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WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS?

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness was
formed in 1966 by Prabhupada A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami,
who came from India on the order of his Spiritual Master to
preach love of God to the people of the West. Prabhupada is in
a line of disciplic succession going back directly 500 years to the
time when Lord Caitanya appeared in India, and from there
back still further—5000 years—to the time when Krsna first
spoke the Bhagavad-gita.

Krsna Consciousness is experienced as a process of self
purification. Its means and end are an open secrel, and there is
no financial charge for learning Krsna Consciousness or receiving
initiation into the chanting of Hare Krsna. The gist of devotional
service to Krsna is that one takes whatever capacily or talent
he or she has and dovetails it with the interests of the Supreme
Enjoyer, the Lord, Sri Krsna. The writer writes articles for Krsna,
and we publish periodicals in this way. The businessman does
business in order Lo establish many temples across the country.
The householders raize children in the science of God, and hus-
band and wife live in mutual co-operation for spiritual progress.
These activities are done under the sanction of the expert
Spiritual Master, and in line with the Scriptures. Devotional
service in Krsna Consciousness means resular chanting in the
temple, hearing talks about the Pastimes of Krsna from Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and taking foodstuffs prepared for and offered to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

By books, literature and records, the Society is dedicated to
awakening the worldwide public to the normal, ecstatie state of
Krsna Consciousness, so that all may regain their eternal position
of favorably serving the will of Krsna.
tional chanting—is carried to the people: in public parks. schools,

Sankirtana—congrega-

on tw., in the theater, on the streets. Krsna Consciousness is
not an idler’s philosophy. Rather by chanting and by engagement
in the service of Krsna, anyone who takes parl will experience
the state of “samadhi,”

ness, 24 hours a day!

ecstatic absorption in God-conscious-

As the philosophy of Krsna Consciousness is non-sectarian,
Hindu or Christian, will become better in his faith by
chanting the Holy Name of God and by hearing the Bhagavad-
gitii. Without knowledge and realization and loving service to

any man,

the One Supreme God, there can be no religion. Let everyone
in the Sankirtana and we may see the
fulfillment of the prediction made by Lord Caitanya 500 years
ago: that the chanting of the Holy Names of God, Hare Krsna,
would be carried to every town and village of the world. Only in
this way can real peace prevail. It is sublime and casy.

l'{‘,joil.‘.!: Movement.

HARE KRSNA HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA HARE HARE
HARE RAMA HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA HARE HARE

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF
ISKCON, WRITE TO ISKCON BOSTON FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION.
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SRI BRAHMA-SAMHITA
(FIFTH CHAPTER)

First Installment

With commentary by Sri Srimad Jiva Go-
svami and translation and purport by
Paramahatnsa Parivrjakicarya {108) S
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami

[Editor’s Note: This is the first install-
ment of the Brahma-sarhiti, the Hymns
of Brahma, including a foreword by Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati, the translator
and commentator, and the first two verses
and purports of the Fifth Chapier of this
work. Brahma is the first crented entity in
this universe, born oul of a lotus flower
sprouting from the navel of the Garbho-
dakasayt Vispu, the Greal God, and he is
the greatest of the demigods, being directly
empowered by Lord Krsna to create the
solar and planetary systems and all life
that dwells therein. Despite his great
power, al his birth Brahma knew neither
his whereabouts nor his identity. There-
fore the Supreme Lord, Sri Krspa, im-
purted Vedic knowledge into his heart,
and these hymns are Brahma’s articulation
of that knowledge. It is not surprising then
that the Brahma-samhita is in praise of
Govinda (Krsna), the primeval Lord who
is the very origin of Brahmad.

His Divine Grace Srila Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvali renders, in his foreword and
purports, detailed information which re-
veals his greal scholarship and devotion.
The greatest exponent of Vaisnavism in
this century, Srila Bhaltisiddhanta found-
ed the Gaudiya Mission in India. He is the
spiritual master of His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktivedinta Swami and therefore the
grand spiritual master of the Krsna con-
sciousness movemenlt in the West. |

FOREWORD

The materialistic demeanor cannot pos-
sibly stretch to the transcendental autocrat
who is ever inviting the fallen conditioned
souls to associate with Him through devo-
tion, the cternal serving mood. The phe-
nomenal attractions are often found to
templ sentient beings to enjoy the varie-
gated position, which is opposed to un-

differentiated monism. People are apt to
indulge in transitory speculations, even
when they are to educate themselves about
a situation beyond their empiric area or
experimental knowledge. But often the
esoleric aspect obliges them to trace out
Immanence in their outward inspection of
transitory and transformable things. This
impulse moves them to aseribe the posi-
tion of the Immanent to an indeterminate
impersonal entity, no clue of which can be
discerned in moving earth and heaven
lhmugh man’s urg:mit:

The lines of this booklet will surely
help such puzzled souls in their march
towards the personality of the Immanent
lying beyond their sensuous inspection.
The very first stanza of this publication
will revolutionize their conservative ideas
when the nomenclature of the Absolute is
put before them as “Krsna.” The specu-
lative minds will tend to offer some other
attributive name to designate the unknown
object. They will prefer to brand Him by
their own experience as the “creator of
this universe”™ or “the entity beyvond
phenomena.” which are far removed from
any object of nature and void of all trans-
formation. So they will urge that the
very fountainhead should have no con-
ceivable designation other than that which
would indicate an invisible, inaudible,
untouchable, non-fragrant and imperceiv-
able object. But they will not desist from
contemplaling the object with their poor
fund of experience. The interested en-
quirer will be found to hanker after the
records left by erudite savants in lieu of
incompatible hallucinatory views of savage
commentators, In comparing different
names offered by mankind’s different

€nses,

schools of thought, a particular judge
would naturally decide in favor of some
nomenclature which will suit best his
limited and specific whims. The slave
mentality of an individual will no doubt
offer invectives Lo those who would appeal
to him to explain his decision. To remedy
this evil, the Hymns (Brahma-samhita) of
the accepted progenitor of this phenomena
(Brahma) would help greatly, for they
offer a nomenclature which is possessed of
adequate power to dispel all imaginations
conjured by those who experience phe-
nomena through tentative explorations.
The first hymn will establish the su-
premacy of the Absolute Truth, if His
substratum is not shot by the bullets of
limited time, ignorance and discomfort by
those who recognize Him as an effect in-

stead of accepting Him as the prime cause.
But earnest seekers will be satisfied to
note that the object of their determina-
tion is the par-excellent Supreme Lord
Sr1 Krsna, who has eternally embodied
Himself in His ever-present. all-blissful, all-
pervasive form of perfected knowledge,
the very fountainhead of all prime causes,
or unending non-beginning time, the sup-
plying fosterer of all entities, namely,
mundane and transcendental.

The subsequent lines will determine the
different aspects of the Absolute, which
are but emanations of the supreme foun-
tainhead Krena, the most attractive entity
of all entities. Moreover, the etymology of
the nomenclature *“Krsna™ indicates a
plane of uninterrupted, unending, tran-
scendental felicity and indicates that He
Himself is the source of the two com-
ponents which go by the names “efficient”
and “material” causes. The very transcen-
dental name “Krsna™ denotes the embodi-
ment of all the transcendental eternal rasas
{nectarean pleasures) as well as the origin
of all eclipsed conceptions of interrupted
rasas (perverted relationships) found in
the mentality of animated beings, mun-
dane relationships which are successfully
depicted by literati and rhetoricians for
our mundane speculation.

The verses of Brahma-sarihita are a full
elucidation of the origination of phenom-
ena and noumena. These hymns of the
incarnated prime potency deal fully with
the henotheistic speculations of different
schools, which are busy giving the outer
coverings of esoleric concoctions without
referring to the true, eternal aspect of the
transcendental, non-transformable and im-
perishable manifestation of the Immanent.
These hymns also deal with different
partial aspecls of the Personality of the
Absolute, who is quite separate from the
conceptions of the enjoyers of this phe-
nomenal world.

A very closely atlentive (:Umpar;ltivc
study of all prevailing thoughts and con-
ceptions will relieve and enlighten all—be
one a materialist, a downright atheist, an
agnostic, a skcptil:, a naturalist or a pan-
theist—busy with knowledge of mere three
dimensions by speculative exertions,

This booklet is only the Fifth Chapter
of the hymns of Brahma (Brahma-sambhila)
which were recorded in a hundred chap-
ters. The Supreme Lord Sri Caitanya
picked up this chapter from the Temple of
Adikesava at Tiruvattar, a village lying
under the government of Travancore, for
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the assurance of all God-loving, and espe-
cially Krsna-loving, people in this condi-
tioned world. This booklet casily
be compared with another book called
Srimad- Bhagavatam. Though it has a refer-
ence in th‘ pantheon uf' Purapas. the
Bhigavatam corroborates the same idea of
this Paficaratra.

The devotees should note that these
two books point to the identical Krsna
who is the Fountainhead of all transcen-
dental and mundane entities and
exhibils a manifestation of plenary varie-
galedness.

Aspersions and calumniation are con-
fined to the limited world. for the Tran-
scendence cannot admil such “angulari-
ties,” being at an angle of 180 (1(-"ru-.
that is to sav. void of any angular t|1~Lr( p-
ancies,

The publisher is carried away
realm of gratitude when his
publication are serutinized. Thakur Bhakti-
vinoda has given an elucidating purport to
the conception of the most sublime foun-
tainhead of all entities, and one of his
devout followers has rendered that from

can

who

to the
stores of

Bengali into English for propagalive pur-
poses. The bac I\rrmumi of the purports and
translations are traced to the writings of
Srila Jiva Gosvami, a contemporary fol-
lower of the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna
Caitanya.

The materialists often go on to say that
the provincial conception of theism has
depicted the transcendental unity as di-
versity. but we differ from these erroneous
considerations, for we get a prospective
view ol the manifested Transcendence
which eliminates all historiographies and
allegorical interpretations. Our enjoying
take a different direction
when we Lake into account the Transcen-
dental Entity who absorbs all the frailities
and limilations of nature. So we solicit the

mood should

happier mood of the scrulinizers and beg
them to pay special attention lo the im-
portance of manifestive transcendence in
Krsna.

It was found necessary to publish this
small book for the use of English speaking
people who are interested in the acme of
transcendental truth in all its manifested
The theme delincated herein is
quite different from the ordinary heaps of
poetical mundane literature which are
confined to our limited senses. This book
was found in South India some four cen-
turies ago, and it is again brought to light
in the very same country after a long time.

phases.
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It is just like worshiping the Goddess
Ganges by offering her own water.

Siddhdnia Sarasvati, Sri
Calcutta, August 1, 1932,

Gaudiya Math,

VERSE ONE

$AT T FO: gREAETE: |
SIRRAlE: TR I ¢ |

tSvarah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahal

anddir adir govindah
sarva-karana-karapam

isvarah—Godhead:  paramah—supreme:
Ersnah—Krsna:  sat—elernal:  eil—Kknow-
ledge:dananda—bliss: vigraha—body: anadil
—|m\11|(r no origing adih—prime cause or
origin uf all: frouuduh—(—}mmd.i‘ Sarvi—
dll‘ karana—of causes: kdranam—Lhe cause.

TRANSLATION

Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the
Supreme Godhead. He has an eternal,
blissful spiritual body. He is the origin of
all. He has no other origin, and He is the
Prime Cause of all causes.

PURPORT

Krsna is the exalted supreme entity, and
He has His own eternal name, eternal
form, eternal attributes and cternal pas-
times. The very name Krsna implies His
love-altracting qualities. His eternal name
expresses Him to be the acme of attrac-
tion. His eternal, beautiful heavenly blue-
tinged body glows with the intensity of
ever-existing Lllohlvlluc' He holds a flute
in His \I!huutrh His incon-
ceivable spiritual energy is all-extending,
He maintains His .I”lhdl‘!lllll"‘ m(.dlllm
size by dint of His spiritual senses. His all-

tlwo hands.

accommodaling supreme  subjectivity is
nicely manifested in His eternal form (vi-
graha). Concentrated eternal presence (sal)
uncovered knowledge (cit) and inebriating
bliss (@nanda) have their beauty in Him.
The mundane manifested portion of His
own Self is known as all-pervading Param-
atmi, Isvara (Superior Lord) or Visnu (all-
fostering). Hence it is evident that Krsna is
the sole Supreme Godhead. His unrivalled,
unique spiritual body of super-excellent
charm is eternally unveiled by innumerable

and unfathomable attri-
butes which keep their own proper loca-
tion and vel. at the same time. adjust and
extend by His inconeeivable reconciliatory
powers. This beautiful spiritual figure i
identical with Hiz own Self.

This very intensely unified entity of
eternal presence and joyful cognition is
the charming transcendental
form. It follows that the conception of
the indistinguishable formless magnitude
(Brahman). which is an indolent and lax
presentment of cognitive bliss. is merely a
penumbra. an intensely blended aura of

spiritual senses

lr[uii|. the

the three concomitants, namely. the bliss-
ful, substantive and the cognitive. The
transcendental manifested form of Krsna,
His original feature. is the primordial back-
ground of the infinite Brahman and of the
all-pervasive  Over-soul. Krsna, as truly
in His variegated pastimes as
the owner of transcendental
chief

envisioned
cows, the
of cowherds, consort of milkmaids,
ruler of the terrestrial abode Gokula and
the object of worship by the transcen-
dental residents of Goloka. is Govinda. He
is the root cause of all causes which are
predominating and predominated agents of
the universe. The mere glance of His pro-
jected fractional  portion (namely. the

personal Over-soul or Paramatmd) in the

sacred originaling water gives rise lo a
secondary poteney. nature, which creates
this mundane universe. This Over-soul’s
intermediate energy brings forth the indi-
vidual souls whic il emanate like rays from
the sun.

This book is a treatise on Krsna, so the
preamble is enacted by chanting His name
in the beginning.

VERSE TWO

qEHIT FAS MFored HAEIEH |
iR qgm qgaram-arEg 1l R 1l

sahasra-patram kamalar
gokulakhyam mahat-padam
tal karpikdrari tad dhama
tad anantamsa-sambhavam.

sahasra—one thousand: patram—petals:
kamalam—lotus flower; gokula—Gokula,
where there are many akhyam—
named: mahat—highest: padam—station:
tal —that: karnikaram—the whorl of a lotus;
tal—that: dhdma—abode; tat—that; ananta

COWS;




—plenary expansion of Baladeva: amse—a
specifie part:sambhavam—originated from.

TRANSLATION

[The spiritual place of the transcen-
dental pastimes ol Krsna is described in
this verse. |

The super-excellent residence of Krsna,
which is known as Gokula, has thousands
of petals and corolla like that of a lotus
sprouted from a part of His infinitary
aspect. The whorl of the leaves are the
actual abode of Krsna.

PURPORT

Gokula, like Goloka, is nol a created
mundane  place—unbounded  character
forms the display of His unlimited potency
and His multiple manifestation. Baladeva
is the mainstay of that energy. The tran-
scendental entity called Baladeva has two
aspects, namely infinite spiritual manifesta-
tions and infinite accomodaling space for
insentient gross things. The uni-guadrantal
delineation of the material universe will be
dealt with in the proper place. The Lri-
quadrantal extensions of the transcen-
dental infinite field of the Almighty are
characterized by unlamenting, nonperish-
ing and non-apprehending unlimited situa-
tions, which are fully spiritual and majestic
and are exfolialing. This very majestical
extension refers Lo the manifested, lofty,
rich feature of the vaster unlimited region
(or greater almosphere) which has its
resplendent location wholly beyond the
realm of mundane nature. It abides on
the further shore of Viraja surrounded by
the halo of Brahman, the indistinguishable

entity. This majestical power of unlimited
spirit. emanates on the upper portion of
the luminous sphere into the most charm-
ing Gokula. or eternally existing Goloka,
which is exceedingly beautified by the
assorled display of effulgence. Some desig-
nate this region as the abode of the Su-
preme Nardyana, or the original fountain-
head. Hence Gokula, which is identical
with Goloka. is on the supreme plane. The
same sphere shines as Goloka and Gokula
respectively, depending on its upper (or
transcendental) and lower (or mundane)

siluation.

