fly, swim,
walk, or creep, because they are linked
to us by no association or common bond.
By the creator’s wise ordinance they are
meant for our use, dead or alive. It only
remains for us to apply the command-
ment ‘Thou shalt not kill’ to man
alone—oneself and others.”

Srila Prabhupada: The Bible says,
“Thou shalt not kill”’—without qual-
ification. Of course, our Vedic philoso-
phy does admit that one living entity
serves as food for another living entity.
That is a natural law. As stated in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam, those animals who
have hands eat animals without hands.
And the four-legged animals eat animals
that cannot move, as well as vegetables.
So the weak are food for the strong. One
must eat an animal or a vegetable—
whatever the case, one must inevitably
eat some living entity. It thus becomes a
question of selection. However, our
Krsna consciousness philosophy does
not teach us to select our foodstuff on
the basis that plant life is less sensitive
than animal life, or that animal life is less
sensitive than human life. We consider
all human beings, animals, and plants to

Fhoto: Bhargava dasa

““The soul belongs to the paradise in heaven—the planets of Krsna. Our
actual, spiritual life is revived when we are freed from contamination—or,
in other words, from reincarnation.”’

be living entities, spirit souls.

So, apart from vegetarian or non-
vegetarian diets, we are basically con-
cerned with Krsna prasada [*‘Krsna’s
mercy,”’ food offered to Krsna with love
and devotion.] We simply take the rem-
nants of whatever Krsna eats. In the
Bhagavad-gita [9.26] Sri Krsna says:

patram puspari phalam toyam
yo me bhaktya prayacchati

tad aham bhakty-upahrtam
asnami prayatatmanah

*“If one offers Me with love and devotion
a leaf, a flower, fruit or water, I will ac-
cept it.”” This is our philosophy. We are
concerned with taking the remnants of
Krsna’s food, which we call prasdda,
mercy.

Since we want to act on the level of
loving devotion to Krsna, we have to
find out what He wants and offer Him
only that. We cannot offer Him anything
undesirable or unasked for. So meat,
fish, and eggs cannot be offered to
Krspa. If He desired such things He
would have said so. Instead He clearly
requests that a leaf, fruit, flower, and
water be given to Him. Therefore we
should understand that He will not ac-
cept meat, fish, or eggs. Vegetables,
grains, fruits, milk, and water are the
proper foods for human beings and are
prescribed here by Lord Krsna Himself,
Whatever else we might wish to eat can-
not be offered to Him, since He will not
accept it, and thus we cannot be acting

on the level of loving devotion to Krsna
it we eat such foods.

Hayagriva dasa: Concerning peace,
Augustine writes: ‘‘Peace between a
mortal man and his Maker consists in or-
dered obedience, guided by faith, under
God’s eternal law. .. ."

Srila Prabhupida: Yes. Peace means
coming in contact with the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. A man in ignorance
thinks that he is the enjoyer of this
world, but when he contacts the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, the
supreme controller, he understands that
God is the enjoyer. A servant supplies
the needs of his master, and we are ser-
vants meant to supply enjoyment to
God. Actually God has no needs to
fulfill, yet He enjoys the company of His
servants, who in turn enjoy His com-
pany. A servant is very happy when he
receives a good master, and a master is
happy to acquire a very faithful servant.
This is the relationship between the in-
dividual soul and God, and when this
relationship is destroyed, it is said that
the individual soul exists in mdyd
lillusion]. When the relationship is
restored, the individual is situated in his
spiritual consciousness—Krsna con-
sciousness—by which he understands
that the Supreme God is the actual en-
joyer and that we are His servants. God
is the actual enjoyer and proprietor as
well as the Supreme Being. When we
understand God’s transcendental
qualities, we become happy and attain
peace. g
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~ And just as people celebrate the birth of Christ,
God's son, so, at places like London’s Bhakti-

KRSNAS
BIRTHDAY

- A Worldwide Celebration

~ Not long ago, few people outside India had even heard of Him. Now
_ people all over the world celebrate the day that Krsna, the Supreme
b Personahty of Godhead appeared on earth

. Photo: Bhargava dasa

Photo: Nityalipta-devl dasi

Lord Krsna took a humble birth, in the North
Indian district of Mathura (above) —inside King
Karmsa's prison. The demonic Karnsa (whom a
devotee dramatizes, above right, driving a
chariot) even tried to kill Krsna, but Krsna
defeated him and delivered His devotees. - 2
- Despite modern-day Karmsas posing as cultural
~ and political leaders, Krgna’s pure devotee His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupéda has delivered the devotional
science of Kr$na to all the people of the world.

~ vedanta Manor (the scene of the above gather-
~ Ing), millions celebrate Janmastami—the birth of
: Lord Kl:gna. tha Father of G Iivlnq beings. nadke
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~ From India to California (as at
far left), people find Krsna

attractive. They like to

remember Krsna's mother

Yasoda churning butter (and

Krsna stealing it). And they

like to remember Krsna and

. His eternal consort Radha

(left, shown in Their Deity
forms on the Manor’s altar).
Great minds like Emerson and
Thoreau have always felt

attracted to Krsna's

Bhagavad-g:té the guidebook
to God-realization. So on
September 5 visit an ISKCON

~center, feel the attractionof
- chanting Hare Krsna and
=, feasting on food offered to
~ Krsna, and bring home the
_ Bhaga vad-gitd—the science of

Krsna “the all-attractlve v
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“Among the naive, of course, one may pass for a spiritual
master by wearing robes and a beard, bearing a twinkle in one’s eye,
performing some magic tricks, or speaking riddles. But

intelligent people won't settle for these outer trappings. . ..’

Establishing the Proof:

b

hols aReal Guru?

A Special Article by the Back to Godhead Staff

A recent Gallup poll revealed that
more than nineteen million American
adults are now practicing some form of
yoga, meditation, or other ‘‘self-
renewal’’ process. To meet this great de-
mand, many “‘gurus’’ have appeared on
the scene, each teaching his version of
spiritual truth. Some have attracted large
followings, and every disciple undoubt-
edly feels that his guru is the best. But
for the serious seeker of truth, choosing
a spiritual master cannot be a matter of
mere sentiment. Spiritual life is factual
and scientific, and we have to test the
qualifications of any spiritual teacher by
referring to the standard authority. This
authority is scripture, especially
the Sanskrit Vedic scriptures, which
throughout history have provided the
philosophical basis for the guru-disciple
relationship. By referring to Vedic scrip-
tures we can know the criteria for a bona
fide spiritual master. Then we can easily
see who is actually a spiritual master, and
who is a fraud.

Examining the Guru’s
Teachings

Among the naive, of course, one may
pass for a spiritual master by wearing
robes and a beard, bearing a twinkle in
one’s eye, performing some magic
tricks, or speaking riddles. But intelligent
people won't settle for these outer trap-
pings; they'll want to know the real
criteria for determining a teacher’s au-
thenticity.

The first criterion, according to the
Vedic scriptures, is the quality of the
words the teacher speaks. (Even a fool
may be highly esteemed—until he

10 BACK TO GODHEAD

speaks.) In the Bhagavad-gita Lord Sri
Krsna, the original spiritual master, tells
his disciple Arjuna, ‘“The self-realized
soul can impart knowledge unto you be-
cause he has seen the truth.”” In other
words, a genuine guru must have
realized the Absolute Truth, the Per-
sonality of Godhead, and he must be
able to impart this truth to his disciple,
thus freeing him (or her) from repeated
birth and death.

We should therefore immediately re-
ject as outright charlatans those so-called
gurus who pretend to have some spiri-
tual knowledge, but who teach their dis-
ciples only how to gain some material ad-
vantage—a slimmer body, better sex life,
success in business, and so on. Real
spiritual life means getting free from the
agony of birth and death. How can a
common man, unable to distinguish

spirit from matter—and thus himself

caught in the cycle of birth and death—
claim to be a spiritual master? Such
cheaters generally take up the ‘‘guru
business’’ just to earn a living. But the
Srimad-Bhdgavatam, the essence of all
Vedic scriptures, sternly warns, ‘“‘No one
should become a guru unless he can free
his disciple from birth and death.”

A true spiritual master must not only
be able to distinguish spirit from matter;
he must also be able to distinguish the
minute, individual spirit (the soul) from
the supreme spirit (the Supersoul, or
God). Failure to make this important
distinction disqualifies many of today’s
so-called spiritual masters. In fact, blur-
ring the difference between God and the
living entity is the most common philo-
sophical flaw among modern gurus.
Their reasoning goes something like

this: “The eternal spirit soul within the
body is Brahman, and the supreme spirit
beyond the body is also Brahman.
Therefore, we are all equal to the Su-
preme Brahman—or in other words, ev-
eryone is God.”

But Lord Krsna Himself denies this
idea in the Bhagavad-gita (15.7): “The
living entities in this material world are
eternally My fragmental parts.” It is cer-
tainly true that the Vedic scriptures, es-
pecially the Upanisads, teach meditation
on Brahman, the eternal spirit. And they
also teach the realization that each one
of us, as a spirit soul, is also Brahman,
separate from our material body. But
beyond this all the Vedic scriptures ex-
plain that although each of us is spirit,
we are only minute sparks of the su-
preme spirit, God. In other words, God
is supreme and infinite, and we are all
His infinitesimal expansions; therefore,
our duty is to serve Him. This simple ax-
iom is the essence of theism, and all the
world’s religions loudly declare it. For a
guru to omit or distort this teaching is a
serious philosophical lapse. Behind his
negligence we will usually find a cheating
mentality—a strong aversion for surren-
dering to the mastership of God. So,
when the teachings of a spiritual master
are inimical to bhakti, or loving devotion
to God—when he teaches that there is
no personal God, or that God is only an
energy, or that we can become God—
then we should reject him.

Just as it is a fraud for a so-called guru
to offer only gross material benefits, or
to collect money from his disciples for
selfish aims, or to teach the disciples that
they are God or can become God—so it
is an even greater fraud for the so-called



guru to proclaim that he himself is an in-
carnation of God. The Vedic scriptures
predict the incarnations of God and de-
scribe their extraordinary qualities and
activities. So any ordinary person who
poses as a guru and says heis an incarna-
tion of God exposes himself as the
greatest fool in human society. The truth
is that everyone, including the spiritual
master, is an eternal servant of God.

Since we are all servants of the
Supreme Lord, a bona fide guru must be
a devotee of the Supreme Lord and teach
others how to become His devotees. In
fact, unless the guru is a devotee of Lord
Krsna, he cannot understand transcen-
dental knowledge—what to speak of im-
parting it to others. An ideal example of
a qualified recipient of transcendental
knowledge is Arjuna, whom Lord Krsna
empowered to understand the Bhagavad-
gita because of his devotional attitude.
Krsna explains in the fourth chapter, “O
Arjuna, this very ancient science of the
relationship with the Supreme is today
told by Me to you because you are My
devotee as well as My friend; therefore
you can understand the transcendental
mystery of this science’ (Bg.4.3).
Though Krsna spoke the Bhagavad-gita
five thousand years ago, His words still
hold true today: only the Lord’s devo-
tees can understand transcendental
knowledge.

Another important criterion for a guru
is that he himself must be a disciple of a
bona fide spiritual master—one who is
part of a succession of spiritual masters
coming from Lord Krsna Himself. A
guru’s teachings cannot be genuine un-
less he has received his knowledge by
this process of disciplic succession, be-
cause one who is not part of a genuine
disciplic chain can have no access to the
Vedic knowledge. So we cannot over-
emphasize the importance of the dis-
ciplic succession in determining the
credibility of a spiritual teacher. No mat-
ter how learned a scholar one may be, he
cannot understand the import of Vedic
knowledge by the speculative approach.
In other words, no one can know the
Transcendence by _his' imperfect sense
perception. As the Svetdsvatara Upanisad
(6.23) explains, ‘*Only unto those great
souls who simultaneously have implicit
faith in both the Lord and the spiritual
master are all the imports of Vedic
knowledge automatically revealed.”

Examining the Guru’s Life

A genuine guru must not only speak
the truth; he must also /live it. In other
words, his character must be perfect and
his behavior exemplary. In the West we
commonly see that a professor or phi-

=
=
=
=
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losopher achieves renown on the basis of
his teachings alone, regardless of his per-
sonal life. But in Vedic society, if a man
is a drunkard or in some other way vio-
lates the ideal principles he teaches, then
he is considered not a teacher but a
cheater. According to the Gitd a real
guru, who teaches by example, must
have the qualities of peacefulness, sense
control, austerity, purity, tolerance,
honesty, wisdom, and faith in God. So-
called gurus who indulge in abominable
things like meat eating, cigarette smok-
ing, and illicit sex, and who covet wealth
for purchasing various other forms of
sense gratification, are all disqualified.
One who cannot control his senses can-
not rightfully bear the title “‘guru.”
Since renunciation is a criterion for a

A genuine guru must not only speak
the truth; he must also live it. His
character must be perfect and his

behavior exemplary.

genuine guru, then what about yogis
who remain alone in silent meditation,
seeking to stay pure by avoiding all ma-
terial contact? Are they the ideal gurus?
No—because such withdrawal from the
mass of people does not help those who
are suffering without God conscious-
ness. One of the greatest God-realized
gurus, Srila Rapa Gosvami, states in his
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, ‘‘If one rejects
material things which could be used in
the service of Krsna [God], his renuncia-
tion is incomplete.”” Everything should
be used to serve God. By not withdraw-
ing from the world, but rather by using
worldly things (including money, cars,
public media, buildings, and so on) to
spread God consciousness, a genuine
guru can actually attain complete renun-
ciation and also help humanity.

Sometimes a so-called guru seeks to
help humanity by performing some
social welfare mission, such as opening
hospitals or uplifting the poor. Such a
man is generally an atheist, devoid of
any real spiritual knowledge. A true
spiritual master engages wholeheartedly
in glorifying the Supreme Lord, fully
convinced that this alone will bring the
highest happiness, even within the ma-
terial sphere. Such a true guru has com-
plete faith in Narada Muni’s words in the
Srimad-Bhagavatam: **As pouring water
on the root of a tree energizes the trunk,
branches, twigs, and leaves; and as sup-
plying food to the stomach enlivens the
senses and limbs of the body; so simply
worshiping Lord Krsna through devo-
tional service automatically satisfies the
Lord’s parts and parcels, the demigods
[who supply the rain, air, sunlight, and
all other necessities for man].”” So a
bona fide spiritual master makes broad-
casting the glories of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead his only business.
He never wastes time making ma-
terialistic plans or concocting dry philo-
sophical speculations about God, for he
knows full well that all people will be
completely satisfied if they simply glorify
God. Lord Krsna describes such genuine
mahatmas (great souls) as follows:
‘* Always chanting My glories, endeavor-
ing with great determination, bowing
down before Me, these great souls per-
petually worship Me with devotion™
(Bg.9.14).

The perfect example of such a
mahatma is Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
an incarnation of Krsna who appeared
five hundred years ago in Bengal, India,
to teach pure devotional service. Lord
Caitanya taught that one should perfect
his own life by practicing the science of
Krsna consciousness, and that one
should also teach others this science. In
one sense, then, He taught that every-
one could become a guru simply by
telling others about the pastimes and
teachings of Krsna. During His manifest
existence on earth, Lord Caitanya acted
as a devotee and always tried to engage
others in chanting the glories of the
Lord. Thus, He set the example of an
ideal spiritual master.

To summarize, we can see that six
chief criteria mentioned in the authorita-
tive Vedic scriptures determine the
authenticity of a guru. First, the guru’s
teachings must be fully spiritual: he must
not cheat his disciples by promising them
material benefits; rather, he must teach
them how to become free from material
life and obtain liberation from the mis-
eries of repeated birth and death. Sec-
ond, the guru must have attained the
highest realization of the Absolute
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Truth—the personality of God—which is
beyond the incomplete impersonal con-
ception. In this way the guru will be com-
petent to distinguish between the infinite
Supreme Spirit (God) and the in-
finitesimal spirit souls. Fully aware of
this distinction between God and the in-
dividual soul, he should engage himself
as a devotée of the Supreme Lord and
teach devotional service to his disciples.
The third criterion is that the guru must
have received his knowledge from a
bona fide spiritual master through the
authorized process of disciplic succes-
sion, as explained in the Vedic literature.
The fourth is that the guru’s character
must be pure: he must rigidly follow all
the religious principles governing saintly
behavior. Fifth, he must engage himself
and others in the glorification of the
Lord as the ultimate activity for human
society, and he should not divert his en-
ergies to material welfare work. And
sixth, a guru of the highest order must
spread the message of God (Krsna) con-
sciousness throughout the world.

Srila Prabhupada

Now, let’s apply these six criteria to
the Founder-A4cdrya of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement, His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
so that we can see whether he is in fact a
bona fide spiritual master.

First, are Srila Prabhupada’s teachings
purely spiritual—free of any material
tinge—and can they liberate one from
the misery of repeated birth and death?
Yes. Srila Prabhupada bases all of his
teachings on the Bhagavad-gitd, and
throughout the Bhagavad-gita Krsna
declares that His devotee attains the
highest perfection: ‘‘Devotional service
is the highest activity. ... Only by devo-
tional service can one achieve transcen-
dental knowledge....One engaged in
devotional service is already liberated
from birth and death....” Again and
again Lord Krsna declares that bhakii,
devotional service, is the best method
for spiritual realization. Although the
Vedas teach many other paths besides
bhakti (such paths as knowledge, severe
austerities, karma-yoga, and mystic
yoga) the Srimad-Bhdgavatam, the final
word in Vedic literature, refers to all
these as kaitava-dharma, or ‘‘cheating
religion.”’ In truth only unalloyed devo-
tional service (bhakti) can give satisfac-
tion to the soul, other practices are of
value only insofar as they lead to bhakti.
Thus, at the conclusion of the Bhagavad-
gita Lord Krsna declares, sarva-dharman
parityajya: **Give up all other so-called
religious activities and surrender unto
Me alone’ (Bg. 18.66). On Krsna’s au-
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thority, Srila Prabhupidda is teaching
only bhakrf—yogg, love of God.