Sri Sandtana Gosvami instruets us as
follows in his Brhad-bhagavatamrta, which
embodies the final essence of all the books
of instructions: “He displays His pastimes
here in this land as He used to do in
Goloka. The difference between the two
planes lies only in their localions as high
and low: that is, in other words, Krsna
plays exactly the same parl in Goloka as
He exhibits on the mundane plane of
Gokula. There is practically no difference
between Gokula and Goloka that
what exists in the shape of Goloka in the
upper region is the same as Gokula on the
mundane plane when Krsna shows His
various activities there.” SiT Jiva Gosvimi
also gives the same instructions in the
Bhigavata-sandarbha of his Six Treatises:
“To ascertain the plane of Goloka: Vrnda-
vana is the eternal abode of Krsna, and
Goloka and Vrndivana are identically one,
and though both are identical, Krsna’s
inconceivable energy has made Goloka the
acme of this spiritual kingdom, and Go-
kula of the Muttrd province, forming a
part of the mundane plane, is also a

=dave

manifestation of tri-quadrantal vibhiti
(conducting majesty).” Poor human under-
standing cannot possibly conceive how
the extensive tri-quadrantal. which is be-
vond human comprehension, can be ac-
commodated in the limited nether mate-
rial universe of a uni-quadrantal disclosure.
Gokula is all spiritual, hence its condes-
cended position in the region of material
space, lime, ele., is in no way restricted
but unlimitedly manifested with its full
boundless  properties.  Bul conditioned
souls are apt to attribute material concep-
tions to Gokula. due to their miserable
SeNseS lF)‘ing to bring it down to the level
of their intellect. Though the eyve of an
observer is impeded by a cloud when gaz-
ing al the sun. and though the tiny cloud
never really covers the sun. still the cloud-
ed eve apparently observes the sun to be
covered by the cloud. In just the same
way, the conditioned with their
obscured intelligence, senses and  deci-
sions, accept GoKula as a picce of measur-
able land. We can see Gokula from Goloka,
which is eternal. This is also a mystery.
The atlainment of final beatitude is the

souls

suceess of atlaining one’s eternal self. The
suceess inidentifying the true self is finally
achieved when  the conditioned soul’s
screen of sross and subtle coils is removed
by the sweet will of Krsna. However, the
idea of Goloka is seen to differ from
Gokula till the success in unalloyed devo-
tion is achieved. The transcendental plane
of infinite spiritual manifestation. having
thousands of petals and corolla like those
of the lotus, is Gokula, the eternal abode
of Krsna.

[To be continued in next issue |

Prabhupida arriving from London with the mahamantra, al Logan Airporl, Boston.

SUKADEVA’S INSTRUCTIONS

[delivered as a lecture by His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swami before the In-
ternational Sociely for Krishna Conscious-
ness in Boston, December 22, 1969 ]

I'm pleased that you are doing things
just to my satisfaction. Stick to this prin-
ciple, and Krsna will bless you. Our line of
action is not difficult: chanting sixteen
rounds regularly, trying to follow the four
restrictive  principles, taking prasadam,
reading the books, speaking, discussing
about the subject matter of devotional
service. This is the process.

I am speaking tonight about Pariksit
Maharaj, of whom | have spoken several
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times before. As you know, he had only
seven days to meel his death. He was a
young man, bul somehow or other he was
cursed by a brahmana boy that he would
meel death within seven days. According
to Vedic culture one should prepare very
nicely before death for going back to God-
head. This is Vedic culture. In the modern
civilization, they do not know what is
going to happen after death. But our
Vedic culture is not so blind. Vedic culture
ig based on the aim of human life, not aim-
less life. Aimless life is animal life. They
are governed by the laws of nature. They
are going on, transforming from one body
to another; and ultimately they are com-
ing, by the evolutionary process, to the
human form of life. Especially this civil-
ized human form of life is very respon-
sible. One has to make his choice whether
he wants to continue his materialistic way
of life and change bodies one after an-
other. Thal is a very risky job. We should
always remember that in our next body we
may be given a body of a tree. Just see, in
this part of the world, whal a condemned
life they are leading—forced to stand in
the snowfall. You have a house; you can
protect yoursell. They cannot even move.
So there is possibility of getting such life.
We should be very lvsp:)nslbh- alwul how
to avoid such laws of nature. We can enter
any form of life out of 8,400,000 species
that are evolving. We should always re-
member that if by chance we slip down to
one of them, then we have wasted our
time. This is responsibility.

Labdhvd sudurlabham idam bahu sam-
bhavinte. Bahn sambhavante means afller
many, many appearances. This present
body is one of the appearances—it will
never appear again, You or I may have to
appear again in a different body, but this
human form of life is a greal opportunity.
Bahu sambhavinte. Bahu means many, and
sambhavante means appearanc Then,
labdhva sudurlabham. Su means very cosl-
ly, and durlabham means to gain with very
great difficulty. This re ::pnmlbllltv must
be there in the human form of life. “After
many, many appearances one can achieve
this human form of body, and can achieve
a greal success in this life.” This is the
hlnl given. Therefore, for that greal suc-
cess, everyone should try his best. One
musl not think, “Now that we are young
men, young boys and girls, lel us enjoy
life.” That facility is very easy to oblain
in your country. In the schools, colleges,
in society, the young boys and girls have

8.
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ample facility for enjoying material life.
Material life means sex life. But the
Srfmad-BhrIgavaiam says vou should im-
mediately try for the ultimate success of
your life. Don’t spoil your life. If we be-
come absorbed in the course of the mate-
rialistic way of enjoyment, then naturally
we have Lo lake birth again in another
body. not necessarily of human form.
The Bhagavatam says that unless we purify
our mind and consciousness, we must
accepl a material body and again accept all
miserable conditions that we are under-
going with this body. This is not a pes-
simistic view of life. This is a fact.

Only responsible persons can under-
stand. Sandtana Gosvami and Riipa Go-
svim1 were ministers of government. Their
sociely was very aristocratic, and they
were very rich. Bul wealth and aristo-
cralic sociely could not satisfy their desire.

They left their enjovable posts and fol-
lowed Lord Caitanya Mahiprabhu for the
ultimate solution of life. The examples are
many. Lord Caitanya’s direct disciples are
all very important men. For example,
Svarfipa Damodara, Lord Caitanya’s secre-
tary, was a very learned man, a Vediantist.
And the Gosvimis—Sanitana Gosvami,
Riipa Gosvami, Raghunithadasa Gosvimi
—were very important and rich men of
that time. Raghunithadisa Gosvami hap-
pened to be the son of a very big land-
lord or zamindar. In those days, five
hlln(lr(‘d years ago, his father’s income was

200, 000 rupees. He was the only son of
fu:a father and llm.h‘., but he did not like to
enjoy the father’s property. He joined
Caitanya Mahidprabhu and is known as
Raghunithadisa Gosviimi, Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami and Jiva Gosviami (a very learned
scholar and philosopher, the nephew of
Riipa Gosvimi) were all very important
men of society. They joined Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu to make their lives successful,
and we should take their example for our
own success. The successful life means to
change our consciousness to Krsna con-
That is suceess. All you young
boys and girls, you are fortunate. I'm not
bluffing you: actually you are fortunate.
You have come to the right place where
you can learn Krsna consciousness. This is
the greatest boon of life. The ras say
that you should try very quickly to face
this business. Pariksit Mahardj was aware
that he was going to live for seven days,
but we do not know whether our life will
last for seven days or seven minules. It
may end al any moment; there is no guar-

sclousness,

antee. Don’t think that we shall take up
this business of Krsna consciousness in old
age. From the example of Pariksit Maharaj,
we can take the lesson that we do not
know when we shall die. But before death
we have to become competent in Krsna
consciousness, What is the competence?
To be twenty-four hours a day, always
thinking of Krsna. This is Krsna conscious-

ness.

At the last stage of his life Parlksit
Mahirdj got the association of a big Krsna
conscious personality, Sukadeva Gosvimi.
He asked him, “My dear sir, I'm now going
to die: whal is my duty? Please tell me.”
Pariksit Mahardj was born in the family of
the Pandus. He is the grandson of Arjuna.
Arjuna’s son, Abhimanyu. died in the
battlefield of Kuruksetra, He was a sixteen-
vear-old boy at that time, but he
married. Fortunately, when he died. his
wife was pregnant. Pariksit Maharaj was
the posthumous child. He was born after
the death of his father: he never saw his
father. His grandfather raised him. All the
Pindava boys died in the battlefield. Of
the whole family, only the five brothers
remained alive, and this child who was in
the womb of his mother. Otherwise, all
the members of the whole Kuru family
died in the battle—it was such a big fight.
This child was also hit by atomic energy,
or brahmastra, but Krsna saved him. Krsna
wanted the descendant of His devolee to
live on. The Pandavas are a very good
Krsna conscious family. Krsna wants to
mw protec tion to i|u' ]\r-rm conscious
men and families. That you know from
the Bhagavad-gita. So the ‘child was saved,
even in the womb of his mother, by Krspa.
Krsna could also have saved him from the
curse by a brahmapa boy, but Pariksit
Maharaj did not like the idea. He took it
very seriously: 1 have offended the
brahmane and he has cursed me. That’s
nice.” How liberal he was! He accepted
and immediately prepared for death. After
all, he was a greal devotee. In his child-
hood he was playing with Radha-Krsna
Deity.

wis

Just like our child-devotee, Dvariki-
dish das. He is playing with Jagannitha.
That is very nice, My father
Deities in my childhood, and I had the op-
portunity to serve Radha-Krsna from child-
hood. Pariksit Mahiraj asked Sukadeva
Gosvimi Lo recile to him about Krs
Although he was very anxious to know
about his duty, he was thinking that his
only duty was to think of Krsna at the
last stage. Therefore, he asked his spiritual

also gave me
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master if he could hear about Krsna at this
last point of his life. Sukadeva Gosvami
was very alad that the King was already
anxious. bufuirlmd was just going to advise
him to think of Krsna, but |u‘ found that
he was already anxious to think of Krsna.
He was ahways thinking of Krsna, and even
from childhood he was playing with
Radha-Krsna Deities. From the womb
of his mother Krsiia». After his
birth he was searching after that figure
who saved him. r|’hcrt'|‘u|‘:- his  name
wits Pariksit, or “Examiner.” Many people
were pr(,at,lli after his birth, and he was
lookingall around thinking, “Where is that
form of Krsna?” Therefore his name is
Pariksit. When he inquired from Sukadeva
Gosvimt if he could hear about Krsua,
Sukadeva Gosvimi replied: Variydnesa te
prasnal krto loka-hitam nrpa @atmavit-sam-

he saw

matah  pursan srotavyadisu yal parah
“My dear King, you are very fortunate.
Your qm‘-‘timl about Krsna is welcome.
You are III{]IIIIIIIII about Krsna, so this
very question is very 1l|lpurl‘u1| And this
is not only good for y you, it is good for all
the human society. Because vou have
questioned, I shall reply. Questions and
answers aboul Krsna are so important thal

in the future these questions and answers
will be discussed in the human society.”
Actually it is being done now. We are
discussing  the same ncidence. And he
said, “This question is so authorized hal
those who are interested in self realization
will approve it.” Sukadeva is saving, *Yes,
this 15 a nice question. 1 is not a hogus
question. This type of question should be
inquired.”

The whole world is full with questions
and answers, and  these questions and
answers about Krsnaare approved by those
who are self realized; they are nol appre-
ciated by the bodily realized. There are
two classes of men. The bodily realized
make up 99.9 percent of the population—
always thinking of the body. And there is
another class called @mavit, self realized
Krspa conscious persons. There are many
kinds of subject matter for hearing, hul
this is the sublime subject for hearing,
fuestions and answers about Krsna, l'nmh
means sublime, and srofavya means worth-
while hearing, Why is it sublime? Sukadeva
said: h{'rm‘.ru{)ﬁdfni rajendra nppdm santi
sahasrasali a pasyatim alma-tallvan grhesu
grhamedhinam. This maller of Srimad-
Bhagavatany is such exalted transcendental
knowledge that there are 18,000 verses,
and you can realize greal transcendental

importance in each verse and cach word.
This Bhagavat Purdnam, this old history of
the world, is spotless. F?rfni.ﬂd-H!'h_lguuM.nm
is also history. Pariksit Maharaj was cursed
by a brahmana. He was a king, Emperor of
the world, and we are hearing how he met
his death. These things are described in the
history. Bul it is not ordinary history, not
what we generally mean by chronological
history. |l is the history of the most
important, or at least one of the most
important kings of the world. This history
of hiz life and death is historieal fact.
Sukadeva Gosvimi said, "My dear King,
Srotavyadini rdjendra nrndm santi sahas-
rasafi. For ordinary men there are many,
many subject matters for hearing.”™ Just as
in the newspapers there are many varieties
of news, but they are meant—for whom?—
for ordinary men. They are not meant for
us: we don’t care for what is hdppvmnw in
the newspapers. Although, carly in the
morning, evervone else is anxious to read
them, the boys and girls of the Hare Krsna
movement do not care for the newspapers,
This is the very fact which is stated by
Sukadeva. Whal is the new spaper? The
Sanskrit word is srotavyadini. Srotav ya
means that thing which is to be heard.
Unless there is some news, what will vou
hearr So this word §rotavyadini means
subject of news. He addressed the King:
“Dear Bmperor. there are many varielies
ol subject matters for hearing by the
human being.” Bul what class of human
There are many different Kinds of
\\mmhr'l;_{t' for those who are fools and
rascals without any self realization. They
are called blind. They have eyes, but they
have no introspection for the value of life.
Therefore. he says they have eyes like the
eves ol the peacock fe ather. The 'v have no
introspection. Therefore, Vedic eulture
says you should see through sastra (serip-

being?

ture). Don’t try Lo see h\' these eyes, These
are only valueless eyes. They are condi-
tioned in so many ways, so don’t believe
the eyes. lltrmwh the dastra. See
thmm:h the spiritual master and through
the \mfm. Try to see through lht'w—lhh is
perfec lion.