Second, has Srila Prabhupida realized
the Absolute Truth, the Personality of
Godhead, and is he imparting that
realization to his disciples? Yes. It is said
that one can recognize the fully God-
conscious spiritual master by his ability
to raise many fallen souls to the level of
God consciousness. Unquestionably,
Srila Prabhupada exhibits this strength
to a remarkable degree. Simply by com-
ing into contact with Srila Prabhupada,
thousands of people have devoted their
lives to Krsna, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Srila Prabhupada’s disciples
are popularly known as ‘‘Krsnas’ and
*‘Hare Krsna people’’ —evidence of how
totally dedicated to God they have ac-
tually become. Also, Srila Prabhupada’s
disciples strictly avoid the four sinful
activities: meat eating, illicit sex, intoxi-
cation, and gambling. These four ac-
tivities, the pillars of sinful life, are an
integral part of our modern society. That
50 many young people have given them
up so unreservedly is certainly revolu-

tionary, and is but another tribute to the
bona fide guru.

Third, has Srila Prabhupada received
his knowledge from a bona fide spiritual
master through the authorized process
of disciplic succession? Yes. Srila
Prabhupida is the present representative
of the most authorized disciplic succes-
sion, the Brahma-Madhva-Gaudiya-
sampradaya. The Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Lord Krsna, has blessed this
disciplic succession by appearing first as
its original preceptor and again, only five
hundred years ago, as Lord Caitanya
Mahéaprabhu. In the beginning of cre-
ation, Lord Krsna taught the Vedas to
Brahma, the ‘‘cosmic engineer,”” who in
turn instructed his son and chief disciple,
Narada Muni. Narada then passed down
the transcendental knowledge to Vyasa-
deva (the literary incarnation of God),
who compiled all the Vedic literature, in-
cluding the Upanisads, Veddnta-siitra,
Purdnas, and Mahabhdrata (which con-
tains the Bhagavad-gita). During the
twelfth century the great Madhvacarya,
who defeated both Buddha’s voidist




philosophy and Sankara’s impersonalist
philosophy, also appeared in this dis-
ciplic succession. Srila Rapa Gosvami,
the most renowned authority on krsna-
bhakti, and Jiva Gosvami, India’s
greatest scholar, are two more links in
this unbroken chain of spiritual masters.
And today Srila Prabhupada represents
the entire line as the disciple of Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. Cer-
tainly no other genuine guru has such
credentials—what to speak of the
cheaters who concoct their own philoso-
phies and deceive the public for their
personal aggrandizement.

This brings us to the fourth point: the
extraordinary purity of Srila Prabhu-
pada’s character. Unlike those pseudo
gurus who preach one thing and practice
another, Srila Prabhupida exemplifies
all the qualities of a mahatma (great
soul) described in the scriptures. He is
peaceful, tolerant, merciful, austere,
totally self-contrelled, humble, perfectly
clean (externally and within his heart),
and friendly to everyone. Above all, he
has perfect, unshakable faith in Lord

Krsna. Anyone who has met him can
testify that, without question, he is a
modern saint in the most profound
sense. Z

Fifth, does Srila Prabhupida teach
glorification of God as the only means for
self-realization, and does he shun ma-
terially motivated welfare work? Yes. In
perfect accord with the scriptures and the
preceding spiritual masters, Srila
Prabhupada is exclusively propagating
the sankirtana movement—the con-
gregational chanting of God’s names and
engagement in His devotional service.
Many parts of the Vedic literature
proclaim that of all spiritual practices,
sarkirtana is the most effective for this
materialistic age: the Brhan-ndradiya
Purana explains that no other method of
God-realization is possible for the people
of this age; the Kali-santarana Upanisad
declares that the holy name will cure the
chanter of the poisonous effects of the
present materialistic age of Kali; and the
Narada Parficardtra says that the Hare
Krsna mantra (composed entirely of
God’s names) is equal to all other man-
tras and sacrifices combined. Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu also taught
glorification of God through sankirtana,
and He particularly stressed the Hare
Krsna mahd-mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare. As for material well-being, Lord
Caitanya explains in the Caitanya-
caritamrta (Madhya22.62) that anyone
who glorifies Lord Krsna through devo-
tional service automatically performs all
subsidiary activities. In other words, he
attains both spiritual and material fulfill-
ment. So what need is there for ma-
terialistic philanthropy?

Since Srila Prabhupada is teaching the
conclusion of the scriptures and is sup-
ported by the past authorities, the
knowledge he is giving is the purest and
most authorized. None of today’s gurus
is even nearly as qualified in this respect.
If a would-be guru is not teaching the
message of the disciplic succession from
Krsna, and if he does not put forward the
philosophy of the Bhagavad-gitd, and if
he does not stress the glorification of
God by chanting His holy names—then
he cannot be accepted as genuine.

, Finally, the conclusive evidence that
Srila Prabhupdda is the only real guru
today is that he is effectively spreading
God (Krsna) consciousness throughout
the world. Some persons object when we
praise Srila Prabhupada so highly. They
think we are saying no one can become a
guru except our guru. But actually Lord
Caitanya says that everyone—especially
those born in India—should make his
life perfect by practicing Krsna con-

sciousness and then teach Krsna
consciousness to others. Only Srila
Prabhupada, however, has taken up the
Lord’s order with so much determina-
tion and so much success. Twelve years
ago, while living in Vrndavana, the land
of Krsna, Srila Prabhupida saw that his
elder Godbrothers were not carrying out
the order of Lord Caitanya and Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura to
spread the message of Krsna conscious-
ness. Now that Srila Prabhupada has
taken up that order, he deserves not
criticism but praise. Indeed, the entire
world should cooperate with such a self-
less universal teacher.

The Miracle
of Srila Prabhupada’s Books

Certainly there is abundant evidence
of Srila Prabhupada’s greatness, but the
most conclusive of all is his books. First,
Srila Prabhupida is the only guru who
has presented the Bhagavad-gita purely,
without misleading commentary. As
long ago as the end of the nineteenth
century, many Hindu gurus came to the
United States claiming to be great saints
and scholars of the Bhagavad-gita. They
presented the Gitd in many versions—
nearly one hundred—but not one pro-
duced even a single devotee of Krspa. In
other words, these false gurus put forth
the Bhagavad-gita with self-interested in-
terpretations, simply to popularize their
own philosophies. Thus they ignored the
Gitda’s teal philosophy of surrender to
Krsna. And the result? Although many
people admired the Bhagavad-gitd, no
one could understand it, and no one
cared to become a devotee of Krspa.
However, since Srila Prabhupada’s pub-
lication of the Bhagavad-gita As It Is,
thousands of people have become puri-
fied by this knowledge and have taken up
devotional service to Lord Krsna.

Among Srila Prabhupada’s other books
are the Srimad-Bhagavatam (a work in
progress) and the Caitanya-caritamrta,
two of the most important Vedic scrip-
tures. To date Srila Prabhupada has writ-
ten more than sixty volumes, and he is
currently producing one complete book
nearly every month. These publications
(and their author) have won the praise
of leading scholars throughout the
world, as the following comments will at-
test.

Professor Garry Gelade of Oxford
University writes, ““This [Srimad-
Bhagavatam] is a book to be trea-
sured. ... The clarity and precision of
Srila Prabhupidda’s commentaries on the
text can rarely have been equaled. No
one of whatever faith or philosophical
persuasion who reads this book with an
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open mind can fail to be moved and im-
pressed.”

Dr. Shaligram Shukla, Professor of
Sanskrit at Georgetown University,
praises Srila Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-gita
As It Is: ‘It is a deeply felt, powerfully
conceived, and beautifully explained
work ...I have never seen any other
work on the Gitd with such an ardent
voice and style.””

And Dr. Kailash Vajpeye, Visiting
Professor of Indian Studies at the Uni-
versity of Mexico, expresses himself in
this way: **Of all commentaries on the
Bhagavad-gita that have appeared until
now in the West, this present edition by
Sri A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada is the best....Srila Prabhupada’s
Sanskrit scholarship is without parallel.
His penetration into the meaning of the
text indicates the deepest realization and
understanding of the profound meaning
of the Gita.”

Conclusion

From every angle of vision and on
every count, it is clear that Srila Prabhu-
pada is jagad-guru—a pure devotee em-
powered by the Supreme Personality of

Godhead to teach Krsna consciousness
to the entire world. Indeed, more than a
century ago Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura,
one of the great spiritual masters in the
line of disciplic succession, predicted the
advent of His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Srila
Bhaktivinoda wrote, “*A personality will
soon appear to preach the teachings of
Lord Caitanya and move unrestrictedly
over the whole world with His mes-
sage.”

In 1965, at the advanced age of sev-
enty, with no companion and practically
no money (about five dollars) —but with
the ardent desire to execute the instruc-
tion of his guru—Srila Prabhupada left
his home in Vrndavana, India, and
sailed to America. On his arrival in
Boston Harbor, Srila Prabhupada wrote,
“I do not know, Krsna, why You have
sent me here. These people are all
demonic, engaged in meat eating and il-
licit sex. How will they be able to hear
the message of Krsna?'’ Srila Prabhu-
pada wasn’t patronized by any organiza-
tion in the United States, nor was he
helped by His Godbrothers in India. Yet
as a surrendered servant of his spiritual
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master, he tried to spread Krsna con-
sciousness, beginning from a humble
storefront on New York’s Lower East
Side. The success of the worldwide
Krsna consciousness movement today is
a testimony to Krsna’s favor upon His
pure devotee.

Srila Prabhupada started the Krsna
consciousness movement single-
handedly, and in only eleven years he
has laid the foundation, organized the
framework, and imparted the philosophy
for a universal movement to establish
God consciousness throughout human
society. In only eleven years Srila
Prabhupada has circled the globe more
than a dozen times— preaching, translat-
ing, opening more than one hundred
centers, managing worldwide affairs, and
accepting thousands of disciples—all at a
pace that none of his youthful followers
has been able to match. His sixty-plus
books have been translated into fifteen
major languages, and they are standard
texts in colleges and universities
throughout North America, Europe,
Australia, and parts of Asia.

Srila Prabhupada has taught business-
men to do business for Krsna, artists to
paint and sculpt for Krsna, and scientists
to use their brainpower and know-how
for Krsna. He has taught mothers to
raise Krsna-conscious children, actors to
perform dramas depicting the pastimes
of Krsna, and anyone and everyone to
chant Hare Krsna and eat prasdda, food
offered to Krsna. He has transformed his
fortunate disciples (who had formerly
been brainwashed by today’s demonic
propaganda of sense gratification) into
peaceful, self-controlled brahmanas, the
most intelligent members of human
society. Srila Prabhupada is jagad-guru,
the spiritual master of all of us (all of us
who agree to hear him submissively),
and he is teaching the world how to have
peace, both individually and inter-
nationally, by using everything in the
service of its rightful owner—Krsna—
and by chanting Krsna’s holy names.

The glory of Srila Prabhupada as the
representative of God surpasses any at-
tempt to define his greatness. Beyond
the proofs cited in these few pages, a
closer study of Srila Prabhupada’s life
and teachings will reveal many more
unprecedented achievements and afford
further transcendental enlightenment.
The reader of this humble attempt to
praise a great soul has been very kind to

<onsider our presentation. To you our

concluding words are these: we respect-
fully request you to read the books of
this highly exalted bona fide spiritual
master. If you submissively hear his
message, certainly it will touch your

o,

heart and benefit you eternally. e
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First Canto

“Creation”

CHAPTER TWELVE

Birth of Emperor Pariksit

(continued from previous issue)
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matur garbha-gato virah
sa tada bhrgu-nandana

dadarsa purusar kancid
dahyamano ’stra-tejasd

matuh—mother; garbha—womb; gatah—being situated there;
virah—the great fighter; sah—child Pariksit; tada—at that time;
bhrgu-nandana—O son of Bhrgu; dadarsa—could see: purusam—the
Supreme Lord; kaficit—as someone else; dahyamanah—suffering from
bcing burned; astra—the brahmastra: fejasd —temperature.

TRANSLATION

O son of Bhrgu [Saunaka], when the child Pariksit, the great
fighter, was in the womb of his mother, Uttara, and was suffering
from the burning heat of the brahmastra [thrown by Aévatthamal],
he could observe the Supreme Lord coming to him.

PURPORT

Death generally involves remaining in trance for seven months. A liv-
ing being, according to his own action, is allowed to enter into the womb
of a mother by the vehicle of a father’s semina, and thus he develops his
desired body. This is the law of birth in specific bodies according to one’s
past actions. When he is awake from trance, he feels the inconvenience
of being confined within the womb, and thus he wants to come out of it
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and sometimes fortunately prays to the Lord for such liberation.
Maharéja Pariksit, while in the womb of his mother, was struck by the
brahmastra released by Aévatthama, and he was feeling the burning
heat. But because he was a devotee of the Lord, the Lord at once ap-
peared Himself within the womb by His all-powerful energy, and the
child could see that someone else had come to save him. Even in that
helpless condition, the child Pariksit endured the unbearable tem-
perature due to his being a great fighter by nature. And for this reason
the word virah has been used.
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angustha-matram amalari
sphurat-purata-maulinam

apivya-darsanam Sydamarn
tadid vdsasam acyutam

angustha—by the measure of a thumb: matram—only; amalam—
transcendental; sphurat—blazing; purata—gold; maulinam—helmet;
apivya—very beautiful; darsanam—to look at; §yamam—blackish;
tadit—lightning; vasasam—clothing; acyutam—the Infallible (the
Lord).

TRANSLATION

He [the Lord] was only thumb high, but He was all transcenden-
tal. He had a very beautiful, blackish, infallible body, and He wore
a dress of lightning yellow and a helmet of blazing gold. Thus He
was seen by the child,

TEXT 9
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srimad-dirgha-catur-bahum
tapta-kancana-kundalam

ksatajaksarn gada-panim
atmanah sarvato disam

paribhramantam ulkabharh
bhramayantarh gadam muhuh
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§rimat—enriched; dirgha—prolonged; catur-bahum—four-handed;
tapta-kdncana—molten gold; kundalam—earrings; ksataja-aksam—
eyes with the redness of blood; gadd-panim—hand with a club;
dtmanah—own; sarvatah—all; diSam—around; paribhramantam—
loitering; ulkabhdm—like shooting stars; bhramayantam—encircling;
gadam—the club; muhuh—constantly.

TRANSLATION

The Lord was enriched with four hands, earrings of molten gold
and eyes blood red with fury. As He loitered about, His club con-
stantly encircled Him like a shooting star.

PURPORT

It is said in the Brahma-sarihita (Ch.5) that the Supreme Lord
Govinda, by His one plenary portion, enters into the halo of the universe
and distributes himself as Paramatma, or the Supersoul, not only within
the heart of every living being, but also within every atom of the ma-
terial elements. Thus the Lord is all-pervading by His inconceivable
potency, and thus He entered the womb of Uttara to save His beloved de-
votee Maharaja Pariksit. In the Bhagavad-gita (9.31) the Lord assured
everyone that His devotees are never to be vanquished. No one can kill a
devotee of the Lord because he is protected by the Lord, and no one can
save a person whom the Lord desires to kill. The Lord is all-powerful,
and therefore He can hoth save and kill as He likes. He became visible to
His devotee Maharaja Pariksit even in that awkward position (in the
womb of his mother) in a shape just suitable for his vision. The Lord can
become bigger than thousands of universes and can become smaller than
an atom at the same time. Merciful as He is, He becomes just suitable to
the vision of the limited living being. He is unlimited. He is not limited
by any measurement of our calculation. He can become bigger than what
we can think of, and He can become smaller than what we can conceive.
But in all circumstances He is the same all-powerful Lord. There is no
difference between the thumblike Visnu in the womb of Uttara and the
full-fledged Nardyana in the Vaikuntha-dhama, the kingdom of God-
head. He accepts the form of arca-vigraha (worshipable Deity) just to ac-
cept service from His different incapable devotees. By the mercy of the
arca-vigraha, the form of the Lord in material elements, the devotees
who are in the material world can easily approach the Lord, although He
is not conceivable by the material senses. The arca-vigraha is therefore
an all-spiritual form of the Lord to be perceived by the material devo-
tees; such an arca-vigraha of the Lord is never to be considered material.
There is no difference between matter and spirit for the Lord, although
there is a gulf of difference between the two in the case of the condi-
tioned living being. For the Lord there is nothing but spiritual existence,
and similarly there is nothing except spiritual existence for the pure de-
votee of the Lord in his intimate relation with the Lord.

TEXT 10
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astra-tejah sva-gadayd
ntharam iva gopatih
vidhamantar sannikarse

paryaiksata ka ity asau

astra-tejah—radiation of the brahmadstra; sva-gadaya—by means
of His own club; niharam—drops of dew; iva—like; gopatih—the
sun; vidhamantam—the act of vanishing; sannikarse—nearby;

paryaiksata—observing; kah—who; iti asau—this body.

TRANSLATION

The Lord was thus engaged in vanquishing the radiation of the
brahmastra, just as the sun evaporates a drop of dew. He was ob-
served by the child, who thought about who He was.

[Canto 1, Ch. 12

TEXT 11
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vidhiiya tad ameydtma
bhagavan dharma-gub vibhuh
misato dasamadsasya

tatraivantardadhe harih

vidhitya—having completely washed off; tat—that; ameydatma—the
all-pervading Supersoul; bhagavan—the Personality of Godhead;
dharma-gup—the protector of righteousness; vibhuh—the Supreme;
misatah—while observing; dasamdsasya—of one who is dressed by all
directions; tatra eva—then and there; antah—out of sight; dadhe—be-
came; harth—the Lord.

TRANSLATION

While thus being observed by the child, the Supreme Lord Per-
sonality of Godhead, the Supersoul of everyone and the protector
of the righteous, who stretches in all directions and who is un-
limited by time and space, disappeared at once.

PURPORT

Child Pariksit was not observing a living being who is limited by time
and space. There is a gulf of difference between the Lord and the in-
dividual living being. The Lord is mentioned herein as the supreme liv-
ing being unlimited by time and space. Every living being is limited by
time and space. Even though a living being is qualitatively one with the
Lord, quantitatively there is a great difference between the Supreme Soul
and the common individual soul. In the Bhagavad-gita both the living
beings and the Supreme Being are said to be all-pervading (yena sarvam
idarh tatam), yet there is a difference between these two kinds of all-
pervasiveness. A common living being or soul can be all-pervading
within his own limited body, but the supreme living being is all-pervad-
ing in all space and all time. A common living being cannot extend its in-
fluence over another common living being by its all-pervasiveness, but
the Supreme Supersoul, the Personality of Godhead, is unlimitedly able
to exert His influence over all places and all times and over all fiving
beings. And because He is all-pervasive, unlimited by time and space, He
can appear even within the womb of the mother of child Pariksit. He is
mentioned herein as the protector of the righteous. Anyone who is a sur-
rendered soul unto the Supreme is righteous, and he is specifically pro-
tected by the Lord in all circumstances. The Lord is the indirect protector
of the unrighteous also, for He rectifies their sins through His external
potency. The Lord is mentioned herein as one who is dressed in the ten
directions. This means dressed with garments on ten sides, up and down.
He is present everywhere and can appear and disappear at His will from
everywhere and anywhere. His disappearance from the sight of the child
Pariksit does not mean that He appeared on the spot from any other
place. He was present there, and even after His disappearance He was
there, although invisible to the eyes of the child. This material covering
of the effulgent firmament is also something like a womb of the mother
nature, and we are all put into the womb by the Lord, the father of all
living beings. He is present everywhere, even in this material womb of
mother Durgi, and those who are deserving can see the Lord.
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tatah sarva-gunodarke
sanukila-grahodaye

jajie varsa-dharah pandor
bhityah pandur ivaujasd
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tatah—thereupon; sarva—all; guna—good signs; udarke—having
gradually evolved; sanukila—all favorable; grahodaye—constellation
of stellar influence; jajie—took birth; varisa-dharah—heir apparent;
pandoh—of Pandu; bhayah—being; panduh iva—exactly like Pandu;
ojasi—by prowess.

TRANSLATION

Thereupon, when all the good signs of the zodiac gradually

evolved, the heir apparent of Pandu, who would be exactly like

him in prowess, took birth.

PURPORT

Astronomical calculations of stellar influences upon a living being are
not suppositions, but are factual, as confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam.
Every living being is controlled by the laws of nature at every minute,
just as a citizen is controlled by the influence of the state. The state laws
are grossly observed, but the laws of material nature, being subtle to our
gross understanding, cannot be experienced grossly. As stated in the
Bhagavad-gita (3.9), every action of life produces another reaction,
which is binding upon us, and only those who are acting on behalf of
Yajfia (Visnu) are not bound by reactions. Our actions are judged by the
higher authorities, the agents of the Lord, and thus we are awarded
bodies according to our activities. The law of nature is so subtle that
every part of our body is influenced by the respective stars, and a living
being obtains his working body to fulfill his terms of imprisonment by
the manipulation of such astronomical influence. A man’s destiny is
therefore ascertained by the birthtime constellation of stars, and a factual
horoscope is made by a learned astrologer. It is a great science, and mis-
use of a science does not make it useless. Mahiraja Pariksit or even the
Personality of Godhead appear in certain constellations of good stars, and
thus the influence is exerted upon the body thus born at an auspicious
moment. The most auspicious constellation of stars takes place during
the appearance of the Lord in this material world, and it is specifically
called jayanti, a word not to be abused for any other purposes. Maharaja
Pariksit was not only a great ksatriya emperor, but also a great devotee of
the Lord. Thus he cannot take his birth at any inauspicious moment. As a
proper place and time is selected to receive a respectable personage, so
also to receive such a personality as Mahardja Pariksit, who was es-
pecially cared for by the Supreme Lord, a suitable moment is chosen
when all good stars assembled together to exert their influence upon the
King. Thus: he took his birth just to be known as the great hero of
Srimad-Bhagavatam. This suitable arrangement of astral influences is
never a creation of man’s will, but is the arrangement of the superior
management of the agency of the Supreme Lord. Of course, the arrange-
ment is made according to the good or bad deeds of the living being.
Herein lies the importance of pious acts performed by the living being.
Only by pious acts can one be allowed to get good wealth, good education
and beautiful features. The sariiskaras of the school of sanatana-dharma
(man’s eternal engagement) are highly suitable for creating an at-
mosphere for taking advantage of good stellar influences, and therefore
garbhadhana-sarskara, or the first seedling purificatory process
prescribed for the higher castes, is the beginning of all pious acts to
receive a good pious and intelligent class of men in human society. There
will be peace and prosperity in the world due to good and sane population
only; there is hell and disturbance only because of the unwanted, insane
populace addicted to sex indulgence.

TEXT 13
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tasya pritamand raja
viprair dhaumya-krpadibhih
jatakam kdrayam asa
vacayitva ca mangalam

tasya—his;  pritamandh—satisfied;  raja—King  Yudhisthira;
vipraih—by the learned bréhmanas; dhaumya—Dhaumya; krpa—
Krpa; adibhih—and others also; jatakam—one of the purificatory pro-
cesses performed just after the birth of a child; karayam dsa—had them
performed; vacayitva—Dby recitation; ca—also; marngalam —auspicious.

TRANSLATION

King Yudhisthira, who was very satisfied with the birth of
Maharija Pariksit, had the purificatory process of bhirth per-
formed. Learned brahmanas, headed by Dhaumya and Krpa,
recited auspicious hymns.

PURPORT

There is a need for a good and intelligent class of brahmanas who are
expert in performing the purificatory processes prescribed in the system
of varnasrama-dharma. Unless such purificatory processes are per-
formed, there is no possibility of good population, and in the age of Kali
the population all over the world is of §iidra quality or lower for want of
this purificatory process. It is not possible, however, to revive the Vedic
process of purification in this age, for want of proper facilities and good
brahmanas, but there is the Pafcaratrika system also recommended for
this age. The Pajicaratrika system acts on the Sidra class of men,
supposedly the population of the Kali-yuga, and it is the prescribed
purificatory process suitable to the age and time. Such a purificatory pro-
cess is allowed only for spiritual upliftment and not for any other pur-
pose. Spiritual upliftment is never conditioned by higher or lower
parentage.

After the garbhadhana purificatory process, there are certain other
sariskaras like simantonnayana, sadhabhaksanam, etc., during the
period of pregnancy, and when the child is born the first purificatory
process is jatakarman. This was performed duly by Maharaja
Yudhisthira with the help of good and learned brahmanas like Dhaumya,
the royal priest, and Krpacarya, who was not only a priest but also a great
general. Both these learned and perfect priests, assisted by other good
brakmanas, were employed by Mahirdja Yudhisthira to perform the
ceremony. Therefore all the sarskaras, purificatory processes, are not
mere formalities or social functions only, but they are all for practical
purposes and can be successfully performed by expert brahmanas like
Dhaumya and Krpa. Such brahmanas are not only rare, but also not
available in this age, and therefore, for the purpose of spiritual uplift-
ment in this fallen age, the Gosvamis prefer the purificatory processes
under Paricardtrika formulas to the Vedic rites.

Krpicarya is the son of the great Rsi Sardban and was born in the
family of Gautama. The birth is said to be accidental. By chance, the
great Rsi Sardban met Janapadi, a famous society girl of heaven, and the
Rsi Sardban discharged semina in two parts. By one part immediately a
male child and by the other part a female child were born as twins. The
male child was later on known as Krpa, and the female child was known
as Krpi. Mahirija Santanu, while engaged in chase in the jungle, picked
up the children and brought them up to the brahminical status by the
proper purificatory process. Krpacirya later became a great general like
Dronacarya, and his sister was married to Droncarya. Krpacarya later
on took part in the Battle of Kuruksetra and joined the party of
Duryodhana. Krpacarya helped kill Abhimanyu, the father of Maharaja
Pariksit, but he was still held in esteem by the family of the Pandavas
due to his being as great a brahmana as Dronacarya. When the Pandavas
were sent to the forest after being defeated in the gambling game with
Duryodhana, Dhrtarastra entrusted the Pandavas to Krpacarya for guid-
ance. After the end of the battle, Krpacarya again became a member of
the royal assembly, and he was called during the birth of Maharaja
Pariksit for recitation of auspicious Vedic hymns to make the ceremony
successful. Mahéraja Yudhisthira, while quitting the palace for his great
departure to the Himalayas, entrusted Krpacarya with Maharaja Pariksit
as his disciple, and he left home satisfied because of Krpacarya’s taking
charge of Maharaja Pariksit. The great administrators, kings and em-
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perors were always under the guidance of learned brahmanas like
Krpicirya and thus were able to act properly in the discharge of political
responsibilities.

TEXT 14
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hiranyari garm mahir graman
hasty-asvan nrpatir varan

pradat svannarm ca viprebhyah
praja-tirthe sa tirthavit

hiranyam—gold; gam—cows; mahim—land; graman—villages:
hasti—elephants; asvan—horses: nrpatih—the King; varan—rewards;
pradat—gave in charity; svannam—good food grains; ca—and;
viprebhyah—unto the brahmanas; praja-tirthe—on the occasion of giv-
ing in charity on the birthday of a son; sah—he; tirtha-vit—one who
knows how, when and where charity is to be given.

TRANSLATION

Upon the birth of a son, the King, who knew how, where and
when charity should be given, gave gold, land, villages, elephants,
horses and good food grains to the brahmanas.

PURPORT

Only the bréhmanas and sannyasis are authorized to accept charity
from the householders. In all the different occasions of sariskaras, es-
pecially during the time of birth, marriage and death, wealth is dis-
tributed to the brahmanas because the brahmanas give the highest
quality of service in regard to the prime necessity of humankind. The
charity was substantial in the shape of gold, land, villages, horses,
elephants and food grains, with other materials for cooking complete
foodstuff. The brahmanas were not, therefore, poor in the actual sense
of the term. On the contrary, because they possessed gold, land, villages,
horses, elephants and sufficient grains, they had nothing to earn for
themselves. They would simply devote themselves to the well-being of
the entire society.

The word tirthavit is significant because the King knew well where
and when charity has to be given. Charity is never unproductive or
blind. In the sastras charity was offered to persons who deserve to accept
charity by dint of spiritual enlightenment. The so-called daridra-
ndrdyana, a misconception of the Supreme Lord by unauthorized per-
sons, is never to be found in the $astras as the object of charity. Nor can a
wretched poor man receive much munificent charity in the way of
horses, elephants, land and villages. The conclusion is that the intelligent
men, or the brahmanas specifically engaged in the service of the Lord,
were properly maintained without anxiety for the needs of the body, and
the King and other householders gladly looked after all their comforts.

It is enjoined in the $astras that as long as a child is joined with the
mother by the navel pipe, the child is considered to be of ane body with
the mother, but as soon as the pipe is cut and the child is separated from
the mother, the purificatory process of jatakarman is performed. The ad-
ministrative demigods and past forefathers of the family come to see a
newly born child, and such an occasion is specifically accepted as the
proper time for distributing wealth to the right persons productively for
the spiritual advancement of society.

TEXT 15
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tam itcur brahmands tusta
rajanam prasrayanvitam

[Canto 1, Ch. 12

esa hy asmin praja-tantau
purindam pauravarsabha

tam—unto him; dcuh—addressed; brahmanah—the learned
brahmanas; tustah—very much satisfied; rdjanam—unto the King;
prasraydanvitam—very much obliging; esah—this; hi—certainly;
asmin—in the chain of; praja-tantau—descending line; purinam—of
the Purus; paurava-rsabha—the chief among the Purus.

TRANSLATION

The learned briahmanas, who were very satisfied with the
charities of the King, addressed him as the chief amongst the
Purus and informed him that his son was certainly in the line of
descent from the Purus.

TEXT 16
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daivenapratighatena
sukle sarmstham upeyusi
rito vo ‘nugrahdrthiya
visnund prabha-visnuna

daivena—by supernatural power; apratighatena—by what is ir-
resistible; Sukle—unto the pure: sariistham—destruction; upeyusi—
having been enforced; ratah—restored: vah—for you: anugraha-
arthaya—for the sake of obliging; visnuna—by the all-pervasive Lord;
prabha-visnuna—by the all-powerful.

TRANSLATION

The brahmanas said: This spotless son has been restored by the
all-powerful and all-pervasive Lord Visnu, the Personality of God-
head, in order to oblige you. He was saved when he was doomed to
be destroyed by an irresistible supernatural weapon.

PURPORT

The child Pariksit was saved by the all-powerful and all-pervasive
Visnu (Lord Krsna) for two reasons. The first reason is that the child in
the womb of his mother was spotless due to his being a pure devotee of
the Lord. The second reason is that the child was the only surviving male
descendant of Puru, the pious forefather of the virtuous King
Yudhisthira. The Lord wants to continue the line of pious kings to rule
over the earth as His representatives for the actual progress of a peaceful
and prosperous life. After the Battle of Kuruksetra, even up to the next
generation of Mahardja Yudhisthira was annihilated, and there were
none who could generate another son in the great royal family. Maharaja
Pariksit, the son of Abhimanyu, was the only surviving heir apparent in
the family, and by the irresistible supernatural brahmastra weapon of
Advatthama, he was forced to be annihilated. Lord Krsna is described
herein as Visnu, and this is also significant. Lord Krsna, the original Per-
sonality of Godhead, does the work of protection and annihilation in His
capacity of Visnu. Lord Visnu is the plenary expansion of Lord Krsna.
The all-pervasive activities of the Lord are executed by Him in His Visnu
feature. Child Pariksit is described here as spotlessly white because he is
an unalloyed devotee of the Lord. Such unalloyed devotees of the Lord
appear on the earth just to execute the mission of the Lord. The Lord
desires the conditioned souls hovering in the material creation to be
reclaimed to go back home, back to Godhead, and thus He helps them by
preparing the transcendental literatures like the Vedas, by sending mis-
sionaries of saints and sages and by deputing His representative, the
spiritual master. Such transcendental literatures, missionaries and repre-
sentatives of the Lord are spotlessly white because the contamination of
the material qualities cannot even touch them. They are always protected
by the Lord when they are threatened with annihilation. Such foolish
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threats are made by the gross materialists, The brahmastra, which was
thrown by Asvatthama at the child Pariksit, was certainly supernaturally
powerful, and nothing of the material world could resist its force of
penetration. But the all-powerful Lord, who is present everywhere,
within and without, could counteract it by His all-powerful potency just
to save a bona fide servant of the Lord and descendant of another devo-
tee, Mahardja Yudhisthira, who was always obliged by the Lord by His
causeless mercy.

TEXT 17
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tasmdan namnd visnu-rata
iti loke bhavisyati

na sandeho maha-bhaga
maha-bhagavato mahan

tasmat—therefore; namna—by the name; visnu-ratah—protected by
Visnu, the Personality of Godhead; iti—thus; loke—in all the planets;
bhavisyati—shall become well known; na—no; sandehah—doubts;
maha-bhaga—most fortunate; maha-bhagavatah—the first-class devo-
tee of the Lord; mahan—qualified by all good qualities.

TRANSLATION

For this reason this child will be well known in the world as one
who is protected by the Personality of Godhead. O most fortunate
one, there is no doubt that this child will become a first-class devo-
tee and will be qualified with all good qualities.

PURPORT

The Lord gives protection to all living beings because He is their
supreme leader. The Vedic hymns confirm that the Lord is the Supreme
Person amongst all personalities. The difference between the two living
beings is that the one, the Personality of Godhead, provides for all other
living beings, and by knowing Him one can achieve eternal peace (Katha
Upani_sad). Such protection is given by His different potencies to dif-
ferent grades of living beings. But as far as His unalloyed devotees are
concerned, He gives the protection personally. Therefore, Maharaja
Pariksit is protected from the very beginning of his appearance in the
womb of his mother. And because he is especially given protection by the
Lord, the indication must be concluded that the child would be a first-
grade devotee of the Lord with all good qualities. There are three grades
of devotees, namely the maha-bhagavata, madhyam-adhikart and the
kanistha-adhikari. Those who go to the temples of the Lord and offer
worshipful respect to the Deity without sufficient knowledge in the
theological science and therefore without any respect for the devotees of
the Lord are called materialistic devotees, or kantstha-adhikari, the
third-grade devotees. Secondly, the devotees who have developed a men-
tality of genuine service to the Lord and who thus make friendships only
with similar devotees, show favor to the neophytes and avoid the atheists
are called the second-grade devotees. But those who see everything in the
Lord or everything of the Lord and also see in everything an eternal rela-
tion of the Lord, so that there is nothing within their purview of sight
except the Lord, are called the maha-bhagavatas, or the first-grade de-
votees of the Lord. Such first-grade devotees of the Lord are perfect in all
respects. A devotee who may be in any of these categories is auto-
matically qualified by all good qualities, and thus a maha-bhagavata de-
votee like Maharaja Pariksit is certainly perfect in all respects. And
because Mahardja Pariksit took his birth in the family of Mahiraja
Yudhisthira, he is addressed herein as the maha-bhagavata, or the
greatest of the fortunates. The family in which a maha-bhagavata takes
his birth is fortunate because due to the birth of a first-grade devotee the
members of the family, past, present and future up to one hundred
generations, become liberated by the grace of the Lord, out of respect for
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His beloved devotee. Therefore, the highest benefit is done to one’s
family simply by becoming an unalloyed devotee of the Lord.