The subject matter for hearing for the
ordinary person means for those who are
engaged in family matters. But does it
mean o become a family man is bad’ No.,
it does’t. Bul if you become grhamedhi,
that is particularly mentioned as bad. In
family life there are also two classes of
men, grhastha and grhamedhi. Therefore,
we can see that each and every word of

See

Srimad-Bhagavatam has new, enlightening
meaning. There is a difference between
grhasthe and grhamedhi. Grhamedhi means
ordinary persons whose household life and
home have been made the center of the
householder’s existence. Earlier tonight 1
was seeing the rooms of our grhastha
houscholders, our boys and girls, and their
things are scattered. If vou go to another
pt'rs(m’ﬁ home you will find his apartment
nicely decorated with chairs, cushions and
silling pads. But they have no vision about
self. Here, we see their household affairs
and their resting places are not so nicely
decorated, but their aim is Krsna. That is
the difference between grhamedhi and
grhastha. Grhamedki means they simply
want {0 decorate their apartment and
children and wife: that is their aim of life.
They have no other business. They are
blind to the of life; whereas a
grhastha is not blind about the value of his
life. He's simply looking forward, how to
become successful in Krspa consciousness.
Those who are blind to the point of self
realization  have thousands of subject
malters of hearing in the newspapers. The
ordinary householders have made their
aim of life to decorate the apartment,
that’s all-work day and night and have
good dress, good apartment, that’s all.
[lu-.' think that this is successful. For
them there are many thousands of news
items. Why do they have thousands of
varieties of news? What is their mode of
life? This will be explained. Sukadeva
Gosvimi is deseribing their mode of life:
Nidraya hriyate nallam vyaviyena ca vi
vayah diva carthehayd rijan hutumba-
bharapnena va. Al night they are wasting
their duration of life either by sleeping or
by sex life.” Thal’s all. This is their busi-
ness at night. Then at daytime, what is
their business? In daytime they are always
busy: “Where is money. where is money,
where is money?” Then they are getling
money. And as soon as there is money,
they tmmediately have o program of how
to spend it perfectly. They will spend
thousands of dollars for family and rela-
but if you ask a dollar for Krsna
consciousness they will say, 1 do not have
any.” So for these persons, there are
varictiecs of material nature. This is the
program for their life: at night either
sleeping or going to the night club or
dancing club, sex life, that’s all. Not that
these things are new. These are old things.
People are long accustomed to all these
things: it is human nature. And yet they

value

lives,
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are thinking, “We are in the modern days.™
What do they mean by modern days?
Nothing has changed by putting the old
wine in new bottles. Practically this is
going on. So the question is why are they
wasting their life? Thal is answered also.
The Bhiagavatam says: Dehapatya-kala-
tradisy dlma-sainyesv asalsv api tesdm
pramatto nidhanari pasyann api na pas-
yati. Deha means this body. Apatye means
his children. Kalatra means wife. Just as a
nation thinks it is well-protected when it
has good defense measures, so an ordinary
man thinks that if he has a strongly built
body and a very faithful wife, nice chil-
dren, good bank balance, some property,
securities, these things will give him pro-
tection. **Yes,” he believes, © lh( v will give
me protection. | have nice children, 1 Imur
nice wife, I have a good bank balance, |
have so many properties, so why shall
go Lo Krsna consciousness? 1 am well-
protected. These boys and girls have no
bank balance, they have no home: there-
fore they should go.” But actually they
are blind. How are they blind? They are
thinking that these things will give them
protection. Pramalta means crazy. Their
craziness is thinking that these things will
give them protection. No. Tesdri pramatto
nidhanarm pasyann api na pasyati. Because
heis crazy, he does not see the destruction
of these things, although he is seeing others
destroyed al every moment. “My father
has died, |mlural]v I shall die, naturally my
also will die,
anxious for protecting this family? Every-
one will die. They can see daily that the
things they are m:rlumr so hard for will be
d(a!ro)(rl but still they
lhtmgh it has been rluhlr()_\- ed previously in
history. Many empires have been de-
stroyed previously in history. Many cm-
pires have been destroyed. The British
empire, the Roman empire, the Egyptian

S0NS “—so why are you so

do not see, al-

empire—all have been destroyed. Also, the
Indian r‘.mpir(-. 15 now gone, where formerly
Pariksit Mahardj was the emperor of the
world. They see that these things cannot
give one protection when he is called for
death.

Pariksit Mahardj was preparing. It was
not that his good soldiers, children, wife,
country, or h.ul]\ balance could protect
him. No. Nobody can give any protection.
For example, when you fly in the sky yvou
have to protect yourself. And if you are
crashing in the airplane, nobody—neither
the birds or other airplanes—can save you.
You have to come down. Similarly when
death will come, nobody will be able to
give you protection. You cannot say, “My
ﬂ’oud state, good family or bank balance
or this or lhdt will protect me.” No. That’s
all. Finished. Sukadeva Gosvami is siving
right instructions to Pariksit Mah@rdj. The
rascaldom news of ordinary persons is not
meant for hearing.

Therefore he concludes: Tasmad bharata

sarvilmd bhagavin isvaro harih Srotavyah

kirtitavyas ca smartavyas eecchatabhayam.
Cecchata ubhu_}'mn. I one is all'tllil”}' ex-
peeting that he shall be protected, there
should be no more fearfulness. Sukadeva
Gosvami is instructing that if you simply
divert vour attention to the varicties of
newspaper or any other information of
this world, which is for the grhamedhi,
whose business is to sleep al night and
work hard at daytime. that will not give
you prolection, What you have Lo do is
hear aboul Bhagavin, hart Gvara.
Sukadeva addresses Partksit Mahirdj as
the descendant of Bharata. Pariksit Mahardj
happened to be descendant of the Kuru
dynasty, which begun from King
Bhirata. There are two or three Bharatas
in the history of the Vedic literature. One
Bharata is Lord Rimacandra’s younger
brother. Bharat’s mother wanted to make

Wils

him King. Therefore, by palace diplomacy,
Ramacandra was senl to the forest. Hewas
faithful to his brother, but by his mother’s
diplomacy Lord Ramacandra was sent to
the forest. This is one celebrated Bharata.
Another Bharata is the forefather of the
Kuru dynasty. And another Bharata was
the son of Rsabhadeva, by whose name
this whole planet is called Bharalavarsa.
Sukadeva is address ng Pariksit Maharj as
the descendant of King Bharata. He says,
“You have to talk and hear about
sarvatma, the supersoul sitling in every-
one’s heart. He is called Bhagavin, the
Per ‘-l]lhllll\ of Godhead, full with all opu-
lences.” Bhagavan—this word, every word
of Srmmd Bhngﬂmmm suggests volumes
of meaning. And He is mllwl Hari. which
means He who can take away
sufferings. And He's #vara, the supreme

all your

controller.

So instead of diverling your allention
to the varieties of news of this world, you
must always hear about Him. Hear. and
then preac h. After hearing. the next thing
is spreading. Therefore, we have our dlv
ciples like [\Illdlldlldlllld Mahiraj who will
preach. Pushing out the news of Krsn
First of all ||(_..lrmg. then spreading and
thinking. Always be thinking, or else what
will vou preach? You hear, vou think of
it, you preach: this is the business. Those
who are actually secking protection in the
bank balance, or in this or that—the y will
never succeed. Pariksit Mahardj was ad:
vised by Sukadeva Gosvimi, “This is your
business—become  Krsna conscious.”™ e
was al the point of death. But you cannot
take to this business all of a sudden. Even
if it is advised. You must practice it. You
cannot  become a good soldier on the
battlefield. You have to receive military
training before going to the battle. So this
Krsna consciousness movement is training,
for when you ultimately meet death.

OBSERVING THE ARMIES ON
THE BATTLEFIELD OF KURUKSETRA
—by Kirtanananda Swami

(ISKCON—New Vrndivana)

[Editor’s note: This is the first of a series
of eighteen essays on the chaplers of
Bhagavad-gita. |

Bhagavad-gita has sometimes heen called
the perfect  theistic Actually
Bhagavad-gitda means “Song of God,” but
because it is a song sung by the Supreme

seience.
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Himself, it There are
many scriplures in the world, and as St.
Paul said, “All scripture is given by in-
spiration and is profitable...” But that
does nol mean that there is nol variation
in scriptures. Some seripture is spoken by
holy men or prophets. some is spoken by
confidential agents, and some is spoken by
God’s son: therefore in the Christian Bible
we will sometimes see that the words of
Lord Jesus Christ are marked in red jllr-‘l
to emphasize their importance,

s also a science.

Because this Gitd or Song is coming di-

rectly from the Father, it has the greatest
polency. In Bhagavad-gita, the wo r:l- are
the very words of the Father,
Lord Sri Krsna. Secondly, Gitd is the per-
fect theistic science because of the audi-
Two factors are always important
in any transcendental transmission: the
speaker and the audience. In this . the
audience is Arjuna, Krsna’s intimate friend
and pure devotee. So since the speaker is
perfect and the hearer is perfect, we can
readily understand that the transmission is
Therefore we can expecl lo

ac lll;lll\.

eree,

also perfect.



“Lord Krsna drew the fine chariot up in the midst of the armies of both parties.”

find in Gild the epitome of all scripture,
and that is factually the case—whatever we
find in some other seripture, we also find
explained in Gitd. Factually. of course,
Arjuna is not in need of any teaching.
Being an cternal associate of the Lord and
a pure devotee, he is always in full know-
ledge. But for the sake of the conditioned
souls who are in need of a perfecl trans
mission, the Lord has chosen Arjuna to
receive Lhis message on the basis of that
one qlul“l'it::llinll—"}-ull are \ly devolee
and My friend.” (Cita, 1V:3)

[Lis az if the Lord is purposely clouding
the mind of Arjuna so that he will ask the
questions which all beclouded living enti-
ties wish o ask. By Arjuna’s asking ques-
tions for the benefit of all living entities,
the Supreme Lord can give the answers
that will save all His children and bring
them back to their eternal position, back
to home, back to Godhead. So two aspeets
of Gitd are Lo be considered: one, Krsna,
the Supreme Lord is speaking. and two,
Arjuna, for the benefit of the conditioned
soul, is hearing.

The way in which Arjuna understood
Gitd provides the standard for our under-
standing. Arjuna  was actually  present
before the Lord, and his understanding is
stated to have been correcl. So if we can
arrive al the same understanding  that
Arjuna had. we are assured of the same
resull, as if we were standing personally
before Krsna. In fact, we will be standing
personally before the Lord, for that is the
nature of this supreme spiritual science:
one who actually understands il comes
into Krsna’s presence—not in some theo-
retical sense, bul aclually, practically.

The First Chapter of the Gitd is devoted

to setting the scene. Bul this “setting the
scene’ is not peripheral Lo the meaning of
the Gita. When one deals with transcen-
dental literature. it must be understood
that each and every word is transcendental
and therefore absolute or infinite. As such,
the whole import of the Gita can be under-
stood al any point if we but try Lo under-
sland in the perfeet disciplic succeession
coming down from Arjuna. From the very
first verse, the whole nature of the con-
flicts can be understood: Dhrtaristra said
Lo Safijaya, “Afler assembling in the place
of pilgrimage at Kuruksetra, what did my
sons and the sons of Piandu do. being
desirous to fight*” (Gita, 1:1) First we
may nole that the question arises from the
blind Dhrtaristra. Dhrtarstra is blind not
merely I_:hy:-\irull)-', but H]Jil‘illl:l”_\’: there-
fore he is full of perplexities. And the
person he is addressing, Saijaya, is the
only person who can provide the answer.
Safijaya. as a bona fide disciple of Vyisa,
has special vision, which alone can enlight-
en the blind. Unfortanately, Dhrtarastra
does not ask a very profound question, or
one that is ultimately very important.
Instead, he is content to know the oul-
come of the battle at Kuruksetra. Materi-
ally minded men. even though in the
presence of one who can bestow all tran-
scendental  knowledge, are  content  to
know something in relation with this
ill‘l'iﬁhall)ll‘ body: either how to cal better,
or sleep better, or defend better, or mate
better. So Dhrtaristra is enquiring about
Kuruksetra because the battle affects his
sons. It is specifically mentioned that
Kuruksetra is a holy place, a place of
pilgrimage, and therefore the effect of such
asanctified place is troublesome to the old

man. He has some suspicion that it may
work against his sons—all of whom are
equally blind spirituallv—to the advantage
of the righteous Pandavas. How would the
battle come out? Thal was Dhrtarastra’s
only concern. This is further borne out in
the next verses, where it is revealed that
his sons have only this concern as well.
They are looking over their forces and the
forces of the opposition, trying to make
some comparalive estimate. They are cal-
culating who has more strength. but from
the way they caleulate we can understand
their true position. Caleulation is all right
—that is wise—but how to calculate: that
is the question.

So in the tenth verse, Duryodhana
makes his estimate: “Our strength is im-
measurable, and we are perfectly protected
by Grandfather whereas  the
strength of the Pandavas, carefully pro-
tected by Bhima, is limited.” These ad-

Bhisma,

jectives “immeasurable’™ and “limited™ are

very important. Like Mr. Worldly-minded,
Duryodhana thinks that the outcome will
be determined by the size of the forces
involved. He sees that he has more men. a
more experienced general, a superior pha-
lanx arrangement, and greater military
advisors. All these material caleulations tell
him “we will win,” and so he is hoasting
that “our forces are immeasurable.” where-
as the Pandavas appear to him to be
“limited.” Even before the Battle of
Kuruksetra, this shortsighted materialistic
vision of Duryodhana was revealed when
he was given the choice of having Lord
Krsna's soldiers or Krsna Himself on his
side. Krsna had promised to give one side
only Himself and the other side His thou-
sands  of men, horses and  equipment.
Duryodhana quickly grabbed the many
men, but Arjuna, for the Pandavas, desired
only to have Lord Krsna drive his chariot.
When the two sides, the Kurus and the
Pindavas, approached Lord Krsna for
help, Duryodhana, counting numbers, said,
“Give me Your forces,” but the Pandavas,
knowing Lord Krsna to be the Supreme
Person. said “*Please be with us Yourself.”
So from the very beginning here we see
that the atheists have no understanding of
the person Krsna; they are more interested
in His energy, or what He possesses and
what He can bestow, than in Krsna Himself.
But Arjuna knows Krsna, and he wants
Him to be his chariot driver as well as his
Lord and master.

All this is more claborately explained in
the accounts of the blowing of the trum-
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pels, bugles and conchshells. “After that,
the conchshells, bugles, trumpets and
horns all suddenly vibrated simultancously,
and the sound was tumultuous. On the
other side, both Lord Krsna and Arjuna

. sounded their transcendental conch-
shells.” (Gila, 1:13-14) Again the same
type of calculation is there: the Kurus’
battle ery is tumultuous, ph}-‘siu;lll_\f il is
overwhelming, malterially it is deafening.
But that is all. And on the other side
there is simply the word “transcendental.”
Transcendental means that it has all of
the ‘potency of Krsna. Krspa is all power-
ful, and anything that He touches or is
associated with is all powerful. Where
Krsna is, the goddess of fortune is. So
how can there be any hope of victory for
the merely “tumultuous™ And actually
this is so, for we read in verse nineleen,
“The blowing of all these different conch-
shells became uproarious, and, vibrating
both in the sky and on the earth, it shat-
tered the hearts of the sons of Dhrtaras-
tra.” There is no indication that the
tumultuous sound of the dis-
heartened the Piandavas, but it is very
clearly stated that the “transcendental”
sound of the conchshells shattered the
hearts of the sons of Dhrtarastra.

As indicated in the very first verse, it is
the characteristic of materialistic men to
be always fearful, to be always in a slate
of uncertainty. “Oh, how will it come
out?” But that is not true with Krsna’s
devotee, for the devotee who has Krsna
by his side knows that Krsna is in control.
“What does it matter whether the battle is
successful or not? I am merely fighting by
Krsna’s side.” For him there is no fear; he
is residing with the Lord, who is the dis-
peller of all inauspiciousness. Certainly
one who has taken shelter of the feet of
Lord Si7 Krsna has nothing to fear.
Whereas the Kurus have put their faith in

Kurus’

military might, the Pindava devolees have
put their faith in the Personality of God-
head. This is the real import of the first
half of the First Chapter of Bhagavad-gita.