TEXT 18
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Sri-rajovaca
apy esa vamiyan rajarsin
punya-slokan mahdatmanah
anuvartita svid yasasd
sadhu-vddena sattamah

sri-raja—the all-good king (Mahiraja Yudhisthira); wwica—said;
api—whether; esah—this; vamsyan—family: raja-rsin—of saintly
kings; punya-§lokdn—pious by the very name: mahd-atmanah—all
great souls; anuvartita—follower; svit—will it be: yasasa—by achieve-
ments; sadhu-vadena—by glorification; sat-tamah—0 gr.eat souls.

TRANSLATION
The good King [Yudhisthira] inquired: O great souls, will he be-
come as saintly a king, as pious in his very name and as famous and
glorified in his achievements, as others who appeared in this great
royal family?

PURPORT

The forefathers of King Yudhisthira were all great saintly kings, pious
and glorified by their great achievements. They were all saints on the
royal throne. And therefore all the members of the state were happy,
pious, well behaved, prosperous and spiritually enlightened. Under strict
guidance of the great souls and spiritual injunctions, such great saintly
kings were trained up, and as a result the kingdom was full of saintly
persons and was a happy land of spiritual life. Mahardja Yudhisthira was
himself a replica of his ancestors, and he desired that the next king after
him become exactly like his great forefathers. He was happy to learn
from the learned brahmanas that by astrological calculations the child
would be born a first-grade devotee of the Lord, and more confidentially
he wanted to know whether the child was going to follow in the footsteps
of his great forefathers. That is the way of the monarchical state. The
reigning king should be a pious, chivalrous devotee of the Lord and fear
personified for the upstarts. He must also leave an heir apparent equally
qualified to rule over the innocent citizens. In the modern setup of the
democratic states, the people themselves are fallen to the qualities of the
$iadras or less, and the government is run by their representative, who is
ignorant of the scriptural mode of administrative education. Thus the
whole atmosphere is surcharged with siidra qualities, manifested by lust
and avarice. Such administrators quarrel every day among themselves.
The cabinet of ministers changes often due to party and group selfish-
ness. Everyone wants to exploit the state resources till he dies. No one
retires from political life unless forced to do so. How can such low-grade
men do good to the people? The result is corruption, intrigue and hy-
pocrisy. They should learn from the Srimad-Bhagavatamn how ideal the
administrators must be before they can be given charge of different
posts.

TEXT 19
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brahmana dcuh
pértha prajavita saksad
iksvakur iva manavah
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brahmanyah satya-sandhas ca
ramo dasarathir yatha

. brahmanah—the good brahmanas; dcuh—said; partha—0 son of
Prtha (Kunti); praja—those who are born; avitd—maintainer; saksdt—
directly; iksvakuh iva—exactly like King Iksvaku; manavah—son of
Manu; brahmanyah—followers and respectful to the brahmanas; satya-
sandhah—truthful by promise; ca—also; ramah—the Personality of
Godhead Riama; dasarathih—the son of Mahardja Dasaratha; yatha—
like Him.

TRANSLATION

The learned brahmanas said: O son of Prtha, this child shall be
exactly like King Iksviku, son of Manu, in maintaining all those
who are born. And as for following the brahminical principles, es-
pecially in being true to his promise, he shall be exactly like Rama,
the Personality of Godhead, the son of Mahiraja Dasaratha.

PURPORT

Praja means the living being who has taken his birth in the material
world. Actually the living being has no birth and no death, but because
of his separation from the service of the Lord and due to his desire to
lord it over material nature, he is offered a suitable body to satisfy his
material desires. In doing so, one becomes conditioned by the laws of ma-
terial nature, and the material body is changed in terms of his own work.
The living entity thus transmigrates from one body to another in
8,400,000 species of life. But due to his being the part and parcel of the
Lord, he not only is maintained with all necessaries of life by the Lord,
but also is protected by the Lord and His representatives, the saintly
kings. These saintly kings give protection to all the prajas, or living
beings, to live and to fulfill their terms of imprisonment. Maharaja
Pariksit was actually an ideal saintly king because while touring his
kingdom he happened to see that a poor cow was about to be killed by the
personified Kali, whom he at once took to task as a murderer. This means
that even the animals were given protection by the saintly administra-
tors, not from any sentimental point of view, but because those who have
taken their birth in the material world have the right to live. All the
saintly kings, beginning from the King of the sun globe down to the King
of the earth, are so inclined by the influence of the Vedic literatures. The
Vedic literatures are taught in higher planets also, as there is reference in
the Bhagavad-gita {4.1% about the teachings to the sun-god (Vivasvin)
by the Lord, and such lessons are transferred by disciplic succession, as it
was done by the sun-god to his son Manu, and from Manu to Maharaja
Iksvaku. There are fourteen Manus in one day of Brahma, and the Manu
referred to herein is the seventh Manu, who is one of the prajapatis
(those who create progeny), and he is the son of the sun-god. He is
known as the Vaivasvata Manu. He had ten sons, and Maharaja Iksvaku
is one of them. Maharaja Iksvaku also learned bhakti-yoga as taught in
the Bhagavad-gita from his father, Manu, who got it from his father, the
sun-god. Later on the teaching of the Bhagavad-gita came down by dis-
ciplic succession from Maharaja Iksviku, but in course of time the chain
was broken by unscrupulous persons, and therefore it again had to be
taught to Arjuna on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra. So all the Vedic
literatures are current from the very beginning of creation of the ma-
terial world, and thus the Vedic literatures are known as apauruseya (not
made by man). The Vedic knowledge was spoken by the Lord and first
heard by Brahma, the first created living being within the universe.

Mahardja Tksvaku: One of the sons of Vaivasvata Manu. He had one
hundred sons. He prohibited meat eating. His son Saéada became the
next king after his death.

Manu: The Manu mentioned in this verse as the father of Iksvaku is
the seventh Manu, of the name Vaivasvata Manu, the son of sun-god
Vivasvin, to whom Lord Krsna instructed the teachings of Bhagavad-
gitd prior to His teaching them to Arjuna. Mankind is the descendant of
Manu. This Vaivasvata Manu had ten sons, named Iksvaku, Nabhaga,
Dhrsta, Saryiti, Narisyanta, Nabhaga, Dista, Karisa, Prsadhra and

[Canto 1, Ch. 12

Vasuman. The Lord’s incarnation Matsya (the gigantic fish) was ad-
vented during the beginning of Vaivasvata Manu’s reign. He learned the
principles of Bhagavad-gita from his father, Vivasvan, the sun-god, and
he reinstructed the same to his son Maharaja Iksvaku. In the beginning
of the Treti-yuga the sun-god instructed devotional service to Manu, and
Manu in his turn instructed it to Iksvaku for the welfare of the whole
human society.

Lord Rama: The Supreme Personality of Godhead incarnated Himself
as Sri Rama, accepting the sonhood of His pure devotee Maharija
Dagaratha, the King of Ayodhya. Lord Rima descended along with His
plenary portions, and all of them appeared as His younger brothers. In
the month of Caitra on the ninth day of the growing moon in the Treta-
yuga, the Lord appeared, as usual, to establish the principles of religion
and to annihilate the disturbing elements. When He was just a young
boy, He helped the great sage Viévamitra by killing Subahu and striking
Mirica, the she-demon, who was disturbing the sages in their daily dis-
charge of duties. The brahmanas and ksatriyas are meant to cooperate
for the welfare of the mass of people. The brahmana sages endeavor to
enlighten the people by perfect knowledge, and the ksatriyas are meant
for their protection. Lord Ramacandra is the ideal king for maintaining
and protecting the highest culture of humanity, known as brahmanya-
dharma. The Lord is specifically the protector of the cows and the
brakmanas, and hence He enhances the prosperity of the world. He
rewarded the administrative demigods by effective weapons to conquer
the demons through the agency of Viévamitra. He was present in the bow
sacrifice of King Janaka, and by breaking the invincible bow of Siva, He
married Sitadevi, daughter of Mahardja Janaka.

After His marriage He accepted exile in the forest for fourteen years
by the order of His father, Maharaja Dasaratha. To help the administra-
tion of the demigods, He killed fourteen thousand demons, and by the
intrigues of the demons, His wife, Sitadevi, was kidnapped by Ravana.
He made friendship with Sugriva, who was helped by the Lord to kill
Vali, brother of Sugriva. By the help of Lord Rama, Sugriva became the
king of the Vanaras (a race of gorillas). The Lord built a floating bridge
of stones on the Indian Ocean and reached Lanka, the kingdom of
Rivana, who had kidnapped Sita. Later on Ravana was killed by Him,
and Ravana’s brother Vibhisana was installed on the throne of Lanka.
Vibhisana was one of the brothers of Ravana, a demon, but Lord Rama
made him immortal by His blessings. On the expiry of fourteen years,
after settling the affairs at Lanka, the Lord came back to His kingdom,
Ayodhya, by flower plane. He instructed His brother Satrughna to attack
Lavnisura, who reigned at Mathura, and the demon was killed. He per-
formed ten Aévamedha sacrifices, and later on He disappeared while tak-
ing a bath in the Sarayu River. The great epic Ramayana is the history
of Lord Rima’s activities in the world, and the authoritative Ramayana
was written by the great poet Valmiki.

TEXT 20
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esa datd Saranyas ca
yatha hy ausinarah sibih

yaso vitaniltd svandri
dausyantir iva yajvanam

esah—this child; dat@—donor in charity; saranyah—protector of the
surrendered; ca—and; yatha—as; hi—certainly; au§inarah—the coun-
try named U$inara; $ibih—Sibi; yaSah—fame; vitanitd—disseminator;
svanam—of the kinsmen; dausyantih iva—like Bharata, the son of
Dusyanta; yajvanam—of those who have performed many sacrifices.

TRANSLATION

This child will be a munificent donor of charity and protector of
the surrendered, like the famous King Sibi of the Usinara country.
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And he will expand the name and fame of his family like Bharata,
the son of Maharaja Dusyanta.

PURPORT

A king becomes famous by his acts of charity, performances of yajiias,
protection of the surrendered, etc. A ksatriya king is proud to give pro-
tection to the surrendered souls. This attitude of a king is called Hvara-
bhava, or factual power to give protection in a righteous cause. In the
Bhagavad-gita the Lord instructs living beings to surrender unto Him,
and He promises all protection. The Lord is all-powerful and true to His
word, and therefore He never fails to give protection to His different de-
votees. The king, being the representative of the Lord, must possess this
attitude of giving protection to the surrendered souls at all risk. Maharaja
Sibi, the King of Uginara, was an intimate friend of Maharaja Yayati, who
was able to reach the heavenly planets along with Maharaja Sibi.
Mahiraja Sibi was aware of the heavenly planet where he was to be
transferred after his death, and the description of this heavenly planet is
given in the Mahabhdrata (Adi-parva, 96.6-9). Maharaja Sibi was so
charitably disposed that he wanted to give over his acquired position in
the heavenly kingdom to Yayati, but he did not accept it. Yayati went to
the heavenly planet along with great rsis like Astaka and others. On in-
quiry from the rsis, Yayati gave an account of Sibi’s pious acts when all of
them were on the path to heaven. He has become a member of the assem-
bly of Yamaraja, who has become his worshipful deity. As confirmed in
the Bhagavad-gitd, the worshiper of the demigods goes to the planets of
the demigods (yanti deva-vrata devan); so Mahirija Sibi has become an
associate of the great Vaisnava authority Yamaraja on that particular
planet. While he was on the earth he became very famous as a protector
of surrendered souls and a donor of charities. The King of heaven once
took the shape of a pigeon-hunter bird (eagle), and Agni, the fire-god,
took the shape of a pigeon. The pigeon, while being chased by the eagle,
took shelter on the lap of Maharaja Sibi, and the hunter eagle wanted the
pigeon back from the King. The King wanted to give it some other meat
to eat and requested the bird not to kill the pigeon. The hunter bird
refused to accept the King’s offer, but it was settled later on that the
eagle would accept flesh from the body of the King of the pigeon’s
equivalent weight. The King began to cut flesh from his body to weigh in
the balance equivalent to the weight of the pigeon, but the mystic pigeon
always remained heavier. The King then put himself on the balance to
equate with the pigeon, and the demigods were pleased with him. The
King of heaven and the fire-god disclosed their identity, and the King
was blessed by them. Devarsi Narada also glorified Maharija Sibi for his
great achievements, specifically in charity and protection. Maharaja Sibi
sacrificed his own son for the satisfaction of human beings in his
kingdom. And thus child Pariksit was to become a second Sibi in charity
and protection.

Dausyanti Bharata: There are many Bharatas in history, of which
Bharata the brother of Lord Rima, Bharata the son of King Rsabha, and
Bharata the son of Mahardja Dusyanta are very famous. And all these
Bharatas are historically known to the universe. This earth planet is
known as Bharata, or Bharata-varsa, due to King Bharata the son of
Rsabha, but according to some this land is known as Bharata due to the
reign of the son of Dusyanta. So far as we are convinced, this land’s name
Bharata-varsa was established from the reign of Bharata the son of King
Rsabha. Before him the land was known as Ilavati-varsa, but just after
the coronation of Bharata, the son of Rsabha, this land became famous as
Bharata-varsa.

But despite all this, Bharata, the son of Mahirija Dusyanta was not
less important. He is the son of the famous beauty Sakuntali. Maharja
Dusyanta fell in love with Sakuntala in the forest, and Bharata was con-
ceived. After that, Maharaja forgot his wife Sakuntald by the curse of
Kanva Muni, and the child Bharata was brought up in the forest by his
mother. Even in his childhood he was so powerful that he challenged the
lions and elephants in the forest and would fight with them as little
children play with cats and dogs. Because of the boy’s becoming so

strong, more than the so-called modern Tarzan, the rsis in the forest
called him Sarvadaman, or one who is able to control everyone. A full de-
scription of Maharaja Bharata is given in the Mahabhdrata, Adi-parva.
The Pandavas, or the Kurus, are sometimes addressed as Bhirata due to
being born in the dynasty of the famous Maharaja Bharata, the son of
King Dusyanta.

TEXT 21
gfgaiiy  geragaaea: |
W M ogUh mER @ gE IRR

dhanvinam agranir esa
tulyas carjunayor dvayoh
hutdsa tva durdharsah

samudra iva dustarah

dhanvinam—of the great bowmen; agranih—the foreman; esah—
this child; tulyah —equally good; ca—and; arjunayoh—of the Arjunas;
dvayoh—of the two; hutasah—fire; iva—like; durdharsah—irresisti-
ble; samudrah—ocean; iva—like; dustarah—unsurpassable.

TRANSLATION

Amongst great bowmen, this child will be as good as Arjuna. He
will be as irresistible as fire and as unsurpassable as thé ocean.

PURPORT

In history there are two Arjunas. One is Karttavirya Arjuna, the King
of Haihaya, and the other is the grandfather of the child. Both the Ar-
junas are famous for their bowmanship, and the child Pariksit is foretold
to be equal to both of them, particularly in fighting. A short description
of the Pandava Arjuna is given below:

Pandava Arjuna: The great hero of the Bhagavad-gitd. He is the
ksatriya son of Maharaja Pandu. Queen Kuntidevi could call for any one
of the demigods, and thus she called Indra, and Arjuna was born by him.
Arjuna is therefore a plenary part of the heavenly King Indra. He was
born in the month of Phalguna (February—March), and therefore he is
also called Phalguni. When he appeared as the son of Kunti, his future
greatness was proclaimed by air messages, and all the important per-
sonalities from different parts of the universe, such as the demigods, the
Gandharvas, the ﬁdityas (from the sun g]nhe), the Rudras, the Vasus,
the Nagas, the different rsis {sages) of importance, and the Apsaris (the
society girls of heaven), all attended the ceremony. The Apsaris pleased
everyone by their heavenly dances and songs. Vasudeva, the father of
Lord Krsna and the maternal uncle of Arjuna, sent his priest representa-
tive Kadyapa to purify Arjuna by all the prescribed samskaras, or refor-
matory processes. His sarmskdra of being given a name was performed in
the presence of the rsis, residents of Satasrnga. He married four wives,
Draupadi, Subhadra, Citrangada and Ulipi, from whom he got four sons
of the names Srutakirti, Abhimanyn, Babhruvihana and Iravin
respectively.

During his student life. he was entrusted to study under the great
professor Drondcarya, along with other Pandavas and the Kurus. But he
excelled everyone by his studious intensity, and Drondcirya was es-
pecially attracted by his disciplinary affection. Dronacirya accepted him
as a first-grade scholar and loved heartily to bestow upon him all the
blessings of military science. He was so ardent a student that he used to
practice bowmanship even at night, and for all these reasons Professor
Dronacirya was determined to make him the topmost bowman of the
world. He passed very brilliantly the examination in piercing the target,
and Drondcirya was very pleased. Royal families at Manipur and Tripura
are descendants of Arjuna’s son Babhruvahana. Arjuna saved
Dronacarya from the attack of a crocodile, and the Acérya, being pleased
with him, rewarded him with a weapon of the name brahmasira.
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Maharaja Drupada was inimical toward Drondcarya, and thus when he
attacked the Acdrya, Arjuna got him arrested and brought him before
Drondcarya. He besieged a city of the name Ahichhatra, belonging to
Maharija Drupada, and after taking it over he gave it to Dronacarya. The
confidential treatment of the weapon brahmasira was explained to Ar-
juna, and Drondcirya was promised by Arjuna that he would use the
weapon if necessary when he (Dronacirya) personally became an enemy
of Arjuna. By this, the Acirya forecasted the future battle of Kuruksetra,
in which Dronacarya was on the opposite side. Maharaja Drupada, al-
though defeated by Arjuna on behalf of his professor Dronacarya,
decided to hand over his daughter Draupadi to his young combatant, but
he was disappointed when he heard the false news of Arjuna’s death in
the fire of a shellac house intrigued by Duryodhana. He therefore ar-
ranged for Draupadi’s personal selection of a groom who could pierce the
eye of a fish hanging on the ceiling. This trick was especially made be-
cause only Arjuna could do it, and he was successful in his desire to hand
over his equally worthy daughter to Arjuna. Arjuna’s brothers were at
that time living incognito under agreement with Duryodhana, and Ar-
juna and his brothers attended the meeting of Draupadi’s selection in the
dress of brahmanas. When all the ksatriya kings assembled saw that a
poor brahmana had been garlanded by Draupadi for her lord, Sri Krsna
disclosed his identity to Balarama.

He met Ulapi at Haridvara (Hardwar), and he was attracted by a girl
belonging to Nagaloka, and thus Iravin was born. Similarly, he met
Citrangada, a daughter of, the King of Manipura, and thus Babhruvihana
was born. Lord Sri Krsna made a plan to help Arjuna to kidnap
Subhadra, sister of Sri Krsna, because Baladeva was inclined to hand her
over to Duryodhana. Yudhisthira also agreed with Sri Krsna, and thus
Subhadra was taken by force by Arjuna and then married to him.
Subhadra’s son is Abhimanyu, the father of Pariksit Maharaja, the
posthumous child. Arjuna satisfied the fire-god by setting fire to the
Khandava Forest, and thus the fire-god gave him one weapon. Indra was
angry when the fire was set in the Khindava Forest, and thus Indra,
assisted by all other demigods, began fighting with Arjuna for his great
challenge. They were defeated by Arjuna, and Indradeva returned to his
heavenly kingdom. Arjuna also promised all protection to one Mayasura,
and the latter presented him one valuable conchshell celebrated as the
Devadatta. Similarly, he received many other valuable weapons from In-
dradeva when he was satisfied to see his chivalry.

When Mahiraja Yudhisthira was disappointed in defeating the King of
Magadha, Jarasandha, it was Arjuna only who gave King Yudhisthira all
kinds of assurances, and thus Arjuna, Bhima and Lord Krsna started for
Magadha to kill Jarasandha. When he went out to bring all other kings of
the world under the subjection of the Pindavas, as was usual after the
coronation of every emperor, he conquered the country named Kelinda
and brought in subjugation King Bhagdutt. Then he traveled through
countries like Antagiri, Ulukpur and Modapur and brought under sub-
jugation all the rulers.

Sometimes he underwent severe types of penances, and later on he was
rewarded h}' Indradeva. Lord Siva also wanted to try the strength of Ar-
juna, and in the form of an aborigine, Lord Siva met him. There was a
great fight between the two, and at last Lord Siva was satisfied with him
and disclosed his identity. Arjuna prayed to the lord in all humbleness,
and the lord, being pleased with him, presented him the pasupata
weapon. He acquired many other important weapons from different
demigods. He received dandastra from Yamaraja, pasdstra from Varuna,
and antardhana-astra from Kuvera, the treasurer of the heavenly
kingdom. Indra wanted him to come to the heavenly kingdom, the In-
draloka planet beyond the moon planet. In that planet he was cordially
received by the local residents, and he was awarded reception in the
heavenly parliament of Indradeva. Then he met Indradeva, who not only
presented him with his vajra weapon, but also taught him the military
and musical science as used in the heavenly planet. In one sense, Indra is
the real father of Arjuna, and therefore indirectly he wanted to entertain
Arjuna with the famous society girl of heaven, Urvasi, the celebrated
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beauty. The society girls of heaven are lusty, and Urvasi was very eager
to contact Arjuna, the strongest human being. She met him in his room
and expressed her desires but Arjuna sustained his unimpeachable
character by closing his eyes before Urvasi, addressing her as mother of
the Kuru dynasty and placing her in the category of his mothers Kunti,
Madri and Sacidevi, wife of Indradeva. Disappointed, Urvasi cursed Ar-
juna and left. In the heavenly planet he also met the great celebrated
ascetic Lomasa and prayed to him for the protection of Maharija
Yudhisthira.

When his inimical cousin Duryodhana was under the clutches of the
Gandharvas, he wanted to save him and requested the Gandharvas to
release Duryodhana, but the Gandharvas refused, and thus he fought
with them and got Duryodhana released. When all the Pandavas lived in-
cognito, he presented himself in the court of King Virata as a eunuch and
was employed as the musical teacher of Uttara, his future daughter-in-
law, and was known in the Virata court as the Brhannala. As Brhannala,
he fought on behalf of Uttara, the son of King Virata, and thus defeated
the Kurus in the fight incognito. His secret weapons were safely kept in
the custody of a somi tree, and he ordered Uttara to get them back. His
identity and his brothers’ identity were later on disclosed to Uttara.
Dronicirya was informed of Arjuna’s presence in the fight of the Kurus
and the Virdtas. Later, on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra, Arjuna killed
many great generals like Karna and others. After the Battle of Kuru-
ksetra, he punished Aévatthima, who had killed all the five sons of
Draupadi. Then all the brothers went to Bhismadeva.

It is due to Arjuna only that the great philosophical discourses of the
Bhagavad-gita were again spoken by the Lord on the Battlefield of
Kuruksetra. His wonderful acts on the Battlefield of Kuruksetra are
vividly described in the Mahabhdrata. Arjuna was defeated, however, by
his son Babhruvahana at Manipura and fell unconscious when Uliipi
saved him. After the disappearance of Lord Krsna, the message was
brought by Arjuna to Maharija Yudhisthira. Again, Arjuna visited
Dvaraki, and all the widow wives of Lord Krsna lamented before him.
He took them all in the presence of Vasudeva and pacified all of them.
Later on, when Vasudeva passed away, he performed his funeral
ceremony in the absence of Krsna. While Arjuna was taking all the wives
of Krsna to Indraprastha, he was attacked on the way, and he could not
protect the ladies in his custody. At last, advised by Vyasadeva, all the
brothers headed for Mahaprasthan. On the way, at the request of his
brother, he gave up all important weapons as useless, and he dropped
them all in the water.

TEXT 22
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mrgendra iva vikranto
nisevyo himavan iva

titiksur vasudhevasau
sahisnuh pitarav va

mrgendrah—the lion; iva—like; vikrantah—powerful; nisevyah—
worthy of taking shelter; himavan—the Himalaya Mountains; iva—
like; titiksuh—forbearance; vasudha iva—like the earth; asau—the
child; sahisnuh—tolerant; pitarau—parents; iva—like.

TRANSLATION

This child will be as strong as a lion, and as worthy a shelter as
the Himalaya Mountains. He will be forbearing like the earth, and

as tolerant as his parents.

(continued in next issue)
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A look at the worldwide activities of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

College Students Discover Higher Taste—Krsna

College students on two American
campuses have discovered that they can
add Krsna consciousness to their college
life by studying the philosophy of
Bhagavad-gita and eating prasdda
(vegetarian food offered to Krspa with
devotion).

Every week at the University of Mary-
land, in College Park, sixty to ninety stu-
dents attend a prasdda-cooking class
taught by Gabhira dasa, who is an
authorized chaplain there. While deftly
demonstrating how to whip up some cur-
ried rice or milk sweets, Gabhira ex-
pounds the philosophy of Krsna con-
sciousness. He also teaches yoga medita-
tion through the chanting of the Hare
Krsna maha-mantra, and four days a
week he distributes prasdada and Krsna-
conscious literature outside the Student
Union. In addition, Gabhira has been a
guest lecturer in history, American
studies, anthropology, and health educa-
tion courses.

Some of the other university-recog-
nized chaplains {(there are ten in all) take
a dim view of Gabhira’s enthusiastic
preaching, Rabbi Robert Saks, Hillel
chaplain, disagrees with Gabhira’s idea
that a chaplain’s role is to elevate the
spiritual climate of the campus. ‘‘We're
not university chaplains,”’ Rabbi Saks
said. ‘‘We’'re here to serve our
denominations as guests of the univer-
sity. ... U'm scared of opening the door
to proselytizing.”

Gabhira responds, ‘‘Krsna conscious-
ness is non-sectarian: we want to ele-
vate everyone’s consciousness. We're
basically teaching surrender to
God . . . something like a spiritual peace
corps. We're showing that there is

another way of life, a spiritual way.”’
Meanwhile, Amarendra dasa has
established a similar prasada-oriented
program at the University of Florida, in
Gainesville. But he had to win the right

to hold his transcendental picnics on

campus. Last April campus police ar-
rested him and another devotee on three
accasions and charged them with various
violations of civil codes. The third inci-
dent drew a crowd of students, who
cheered Amarendra and booed the
police. The overwhelming majority of
the students saw the incident as a clear-
cut case of religious persecution, and
they came out for the devotees in the
school newspaper, the Alligator. Finally
the local circuit court lifted its injunction
banning the prasdda distribution, and
now Amarendra is back on campus to
stay —dispensing rich, creamy Gauranga
potatoes; buttery, flat-bread chapatis;
fruit nectar; and generous helpings of
Krsna-conscious philosophy.

Bhagavad-gita As It [s
Breaks Records, Draws Praise

Through the efforts of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, the Bhagavad-gita is enjoy-
ing a resurgence of popularity in the
West. In fact, each of the last three years
has seen Srila Prabhupada’s disciples
double their sales of his Bhagavad-gita
As It Is. (To meet the great demand in
1977, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust Coor-
dinator Rameswara Swami ordered one
and one-half million copies—one of the
largest single-title book orders ever

placed!) What accounts for so much in-
terest in Srila Prabhupada’s unique edi-
tion of the Gita? A few of the hundreds
of scholarly testimonials tell the story:
Back in 1968, just after the first print-
ing of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, the well-
known clergyman and author Thomas
Merton became one of the first to praise
it. He wrote at that time, '‘The Gitd can
be seen as the main literary support for
the great religious civilization of India,
the oldest surviving culture in the world.
The present translation and commentary
is another manifestation of the perma-

‘- nent living importance of the Gira.

Swami Bhaktivedanta brings to the West
a salutary reminder that our highly ac-
tivistic and one-sided culture is faced
with a crisis that may end in self-destruc-
tion hecause it lacks the inner depth of
an authentic metaphysical conscious-
ness. Without such depth, our moral and
political protestations are just so much
verbiage.”’

More recently, Dr. Davis Herron,
Professor of Religion at Manhattan Col-
lege, had this to say: “‘This definitive
edition of the Gitd is, due to its extensive
purports, a storehouse of ancient Vedic
wisdom. poetry, politics, and history. It
should serve as a useful textbook for stu-
dents and as a reference book for schol-
ars of religion, as well as a general in-
troduction to Vedic culture and practical
philosophy for the layman. It is written
for serious readers in general, not only
from a scholar’s point of view, but from
that of a life-long practitioner of the yoga
of devotion. It is this sense of devotion
that Srila Prabhupada has captured in his
discussion of the verses, and which other
commentators have failed to reveal’

Vaisnava Calendar

Krspa-conscinus devotees follow a spinitual calendar that divides the year into
twelve months, each named for a different form of Krsna. The year is full of
Krsna conscinus festivals, and some of the upcoming ones are listed here, The
devotees at the ISKCON center nearest you will gladly tell you about the

meaning of these festivals.

Year 497, Caitanya Era
Vaisnava months of Srdhara (uly 31-August 28] and Hrsikesa [August 20~ September 271

August 25 [Sridhara 26)

August 26 {5riclhara 271

August 26 (Sridhara 261 | August 29 (Hrsikeda 1)

Pavirraropani-ekadadl fasting from grains and
beans) iNorth, Central and South Americaand
Hawaii observe Ekadasi on August 24).
Beginning of Jhulana- yatea of 5 $n Radha-
Gaovinda. Pandita.

Tiadasi breakast ater sonmise, DEfote bid as | POmim
Sri K[sna- pavitraropanotsava,

Disappearance of 5rla Ripa Gosvami, Srila
Gaurlddsa Pandita Gosvami and 5 Govindadasa | Appearance of Lord

S sahadler apdiimae
End of S $r Radha- parana.
Govinda Jhulana-yatra,

Baladeva: Fasting.

Sept b (Hrsikesa &

Sept 7 {Hrsikesa 10t

Septd (Hrsikesa 121 Sept 10 (Hrsikesa 131

5 Krsna-anmastami-vrata (North, south and
Central America, Hawaii, Europe, Africa and
Tehran observe Janmdsiami on September 5
and appearance of Srila Prabhupdda on
September b1 Fasting.

S Nandolsava

Srf Kesna-janmastami-parana before 9:37 As

Appearance of Orh Visnupada 108 Sa Simad
A, L Bhaktivedanta Swami Mahardja Prabhupdda.

Annadd-ekidadi fasting | Ekadasi break-fast after
fromm grains and beanst, | sunrise and before
9:30 AM
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Srila Prabhupada Speaks Out

On Illicit Sex and Public Opinion

The following conversation beiween His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada and a social worker took place
in Melbourne, Australia.

- Social worker: I deal with divorce cases
and adoption. Nowadays it has become
very easy to get a divorce.

Srila Prabhupada: So, the first defect of
today’s leaders is that they allow divorce.
That is very dangerous for society, be-
cause it encourages illicit sex.

Social worker: Society wants it that way.
Srila Prabhupada: Society is just like a
child. If a chiid wants to go (o heli,
should the father allow it? Society may
want so many nonsensical things, but it
is the duty of the government to know
how to uplift the citizens.

Social worker: It would be impossible
for my department to teach. ..

Srila Prabhupada: It's not impossible.
Simply the government does not know
how to do it. That is another defect—
there is no method for training first-class
members of society. Bul the ideal man is
described in the Bhagavad-gita, and we
are training our men to that standard.
That is the purpose of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement. Now there are no
ideal men in the society, because you
allow the young people to commit all
kinds of sinful activities. Yesterday I was
talking with a priest about illicit sex life.
He said, {'What is the harm? It is a great
pleasure.’” But my first condition before
accepting a disciple is that he must give
up illicit sex, meat eating, intoxication,
and gambling. :
Social worker: But the people you can
train will be only a tiny percentage of the
population. '
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, but example is
better than precept. If even one percent
of the population is trained as ideal men,

- the other ninety-nine percent will see
and follow. But that example is lacking in
society today. Even the priests have be-
come licentious, and thousands of
~priests are going to the hospital to cure
_ their drinking habit. They are sanction-
ing homosexuality. In a Christian
newspaper I read about a priest even per-
forming marriage between two men. So
outside of this Krsna consciousness
movement, I don’t find any group of
ideal men. Therefore, if you want to help
society, you must learn from us how to
train men of ideal character.
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Social worker: What you call “‘ideal
character”’ is only your opinion. It may
not be ideal to someone else.

Srila Prabhupada: No, it is not my opin-

ion—it is the wverdict of the sdstra

[seripturel. Opinion—what is the value

of opinion when the people are like dogs
and asses? What is the use of taking
the opinion of an ass? This vox populi—
taking the opinion of the public—is
degrading modern society. If the public is
composed of drunkards, smokers, meat
eaters, gamblers, and woman hunters,
then what is the value of their opinion?
Why take the opinion of fourth-class
men? What Krsna says—that is the stan-
dard. Krsna is the supreme, and His ver-
sion is final. No other opinion is allowed.
When I introduced the principle "*No il-
licit sex life,”” I didn’t ask for opinions—
““It must be done.”

Social worker: You don’t think the
people have any mind of their own?
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, they have a
mind, just like a madman has a mind.
But what is the value of his mind? Are
you going to take the opinion of a
madman? The Bhagavad-gita says,
mayayapahria-jfiand: ‘*“The miscreant’s
knowledge has been taken away by mdya
[illusion]; therefore, his mind is dis-
torted.”” So a madman’s opinions have
no value.

Social worker: Our business is to look
after those who are in troubie.

Srila Prabhupada: At the present
moment even the government leaders
are in trouble.

Social worker: Well—that is not part of
our public. ..

Srila Prabhupada: Why don’t you send
your supervisor to us for training? These
leaders are also drunkards, woman hun-
ters, meat eaters, and gamblers.

Social worker: You want to change the
whole society!

Srila Prabhupada: Unless you change
the society, how can you do social
welfare? If you keep society in the same
condition it is in now, then where is the
question of social welfare? You are
working with the public, and we are also
working with the same people. We take
the same peopie—those addicted to
drinking, addicted to prostitution, ad-
dicted to meat eating—and we make
them into saintly nersons. So our
method is practical. You can see what
their previous history was, and what they
are now. You must train up one class of
men like them—men of ideal character.

Social worker: Well, I'm a public ser-
vant, and we just try to follow public
opinion.

Srila Prabhupada: So the public elects a
President Nixon, and then they drag him
out of office. This is your public opinion.

Social worker: Yes, that is how the
society works. If you change society,
then we must change. | do what I'm
asked; otherwise, I’1l lose my job.

Srila Prabhupada: Qur program is not

- vox populi. We are saying only what the

authoritative scriptures say. If you ac-
tually want to do social welfare, then you
must take to the standard formula as
given in the scriptures. In the Bhagavad-
gitd Krsna explains how one can become
peaceful—a first-class man. But if you
don’t accept His authority—if you’d
rather follow public opinion—you will
never be successful. You want to make a
peaceful society, but you do not know
how, Therefore you must adopt this pro-
cess of Krsna consciousness. If anyone—
even a madman—agrees to follow our
principles, then he can become peaceful.
He can become a first-class man.