As long as such confidence remains in
the heart of a devotee, there is never any
problem. Bul in the second half of the
First Chapter, we find the difficulty that
arises when the devotee seeks to emulate
the practices of the atheist. For our bene-
fit, a cloud of doubl begins to arise in
Arjuna’s mind. Therefore he tells Krsna,
“Please place my chariot between the
two armies so that I may see who is pre-
sent here, who is desirous of fighting . .. ™
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(Gita, 1:21-22) Now Arjuna is making the
same mistake that Dhrtarastra made,
namely forgetting who is present before
him, in this case, driving his very chariot.
Arjuna is thinking, “Let me calculate. Let
me see who is here. Let me use my eyes Lo
see what is going on. Let me judgt: for
myself.” Then we can see that a whole
string of perplexities follow, for after see-
ing all his friends and relatives assembled
there for battle, he became overwhelmed
with compassion and said: “My dear
Krsna, seeing my friends and relatives
present before me with such fighting
spirit, the limbs of my body are quivering
and my mouth is drying up.” (Gita, 1:29)
Actually this kind of compassion is very
nice, and it is one of the qualities of a
devotee.

The seriptures say that a devotee who
has genuine faith in the Lord has all the
good qualities to be found in the demi-
gods, but a nondevolee has no good quali-
fication, no matter how materially ad-
vanced he may be cither through educa-
tion or culture. But we shall see that Lord
Krspa says thal Arjuna’s compassion is
misguided: it is misdirecled because it is
not under the control of the Supreme.
There is nothing wrong with any emotion
(what to speak of compassion) if it is
directed toward Krsna, or in Krsna's serv-
ice. But no matter how fine the emotion
or how elevated the sentiment, if it is not
in the service of Krsna, then it is merely
sense gratification—useless, if not harm-
ful. Therefore we find that Arjuna’s com-
passion was not in the service of Krsna,
and consequently its result was not good:
his body began to tremble, his hair began
to stand on end, he could no longer hold
his bow Gandiva, and he said, *“I am for-
getting myself, and my mind is reeling. |
foresee only evil, O Killer of the Kes
demon.” (Gitd. 1:31) By material calcula-
tion there could be only evil from such a
situation, that is correct: but notice the
pronoun: I forsee.” And in the next
verse: 1 do nol see how any good can
come from killing my own kinsmen in this
battle.” (Gita, 1:32) And again, “Nor can
I, my dear Krsna, desire any consequent
victory, kingdom, or happiness.” (1:32)
This whole caleulation is based on 1.7
And what 1" is that? It is the 1" of the
senses devoid of the consciousness that
Hrsikesa, or Krsna, is the proprietor of the
senses. Without knowing that one’s self-
interest is Krsna, the conditioned soul is
altracted by the bodily rulaliunships of

this “L.”" And in such a condition, Arjuna
could no longer remember his duty; nor
could he remember his relationship to
Lord Krsna.

If Arjuna had just remembered, “Oh,
my dear friend Krsna is driving my chariot.
Let Him take control. Let me simply be
His servant,” then there would have been
no such question or doubt arising in his
mind. Krsna is actually driving Arjuna’s
chariot, and vel because of his forgetful-
ness, Arjuna is questioning Him: “What
will happen if I commit this sin? Surely |
will go to hell.”

There is a story that once Lord Krspa
had a headache, and He proclaimed thet
nothing would cure it save the dust froma
devotee’s fool. So Nirada was dispatched
to find some dust, and he immediatels
went to some of the great demigods liki
Brahma. Siva. Indra, etc., bul none woulki
oblige him. They pleaded, “Oh, what
would happen to me? What a great offense
to put the dust of one’s foot on the head
of the Almighty Lord.” So no one would
give him any dust. Finally he went to the
gopis, who, when they heard of Krsna's
plight and His request, said, “Here, take
this!™ and immediately produced some
dust from their feet. He asked them if they
were not afraid of going to hell for this
act, and they replied, “We'll go to hell.
That’s all right. Bul please take this to
Krsna right away.” That is the position of
a devotee—he cares neither for heaven nor
hell, simply the pleasure of Krsna. “What-
ever Krsna wants is what | want.” That is
devotion. But when we forget, then we
must make so many material calculations,
just like Dhrtarastra, who wants to count
his forces. He wants to see whether they're
lined up properly; he is calculating the
sound, “*Oh, it is tumultuous!”™ But what
about Krspa? The devotee only thinks
about what Krsna wants. We will see, at
the end of Bhagavad-gita, that this is the
understanding that Arjuna reawakens to:
“My dear Krsna, O infallible one, my
illusion is now gone. 1 have regained my
memory by Your mercy, and now I am
fixed without any doubt, prepared to act
according to Your instructions.” (18:73)
When we have reawakened to that plat-
form, that Krsna is our Lord, that Krsna
knows everything, that whatever Krsna
wants, that we will do—then there is no
more calculation, there is no more uncer-
tainly, there is no more hesitancy to act
for the Supreme. Thal is Krsna conscious-

ness. End



ADDRESSES TO THE GRAND SPIRITUAL MASTER

The following addresses of worship unto Bhaktisiddhinta
Surasvati, were submitted by the students of Bhaklivedinta
Swami, the foremost disciple of Bhaktisiddhinta. They were
mailed o Prabhupada Bhaktivedanta on the Appearance Day of
Bhaktisiddhanta, and Prabhupada has requested they all appear
in BACK TO GODIEAD.

I humbly offer my most respectful obeisances to the divine
lotus feet of Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati on this blessed day, his
appearance in this mortal world. O most divine representative of
our Lord S Krsna, you have so mercifully sent our beloved
Prabhupida, who has delivered us from the wretched sinful life
we were engaged in. 1 have no words from this contaminated
mouth wuh \»hinl: Lo glorify your holy name. But 1 humbly
offer my most sincere thank you for se |1(l|||lr Hiz Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swimi. our most blessed lord and saviour
Prabhupida.

All glories to Sii Srimad Bhaktisiddh@nta Sarasvali Gosvami
Mahirdj. All glories Lo SrT Guru.

Madhaviananda dasa Brahmaeart

I am just a particle of dirt that has been lustfully lingering in
this material world since time immemorial in the darkness of
nescience. Somehow or other 1 was blown by the wind and
dropped in the infinite ocean of transcendental merey of the
disciplic succession. Al this most auspicious time, | respectfully
offer my most worthless obeisances at the divine lotus feet of

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvall Gosvimi Maharaj. whose divine
teachings are eternally benedicting the fallen conditioned souls
with the absolute transcendental message, love of God, Lord Sr
Krsna. 1 only pray to Lord Krsna that 1 am always humble and
submissive at the pure lotus feet of His Divine Grace and never
give up the shade of his feet for the miserable existence of
sense gratification and mental speculation that is ever tempting
me, lh{’ most fallen.

Thank vou, your Grace, for sending Pr:\hlmp;‘nlu here. thus
saving me from the most miserable condition of existence. All
glories are unto you, O the spiritual master and servant of
Sarasvall Gosvimi. You are the deliverer of Lord Caitanya’s
message, and it was vour divine order that sent our beloved
Srila Prabhupida to deliver the western countries, which are
full with impersonalism and voidism.

All glories to SiT Guru and Gauranga!

All glories to Prabhupada’s Guru Mahirij, Srila Bhakti-
nl(](lh.ml.l Sarasvatl Gosvimi Mahirdj! Your servanl,

Svariipa dasa Brahmacart

Bhaktivinode had one son whose name was Bhaktisiddhiinta:
The divine spiritual master of A.C. Bhaktivedanta.

As a child he was placed before Lord Jagannathaji:

The Lord’s garland fell upon him mercifully.

He recited the Gita at the age of seven,

Which clearly shows that he was sent from heaven.

As a spiritual master he was very strict:

He allowed no nonsense and mystic vouie tricks.

Our Prabhupida was reluctant to see him that day;

However, heing persuaded by his friend. he went anyway.

Just that se l'lmd of association with Srila Sarasvati.

Was the beginning of Prabhupida’s service to root the maya-vadt.
“Go to the Western world and preach this teaching lil('r(':
Every town and city will chant as is Caitanya’s praver.’

Their intimale relationship developed thick and thin:
Prabhupida would chant japa in the room with him.

And s0 it came to pass from this world Sarasvati departed,

But not before he told Prabhupida to get started.

It is his order only that Prabhupada is here,

Who taught us Hare Krsna which brings our love so near.

As we have accepted Prabhupida in humble submission,

Now Bhaktisiddhanta is our grandfather in disciplic succession.
We can only thank vou. dearest grandfather Bhaktisiddhanta,
Thank you for giving us Prabhupada, the topmost paramahanise

Saradia devidast

PRABHUPADA’S GURU MAILARAJ

Sri Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvatt Thikur,

Upon this earth his mercy has poured.

He iz in Lord Caitanya’s disciplic succession,
Spreading love of Krsna is his eternal mission.
By his grace he has sent Srila Prabhupida here,
To teach us about Krsna, who is so dear.

He will surely bring us, without any fear,

To serving the Lord, our only natural career.
We must follow his teachings, all of us,
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To rid the mind of material dust.

This is for sure the only solution,

To be with Krsna, and not in illusion.

So please surrender, everyone!

To Srila Bhaktivinode’s transeendental son.

“\pmll!.lf master of our Prabhupadaj,

Seila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvali.
Lildsukadevidast

O venerated paramaharisa,

as | speed throughout

these next million births,

I heg it be

al the sacred feet

of he who churns always

within the nectar of your lolus ways.

And tho, today

I prostrate bound,

and this chalise

can but eclipse

your effulgent glories

still, as l]ll‘ dlllll‘

pardons to Leach his son,

I beg you link me

upon your golden chain,

O great and perfect one.
Karunamaya dasa Brahmacart

JAGAT NRSIMHA GURU

Humble obeisances are due unto you O Prabhupida. You are

spiritual master of this planet and you have come to the children

of Kali yuga to replace a life worse than death with the yoga of

eestasy.,

Remembrance in loving obeisance must always be given unto my
grand spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta ‘mr‘mum Gosviami,

whu is always engaged in assisting the gopis of Vrndavana as the

maiijari, Because he is very dear Lo Govinda Gopila, he has come

to establish Lord Caitanya’s teachings of traditional Vaisnavism

in preparation of Kali yuga's golden age.

O eternal ray of [\I‘blhl. O thou messenger of Govinda’s flute,

Thy blessed countenance 1 did recall w|||,|1 once I walked a way-
ward route.

Effulgent was thy personage, thou did beg | seek my Lord

the asuras within my heart could breathe their last by the

mercy of His sword.

[nlhhupatlu has told us thou art an evangelie angel Krsna sent

He told us as a surrendered soul he is lhlnv serving instrument.

As electric current, Krsna's blessing flows thruuwh the heart of
devotee pure,

And in the following of your most blessed footprints all glories
are found for sure.

Durga’s jailhouse tower of void is now lying crumbled in the dust,

\uw open wide Vaikuntha's gate, and {lu\l tailed is our lust.

Your touchstone flllgcra have picked us up to protect us with
your might,

And in the presence of your brilliance
night.

anished now despair of
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Secure thou were in knowle dge that the great chain must stay
unbroken:

Thus you Urderc(l thiz sublime tradition spread to where the
English tongue is spoken.

In the woods of New Vrndavana Prabhupada said K.!':_.:Illu sent
him here,

Though thanklessly—I yearn to bathe thy feet with my ungrate-
ful Lears. )

Justas a fish spendsils time eating waste up from the ocean floor,

Any remnant of prasadam vour devolee leaves behind is mine in
glory to devour.

This aquatic bathes in nectar now. while poison was my wash
before:

Fach grain of dusl your foot has touched is nectarine and 1 your
omnivore.

As the grandfather showers his mercy upon the gurgling babe

With more mercy than the parent | b('l' you bless me in that w ay.

But my lord and master Prabhupada desires sons who see lapasya
in each test:

Therefore within his holy lotus heart vour dream of world
sanliirtana may rest. ;

The hypocrisy of Kali yuga the American Vaisnavas do deplore;

Sankirtana its mighty cure more fierce than Lord Nrsimha's roar!

Eves that pierce can see your grand swan’s
lotus flowers,

And your miracle of Krsna consciousness surpa

s bliss is as sweel as

Brahma's

powers.

O master of my master, O modern Sukadeva,

Thy sweet will alone our shelter be from Yamardj’s fiery grave.

Just as all the rivers of the world do serve the ocean blue,

So all pious men of Kali vuga shall do service unto vou

Never must [ think [ am surrendered servant of the feet of your
Divine Grace:

Prabhupida alone serves thy feet for the deliverance of the
human race.

He is the surrendered soul of Krsna’s swan, he the pure devotee

Because Prabhupida loves Sii Jagat Guru, and thus spoke he:
“Gurudeyv loves me.”

Heaven's damsels | may be offered or the liberation of soma-rasa,

But I would fall from these senseless ventures believing all 1
ilmughl mine lost:

I would suffer flaws and then reactions but I'd never suffer
worse

If somehow from you I were removed, O uplifter of the universe!

Sac-cid-ananda-vigraha is written clearly upon thy face,

And millions offer hum;lgl- unto the lotus feet of yvour most
holy grace.

Grandfather thou art of a generation of richteous saints and
kings

Who likewise will teach others of the power your greatest dis-
ciple brings.

Patit Uddharan dasa Brahmacari

Beloved Guru Maharaj
I worship your grace
Bhaktisiddhanta
Shelter to the race
and Bhaktivedinta
You taught my guru;



You have spoken the truth.

Your words are still new,

Your back straight as vouth.

You are so austere: You keep every rule.

And the raseals fear vou

The impersonal fools!

But Prabhupida does love vou,

And we him do love

And the love goes on through

To Krsna above.

He is in Vrndavana,

We the material well:

Disciple’s chain we grab on,

Back to Him, done with hell.
Girirdja dasa Brahmacari

All glories, all glories Lo Your Divine Grace
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Beloved spiritual master of Srila Prabhupada.

All gl()riuﬁ, all glori(:s to Your Divine Grace
Si1 Stimad Bhaktisiddhianta Sarasvatt Gosviami Nlelhe’lr;"lj,
Who came to expound the teachings of Srila Riipa Gosvami.

All glories, all glories to Your Divine Grace
Sr1 Srimad Bhaktisiddhiinta Sarasvall Gosviami Maharaj,
Founder of Gaudiya Math Sampradaya and
Rejuvenator of pure bhakti cult.

All ﬂl()r](‘b, all glories to Your Divine Grace
Si7 Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Mahariaj,
0 ray of Visnu; Son of Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur.

Dearest Guru _\luh;'lrt'lj,

Please accept my most prostrated obeisances al your lran-
scendental lotus feet time and time and time again. You have so
kindly given me the opportunity on this mosl auspicious day—
that of your appearance—to write this pitifully inadequate ap-
preciation of your unlimited merey. All glories, all glories to
you. I am o very much indebted to you, for if it weren’t for
your causeless merey, I wouldn’t have come to Srila Prabhu-
pida, my beloved spiritual master, or have known at all who is
Krsna. Nor would I have had the strength to stay in Krsna con-
sciousness. You are my guardian, my grandfather, and 1 know
that you are always looking after me. I am so very fallen, but still
vou are always there to help me. You are always so mercifully
answering my praycers,

I remember the eve of my initiation; my body was ill and |
couldn’t rest—doubling that initiation was the right thing. And
so | was chanting Hare Krsna vigorously, praying lo someone
to please help me over this dilemma. And though I didn’t know
you (but had just once seen your picture), still I could feel your
presence that night so strongly, and I know it was you who was
guiding me.

After initiation, for some months 1 was still suffering from
that most disgusting infection: iﬂl}]l‘l'&()f}illi*l]l. and from within
I knew that II ]Jusl prayed to you to give me strength to forget
my past life I would see the form of Krsna as l]lt' Supreme
Absolute Truth. And to this day I am still praying to you every
evening: Your Divine Grace, please don’t let me fall down, but
help me to surrender myself cent per cent al the lotus feet of
your spiritual son, Srila Prabhupida. And just looking atl your

picture, your erect unflinching posture, gives me all the strength
[ need to battle any impersonal calamities.

When I became agitated in mind due to sex impulse, again |
].)I‘il\'(‘d to vou, the most perfect Brahmacari, for strength not
to give in to bodily impulses, but instead fix my mind on the
f()rm of the Lord. Again you gave me sufficient \tren"‘th When-
ever | have been very mudl distressed T have lurnc(l to vou
through prayer, and | know vou are always with me and U’lllllllli’
me back home, back to Godhead. Ete rlmll\ vour most unw nrth\
servant,

Aravinda diasa Brahmacari

I offer my most humble and respectful obeisances unto the lotus
feet of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
piada, my spiritual master, who has come to the Western world,
which is so full of voidness and impersonalism. He has come to
deliver the benediction of Lord Caitanya’s Krsna consciousness
movement, under the direct order of His Dl\lm: Grace Srila
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatt Thikur, our spiritual grandfather. He
lives forever by his divine instructions, and tlu‘ follower lives
with him. Let us all become followers of His Divine Grace Srila
Bhaktisiddhi@nta Sarasvatl Gosvami Prabhupida! While the men-
tal speculators spend countless lifetimes licking the Bhagavad-
gita bottle of honey, he has opened this bottle .md distributed
the Krsna consciousness honey to his confidential servitor. By
the Divine Grace of Srila Bhaktisiddh@nta, unlimited numbers of
fallen souls afflicted with skin disease can be fully liberated from
all bodily misery and go directly back to Godhead, and nations
of dead men have been revived and are now dancing and chant-
ing in cestasy. Against all opposition, he has definitely estab-
lished that anyvone from any part of the universe can become a
qualified Gaudiva Vaisnava simply by following the regulative
principles of devotional service. Thus he has sent His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida to create Vaisnavas
all over this planet. I pray for the mercy of the disciplic suc-
cession, that I may have a stoutl broomstick and a heavy shoe,
with which to beal my rascal mind 100 times, morning and
evening, so thal I may have a chance for executing the sacred
order of my beloved spiritual master. 1 pray to become their
instrument.

Jayadvaita dasa Brahmacari

PRAYER TO GURU MAHARAJ

Oh grand spiritual master, please forgive me for this broken
expression in my own words, unto vou who is very dear to

Riadharant and ht\tm(l my contaminated u||e||r~l.u1dlmr One
day in lh('. l]l)h|)|id| my :~p1r|hm| master, your foremost dl:(.i])l(-.
and spirilmll son, said he didn’t know Krsna, he jil:’[ knew you,
his Guru Mahirdj. During those days he also offered flowers Lo a
picture of you, and I could understand that when you accept it,
it is as good as accepted by the Lord. It is now many years sinece
your disciple who is now the d@cdrya for the age. Bhaktivedanta
Swiimd, first wrote, “The Lord i sentient Ihon hast proved, im-
personal calamity thou has moved.” He, the wovid’s Prabhupada,
is cerlainly now your most prominent, faithful son. He has
caplured the western world at your command. We, your grand-
children, joyfully sing Gauranga’s praises where only yesterday
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we were drug-infested, obscene and miserable. How has he done
this? He savs, 1 have done nothing extraordinary. I am fol-
lowing the instructions of my Gurn Mahara).”

So in Prabhupida
sal guru is so potent that simply to do what he asks can conquer
the world. And now we are engaged in stabilizing Krsna con-
sciousness all over the world, dnd many are coming. 1L is as if we
are Lrying Lo distribute a langero mango free of charge. and
many are suspicious of love of God:; bul il we persist, as did
our [’ rabhupida, then suceess is guaranteed. On your appearance
day | simply pray. grandfather guru, that yvou allow all Prabhu-
[hl[ld sons and dduu'hlt rs to remain steadfast al your feet, and
let us, through thic |\ and thin, remain the pe rsonal servants of
Bhaktivedinta Swimi, our ete rildi father. Please be kind to bless
us in this way. All glories to Vaisnava Sampradiya! All glories
to Sirha Guru our learned ;ﬁmrlo‘

s example we see it is practically true; the

Salsvariipa disa Adhilari

Dear Guru Maharaj,

Please accept my humble obeisances at your lotus feet. You
are known as Sringha Guru, and therefore the impersonalists
were afraid to ;lppr(lath vou. Two weeks before your dis-
appearance from this mortal world you wrote one letter Lo
Prabhupada instructing him to deliver the sublime teachings of
Lord Caitanya to the west. Thousands of years of penances and
austerities may not liberate a conditioned soul who has fallen
into the dark well of material existence; but one word from
the pure devolee, and he is at once freed. You saved Prabhupada
from engagement in material affairs by honoring His Divine
Grace with transcendental loving service of the dust of your
lotus feet. He said you are like an ocean and have pulled him
out of material existence. Now by your grace Prabhupida is
the most powerful personality in the lhrm- worlds, as he can
deliver the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

You were born in one place, Prabhupida was born in another,
and we were born in still another, but Krsna has brought us all
together to push on the sankirtana movement.

The grandfather takes better care of the children than the
father, and therefore you must be even more merciful than our
most merciful Prabhupida. So my dear Guru Mahirdj, I only
pray Lo you thal in some birth 1 may develop a tiny fraction of
the love for Prabhupida that he has for yvou. I pray that I may
remain a liny part in his gigantic plan of dragging all of us back
to Godhead. Your servant,

Jadurant devidasi

Dear Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvali Prabhupada Mahardj,
Please accepl my most humble obeisances at your lotus feet.
On this day of your appearance, I want to please offer my
prostrated obeisances to you again and again, for it is by your
mercy only that T am having bestowed upon me the merey of
your beloved disciple, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaklivedinta
Swimi, who is teaching me how to love the Supreme Lord, S
Krsna. Before finding Prabhupida, I had nothing, and now, being
given the opportunity to serve him, I have everything. Prabhu-
pida has said so many times that he has come here to spread
Krsna consciousness simply because you have ordered him to do
50. So aclually, I have you to thank for everything, for it is
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completely by your grace that Prabhupida has come here. So,

please, on this day of your appearance, accept my repeated

obeisances again and again and again. Always vour servant,
Arundhati devidasi

All glories to Srila Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvali Gosvami.

Your garlanded picture on the wall in front of me:

You are looking very beautiful and grave,

You whose mind is fixed on Lord Caitanvadev.

By your mercy. for love of you, Prabhupada is here;

Your message, love of Krsna, is ringing loud and clear.

I want to thank you on this auspicious day

For sending our dear Prabhupada to save us from our ways.

I am especially the most wretched devotee of all,

And it is by your merey only I do not fall.

And I pray, dear Srila Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati.

That I may serve Prabhupida from now until eternity,

That I may one day become humble and sincere,

And learn to love Krsna, to whom you are so dear.
Balaidast

Prabhupida, you are like a touchstone,

The land of Cintimani Dhim is your home.

Your holy self is far more than royal,

Your nectar love of Krsna is true and loyal.

From the golden lotus-flowered succession vou have come to
here,

Saint Bhaktisiddhanta’s

your lotus ear.

By the infallible line of perfected spiritual masters with the
transcendental view,

Srila Bhaktisiddhinta is so beautifully transcendental, just like
you.

Oh, Sri Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati, my Prabhupada loves vou so,

1 offer all obeisances to you, from myself so very low.

I see in your book, Relative Worlds, a great thing about you:

Even the grealest English erudite scholar, next to you is but
a fool.

You are the greatest of all the learned men,

To Goloka Vrndavana, a saving hand you lend.

You are so kindly and completely, showing us all,

We putf'u.l up hljula., don’t know any lllmur at all.

By your mercy, my dear Urdndfaliur md:.iLr we are having a
sweel laste

Of this beautious Krsna consciousness, vou've sent our Prabhu-
pada, so full of divine grace.

It’s so wonderful!! What your disciple, Prabhupada, says is
really so,

This nectarean chanting is making our love for Lord Krsna grow.

Your messages of Goloka and the aratril:a prayers, so sweet and
true,

All obeisances, all obeisances, all obeisances unto you.

Oh, Guru Mahirdj of my Guru Mahirdj, although I have no
right, let me make one crying plea,

divine instruction has been captured by

:\lt]lough you are showing freely the blissful devotional sea,

I am still lost, absorbed in envy, greed, I'm so perverted, |
cannol see,

Oh Guru Mahardj of my Guru Maharij, never let me fall from

the service of Lhee. -
Vaikunthandatha dasa Adhikari



When will this mind cease to reflect the horrors of my lust,
Just chanting Hare Krsna vanishes the dust.

My thoughla they are so selfish to satisfy my needs,

By chanting Hare Krsna uprooting all bad seeds,

This illusioned fallen soul I am, a victim of Kali’s prey,
The merey of his lotus feet I need in every way.

Dear Guru Mahardj, I beg to present my prostrated obeisances
unto your divine lotus feet on this, your appearance day.

LT S o
Sridama diasa Brahmacari

As | journeyed in a labyrinth of darkness with ignorance and
passion at each step, and the glitter of maya as my ulll\' illusory
refuge, | screamed for mercy. for a light of truth. Amidst this
world of confusion and sleep 1 heard and echoed a sound that
seemed to come from the remotest corner of my heart. It was
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, the holy mahamantra. By chanting and
hearing, the maze dissolved, and in its place dawned the sweetest,
purest, most glorious sense of eternal bliss and divine link with
the all-attractive Supreme Personality, Lord Sri Krsna. And now
by Krsna’s causeless mercy, | am guided toward the supreme
destination, back to Godhead. lh.mk you, Your Divine Grace,
for saving me. Thank you for giving us Prabhupida. On this
sacred day of your appearance, I muster all the gratitude of my
unworthy self and offer obeisances unto your holy lotus feel.

Manmohini devidasi

My dear Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Gosvimi Maharaj,

We cannolt hope to begin to praise you, and yet by the incon-
ceivable mercy of your transcendental son, Bhaktivedinta
Swami, we are writing these meager words for this auspicious
day

All glories, all glories, all glories to the Appearance of Bhalti-
siddhanta Sarasvati!

You come as the son of Bhaktivinode Thikur, just to show us
what the transcendental product of household life should be.

You are eternally Brahmaciri, and yet the numbers of chil-
dren you have fathered are uncountable.

By your causeless grace upon the western world, so many
souls from this land of license are entering the sublime path of
bhakti, being so attracted to your beloved son.

Simply because he heard you, all the nectar of Krsna con-
sciousness is flowing across oceans to our parched ears.

We do not know you, and yet you are caring for us even
better than our own spiritual father.

So we are very much desirous of taking shelter at your lotus
feet, but we are afraid to approach you, having not an ounce of
austerity or intelligence. But because our spiritual master is so
Kind upon us, he is giving us the opportunity to address your
holiness in this way. So may we appeal to you—help us keep
ourselves for K!‘.‘.ﬂ'ld. We are so much a prey to the agitations of
this mind-body, and you are the perfect master of the senses, so
only you can help us look within for the treasure of our lives.
Please pull us out of the mire or our ignorance, and even if you
must drag us by the hair, Kicking and screaming, like children
balking at the sternness of their wise grandfather, please, please
help us be ourselves again. Restore this battered consciousness to
its natural condition.

We know that if vou will be kind upon us, only then will
Lord Nilyinanda cast His I.:h;-:ful glance over our unbowed
heads. Since you are so dear to Srimati Radharant, help us heal
these broken tools for Her service.

It is unto your lotus feet, O Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Prabhu-
pada Mahirdj, the deliverer of the science of Krsna and the
personified teachings of Lord Caitanya, that we offer our most
respectful obeisances.

Despite these pitiable and unworthy appeals, may we be your
eternal servitors.

Murari dasa Adhikari
Lilavatidevidast
Subhadradevidasi

Oh my dear Srila Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Gosvami Prabhu-
pada, you are the ocean of transparent mercy who has sent
vour loving disciple Srila Prabhupida to flood the world with
Hare Krsna love of God vibrations.

We were demons envious of Krsna and unhappy, but now by
your mercy Prabhupada has come and dissolved this madness
with the magic wand of S Krsna Caitanya sankirtana. All
glories to \uur Divine Grace’s lotus feet! All glories to he who
is always serving at vour lotus feet! All gl(m(‘.a to Sri Sii Radha
Krsna! Repeat! Repeal! Repeat!

Nanda Kisora dasa Adhikari
Jahnavadevidast

All glories to you, Sri Bhaktisiddhinta, preceptor of Srila
Pr.lhlmpmlu Siddhanta Thou truly art the conclusion of the
rlpt.:.l fruit upon the Vedic tree. B_\ your sweel grace you have
sel us free.

You the unflinching lion, who having quelled the maya-vadr’s
deathly trance, now a conquering hero, have taken the regal
stance.

Your presence has outshone illusion’s most deceptive maze,
and your greatest gift has been to send us the shelter of Srila
Prabhupida’s unflinching gaze.

All glory to you, who are not different than Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

All glory Lo you, nectarean moon, distributor of Visnu's
rays.

I humbly bow at Srila Prabhupada’s lotus feet, knowing that
a father is most pleased when honor is given to his son, so kindly
accept this worthless gift.

My service to parampara from now on.

Naranarayana dasa Adhikart

I beg to ask of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupdda to Kindly convey my humble obeisances unto the
dust of the lotus feet of ”I‘a I)I\'me Grace Om Visnupada
Paramaharsa Parivrajakacirya 108 S 311 Srimad Bhaktisiddhiinta
Gosvimi Prabhupada. Even my obeisances are worthless. But
you purify everything by engaging it in Krsna’s transcendental
loving service, thus making a fallen soul such as I worthy to
serve superior authorities. So therefore I am coming to you.
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I am part and parcel of Krsna and eligible for going back to
Godhead, but I am forgetful and in my ignorance l forget who |
am and wh.lt the purpose of life is. Plt'dnl‘ foree me, Prdb[mpat]a
to always remember my constitutional position. Please force me.

Brahmananda dasa Brahmacart

We offer our humble obeisances unto Iis Divine Grace Om
Visnupida Paramaharisa Parivredjacarya 108 Sri Srimad Bhakti-
siddhianta Sarasvall Gosvimi \Idlldrd]
Like a thunderbolt, His demeanor is straight and bold, fearless.
His grace, like a rose, is soft and sweel |I|-. spiritual son, Prabhu-
pd!la is merciful and Kind. Please help us to know yvour mercy.
Your ungrateful servants,
Sacisuta dasa Adhikari
Indumati devidast

Humble servants we are of Bhaktivedanta Gosviami, who presses
holy head to your feet, the sheltering refuge. Oh the most regal
lion wuru, Bhaktisiddhinta Sdmw.;ll' You whose roaring of lhl'
message of Lord Caitanyadeva will pierce this dark Jmurlt- of
Kali. Then the jackal that is our mind on hearing such a roar
may run to relinquish the eatable thing it has stolen from the
lion to enjoy in fearful secrecy. But we are calling in fainl voices
upon the mercy of your regal strength to catch the jackal and
destroy him and take back your due, our eternal service unto
your lotus feet, Oh most beloved Gurudeva.