Social worker: How do you explain the
fact that you are such a small percentage
of the population?

Srila Prabhupada: In the sky there are
S0 many stars, but there is only one
moon. In terms of percentage, the moon
is nothing. But in terms of its value, the
moon is far more important than all the
stars combined. So in our Krsna con-
sciousness movement, our aim is to




educate a few men of ideal character. If
you and other leaders of society support
this movement, you will be performing
the highest social welfare.

Social worker: The head of the Social
Welfare Bureau is also a servant of the
people. :
Srila Prabhupada: That is the defect:
the people are rascals, and they elect
another rascal. But the Krsna conscious-
ness movement will go on without de-
pending on these rascals. We are
publishing our books, we are spreading
our movement, and we are training first-
class men. For example, we don't

prohibit sex, but we say, ‘‘No illicit sex.”’
Have you any objection?

Social worker: Yes, a private one.

Srila Prabhupada: You have illicit sex?
Social worker: Yes, I couldn’t live with-
out it.

Srila Prabhupada: Just see! This is the
defect in society. You are like a patient
who wants treatment from a physician,
but who at the same time wants to con-
tinue with his diseased activities. You
have failed to help society, therefore you
have come to me for help with your
social welfare work. So why do you reject
my advice? If you reject the medicine

prescribed by the physician, you will not
be cured. But when I give you the
prescription, you want the other patients
to vote on it first. Daily one or two
gentlemen like you visit me. They also
find our prescription very strict. But we
are not going to change it.

Social worker: Well, I do believe you
should maintain a standard.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, and that is mak-
ing us successful. We do not make any
compromise. This is our method. If you
like it, you can take it; if you don’t like it,
you can reject it. We don’t mind. We are
not interested in vox populi. oy

Dear Satsvaripa Maharija,

Please accept my humble obeisances.
All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

I am the Indian boy who talked with
you at the Krsna temple in Los Angeles
during the Sunday festival. I also spoke
to you once over the phone in Dallas.
Now I am staying here at the temple in
Atlanta, and this has upset my parents
very much. They started crying on the
phone, and my mother even fainted
once. Now I see what you meant when
you told me that the family ties are much
stronger in Indian families than in
American families.

My parents are going to come Sunday
io take me home for a week. They want
me to show them that my staying at the
temple for the summer is really my own
choice. They think I've been brain-
washed by the devolees. Mainly they are
worried about the future—who will take
care of them in old age—because their
only children are my sister and I.

I would deeply appreciate your writing
to them. They think being a devotee
means never seeing one's parents any-
more. They also think that the Krsna
consciousness movement somehow
brainwashes the devotee to make him
accept what, in my parents’ opinion, is
an impractical life of serving Krsna all
the time.

I want to serve Krsna, and in my heart
I know this will give the greatest benefit
to my family, myself, and all people. But
when [ talk to my parents on the phone,
sometimes I am overcome with grief be-
cause of their attachment to me. So again
I humbly request you: please write to my
father and mother. Thank you very
much.

Your servant,
Bhakta Rakesh

Letters

Dear Mr. Sharma,

Recently [ met your son Rakesh when
you and your family visited our Hare
Krsna center in Los Angeles. Since then
I’ve corresponded with him and learned
that he sincerely wants to be a full-time
devotee of Lord Krsna at our Atlanta
temple. But he also is very concerned
that you and your wife not think his tak-
ing up spiritual life is something bad. So
he asked me to write you on his behalf.

First, I would like to call your atten-
tion to an article we published in BACK TO
GODHEAD, Vol. 12, No. 6. It is an excerpt
from the scripture Caitanya-caritamria
and is called “'Lord Caitanya, the Joy of
Mother Saci.”” It tells how the great
devotee Lord Caitanya took up the
renounced order of spiritual life: He did
not neglect His mother (His father had
passed away), nor did she try to dissuade
Him from leaving home. Rather, Lord
Caitanya and His mother maintained a
sweel spiritual relationship even after He
entered the renounced order.

Certainly you and Rakesh should also
be able to maintain such a loving rela-
tionship—so that he will be allowed to
perform his duties in service to Lord
Krsna (as his conscience dictates) and
you may visit, write, or phone him as
often as you like. On the other hand, if
overly possessive affection causes you to
obstruct your son’s entry into spiritual
life, then, according to the Caitanya-
caritamrta, you are open to criticism.

I humbly pray that these words from a
stranger do not offend you. I know how
you feel toward Rakesh, but all scrip-
tures declare that service to the Lord
takes precedence, even over close family
ties.

Another thing concerns me. Rakesh
wrote me that you suspect Krsna con-
sciousness to be some kind of ‘‘brain-

washing.”’ I can see that the demonic
propaganda prevalent in the West has
affected your judgment. Certainly no one
in India regards worshiping Lord Krsna
as ‘‘brainwashing.’’” ‘‘Brainwashing’’
refers to a form of extreme coercion that
convinces a person, against his will, to do
something completely contrary to his
nature. [ would not expect you, an In-
dian and a Hindu, to think that if some-
one worships Krsna with his heart and
soul, he must be a victim of some kind of
devious control by Krsna-conscious
devotees.

Of course, we were not born Hindus,
so you might find some shortcomings in
our practice. But we are all sincerely try-
ing to follow our spiritual master, Srila
Prabhupada, who is a bona fide guru
coming in the line of Lord Caitanya and
Lord Krsna. You can know that our
movement is authentic, because we have
all given up meat eating, illicit sex, in-
toxication, and gambling, and we have
taken up chanting the Hare Krsna
mantra, which all the Indian Vedic scrip-
tures strongly recommend for the
troubled age we live in.

Finally, I beg you to please look upon
us kindly. Talk things over with Rakesh
and the Krsna devotees al the Atlanta
temple. I'm sure you will then be able to
understand how Krsna consciousness is
beneficial not only for your son, but for
yourself as well.

Yours in the service of Lord Krsna,
Satsvartipa dasa Gosvami

Editor-in-chief
BACK TO GODHEAD magazine
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: ---Ftﬂy centuries ago Lord
Krsna came, to protect
; _==H:s devotees and rid the
 world of demonic po!m— :
__ cians. Now Krsna comes
~ again in another form-—_:
the Tenth Canto of the
Srimad-Bhagavatam
* (“The Beautiful Story of
_the Personality of God-
 head”), translation and <
'__commenzary by His

; . vedama Swam: Prabhupada

has been prEpdrmg a multivolume

| Bhagavatam _(“_The Beautiful Story of the
- Personality of Godhead’’)—a monu-

v literature.”’
~ ing the Bhdgavatam’s Tenth Canto, the

ciassnc

~ the Krsna consuousness ‘movement but
- for. the entire world. Scholars,

~ before many of the books have been
T transla:ed and prmtedT Many scholars,

i (and even more for Snla Prabhupada s

..|||ustf_aiio_n:”ofgna-u_éva dast

~ Divine Grace A C Bhakn-_

For‘ many ?ears His Dii#ine Gmee
‘A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swarm Prabhupada

o .'anllsh translation of ‘the Srimad-

‘mental Sanskrit work known as ‘‘the -
-r1pened frmt of the tree of Vedic
: Recently, Srila Prabhupada

reac_hed a milestone as he began translat-

' ‘essence of lhls ﬁve thousand year old'

- The 1mm1nent publlcanon of tht:'
Tenth Canto is momentous not only for

theo-
:-loglans, and llbrarlans lhroughout the.
- United Slates ‘Canada, Europe ‘and In-
- dia have already placed more than two
- thousand orders for all sixty volumes of
Srila Prabhupada [ Bhagavatam—even i

~ aware of the exalted place the Bhd-
 gavatam holds in Vedic literature, have
_ personally expressed their appreciation
.~ for Srila Prabhupada’s unequaled
i English rendering. For these scholars -

.;thousands of dlsmples) the appearance '
~ of the Tenth Canto marks a spiritual and

literary event of the highest magnitude.
The reason the Tenth Canto has such
special sngmﬁednce is that it describes

~ Lord Krsna in His original and most at-

tractive feature—as a cc_:\ifhelfd boy in the
village of Vrndavana. There He playson

‘His flute, steals butter from His

mother’s churning pot, and charms His
dear friends with His irresistible per-
sonality. With eyes like lotus petals and a

complexion like a dark bluish cloud, He

possesses an ever-fresh beduiy that de-_

fies description. Other Vedic literatures
_ give only a small hint of Lord Krsna’s

own intimate, spiritual abode, but in lhe

~ Srimad-Bhagavatam—and especially i
- the Tenth Canto—Krsna personally dp-
~ pears and reveals His supremely aurac- :

tive and most confidential pastimes.
‘There is one great advantage that .§rtla

Prabhupada’s long-awaited translation of

the Tenth Canto holds over previous
translations. Because Srila Prabhupada is

~a pure devotee of the Lord, one who

submissively hears Krsna’s pastimes

from him experiences a change of heart,
and the hearer’s self-defeating disposi-
tion to enjoy the material world slackens.

' Thus his long-forgotten natural love for
~ Krsna awakens, and he develops an at-
traction for hearmg more dnd more
: aboul the Lord
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- On hearmg that rhe e:ghth chr!d of his sister Devaki would kill him, K arsa was

_ their spiritual advancement is checked.

-~ - The conclusion, therefore, is that one
~ must learn the book Bhggavata from the
:person bhagavata one whose very life
_embodies the teachings of the

: ' _ Bhagavatam. If one hears about the Lar_d
- in this authorized way, his feeling for
‘loving devotional service to Lord Krsna,
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i :'Uﬁfo'rtunately, those who receive the
- message of the Bhagavalam from some- -
. one ather than an expert Spll‘!lual
‘master—a pure devotee of Krspa in the -
~disciplic succession coming down from
‘Krsna Hlmself—generaliy ‘misinterpret
the Lord’s pastimes described in- the
:Tenth Canto. Instead of becoming purl- ;
~ fied by hearing of the Lord’s spiritual
loving affairs with His devotees, such
careless interpreters, casual readers, and
_ mental speculators offend the Lord, and=

the Supreme Personality of Godhead,

- about to ku’! her But Devak: s hasband Vasudeva pac:ﬁed Kamsa

.aWakens *withi‘n: 'hié heart and extin-

guishes the fire of material suffering.

Ultimately, the sincere student of the
- Srimad- Bhdgavatam reallzes his original,
_transcendental relationship with the
. Lord and, upon giving up his body: at
death; enters into Lord Krsna’s eternal..
- pastimes in the spiritual world. /
_ What follows is an excerpt from the
rgcgntly completed third chapter of the
- Tenth Canto, prepared by Srila Prabhu-
=-padd at ISKCON’s Krsna- Baiarama tem-
” --ple m Vrndavana India. :

The Advent of Lord Krsna
At the auspicious time for the ap—

pearance of the Lord, the entire universe
- was surcharged with all the qualities of
. goodness, beauty, and peace. The con-
~ stellation Rohini appeared, as did stars
like Advini. The sun, the moon, and the

_extraordinarily beautiful.

othe_r-__sta:rs and pianéts were '_V'e:ry
peaceful. :
~tremely pleasmg, and the beautlful stars i

All directions -appeared - ex-

twinkled in the cloudless sky.

Decorated with towns, v1l]ages,'

mines, and paa;turmg grounds, the earth

seemed all-auspicious. The rivers flowed

reservoirs, full of lilies and lotuses, were

and green plants, which were full of

- flowers and leaves, pleasmg to the eyes,
‘birds like cuckoos and swarms of bees
began chanting with sweet voices for the

In the trees.

sake ‘of the demigods. A pure breeze
began to blow, pleasing the sense of the

" hearer’s touch and bearing the aroma of
flowers, and when the brahmanas who =
were engaged in ritualistic ceremonies =

_with clear water, and the lakes and vast =~

ignited their fires according fo Vedic =

disturbed by the breeze. :
“Thus when the birthless Lord Visnu,

*the Supreme Personality of Godhead,

- principles, the fires burned sleadlly, _un-; S

was about to appear, the saints and

~ brdhmanas, who had always been dis-
turbed by demons like Karhsa and his

- men, felt peace within the core of their

- hearts, and kettledrums simuitaneously
" vibrated from the upper planetary

system. The Kinnaras and Gandharvas,

- _mhab:tants of the heavenly planets,
- began to sing auspicious songs; the Sid-
. dhas and Caranas offered auspicious -
° prayers; and the Vidyadharis, along with
the Apsaris,. began to dance. m }ublla-
~tion.

The demlgods and great samtly per-
sons showered flowers in a joyous mood,

_ and clouds gathered in the sky and very
~ mildly thundered, making sounds like
_ those of the ocean’s waves. Then the Su-

preme Personality of Godhead, Visnu,

* who is situated in the core of everyone’s . .

heart, appeared from the heart of Devaki

in the dense darkness of night, like the
full moon nsmg on the eastern horlzon

. 37

_ananda~cfhmaya—rasa#prafibh&ﬁiza‘bhfs
tdbhir ya eva nija-ripataya kalabhih

i - goloka eva nivasaty akhildtma- bhilto

govmdam ad;-purusam zam aham bbéjami 1

“because Devaki was of the same category i
‘as Sri Krsna. et
[As stated .in. the Bmhma samh!ta--:' .

ThiS verse indicates that Krsna and His

entourage are of the same spz_ntual_
potency (gnanda-cinmaya-rasa). Krsna’s
father, His mother,

_His friends the
cowherd boys, and the cows are all ex-
-pansions of Krsna, as will be explained

in the brahma-vimohana-lila. When
Brahma took away Krsna’s associates to
test the supremacy of Lord Krsna, the

Lord expanded Himself again in the
forms of the many cowherd boys and




__moon was incomplete on that night, be-

calves all of whom as Brahma saw,
------ -were vispu-mirtis [forms of Krsnal.

. .Devakz is also an expansion of Krsna,
" and thus the Bhagavatam says, devakyar

- deva- mpmyam visnuh sarva-guhd-sayah.

_The objection may be raised that since
==Lo’fd Krsna appeared on the eighth day
~_ of the waning moon, there could be no

- rising of the full moon. In answer to this
it may be said that Lord Krsna appeared
“in the dynasty which is in the hlerarchy' -

of the moon; 1herefore, although the

- cause of the Lord’s appearance in the .
- dynasty wherein the moon is him‘self the

origmal person. ‘the moon was in an
overjoyous condition, so by the grace of

~ Krsna he could appear just as a full

 of Godhead can take birth like an ordi-
> -the

 moon. To welcome the Supreme Per-

"sonal:ty of Godhead ‘the waning moon
~ became a full moon in jubilation. i
Those who are not in full knowledge
~ that the appearance and disappearance of
~ the Lord are transcendental (janma

karma ca me divvam) are sometimes
surprised that the Supreme Personality

nary child. Actually, however,
Lord’s birth is never ordinary. The
-“'Supreme Personallty of Godhead is

o --already situated within the core of ¢ every-

one’s heart as’ amaryams the Supersoul

Thus because He was present in full

5 Sulaksmana-devi dé'fsl'

potency m Devakl s heart, He ‘was also

‘In the Snmad Bhagavaram (1 9, 42}

The dem:gods ) ﬁered songs and
pm yers for Krsna in De vak.r s womb

Iiustration: Rama désa Abhirama dasa -

Ananta’s hoods shielded Vasudeva and Krsna, and
.~ the River Yamuna allowed Va’s_udeva ro".f:ro_ss.

_millions and millions of people, this does
 not mean that the sun is variously situ-

ated. Similarly, because the Supreme
¢ Personamy of G(thedd hdS inconceiv-

- able potenc;es

. _____Bhl.sma a great authorlly to be followed' -
- panisad 7). The Lord is one, but He

He can- be within ev-
eryone’s heart and yet not be variously
situated. Ekatvam anupasyatah (Iso-

can appear in everyone’s heart by His in-

- conceivable potency. Thus although the:
* Lord was within the heart of Devaki, He .
- appeared as her child. According to the

Visnu Purana therefore, the Lord ap-

~ peared like the sun (anugmhasya) The

_ Brahma-sambitd (5.35) confirms that the

_ Lord is situated even within the atom

 (andantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-
- stham). He is situated in Mathura, in

Va;kuntha, and in the core of the heart.

Therefore one should clearly understand

that He did not live like an ordinary child

in the heart or the womb of Devaki. Nor
~ did He appear like an ordinary human
- child, although He seemed to do so in

order to bewilder asuras (demons) like

Karhsa. The asuras wrongly think that

Krsna took birth like an ordinary child

‘and passed away from this world like an

ordinary man. Such asuric conceptions
are rejected by persons in knowledge of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

~Ajo 'pi sann avyaydtma bhitdndm isvaro
_ pisan (Bg.4.6). As stated in Bhagavad-
- gitd, the Lord is aja, unborn, and He is

the supreme controller of everything.

‘Nonetheless, He appeared as the child of

~ Devaki.

This verse describes the in-

conceivable potency of the
Lord, who appeared like the

- full moon. Understanding the
- special significance of the ap-
pearance of the Supreme
Godhead, one should never
regard Him as having taken

~ birth like an ordinary child.]
Vasudeva then saw the
‘newborn child, who had very
-wonderful lotuslike eyes and
who bore in His four hands
the four weapons Sankha,
cakra, gadd and padma
[conchshell, - dise, club, and
lotus]. On His chest was the
mark of Srivatsa and on His
} neck the brilliant Kaustubha
~ gem. Dressed in yellow, His

body blackish like a dense
_cloud, His scattered hair fully
grown, and His helmet and
earrings sparkling uncom-
monly with the valuable gem
Vaidturya, the child, deco- .
rated with a brilliant belt,
armlets, bangles, and other
ornaments, appeared very
wonderful. ;
When Vasudeva saw his’
extraordmary son, his eyes were struck
with wonder. In transcendental jubila-

tion, he mentally collected ten thousand

cows and distributed them among the
brahmanas as a transcendental festival.
Vasudeva could understand that {hlS_
child was the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Nardayapa. Having concluded
this without a doubt, he became fearless.