Bharadrije diasa Adhikari

Rukmini devidiasi

PECULIAR CANONS OF DISTASTE

The materialistic demeanor will not insure
that this phenomenal existence will not recur.
But what will, my friends, 'm sure.
is listening to Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvall Thakur.
Infinitesimal absolute is not supreme,
But disassociated from the Absolute by his foolish dream
Between two infinite dominions he trod,
And started thinking, “Perhaps 'm God.”
Transcendence regre tb these fallen ways,
But facilitates Wilh this phenomenal phase.
Those who exhibit distaste for this mundane sod
Will do well to follow Bhaktisiddhanta Srila Prabhupada.
Variegaled positions of the Absolute resemble
Plural phases of this transitory ensemble.
So we offer an anthropomorphic suggestion,
And discredited transcendence as a cultural extension.
But these conceptions are philosphical pretensions,
Concocted in whole by our limited inventions.
But for those who truly wish to see,
The Lord has sent Srila Bhaktisiddhiinta Sarasvali.
His teachings are there, regardless of caste,
So find lhf'ln quickly, time is slipping fast.
This o il soon be past;
Only what’s done for Krsna will last.
Uddhava dasa Adhikart
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Sankirtana was brought to the U.S

Sankirtana means singing and dancing about the glories of
Krsna, the Supreme P 'r-0||.t||l\ of God. It is nothing manufac-
tured or concocted: it is nol a “new re ligion.” The most ancient
Vedic seriptures of India recommend that for the present Age
of Quarrel. this simple method will be the only successful one
for bringing God consciousness to the people in seneral. Ae-
tually, religion cannot be manufactured. Religion means Lo
follow the codes or laws of the One without a second. the One
all the true religions of the world.
. in 19606 by His Divine Grace

God who is glorified by

A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swiim1, who has recently said, “*Don’t think
that these boys and girls are dancing out of religious sentiment
or fanaticism. We have the highest phllumphlt.ll d!l(] lhl’t)'-t}[}]lll..ii
background.”™ The Hare l\r-nd movement is based on science
and on the authority of lh(‘ l edas. But its beauty is that it is all
simplified. The first result from chanting is that one becomes
freed from all material misgivings by re .lll/llll' his real self as
elernal spirit soul. This means blissful, Imlug union with the
all-blissful Godhead. One’s whole body. mind and intelligence
become joyfull 1t is guaranteed the sincere saikirtana chanter
will feel symploms of the highest ecstasy and the perfection of
the human form of life: love nl Godhead.

(The pictures on this page were laken at the Hare Krsna centers
in New York City and Vancouver, British Columbia.)
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LOVE OF GOD

One devolee has praved, “O my Lord,
at the time of death it will be so difficult
to think of You, because my throat will
be choked up in death rattle, and I may
not have time to calm my mind from pain
in order to think of You. So now. while
am in healthy frame of mind and blissfully
chanting Your holy name, let me die at
once.” But Prabhupada has also said,
“Death is not such a wonder. and it is life
that’s the constant wonder and this chant-
ing is life.”

So while the Hare Krsna chanters have
solved the gravest problem of existence—
the death problem—they are also free from
all fearfulness and are enjoying the fullest
extent of happiness in the here and now.
Please chant this mantra!

These pictures were taken at the Hare Krsna
centers in Berkeley and San Francisco,
California.
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THE PEACE FORMULA

A hundred devotees from east coast
Hare Krsna centers were present in Wash-
ington, D.C., during the mass peace dem-
onstrations of November 15, 1969, Refer-
ence to the Godhead. a program which is
completely ignored by the materialistic
peace marchers, was energelically propa-
gandized at the peace rally by the diseiples
of A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami. They dis-
tributed thousands of pamphlets of Pra-
bhupada’s essay “The Peace Formula,”
which presents the following practical
propositions.

“The greal mistake of modern civiliza-
tion iz to encroach upon other’s properiy
as Lhough it were one’s own. and to there-
by create an unnecessary disturbance of
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the laws of nature. These laws are very
strong. No living entity can violate them,
Only one who is Krsna conscious can
easily overcome the stringency of the laws
of nature, and thus become happy and
peaceful in the world.

“As a state is protected by the depart-
menl of law and order. so the state of
Universe. of which this carth is only an
insignificant fragment. is protected by the
laws of nature. This material nature is one
of the different potencies of God. who is
the ultimate proprietor of everyLhing that
be. This earth is. therefore, the property
of God. but we the living entities, espe-
cially the so-called civilized human beings,
are claiming God’s property as our own,
under both an individual and collective
false conception. If you want peace. you
have to remove this false coneeplion from
vour mind and from the world. This false



claim of proprictorship by the human race
on earth is partly or wholly the cause of

all disturbances of peace on carth.

“IFoolish and so-called civilized men are
claiming proprietary rights on the property
of God because they have now hecome
Godless. You cannot be happy and peace-
ful in a Godless society. In the Bhagavad-
gili, Lord Krsna says that He is the factual
enjoyer of all activities of the living enti-
ties, that He is the Supreme Lord of all
universes, and that He is the well-wishing
friend of all beings. When the people of
the world know this as the formula for
peace, it is then and there that peace will
prevail.  We  therefore recommend  that
everyone hecome  Krsna  conscious by
chanting: HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA,
KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE/ HARE
RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA,
HARE HARE.™



THE OPULENCES OF KRSNA
—by Hayagriva das Adhiliart
(ISKCON—New Vrndavana)

Lord Krsna has innumerable expansions.
As far as Krsna Himself is concerned. there
are six opulences which are always present
—knowledge, wealth, fame, strength, beau-
ty and renunciation. He has these opu-
lences in totality, whereas ereated beings
have them in part only.

KNOWLEDGE

In the world there have heen men who
have been considered very rich in know-
ledge—Socrales. Plato, Sir Isaae Newlon,
Galileo, Franeis Bacon. Da Vinei., Einstein.
cle. History has afforded us innumerable
geniuses w hose thoughts have profoundly
.lfhr"lvcl human :wulmdlum and who have
been considered  very experl from the
human point of view. But it is remarkable
thatin their own eyes they feel like dwarfs
before the greal storchouse of knowledge
which governs nature. lsaac Newton used
to consider himself to be no more than a
little boy playving on the seashore and ob-
serving multicolored shells washed up on
the beach, The shells were all he knew of
what inhabited the inaccessible depths of
that great ocean,

S0 no man can claim to have all know-
ledge. Even if a man has all knowledge
aboul his particular field (indeed the more
a man pursues a subject the more he
realizes he knows nothing about it). he is
still ignorant of other fields of knowledge.
No one knows r\-‘rr_\'lhing in this material
world. Even the demigods, whose know-
ledge is fantastic from the human poinl
ol view. have limited knowledge. Lord
Brahmi, for instance, creates this universe
and so thoroughly knows every object in
it, but when he rose oul of the lotus flower
springing from the navel of the Mahi-
Visnu, he looked about in total confusion
and began to meditate to find oul what he
was, where he was, and why he was. So
even his knowledge is limited. Lord Krsna
says, “Neither the hosts of demigods nor
the great sages know My c)rigin; for, in
every respeet, Lam the source of the demi-
(Gita, X:2)

It is only Krsna, the Supreme Lord,
who has total knowledge of everyLhing.
He is the Self seated in tln' hearts of all.
He is in the heart of the great Brahma and
in the heart of the tiny atom. *O scion of
Bharata, you should understand that 1 am
the knower all bodies: and to

B
gods and sages,

also

22 BACK TO GODHEAD

understand this body and itz owner is
called knowledge: that is My opinion.”
(Gita, XI:2) The living entity is the
knower of his particular body. but Lord
Krzna is the supreme knower, proprietor
and dweller in all bodies. Therefore, He is
the super knower, the omniscient, the
embodiment of total knowledge. e is
both the knower and that w hiLll is to be
known. He is addressed by Arjuna: “Know-
ing everything. You are all that is know-

able.” (F;Lu, X].Eié’,)
WEALTH
There have been fabulously wealthy

men in history and \\’(‘:tlll!}' empires, but
from the point of view of Krsna the tolal
wealth of the earth is insignificant. The
earth is merely one planet in a solar sys-
tem, which iz but one of sextillions of solar
systems in the universe, which is only one
the material
creation, which is only a tiny cloudy spot
in the all-pervading brahma-jyoli in which
there are countless spiritual planets. And
this brahma-jvoti is emanating from the
body of Krsna. This effulgence is simply a
by-product and iz in no way His real opu-
lence. So the wealth of the Supreme
Godhead defies the imagination. Arjuna

of  countless universes in

saw everything concentrated in His body
on the battlefield. “Whatever vou wanl Lo
see, you ean see in Lhis body ‘I|| al once,’
Krsna told him. (Gita, X1:7) Total wealth
tl::‘n means that He contains and owns
everything.

FAME

All the demigods who are in charge of
the various universes know and worship
Krsna. Being the supreme omniprese
He is known and extolled in all the three
worlds. Though it may appear that some
planets are ignorant of Him due to the
influences of the age of Kali, His fame is

ce,

total, and His countless names are chanted
in all spheres,

The fame of any man or nation is tem-
porary or 1||||-nr\ Today we have com-
pletely forgotten ‘the nations that dwelled
on this earth only six thousand years ago,
and because we have forgotten them, we
claim that no civilizations were existing
then, although man is known to have been
walking uprig |ﬂ||! on this planet for at least
i mllllnn vears. Yel man's vanity would
have him think that his fame is eternal.

Like the other opulences, fame is inci-

dental to Krsna. In the Vaikuntha planets
hundreds of millions of Laksmis serve at
His feet. ©*1 worship Govinda. the primeval
Lord. the first progenitor, who is tending
the cows, vie Iding all desire, who dwells in
abodes lmllt with spiritual  gems. sur-
rounded by millions of purpose-trees, and
who is always served with areal reverence
and affection by hundreds of thousands
of Laksmis or gopis.” (Brahma-sarmhild,
V:29) Lord Krsna is the totality of every-
thing. He is known in all the worlds. and
so has total fame.

STRENGTH

The average man has hardly the strength
to lift his own And al most his
intelligence has only enabled him to deto-
nate a hydrogen homb which is not even
able to destroy the carth. The strength of
one who is able to ift all the worlds oul
of the Causal Ocean and drain that ocean
itself Upon seeing the
splendor of the Lords universal form,
Arjuna extolls His might:
who stands above even Brahma. You are
the original master. Why should they not
offer their homage up to You, O limitless
O refuge of the universe? You are
invincible source, the cause of all
transcendental to this material

weight.

i= inconceivable.

“0 greal one,

one,
the
causes,
manifestation...O limitless form, this whole
cosmic manifestation has come from You

. loffer my respects from the front, from
behind and from all sides. O unbounded
power, You are the master of limitless
might!™ (Gitd, XI:37.38,40)

In ..H"rfnmd-Hl'rr?guvr:!run there are innu-
merable accounts of Lord Krsna’s battles
with greal demons which celebrate the
strength of the Lord. It is always notable
that .|f'ltr plaving with the demons for
a while, e kills them easily in an off-
handed manner. There are de mlgmls whose
strength is unlimited the human
point of view. but the strength and power
of the demigods are insignificant com-
pared to Krspa's. After giving a brief
account of some of His opulences in the
Tenth Chapter of the Gitd, Krsna says,
“Bul what need is there, Arjuna, for all
this detailed knowledge? With a single
fragment of Myself I pervade and support
these entire universes.” (Gild, X:42)

So the Supreme Lord is asamardha,

from

which means that no one is greater than
Him because no ereature can move with-
out His aid, for He is the prime mover.
“Furthermore, O Arjuna. I am the gener-
ating sced of all existences. There is no



being—moving or unmoving—that can exist
without Me.” (Gita, X:39) Being the
strength in all beings. He is thercefore the
embodiment of total strength.

BEAUTY

The absolute beauty of Krsna is sung

praises by great sages wh() incarnate
themselves as umhvr(] girls (gopis) i
order Lo enjoy loving exdldngcm with ”lll'l.
His supreme original form, as exhibited in
the forests of Vendivana, is that of a
youth of around sixteen years of age. He
descended on earth as the (‘nllimhnl(‘nl of
love, all spiritual in essence, and  He
attracts men, women, and all that move
and move nol. e comes with laughter
and with loving glances, and He wears
brilliant yellow cloth and garlands and
plays His flute. In the forests of Vrndivana
He sports with the cowherd girls, the
gopis, who worship Him with the holy
sentiment of transcendental love. Since He
is love incarnate, lle enchants even the
heart of the God Narayana, and the divine
Laksm1 transformed herself into the hairs

His chest so that she can always be
near His heart.

It is stated in the Cailanya-caritdmrta
that Krsna is so supremely lovely that He
attracts Himsell and even desires to em-

brace Iis own form. Upon seeing the
beauty of His fresh, youthful, brightly

shining limbs reflected upon a pillar of
pearls, He yearned for Himself like Radha.
“I bestow joy Lo all,”” He says, “but who
can bestow  joy upon Me?™ llis
power instills joy, and Radha is the essence
of this love.
The body

love’s

of Krsna is the figure of
beauty itself. It is tinged with color of
blue clouds. The bottoms of Iis hands
and feel are pink. His torso is bare, but
from His neck hangs a garland of flowers,
beautified with a lm k(l in the shape Uf
the moon. From IHis waist a cloth of
dazzling gold hangs in folds. His flowing
black hair reaches His shoulders. He wears
a golden, bejeweled crown topped by
peacock feathers. His eves are as large as
the petals of a full blown lotus, and Ilis
hands and lips play lightly upon a flute.
Being the embodiment of supreme abso-
lute beauty, He is ultimate majesty and
|Jl:uu[y, pvrl'm.'.t in - every respeel, His
elernal form is incomparable and is wor-
shiped throughout the creation. His very
name, Krsna, means e who attracts
everyone.

In Lord Caitanya, a play wrilten by

this author and based on the Caitanya-
caritdmria, Lord Caitanya praises the beau-
ty of the Lord in this way: “His beauly is
an ocean of nectar whose waves flood the
arid hills of the soul. His words delight
the ear. His arms and legs surpass lhl'
coolness of a thousand moons. Oh, His
beauty enchants my senses so! How sweet
the fragrance of His lips! My five senses
ride my mind like a horse ml(‘] drive the
mind al once five different ways. And He
dances through my mind. and my mind,
overjoyed, responds to Him, His speech,
His touch, and my mind is ridden to mad-
ness, death. Yet I cannot blame my senses,
for the Lord altracts them so. Oh. the
waves of His beauly cover the mountains
of my yearning soul! Iis speech ravishes
my ears with mischief, and His touch, O
Hiz touch is cool, and His limbs, so
grant, soft, strong, intoxicaling, surpass
the color of the blue lotus. His lips mixed
with the sweet mmphor of His smile grow
His color is sweeter than the
nimbus, and His eloth brighter than light-
ning. What autumnal moon compares {o
His de( covered with locks of hair? Rain-
bows of peacock feathers crown His
head, and wreath Hiz neck  like
pearls. Oh, the Lord kills the gopis with
love. His chestis broad and high, and small
hairs adorn it. These hairs are Goddess
Laksmi who transformed herself to dwell
always on His breast. And this breast is
a robber who steals a trillion hearts. Oh,
e enchants the gopis with shining cheeks
and crocodile shaped rings Imuﬂm" from
His ears and His sharp 'sll.ll.‘ wldnu S fllll of
smiles. Yes, He is a clever |1EIi1|l..l' and they
His prey whom He kills at will. And His
arms are soft but strong and lethal as
blue cobras, for they pry open the doors
of the soul and inject the painful venom

fra-

sweeler.

stars

of love. Even the god of love now pines
for Him.”