‘Bowing down with folded hands and con-

centrated attention, he began to offer
prayers to the child, who was illuminat-
ing: His b1rthpiace by His natural in-
fluence.

Vasudeva prayed, ““O my Lord, pro-
prietor of all creation; You have now

appeared in my house, desiring to give

protection to this world, I am sure that-
You will kill all the armies that are mov-

_ing all over the world under the leader-
ship of politicians who are dressed as

ksatriya tulers but who are factually all
demons. They must be killed by You for

the protection of the innocent public.”

[Krsna appears in this world for two
purposes, paritrandya sadhinam vindsaya
ca duskrtam: to protect the innocent,
religious devotees of the Lord and to an-
nihilate all the uneducated, uncultured
asuras who unnecessarily bark like dogs

and fight among themselves for political

power. It is said, kali-kale nama-ripe
krsna avatara. The Hare Krsna move-
ment is also an incarnation of Krsna in

the form of the holy name (nama-ripe).
Every one of us who is actually afraid of
the asuric rulers and politicians must
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welcome this incarnation of Krsna: Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare

Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama.

Rama, Hare Hare. Then we will surely
be protected from the harassment of

asuric rulers. At the present moment .

these rulers are so powerful that by hook
or by crook they capture the highest
posts in government and harass count-
less numbers of people on the plea of
national  security or some emergency.
Then again, one asura defeats another
asura, but the public continues to suffer.
Therefore the entire world is in a pre-
carious condition, and the only hope is
this Hare Krsna movement. .'
Lord Nrsimhadeva appeared when
Prahlada was excessively harassed by his

After Krsna’s birth, Karmsa tried to kill Krsna’s
younger sister Yogamayd, but she rose to the Skv in
her eight-armed form.

asuric father. Because of such asuric
fathers—that is, the ruling politicians—it

is very difficult to press forward the Hare

Krsna movement, but because Krsna
has now appeared in His holy name
through this movement, we can hope
that these asuric fathers will be annihi-
lated and the kingdom of God will be
established all over the world. The entire
world is now full of many asuras in the
guise of politicians, gurus, sadhus, yogls,
and incarnations, who are misleading the
general public away from Krsna con-
sciousness, which can offer true benefit
to human society.]

Vasudeva continued, 'O my Lord,
Lord of the demigods, after hearing the
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prophecy that You would take birth in
our home and Kill him, this uncivilized
Karhsa killed so many of Your elder

_brothers. As soon as he hears from his
lieutenants that You have appeared, he

will immediately come with wedpons to

kill You.™

[Karhsa has here been described as
asabhva meaning ‘‘uncivilized”' or

““most heinous,”’ because he Killed the
many children of his sister. When he
heard the prophecy that he would be
killed by her eighth son, this uncivilized
man, Kamsa, was immediately ready to

“kill his inniocent sister on the occasion of
‘her marriage. An uncivilized man can

do anything for the satisfaction of

his senses. He can kill children; he can

kill cows, he can kill brah-
manas, he can kill old men;
he has no mercy for any-

Vedic civilization, cows,
women, children, old men,

excused even if they are at
fault. But asuras, un-
civilized men, do not care
about that. At the present
- moment, the Kkilling of
cows and the Kkilling of

unrestrictedly, and there-
fore this civilization is not
at all human, and those
~who are conducting this
condemned civilization are
uncivilized asuras.

Such wuncivilized men
are not in favor of the
Krsna consciousness
movement. As public

out hesitation that the
chanting of the Hare Krsna
movement is a nuisance,
although the Bhagavad-gita
clearly says. satatam
kirtayanto mam yatantas ca
drdha-vratah. According to

- this verse, it is the duty of the mahatmas

to chant the Hare Krsna mantra and try
to spread it all over the world to the best
of their ability. Unfortunately, society is
in such an uncivilized state that there are
so-called mahdtmas who are prepared to
kill cows and children and stop the Hare
Krsna movement. Such uncivilized ac-
tivities, like those of history, were ac-

‘tually demonstrated in connection with

the Hare Krsna movement's Bombay
center, Hare Krsna Land. As Karhsa was
not expected to kill the beautiful child of
Devaki and Vasudeva, the uncivilized
society, although unhappy about the ad-
vancement of the Krsna consciousness
movement, cannot be expected to stop

one. According to the

and brahmanas should be

children are going on

officers, they declare with-

After learning that Vasudeva and
Devaki's eighth child would be the
Supreme Lord (Krsna), Kamsa ar-
rested them. When Lord Krsna finally
appeared within Kamsa's prisonhouse

(right), He reassured His parents by
showing them His four-armed form;

then He appeared as an ordinary child.

©it. Yet we must face many difficulties in
- many different ways. Although Krsna

cannot be killed, Vasudeva, as the father
of Krsna, was trembling because in affec-
tion he thought that Karhsa would im-
mediately come and kill his son.
Similarly, although the Krsna conscious-
ness movement and Krsna are not dif-
ferent and no asurascan check it, we are
afraid that at any moment the asurascan
stop it in any part of the world.]
Thereafter, exactly when Vasudeva,
being inspired by the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, was about to take
the newborn child from the delivery

room, Yogamaya, the Lord’s spiritual

energy, took birth as the daughter of
Yasoda, the wife of Maharaja Nanda.
By the influence of Yogamaya, all the
doorkeepers fell fast asleep, their senses
unable to work, and the other inhabi-
tants of the house also fell deeply asleep.
When the sun rises, the darkness auto-
matically disappears; similarly, when
Vasudeva approached the closed doors,
which were strongly pinned with iron
and locked with iron chains, they opened
automatically. Since the clouds in the sky

~were mildly thundering and showering,

Ananta-naga, an expansion of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead,

followed Vasudeva, beginning from the

door, with hoods expanded to protect
Vasudeva and the transcendental child.

Because of constant rain sent by the
demigod Indra, the River Yamuna was
filled with deep water, foaming about
with fiercely whirling waves. But as the
great Indian Ocean had formerly given
way to Lord Ramacandra by allowing
Him to construct a bridge, so the River
Yamunda gave way to Vasudeva and
allowed him to cross.

When Vasudeva reached the house of

Nanda Mahardja, he saw that all the
cowherd men were fast asleep. Thus he

placed his son on Yasoda's bed, picked
up her daughter (an expansion of
Yogamaya) and then returned to the
prisonhouse of Kamsa. Vasudeva then
placed the female child on the bed of
Devaki, bound his legs with the iron
shackles, and thus remained there as
before. Exhausted by the labor of
childbirth, Yasodid was overwhelmed
with sleep and unable to understand

what kind of child had been born. i
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a true story from London— by Saksi Gopala dasa

The Long Arm of the Law Catches

LORD CAITANYA'S MERCY

“Come on!’ the constable said.
“You know as well as I do you're
causing an obstruction. Down to the
station; you're all under arrest!”
“Obstruction?”’ we protested.

“All around you there’s drug
addiction, prostitution, crime, and
violence, and you can't find
anything better to do than arrest us
Sfor chanting the names of God!
What kind of policemen are you?”’

The Arrest

It was the Thursday before Christmas,
and London’s Oxford Street (the longest
shopping street in the world) was brim-
ming over with Christmas shoppers.
Twice already that week plainclothes
police had arrested devotees chanting
Hare Krsna there, but today we were in-
tending to avoid any trouble. The five of
us took a new route, profusely distribut-
ing the holy name to everyone within
earshot. As we made our way through
Piccadilly Circus (London’s ‘‘Times
Square’’) and then along crowded
Regent Street, we brought smiles to
many faces and raised eyebrows on many
others. Finally we reached Oxford Cir-
cus, where we reluctantly stopped chant-
ing and started back along Oxford Street
toward the temple.

But all the shops were staying open
late, so the street was still filled with
pedestrians, though traffic had died
down. The rustle of hundreds of
footsteps filled the air. With so many ma-
terially conditioned souls surrounding
us, there we were, chanting quietly to
ourselves on our beads, and just holding
our karatalas (hand cymbals) and
mrdanga drums! It was hard to restrain
ourselves from the loud glorification of
the Hare Krsna mahd-mantra. In fact, it
was impossible! Casting aside any
thoughts of our inevitable arrest, we
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launched into the most ecstatic chant
ever! The tall buildings echoed to the
sounds of Lord Caitanya’s sarnkirtana
party® while dumbfounded shoppers
stood open-mouthed and bus lines of
bewildered souls turned their heads to
see the source of the transcendental
sound vibrations. Single file, we chanted
and danced along the clear space at the
edge of the pavement, which widened as
the crowds thinned out. Tottenham
Court Road Tube Station, the end of the
gauntlet, loomed up ahead. We were
almost there, with no police trouble,
when three highly suspicious figures
suddenly appeared, blocking our path a
few yards ahead.

““All right, lads, yer nicked!"’ said the
young ‘‘student,’” flashing his police I.D.
card with immense relish.

““What! How can you arrest us? We’re
not doing anything illegal.”

*Lord Caitanya (left, wearing yellow) is the
incarnation of Lord Krsna who appeared in
Bengal, India, to spread sarikirtana—the con-
gregational chanting of the Hare Krsna mahd-
mantra.

His two hard-faced confederates,
similarly disguised, moved in closer.

“Come on! You know as well as I do
you’re causing an obstruction. Down to
the station; you're all under arrest!”’

“‘Obstruction? The pavement’s fifteen
feet wide, we're walking in the gutter,
and there’s hardly anybody to ‘ob-
struct’!”” we protested. ‘*All around you
there’s drug addiction, prostitution,
crime, and violence, and you can’t find
anything better to do than arrest us for
chanting the names of God! What kind
of policemen are you?”’

The retort seemed to catch him by
surprise, but he quickly regained his
composure and barked, ‘‘Look lad,
you’re under arrest. Anything you say
may be used as evidence. Now move!”’
Then, adding a liberal guantity of un-
savory words (quite unbefitting a consta-
ble of Her Majesty’s Police Force), he
joined his two colleagues in forming a
rear guard, and the three of them
escorted us toward the police station.

We were thinking of how unfortunate
they were. Not only were they obstruct-
ing Lord Caitanya’s sasnkirtana party and
harassing devotees, but these were the
same policemen who had arrested the
chanting party twice earlier that week!
What demons! For protection we started
chanting the glories of Lord Nrsimha-
deva—Krsna’s half-man-half-lion incar-
nation—very softly at first, and then a
little louder. The mrdanga crept in,
marking the rhythm, and the karatalas
soon followed. With no complaints from
our police escort as yet, we chanted
louder and louder until the street once
more resounded with the holy names.
Amazed that they made no objection, we
turned and saw that the three policemen
were grinning from ear to ear! We were
incredulous. Here was the mercy of Lord
Caitanya! By repeatedly arresting the
chanting party, these previously offen-
sive policemen had become purified by
associating with devotees, and now they
were taking great pleasure in the chant-
ing of the holy names!
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“Now stop or you’ll cause an obstruc-
tion,”’ directed our police guide as
we approached a large bus line, which
engulfed the pavement. We obediently
stopped, considering it our good fortune
that we had been allowed to chant at all.

Then something totally unexpected
happened. After we had passed the bus
line, our captor definitely proved him-
self to be no ordinary police constable
when he ordered, ‘‘Okay, start chanting
again.””!!

So we did, all the way to the police sta-
tion, accompaned by the three blissful
police constables, who, grinning from
ear to ear, made no objection as the
ecstatic sankirtana party passed right into
the police station, past the main doors,
through the hallway, and into the charg-
ing room itself !!!

Everyone was thunderstruck. Arres-
tors and arrested alike couldn’t believe
it. Shaven-headed Hare Krsnas chanting
their way into the cop shop? With drums
and cymbals? It was unthinkable! The
sergeant on duty turned a vivid scarlet
and exploded in a fit of anger, threaten-
ing to ‘‘throw the book’’ at us and charge
us with all manner of subversive crimi-
nal activities. We apologized profusely,
pleading that we didn’t quite realize
where we were, and he became some-
what pacified. As we answered philo-
sophical questions from some of the in-
terested constables, the sergeant charged
us with obstruction, one by one, and we
had to wait as he filled in numerous
forms.

“All right, boys, tomorrow morning at
ten o’clock you’ll be appearing in the
Magistrates Court,”” said the sergeant,
now quite amiable. And with that he
allowed us to go. Feeling very blissful at
the way things had turned out, we filed
into the hallway and prepared to return
to the temple for the evening drati (tem-
ple worship) of Their Lordships St
Sri Radha-Londonisvara. (Londonisvara
means ‘‘Krsna, the Lord of London.”’)
On our way out of the station, we passed
a high-ranking plainclothes detective-
inspector. He paused and turned in our
direction. Not knowing what to expect,
we were surprised when he glanced over
us in an almost fatherly way and said in a
concerned voice,‘Don’t be discouraged,
lads; keep up the good work!”’

Next morning in court we pleaded
“‘not guilty’’ to the charges against us,
and the judge deferred our case to
February 2. At the time, we were
unaware of the significance of the ap-
pointed date. Our trial was to be on the
appearance day of Lord Nityananda—the
incarnation of God who helped spread
Lord Caitanya’s sankirtana movement,
and who personifies His mercy.
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The Trial

As is customary on such holy days, the
five of us fasted through the morning of
Lord Nityananda’s appearance day and
chanted His glories. At noon we at-
tended a blissful dratiand then broke our
fast with a splendid feast. Afterward, we
set off for Great Marlborough Street
Magistrates Court, confident that Lord
Nityananda would protect us. We were
accompanied by a new and enthusiastic
visitor to the temple, the Reverend Nor-
man Morehouse (second only to the
Bishop of Norwich), who came along to
observe the court proceedings.

We arrived at the courthouse a few
minutes before our appointed time of
2:00 p.M. and waited in the big hallway
while the Reverend went through to the
public gallery. The plainclothesmen who
arrested us soon turned up, now in
uniform, and waited with us. (It took a
little persuasion before they cautiously
took some of the hazelnut cookies we
had earlier offered to Lord Nityananda.)
At last we were beckoned into the
courtroom itself and ushered into the
dock. A stir went through the assembly.
Shaven heads and saffron robes were the
last thing anyone expected to see in

Magistrates Court on a Tuesday after-
noon. The Magistrate (a balding, portly
man in his late middle age, sporting a red
rose in the lapel of his dark grey suit)
surveyed us over the top of his gold-
rimmed spectacles. After we reaffirmed
our plea of “‘not guilty’’ to the court
clerk, one of the constables, who had
been sworn in at the witness box, pro-
ceeded to report the alleged conditions of
our arrest.

In the constable’s version of the story,
the chanting party miraculously grew
from the original five members to
seven—and later to eight when he de-
scribed how three devotees “‘ran off and
escaped arrest.”” According to his de-
scription, it seemed that there were
many more people on Oxford Street than
we had been aware of. Indeed, we had
supposedly forced unlimited numbers of
pedestrians into the road and had ex-
posed them to the grave risk of being run
over by the almost nonexistent traffic!
The judge listened impartially and then,
since we had no lawyer to speak on our
behalf, he asked us if we would like to
comment on the policeman’s evidence.
We humbly pointed out that the con-
stable, like everyone else, had imperfect
senses, and that he had contradicted
himself in assessing the number of devo-
tees on the chanting party. The judge



politely suggested the constable had
made “‘a mathematical error.”” At this a
titter of laughter rippled through the
courtroom, while the constable shuffled
his feet and looked embarrassed.

The magistrate then asked if we would
like to speak in our own defense. Having
been previously chosen as spokesman, I
stepped forward to be sworn in at the
witness box—and was taken aback when
the usher asked me to hold a copy of the
Bhagavad-gita in my right hand. He
handed me a card, and I read out the
words: ‘1 swear by almighty Sr1 Krsna
that the evidence I give shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth.”

Heartened by smiles from the devo-
tees in the dock, I began to describe the
circumstances of our arrest—this time as
they actually had happened. The magis-
trate listened as I went on to say, ““We
understand that the police have a duty to
perform, sir; but we also have a duty. We
have been instructed by our spiritual
master—indeed, we are instructed by all
the principle scriptures of the world—the
Koran, the Torah, the Bible, and the
Vedas—that we should glorify God by
chanting His holy names. Whether you
know the Lord by the name of Allah,
Jehovah, Rama, Govinda, or Krsna,
God is one.”

On the way back I read a
verse that summed up our ex-
perience: ‘‘Lord Caitanya ex-
cused all the offenders, and
they merged into the ocean of
love of God. . ..”

**Oh, quite so, quite so,’’ affirmed the
magistrate.

Encouraged, I went on: *‘In the Vedic
scriptures, in the Brhan-Naradiya
Purana, it is said, harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam—"

“In English—but what does it mean in
English, please?”’ he interjected.

“—Kalau ndsty eva nasty eva nasty eva
gatir anyathd. This was written in the
Sanskrit language five thousand years
ago. It means, ‘In this age of Kali [the
present age of materialism and quarrel]
there is no alternative, there is no alter-
native, there is no alternative for making
positive spiritual advancement but the
chanting of the holy name, the holy
name, the holy name of the Lord.” ™

The judge—in fact the whole court-
room—sat there fascinated. I remem-
bered Srila Prabhupada’s introduction to
the Srimad-Bhdgavatam and began to
speak further.