In the Bhagavad-gitd Arjuna tells Krsna,
“You are the unborn and all pervading
beauty.” (Gita, X:12) Therefore, all beau-
ty that is seen in the material world is but
a reflection of that absolute beauty exist-
ing in Krsna.

ln the Tenth Chapter of the Gila,
Arjuna says thal “neither the gods nor
demonsg, O Lord, know Thy personality.
Indeed You alone know Yoursell by Your
potencies.”™ (Gita, X:14, 15) He then re-
quests Krspa to tell him in detail of His
divine powers by which He pervades all
the worlds and abides in them. Lord Krsna
replies, “Yes [ will tell you of My splen-
dorous manifestations: but only of those
which are prominent, O Arjuna, for My

opulence is limitless.” (Gita. X:19) Lord
Krsna then proclaims that He is the self
seated in the hearts of all and is the be-
ginning, middle and end of all creatures

\fl: r l“-ldll]l“lllllﬂ' this, He begins to enu-
merate specific 1!]L.ll'lldli(}n$ and pheno-
mena which is He Himself. He mentions
rlvmigod:‘, animals and natural wonders
like the Himilayan Mountains and the
Ganges. Among all living entities in the
world, He is the greatest. He is wind, death,
fire, unexhaustible time, the spiritual sci-
ence of the sell, the flower-bearing spring.
splendor., victory and adventure. the gen-
rod of

erating sced of all existences. the
chastisement, statesmanship, silence, wis-
dom. the holy fig tree, the ocean, the
thunderbolt. the monarch among men, the
grealesl among elephants and serpents and
other animals, and =0 on. At the
sion of this brief account of some of His
opulences, He says, 0 mighty conquerer
of enemies, there is no end to My divine
manifestations. What I have spoken to you

but a mere indication of My infinite

conclu-

opulences. Know that all beautiful, glori-
ous and mighty creations spring irum but
a spark of .\1_\ »ph ndor.” (Gita, X:40-42)

RENUNCIATION

The sixth opulence of Krsna is perhaps
the most awe inspiring. It is renunciation—
the opulence by which the Lord can reject
all others. “There is nothing whatever that
is higher than L. Every thmtr rests u|m|1 Me

s pearls are strung on a ”]]‘l ad.” (Gila,
\ ]],T) And like a string of pearls, all of
Krsna’s opulences can be taken off and
thrown away while Krsna remains com-
plete in Himself. Lord Krsna is much more
than the sum total of His creation. “*In My
transcendental form I pervade all this
creation. All things are resting in Me, but |
am nol in them. Yet, everything that is
created does not rest on Me. Behold My
mystic opulence. Although I am the main-
tainer of all living entities and although |
am everywhere, still My self is the \-rr_\'
source of creation.” (Gita, IN:4, 5)

Being the embodiment of perfect re-
nunciation, as taught in the Gita. Lord
Krsna creates everything in a spirit of
detachment. “The whole cosmic order is
under Me. By My will is it manifested
again and again, and by My will is it anni-
hilated in the end. O Dhananjaya, all this
work cannot bind Me. 1 am ever un-
attached, seated as though neutral.” (Gita,
IX:8, 9) Also in the Fourth Chapter Lord

Krsna says that works do not defile Him
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Only Sri Krsna possesses all opulences in full.

because although He creates everything,
He has no yearning for the fruits of His
creation. One who knows the nature of
His ereation and of His renuneiation is not
bound by works,

The hand of the Lord is in every sphere
of activity, yet He remains neutral. In the
Bralma-samhita it is said, “The lord of
Gokula s the transcendental Supreme
Godhead, the own self of eternal cestacies.
He is the superior of all superiors and is
busily engaged in the enjoyments of the
transcendental realm and has no associa-
tion with His mundane poteney.” (Brahma-
samhita, V:0) The material nature, which
is a perverled reflection of the spiritual
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polency, is located on the other side of
the river Viraji which surrounds the
Brahman-dhama which is the boundery of
Mahi-vaikuntha. 1t is said that material
nature is actually ashamed to appear
before Lord Krsna, and when He wishes
to create through material nature e does
not mingle with her but simply glances her
way. “Krsna never consorts with His
illusory energy. Still her connection is not
entirely cut off from the absolute truth.
When He intends to ereate the material
world, the amorous pastimes in which He
engages by consorting with His own spirit-
wal (eil) potency, Rami, by casting His
glance at the deluded energy in the shape

of sending His time-energy. is an auxiliary
activity.” (Brahma-samhita, V:7) There-
fore the material creation has only indirect
contaclt with Krsna. It is the eit potency
that carries His glance to the inferior
energy. Lord Krsna is therefore complete
within Himself. All of His opulences can
be renounced totally at any moment, and
in no way by such renunciation is He any
the less. This is the meaning of total
renunciation.

Simply by studying the opulences of
Krsna one can become a mahdatma, a
greal soul. These opulences are described
in detail in the various Vedic literatures
—in the Gita, the ._\"rfmad-Bhﬁgﬂtmtum,
Caitanya-caritamrta, Brahma-sarmhit@ and
so on. The results of such studies are
quickly perceived. One immediately comes
to understand that Krspa is the factual
proprictor of everything and that the
highest benefit derived is love for Krsna
Himself. “He who knows in truth this
glory and power of mine engages in un-
alloved devotional service. OF this there is
no doubt. I am the Source of everything:
from Me the entire creation flows. Know-
ing thiz. the wise worship Me with all their
hearts.” (Gita, X:7., 8)

Understanding how things exisl as sepa-
rate from Krsna is of no value. The
knowledge, wealth, fame, strength, beauty
and renunciation of a man who is unaware
of Krspa are worthless. One must come to
understand that all these things exisl in
the Supreme Lord and that they are His
gratuitous  opulences. By studying the
opulences of Krsna we can come to under-
stand why He is worthy of our wurship,

We mav adore the beauty. wealth, fame,
knowledge, strength or renunciation of a
person, but when we come to understand
that these are only fragmental and that
Krsna is the source of all of them, then
we direct our adoration to Krsna. Thus
our thoughts should always dwell in Krsna.
We can become completely satisfied only
by thinking of Him, surrendering our lives
to Him and speaking of nothing but Him.
“The thoughts of the wise men dwell in
Me. Their lives are surrendered unto Me,
and they derive great satisfaction and bliss
enlightening one another and conversing
aboul Me.” (Gila, X:9) The wise are always
so engaged becanse Krsna is their all in all,
Therefore the truly wise are the most
opulent. for they belong to Krsna and
Krsna belongs to them. End



NARADA
-by Satsvaripa das Adhikart
(ISKCON—Boston)

If you have read or heard even a small
sampling of the vast Vedice literature, you
have come upon the name of Nirada,
who is depicted on the back cover of
this issue of Back to Godhead. He is a
great bhakta (devotee) of the Supreme
Lord Nardyana, or Krspa. Etymologically
analyzed, nara means of Niriyana or the
Lord (Krsna), and da means deliverer.
Nirada is the deliverer of the Lord and the
Lord’s message. Of course there are count-
less preachers, gurus. evangelists, mendi-
canlz and religious representatives traveling
all lhr(mgh(ml this planet, but Narada
Muni is eminently distinguished. His pupils
include the greatest devolees. Also, he is
not restricted to one planet, but has the
facility to travel to any part of the uni-
verse without the aid of a spaceship. Mosl
importantly, Narada teaches the topmost
process of God realization—bhalkti. devo-
tion to God—and he is coming in the un-
broken line of disciplic succession origin-
ating with the Supreme Lord H|m-.:|I
Ih('m‘ qualifications of the sage Nirada
are described in Vedic literatures such
as .grfrrmd-HhrI,nga:‘.mn._. Ramdyana, ele.,
where Nirada is called the eternal space-
man.

Long ago, as will be deseribed here,
Nirada altained the spiritual perfection of
liberation from the round of birth and
death in the material world. e is thus
eternally unconditioned, existing in his
eternal, spiritual body. In this way, he is
almost as good as the Supreme Lord Him-
self. Narada is the deliverer of the Hare
Krsna mantra, called the mahamantra or
Greal Chanting for Deliverance. He is de-
scribed: Narada Muni bajaya vipa radhika
rimanpa ndame. “Nirada Muni plays the
vind chanting Hare Krsna.” The Hare Krsna
mantra—Hare Krsna Hare Krpspa K
Krsna Hare Hare Hare Rima Hare Rima
Rima Rima Hare Hare—is the potent
benediction for the present spiritually
deprived age, Kali Yuga. in which other
?)irillml processes are nol possible. The
Srimad-Bhigavatam, First Canto, Chapter
0, text 34, “Itis personally ex-
perienced by Niarada Muni that for persons
who are always full with cares and anxie-
ties on account of desiring contact of the
senses with sense objects, constant chant-
ing of the transcendental activitics of the

stales:

Personality of Godhead is just the suitable
boat for crossing the ocean of nescience.”

Most people in this age are not very
serious about spiritual dll\d!l(.( ment and
annot  undertake rigorous, austere dis-
ciplines, but anyone can chant Hare Krsna
or simply hear about Krspa. Not only ean
Nirada travel wherever the Lord desires
him to go, carrying the first-class spiritual
process, bl’mi’.“ ((Iv\olmn.ll service), but he
is an especially empowered authority who
can convince the most fallen. In Teachings
of Lord Caitanya. Caitanya Mahiprabhu

reveals Niarada Muni as an avatdra of the
Saktyavesa category.

Nirada is nol con-
sidered the Personality of Godhead Him-
self, but he is directly empowered with an
opulence of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in order to carry out the Lord’s
will. Nirada, then, is technically a sakiya-
vesa avaldra potent with the u|11||:-|||:v ol
devotion. The basis of his teaching is
Narada-bhalkti-siitras  and
Narada-paiicardlra. Narada explains that
nobody can check the thinking, feeling
and willing activities of the individual.
Therefore, if someone is desirous of get-
ting out of the frustrating, death-hound
life of material musl
change the subject matter of his activiti
which is not to say he must renounce
them. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swimi, as spiritual master in disciplic
suceession from Nirada, writes: “Instead
of talking in politics of a dying man, one
may discuss the polities administered by
the Lord Himself: instead of relishing the
movie actors he may turn his attention to
the activities of the Lord with His eternal
associales, the gopis.” Nirada recommends
bhakti, or activities of the purified senses,

[‘Xpl‘l':‘:-‘f'd in

consciousness, he

as the process by which one can cross the
ocean of birth and death, the source of all
miseries, and be promoled to the tran-
scendental position. We are already think-
ing, fecling and willing: if we simply begin
to think. feel and will on behalf of Krsna,
under the puidance of a spiritual master,
then we will at once feel transcendental
ecstasy and reject the material platform of
life. He assures us from his own experience
that devotional service activities will be
successful. It is advised thal we can ex-
perience the same success as Nirada if we
begin to follow the path of bhakti in the
footsteps of this greal sage. who is the
dearmost devotee of the Lord.

In the First Canto of Sr{'nmd—fﬂir?;_ru-
patam, Nirada Muni relates to his pupil

Vyaszadeva the incidences of his previous
birth, before he became the immortal sage
we all know as Narada: O Muni | Vyisa-
deva], my past life, during the last
millennium, I was born as the son of a
certain maidservant engaged in the service

brahmanas who were following the
principle of Vedanta. When they were
living together during the four months of
the rainy season 1 was engaged in their
personal service.” In his previous life, then,
Narada was engaged in devotional service
at the earliest age. Lord Krsna says that to
do service for His servants is more valuable
than direct service to Himself. Narada’s
parentage was insignificant as his mother
wis ju:e{ a maidservanl. Nirada was auto-
malically given the most rare opportunity
of rendering personal service Lo devolees
of the Lord. Because some holy brahmanas
were used to staying at the place where his
mother was a servant, Nirada, at less than
five years of age, in contact with
them, and thus his door to liberation was
opened. He states that the devotee-
brahmanas blessed him with their causeless
mercy. They found this poor boy to be
without any attachment to sporting habits:
he was not Ildll“‘h|\ -nor did he speak more
than required. Thus. although the devolees
are impartial by nature. they were able to

Wis

shower their full ||u\\n|mur of merey in
the form of transcendental knowle dge and
devolional service onlo this uneducated
young boy.

The boy Narada’s association with the
pure devotees was consummated the mo-
ment he took up the remnants of their
foodstuff. By so doing, all his sins were al
once eliminated. As servanl.,
cleaning up for the devotees, and noticing
some remnants of food on their plates he
asked their permission 1o take, and they of
course encouraged him. As pure devotees,
these bhakti-vedantas (knowers of Vedanta

the boy was

through devotional service) ate only prasa-
dam, or foodstuffs which are first offered
to the Supreme Lord with prayers. Il is
understood that prasidam is nol ordinary
food, but once accepted by the Lord it
becomes as cood as the Lord Himself, by
His mercy. So the boy took this merey of
the bhakti-vedantas and became infected
with their qualities of purity.
associated with them, and
caten the remnants of their food. Narada
advanced into transcendental life.

He then began to hear from them about
the absolute truth. This is the way in

Having
having once
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which Nirada gained eternal life,
limited knowledge and unfathomed bliss,
with facility to travel anywhere in the
malerial worlds. Simply by hearing alten-
tively authentic information about the
Personality of Godhead from a bona fide
authority, all his past sins were cleaned off
and he was liberated from mundane asso-
ciation. Nirada relates to his pupil Vyasa-
deva: “0 Vyisadeva, in that association
and by the mercy of the great Vedantists
describing the attractive activilies of Lord
Krsna, I purified my aural reception. Thus
hearing attentively, step by step my Laste
for hearing of the Personality of Godhead
became manifest.’

Our spiritual master has told us many
times that love of God is natural, original
with us; however, due to our false attrac-
tion to the perishable material world and
illusion of the body as our self and mate-
rial things as our possessions, this con-
sciousness s now dormant. So the won-
derful change that occurs by chanting
Hare Krsna or hearing about Krsna’s activ-
ities is nol an artificial imposition on the
mind, but is the natural return to our
original consciousness. We may not be able
to completely realize this at first, but very
quickly the consciousness of the sincere
chanter changes, and his mdlurial anxiclies
and desires fade away. Narada described
how he developed definite realization of
the Personality of Godhead as the absolute
reality and how his attention became
uninterrupted in hearing about the Lord.
By hearing aboul the absolute, one be-
comes associaled with the supreme light
which dissipates all ignorance. The bhalkti-
veddntas were never speaking mundane
topics of politics or sensuous affairs be-
fore Narada; nor were they teaching him
negalive coneepls of veality, sueh as speen-
lations on the concept of void or the
impersonal aspeet of the absolute truth.
They were constantly engaged in chanling
about the pastimes of the Personality of
Godhead, who possesses inconeeivable po-
tencies; and by submissively hearing, the
son of the l‘ll.lltlh[‘l\-'.llif. felt his ignorance
being removed.