“*Although mankind has made great
material advancement in so many
spheres, we can see that factually there is
a fault in the social body at large. People
are not happy with their day-to-day ac-
tivities, and there is an increasing distur-
bance of drug addiction, prostitution,
violence, and crime. The root of the
problem is lack of God consciousness.
People are unaware of the actual purpose
of life.”

Intrigued by this sound philosophy
coming from the witness box, the judge
relaxed his judicial appearance, sat back,
and took a sip of water from his glass.

Even more encouraged, I asked, ““Sir,
with your permission, I would like to
read a short passage that appeared in the
London Observer in October 1972. It is
an excerpt from an article written by that
eminent English historian, Arnold
Toynbee.”

Upon hearing the name of such a dis-
tinguished personality, the judge smiled
slightly, and nodding his head in ap-
proval, he asked that [ continue.

““ “The cause of it [the world’s malady]
is spiritual. We are suffering from having
sold our souls to the pursuit of an objec-
tive which is both spiritually wrong and
practically unobtainable. We have to
reconsider our objective and change it.
And until we do this, we shall not have
peace, either amongst ourselves or with-
in each of us.””’

I continued, ‘‘As devotees of the Lord
we strictly follow four principles: mer-
cifulness, truthfulness, cleanliness, and
austerity. These are the higher qualities
of human life, and the absence of these
qualities means the degradation of
society. So the spreading of spiritual
understanding among humanity at large
is the highest welfare work. And an es-
sential part of this program is the distri-
bution of literature, and the congrega-
tional chanting—in the street—of the
holy names of God.”

*‘Is that all?”’ inquired the judge.

*“Yes, sir,”" I replied.

“Then you may step down.”” Adjust-
ing his spectacles and regarding the
devotees, who were once more assem-
bled in the dock, the judge then said in a
very firm yet amicable manner, ‘‘In legal
terms you are guilty of obstruction, al-
though it is of a very minor degree. Tak-
ing this into consideration, and seeing
your obvious sincerity, I have decided to
dismiss the case.”

We smiled jubilantly, thanked the
magistrate, and were about to step down,
when Krsna prompted me to add, “‘Sir,
we were wondering if you had a court
library here, in which case we would like
to present a book for addition to the col-
lection.™

““Thank you,” he replied. ‘I am quite
sure we can accommodate it.”

1 gave a copy of Srila Prabhupada’s Sri
[Sopanisad to one of the clerks, who
promised to pass it on to the judge. Then
we left the courtroom, thanking Lord
Nityananda for His mercy.

Outside, our friend Reverend More-
house greeted us with an ecstatic “‘Hare
Krspna!” Beaming from ear to ear, he
shook each of us warmly by the hand.
‘‘Congratulations!”” he exclaimed. ‘It
was wonderful! I am so proud of you all.
I must say, though, I was somewhat
surprised at the decision of the judge. In
the cases before yours he had been quite
severe. I’'m sure that the Lord must have
had a hand in the matter.”

And so were we. Sankirtana is always
successful, but it is especially so on Lord
Nitydnanda’s appearance day: even a
judge will take a book!

On the way back to the temple, I read
one verse in Srila Prabhupada’s
Caitanya-caritamrta that summed up our
whole wonderful experience:

apardadha ksamdila dubila prema-jale
keba eddibe prabhura prema-mahajale

“Lord Caitanya excused all the offend-
ers, and they merged into the ocean of
love of God, for no one can escape the
unique loving network of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu” (Cc. Adi-lila, 7.37). &
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Nampally Station Rd, Hyderabad, AP.; Jakarta, Indonesia—Aravindéksi dasi. cfo Elegante Tex-
tiles, 10C J1 Budi Kemuliaan; Madras, India—50, Aspiran Gardens, 2nd St., Kilpauk, Madras 10/
§12515; Mayapur, Indla—Sri Mayapura Chandrodaya Mandir, P.O. Sree Miydpur Dham, W,
Bengal (District Nadia); New Delhl, India—21A Feroze Gandhi Rd, Lajpatnagar lll, Mew Delhi
110024 | 382-742; Sri Lanka (Ceylon)— 188 Mew Chetty St, Colombe 13; Tehran, lran—Mr. F. At-
tar, P.O. Box 66-1540, Miavaran/ 241645; (Restaurant) 3 Shemshad, Avenue Kakh, Tehran/
644272 Tokyo, Japan—4-25-14, Chuo Nakano-ku/ (03)381-4174; Vrindavan, India—Krishna-
Balarama Mandir, Bhaktivedanta Swami Marg, Raman Reti, Vrindaban, Mathura, UP.

FARMS: Mayapur, India—(contact ISKCON Mayapur).

EUROPE: Amsterdam, Holland—Herengracht 96/ 020-248-410; Barcelona, Spain—P.O. Box
157: Dublin, Ireland—5 Talbot 5t, Dublin 1; Frankfurt A. Main, W. Germany—6&241 Schloss Rel-
tershof, bei Konigstain-Taunus / 06174-21357; Geneva, Switzerland—Chateau Banguet, 94, Rue
de Lausanne Ch, 1202/ {(022)3263.60; London, England (city) =7 Bury PI, Bloomsbury, Londan
WC1/01-405-1463; London, England {country) —Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchrore Heath, Wat-
fard, Hertfordshire WD2 BEP | Radlett 7244; Paris, France—4 rue Le Sueur, Paris 75016 727-
0202; Rome, Italy—Viale Di Porta Ardeatina No. 53 Anglo Christopher Colombao-2, Rome 00154 (
5740416; Stockholm, Sweden—Korsnas Gard, 140 32 Gredinge / 0753-29151.

FARMS: Indre, France—Lucay-Le-Male, 36600 Valencay Chateau d'Cublaise; London, Eng-
land— (contact Bhaktivedanta Manor).

LATIN AMERICA: Bogota, Colombia—Carrera 3-4 Mo. 54-A-72, 49-00-91; Caracas, Venezu-
ela—Calle Luis Roche Mo. 61, Colinas de Los Chagauramnos; Ciudad Bolivar, Venezuela—Paseo
Hares, Cruce con Avenida Maracay No. 19, Casa Equina; Georgetown, Guyana—A 131
Rupaplace, West Belair Park/ 61719, Guadalajara, Mexico—Avenida Vallarta 2035, Sector
Juarez | 157498; Guat la City, G la—Segunda Calle 6-26, Zona 13; Guayaquil,
Ecuador—Haunabilca 1204, Apt. 3; Lima, Peru—976 Jiron Juan de la Fuente, San Antonio
Miraflores | 471-810; Mexico City, Mexico—Gob. Tiburcio Montiel 45, San Miguel Chapultepec,
Mexico City 18 O.F./ (905)277-3124; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil—Estrada Velha da Tijuca, 102, Usina;
San Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago—Gordon St. at Santa Margarita Circular Rd,, San Augustine,
Trinidad and Tobago / 662-4605; San Juan, Puerto Rico—Calle ltalia 1957, Ocean Park, Santurce
00911; San Pedro, Costa Rica—c/o ISKCON, C.3a A4, Montes de Ocal 25-44-57; Santiago,
Chile—Eyzaguirre, 2404 Puente Allo; Santo Domingo, Domini lic—Calle C ]
Rodriguez No. 36; Sao Paulo, CEP, Brazil—Rua Pandia Calogeras, 84 leEldade. 01525/ 278-
0138; Valencia, Venezuela—Carretera Vieja Mo, 42, La Entrada.

FARMS: Costa Rica (New Virajdl—(contact ISKCON San Pedro, Costa Rical: Petropolis,
Brazil—{contact ISKCON Rio de Janeiro).

ISKCON Centers Around the World

S0UTH SEAS: Adelaide, 5. Australia—13-A Frome 5t/ 020-253-160; Alexandria, Australia—
P.O. Box 170, MSW. 2015; Auckland, New Zealand—67 Gribblehirst Rd., Mt Albert f 668-668;
Lautoka, Fiji—5 Tavewa Ave./ 61-633 ext. 48 {(mail: c/o P.O. Box 125); Melbourne, Australia—
187 Danks St. Middle Park, Melbourne, Victoria 3206 329-9844; (Mail: cio P.O. Box 125).
FAAMS: Murwillambah, Australia (New Govardhan)—'Eungella.’ Tyalgum Rd. Via Murwillambah
N.SW., 2484/ 721903 (mail: c/o P.O. Box 6B7).

UNITED STATES and CANADA: Amherst, Massachusetts—219 Amity 5t, 01002; Ann Arbor,
Michigan—7 18 W. Madison St. 48103/ (313)665-6304; Atlanta, Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon
Ave. NE 30306 / (404)378-9182; Baltimore, Maryland—200 Bloomsbury Ave,, Catonsville 21228/
(301)747-9815; Berkeley, California—2334 Stuart 5t. 94705/ (415)843-7874; Bloomington, In-
diana—214 Mo. Dunn St. 47401/ (B12)336-4666; Boston, Massachusetls—72 Commonwealth
Ave. 021161 (617)247-7300; Buffalo, New York—132 Bidwell Pkwy 14222/ (716)882-0281;
Charlotte, North Carolina— 1824 E. 7th 5t. 28204/ (704)334-3952; Chicago, lllincis—1014
Emerson 5t, Evanston 60201 / (312)273-3860; Cincinnati, Ohio—2717 Glendora Ave. 45219/
(513)751-0354; Cleveland, Ohio—15720 Euclid Ave, E. Cleveland 44112/ (216)851-9367;
Dallas, Texas—5430 Gurley Ave. 75223/ (214)827-6330: Denver, Colorado— 1400 Cherry St.
80220/ (303)333-5461; Detroit, Michigan—383 Lenox Ave, 48215/ (313)824-6000: Durham,
North Carolina—3109 Chapel Hill Rd. 27707 ( (919)489-4057; Gainesville, Florida—921 SW.
Depot Ave. 32601/ (304)377-1496; Honolulu, Hawail—51 Coelho Way 96817 ( (B08)595-3947;
Houston, Texas—1111 Raosalie St. 77004 [ (713)528-9004; Indianapolis, Indiana—415 S. St. Paul
St 46201/ (317)639-1633; Kansas City, Kansas—3232 Sawall Ave. 66104/ (913)621-1993;
Laguna Beach, California—&44 5. Coast Hwy. 92651/ (714)494-3172; Las Vegas, Nevada—
2600 Demetrius, 89101/ (7T02)B42-3884; Los Angeles, California—3764 Watseka Ave. 90034 /
(213)B71-0717; Louisville, Kentucky—1212 E. Broadway 40204/ (502)583-0417; Memphis,
Tennessee—3533 Highway 61 South 38109/ (901)785-0661: Miami, Florida— 10900 Coral Way
33165/ (305)552-1766; Milwaukee, Wisconsin—1219 W. Cherry St 35205/ (414)344-3601;
Minneapolls, Minnesola—216 Ridgewood Ave. 55403/ (612)874-8780; Montréal, Québec,
Canada— 1626 Pie IX Boulevard H1V 2C51 (514)527-1101; New Orleans, Louisiana—2936 Es-
planade Ave. 70119/ (504)488-7433; New York, New York—340 W. 55th 51, 10019/ (212)-
765-8610; Ottawa, Ontario, Canada—1429 Cyrville Rd, K1B 3L7 / (813)741-8518: Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania—424 E Woodlawn St. 19144 [ (215)848-1767; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—4626
Forbes Ave. 15213/ (412)683-7700; Portland, Oregon—2805 SE. Hawthorna St. 97214 ( (503)-
234-1755; Radha-Damodara traveling temples—5431 Jonestown Rd. Harrisburg, Pa. 17112/
(717)657-0418; Salt Lake City, Utah—858 Park St. 84102/ (801)521-3445; St. Louis, Missouri—
4544 Laclede Ave, 63108/ (314)361-1224; San Diego, California—1030 Grand Ave, Pacific
Beach 82108 / (714)483-2500; Seattle, Washington—400 18th Ave. East 98102 / (206)322-3636;
Toronto, Ontario, Canada—243 Avenue Ad. M5R 2J6/ (416)822-5415; Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, Canada—1774 East 16th Ave. V6J 2ZM1/ (504)732-8422; Washington, D.C.— 10310
Oaklyn Rd, Potomac, Maryland 20854 / (301)298-2100.

FARMS: Buffalo, New York—(contact ISKCON Buffalo); Carriere, Mississippi—At No. 2, Box
449, 39426/ (601)798-6705; Dixon, Missouri (New Godruma)—Box 81 Tavern Route, Dixon,
Missouri 65459 f (314)422-3966; Moundsville, West Virginia (New Vrindavan)—R.D. No. 1, Box
620, Moundsville 26041 / (304)845-2790; Mulberry, Tennessea (Murari Sevak)—Rt No. 1, Box
146-A 37358/ (615)759-7058; Port Royal, P ylvania (New Barsana)—R.D. No. 1, 17082/
(717)527-2493.
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READ THESE BOOKS-IMPROVE YOUR LIFE

Read the books of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

i Sfl Iscpanlsad oL L Readlngg |n S
Anideal introduction tothe Ved:c 1 Vedic -
- knowledge: Eighteen verses Eacha | Literature:
perfectmeditation. T Acomplehenswe o
51.95 [405) o e L antholegyol.
| ancientindia's
Bhagavad gna As 1t Is : o ph|IDsophy“'

Atimeless guide to spiritual perfec- -~ | 51 95 .;4()9) L
tion. The largest selling, mostwidely | !
used edition of the Gita m_t_heWeste_rn' - : e
“world. New condensed: VQFSIOFI : : | p——— agyJourney
Hardbound: 8597 (3p1) o | Feieemen (o Other

: Soflbomd 32951302} z=. | Planets

The postgraduate science of spultual real:zallon 5
The book that begins where the Gita leaves off.

.....  Mystic yoga, : _Hardbourd 57.95 per volume. 24 \.rolumes avaata'ble :
Krsna theSupreme astral:travel, and : . Canto 1/in3parts (211, 212, 213)
Personality of Godhead divirig lovein:

‘Canto 2,in 2 parts {221, 222)
CamoS in2 parts (251, 252) i
13 parts (261, 262, 263)
in 3 parts (271, 272, 273)

.in 3 paits (281,282, 283)
) 9, 3parts (291 292 293) S

The Krsna stories of the Vedas | ina T
readable shart- slory format with ac-
‘companying illustrations: © =

“Hardbound: 57.95 per \.rLIume [30?.' :
308,309 = ;

- $19.95 per 3-vol. set {31 0}
Softbound: 51, 9_1 peruol (311 312....
s

- 5485 per 3- vof set (314)

the material and - .
% spifitual universes,
i ST 25 (402)

The Per{ectacn- 7
" ofYoga |

- Bodyandmind
cantrof that frees
| youfromillusions

Gopal Colormg Book o
Apastlmeiorchudren_ Sl
31 95 {502) ]

yogal
A step- by step gwdebook on how for :
become Krsna conscious. e
Hardbound: $7 95 (305)
- Softbound 53 95 (306)

FiolescliolDevotion. o :'gggt:is:*' Sl
'{Thecompietesmenceof bhaktl— S b o MOB) - MR

: Per[ect.Quesbons
Perfect Answers
_Oneof India's
greatest saints -
fulfills a Peace
Carpsworker's
_searchior
meaning.
51 50 (41 o)

4 Sl Caltanya caritamrta : -

: - Thelife and precepts of Kfsnasmost mermful mcarnanor‘.
:Prahlad Picture described in detail. 17 hardbound volumes. S7. 95 each. .

and Storybook S Adi-lita, in8parts (111,112,113} i

sAtranscendental story < | Madhya lila, mgparts (121 122 123 124 125 126
-forcmldrer‘ 51 95(501) ; e

Teachmgs of Lord Caltanya e
The essential teachings of
Lord Krsna's most me[mfuL s
incarnation. :

. Hardbound: 56,95 (303)
Soﬂbound 54, 9_1 (304}

134 185)

THE BHAKTIVEDANTA BOOK TRUST Dept. BTG 12-8
3764 Watseka Ave, Los Angeles, California 90034

O send me information on your membership program.
Please send me a free book catalog.
O send me the next twelve issues of BACK TO
GODHEAD. My check or money order for $7 is included.
($8 outside U.S.A.)

U Please send the books I've circled below. My check or
money order for &_____ total payment is enclosed. | understand
that | may examine them for 10 days and, if not satisfied,
return them for a full refund.

111 123 128 134 221 262 281 203 305 310 402 501
112 124 129 135 222 263 2B2 301 306 311 405 502
113 125 131 211 251 271 283 302 307 312 406 503
121 126 132 212 252 272 291 303 308 313 409
122 127 133 213 261 273 292 304 309 314 410

quIy devoted to the world of <rsna
consciousness and selfwreallzatton

Name
Address

City State ZIP

If your order is under $4.95, please add 5.50 for postage, $4.95 to 59.95
AardAd © 7N nrctana and Avar SO QR adA @0 ~F tatal srdar
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If one offers Me w1th love |
and devotion a leaf, af lower

frmt or water Iw1ll accept i,
( Bhagauad gtta); |

. fThe speaker of these words is Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personahty
- of Godhead. Since He already possesses everything, surely He has
~ no need of food. Yet He accepts His devotees’ offenngs tohelp
~them awaken their natural love for Him. As we can see, Krsna ac-
_ cepts only vegetarian preparations offered to Him with love. Thls
~ food then becomes prasada—"the mercy of the Lord.” The
~ devotees are eager to distribute prasada, because they
~ know that whoever tastes it advances rapidly in spmtual
_ life. And every Sunday afternoon thousands of peop!e
 dojust that—Dby visiting any of more than one '
~ hundred Hare Krsna centers and partaking of the
~ world-famous, mcredlbly delicious, transcenden—
~tal Love Feast. So why not join us this Sun-
~ day? And after the feast, be sure to stay for the
~ movie, play, or puppet show. (Please see page
- twenty-elght for the center nearest you )