Our spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swiimi, writes: “By
ignorance only the conditioned soul wrong-
ly thinks that he is a product of the mate-
rial nature and that the Personality of
Godhead is also a product of matter. Bul
in fact, the Personality of Godhead and
the living being are transcendental and
have nothing to do with the material

un-
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nalure. When nescience is removed. then
it is perfectly realized that there is nothing
existing without the Personality of God-
head. As the gross and subtle bodies are
emanations from the Personality of God-
head, the revival of transcendental know-
ledge permils one to engage both of them
in the service of the Lord.” The gross
body can be engaged in rendering service,
cleaning the temple, distributing Krsna
conscious literature and bowing down in
the temple, and the subtle mind can
hear and think of the transcendental
pastimes of the Lord. The realization by
which one can change his activities into
transcendental activities develops without
apprehension in execution of the bhakti
path. Nirada grasped this at once by
his superior attraction for the Supreme
Personalily of Godhead—through the most
effective method of hearing from pure
souls. As Nirada tells it, “'l he flow of
my devolional service llt:g.]n.“ Devotional
service is natural o everyone, but it is
choked up and suspended due to our being
covered by modes of passion and ignor-
ance. In Nirada’s case, the pure sound
vibration of unadulterated devotees speak-
ing the glories of the Supreme Lord at
once removed the material coverings and
his devotional service thus began. Or in
other words, the cternal being who was
residing in the body of the maidservant’s
son woke up, and the ultimate goal—love
of God—became manifest in his heart.
Nirada’s posilion hefore his teachers is a
model for the disciple who wishes to
altain success even within one lifetime:
“I was very much attached to the bhakti-
veddntas. 1 was gentle in behavior, and all
my sing became eradicated in my heart. |
had strong faith in them; I had huh_luar.m'd
the senses and was strictly following the
bhakti-vedintas with body and mind.”
Eventually the rainy and the
autumn passed, and the bhakli-vedintas
left the place where Nirada and his mother
were living. But the confidential part of
knowledge, devotional service unto the
Supreme  Personality of Godhead, had
been implanted in Nirada’s heart. Know-
ledge of the absolule truth—permanent
(md blissful behind all temporary shows—
is not a cheap or easily attainable thing,
According to the Bhagavad-gitd, out of
millions of men one may know the abso-
lute truth, the Personality of Godhead.
When the immortal sage Niarada told
these things to Vyisadeva, his disciple
became anxious to know how the boy

s5e4s0n

passed the duration of his previous life
and how he finally quit his body and
attained a spiritual body of sac-cid-ananda
(eternal life, bliss and knowledge)
Narada Muni the eternal spaceman. Narada
related that after his initiation by the
bhakti-veddantas there was a Llangible
change in his life, but as he was only five
years old and the only child of his mother,
he was bound to her with the tie of affec-
tion. Instead of being dependent on the
Supreme Lord who is the only indepen-
dent controller, the boy was dependent on
his mother’s care, and she looked after
him as if she were his maintainer. But
Nirada relates: “Once upon a time the
poor woman, my mother, while engaged
in milking a cow al night, was fdld“\
bitten on the leg by a serpent as influenced
by the supreme time.” In this way, the
sincere soul who was being looked after by
his mother had her withdrawn from the
world by the supreme will, and he was
thus put completely at the mercy of the
Lord. I took it as the special mercy of
the Lord, who always desires benediction
for His devolees. Thinking in this way, |
started for the northern side.” This may
seem surprising: a five-year-old boy, sllll
denly left all alone in the world, takes

as an auspicious direction from God. \\v
find that most people when they are pul
into natural frustration and loss bewail the
cruelty of their plight and even presume to
be critical of the absolute will. But the
devotee sees in every step the special
mercy of the Lord. Bewailing our material
losses is due Lo our ignorance of the real
purpose of human life.

A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swami has written
on this point: “Mundane prosperity is a
kind of material fever and by the grace of
the Lord, the feverish material tempera-
ture of the devotee is ﬂruduull_\i diminished
and spiritual health is obtained step by
step.” So the orphaned boy at once took
the daring step of making God his only
shelter and maintainer. He did not spend
time trying to make some economic ad-
justment for his future comfortable living,
but he took to traveling. “I passed lllmuﬂh
many flourishing lllLll’l)]}()ll‘-l s, lowns, \||
lages, animal farms, mines, agricultural
lands, valleys, gardens and forests. | passed
alone through many forests full of pipe,
bamboo, sharp grass, weeds and caves
difficult to go through alone. I visited the
dangerous, fearful forests deep and dark,
the play-yards of snakes, owls, jackals.”

The boy was not making a whimsical



youth’s journey by these travels. It is the
duty of a mendicant to have experience of
all varieties of God’s ereation. This iz
called parivrdjakacarya, lo travel alone
through all forests, hills, towns, etc., Lo
gain faith in God and strength of mind, as
well as to enlighten the inhabitants with
the message of God. In the present age this
is not possible for the ordinary man, but
it was possible for Narada, who was finish-
ing his last lifetime before his liberation.

“After that, under the shadow of a
banyan tree in a forest without any human
habitation, I began to meditate upon the
supersoul situated within myself, using my
intelligence as I learned by hearing from
liberated souls. With my mind transformed
into transcendental love 1 began to medi-
tate upon tlu- lulu-‘: feet of the Personality
of Godhead. Tears rolled down from my
eves, and immediately the Personality of
Godhead, Lord Sri K!‘E.;].ld, appeared on the
lotus of my heart.” It is understood that
Nirada was not performing a concocted
meditation, but he had received knowledge
from authoritative sources on how to
meditate on the supersoul who is dwelling
within every living being. There are five
stages of transcendental development lead-
ingto love of God described in the Narada-
bhakti-siitra. The first is called $raddha, or
an initial interest in or liking for the
Supreme Lord. After that, one practices
the prescribed rules and regulations of
devotional service, which clear away mis-
gvings and personal deficiencies. Then
one develops firmness, or standard faith
in the reality of transcendental life: then
comes altraction, and then bhava, the
stage prior to unalloyed love of God.
Nirada Muni in his previous birth was able
to attain the highest stage shortly after his
departure from home. The tears from his
eyes indicate his feelings of separation in
transcendental love for the Personality of
Godhead, after which he actually was
able to perceive the actual presence of the
Lord by his developed spiritual senses.
AC. Bhaktivedanta wriles of spiritual
ecstasy such as that perceived by Nirada:
“Spiritual feelings of happiness and intense
ecstasy have no mundane cnmpurisun
Therefore it is very difficult to give ex-
pression to such feelings. We can _111‘,( have
a glimpse of such (‘.{,‘:Llh}’ in the words of
the pure devotees.” 0, Vyisadeva, al
that time, being exceedingly overpowered
by feelings of happiness, every part of my
body became lucid being absorbed in the
ocean of ecstasy.”

Nirada describes the form of the abso-
lute truth as he saw Him: “The lranscen-
dental form of the Lord, as it is, is per-
fectly apt to the desire of the mind.”
Nirada did not experience the Lord as
formless, but His form is not like anything
in this material world. It is described that
all the differently cut and shaped forms
that we are seeing all through our life do
not banish all our mental disparily and
dissatisfaction. But the special feature of
the transcendental form of the Lord
that once it is seen, one is satisfied for-
ever, and no material form holds any more
attraction for the seer. So the Lord’s form
is like nothing we see now in matter. An-
other great devolee, Mahdraj Pariksit, was
able to see the form of Krsna even while
he was in his mother’s womb. On being
born into the world, Parlksit (the word
means “examiner”) was always looking
this way and that way, his eyes longing to
see again the form of the Lord among all
the ul:bdllbf},lllg forms and shapes uf the
malerial atmosphere.

Narada saw the form of God, he was
completely satisfied in his being, and then
the same form was no longer present to
his vision. “Not seeing that form again, I
suddenly got up, being perturbed in mind,
as it happens when one loses that which is
desirable.” Desiring more than anything
to see again the form of the Lord, Nirada
tried to concentrate his mind on his heart,
but he could not see Him anymore, and so
became grief-stricken. Siila Prabhupada
writes: “There is no mechanical process to
see the form of the Lord. It completely
depends on the causeless mercy of the
Lord. Just as the sun rises out of ils own
accord, the Lord also is pleased to be pre-
senl oul His One
should simply wait for the opportune
moment and go on discharging the pre-
seribed duty in devotional service of the
Lord.”

Nol at Nirada’s command, but by that
same causeless mercy, the transcendental
Supreme Personality of Godhead, secing
Nirada’s attempt in a lonely place, spoke
unto him, just to miligate his grief. “O
Nirada, | regret very much that during
this lifetime, you will no longer be able to
see Me. Those who are lIIL‘()IllpI(.ll‘ in
service or still immature being freed
from all material dirt can hardly see Me. O
virluous one, you have only once seen My
Person. This is just Lo increase your han-
kering for Me, because the more you desire
Me. lh(~ more you will be freed irum male-

of causeless merey.

rial desire. By service of the absolute truth
even for a short time. a devotee’s intel-
ligence becomes fixed firmly on Me. Asa
resull he goes on to become My associale
in the transcendental world after giving
up the present {I{‘plurahl{‘ material worlds.
Intelligence engaged in My devotion can
never IJ(' d{’f('.ltt d at any time. Even at the
time of crealion, as well as at the time of
annihilation, your remembrance will con-
tinue by My mercy.” How wonderful is
the devotee Nirada, that the Lord, the
supreme authority personified by sound,
unseen, spoke to him, seeing him so sad
for luck of the Lord’s presence! Again, this
is the special gift of Nirada, and the
ordinary devotee, what to speak of the
non-devotee, should not claim to have
access Lo the voice of the Supreme Lord.
We are so puffed up and presumptuous in
mallers of the absolute truth, although it
is the field of endeavor which, more t|l=|l1
any other, requires us to give submissively
and humbly aural nup[um to the bona
fide authoritics. For this age the authori-
tative Vedic literature recommends the
sound vibration of the Lord’s holy name,
Hare Krsna, which is as good as the per-
sonal presence of the Inrcl If this were

not so—that the Lord is present Himself
when His name is uttered—then how could
He be considered  absolute?  Absolute
means that He is present in His name, His
fame, and His devolee. If we wish to ex-
change transcendental love with the abso-
lute truth we have to qualify ourselves by
the purifying process of chanting His hui\
name. There is no difficulty on His part in
coming to us when He wills. Tt may be
very difficult for an ordinary subject to
gel an audience with the king: but if the
klllo desires to see any citizen, what is the
(]I”ll. ulty in his coming? As Srila Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati, spiritual master of
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta, said,
“Don’t ask to see God, rather act in such a
way that God can see you.” Such elevated
standard—the perfection of human life—is
easily attained by constant chanting and
associating with devotees and the first
result of lh|~. process is the loss of mis-
Misgivings means lamenting over
-mmlhmﬂ lost and hankering for some-
thing we don’t have. These \.ltllhh when
the superior taste derived from execuling
spiritual devotional service begins under
the authorized spiritual master.

Blessed all along and

Ul\, | ||()‘h

taking each oc-
to increase

the servant

currence as an opportunity
his hankering for the Lord,
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boy who was to become Narada finished
the days of his life in chanting and remem-
bering the pastimes of Sii Krsna and in
traveling for distributing the Lord’s mes-
sage of back to Godhead, with no thought
of material gain.

In the course of time, while fully
absorbed in thinking of Krsna, Narada
reached that point, commonly called

death, when the change of body suddenly
occurs. Narada told his pupil: “Being freed
from all material taints, I met with death
just as lightning and illumination occur
simultaneously.” It is told further that
just as the illumination follows the light-
ning, the devotee changed his material
body after death and evolved a spiritual
body by the will of the supreme. The
material body is a product of karma,
earned by our accumulation of material
desire, action and reaction. It is temporary
and subject to miseries, and it is unenlight-
ened. The spiritual body residing dormant
within the material body, is elernal, bliss-
ful and in full knowledge. It is understood
from authorized scriptures that even while
in the material body, a pure devolee’s
body becomes surcharged with spiritual
energy by the constant engagement of his
senses in the service of the transcendental
eternal Lord. It is like an iron rod in
contact with fire: after a while the iron
rod acts not like iron, but like fire. The
material body is afflicted with inebrieties
and is taken on by the living entity as a
result of his desires to enjoy temporary
sense gralification, without understanding
his real position—that he is eternal servant
of the Lord and meant to please His
senses. Therefore when the devotee’s body
becomes engaged in devotional service he
becomes surcharged with the transcen-
dental qualities. His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami writes on this im-
portant matter, so often misunderstood by
neophytes: “Change of the body means
stoppage of the reaction of the qualitative
modes of material nature (goodness, pas-
sion and ignorance) upon the person of a
pure devotee. There are many instances in
the revealed scriptures where Dhruva and
Prahlida and many other devotees were
able to see the Personality of Godhead
face to face apparently in the same body.
This means the quality of a devolee’s body
changes from material affinity to tran-
scendence. By the mercy of Krsna the
devotee becomes exempt from the karmic
reactions of his work.” In order to under-
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stand how the body of a devotee becomes
spiritualized, we have to understand that
consciousness is the sign of life. The sensa-
tion you have when you are pinched means
you have consciousness. This conscious-
ness, which is spread all over the body, is
eternal, though the body of flesh and
blood is perishable. Consciousness is a
symptom of the presence of the soul,
which is located in the heart. This is con-
firmed in the Upanisads and Bhagavad-
gita. If an ordinary conditioned human
being meets a pure devotee and his con-
sciousness is changed from the polluted
desire to enjoy with the body, and he
instead starts to use the body as a vehicle
for service in Krsna consciousness, then
his body hecomes spiritualized. Any ma-
terial object, a Llelephone, a Lypewriter,
becomes spiritualized if used in the direct
service of Krspa consciousness for propa-
gating the Lord’s transcendental message.
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swiml has written that, in the eye of the
Supreme Lord Krsna, the body of the
converted or reclaimed devotee who has
changed his standard of consciousness
from material to Krsna consciousness is as
good as the eternal spiritual body of a
jiva in the spiritual sky who has never fal-
len under the conditioned state. The ex-
:lm;]lt_'.SrTla Prabhupida has given is that of
a gold box and a gold-plated box. The gold
box is compared to those who have never
fallen to the material world. But once a
fallen soul takes a bona fide spiritual
master and becomes one hundred percent
engaged in devotional serviee, then he too
becomes liberated, even while remaining
in the present body—and he is thus com-
pared to a gold-plated box. The Lord ac-
cepts the gold-plated box as equal to and
as good as the gold box.

Nirada describes his position then to
Vyisadeva: At the end of the millenium,
when the Personality of Godhead Lord
Nirdyana lay down in the water of devas-
tation, Brahma began to enter into Him
along with all creative elements, and I also
entered through His breathing. After ex-
piration of a period of 4.300.000 x 1000
years when Brahmi awoke to create again
by the will of the Lord, all the rsis like
Marici, Angird, and Atri were created from
the transcendental body of the Lord, and
Lalso appeared along with them.” Nirada’s
entrance into the body of the Lord at the
time of annihilation and re-entrance into
the material cosmos occur in the same
transcendental body, which is described as

being just like the Lord’s, without any
difference between body and soul. There-
fore when Narada appears in the universe
as the son of Brahma, born from his
heart, it is understood that this is not the
forced birth of a conditioned entity, but a
transcendental pastime of the devotee.
Narada’s appearance and disappearance in
the world are in the same category of
transcendence as that of the Lord, who
appeared on the earth as the son of
Vasudeva.

Narada Muni is brahmacdri, living the
order of celibacy without the complica-
tion of family life. He is the greatest
emblem of devotional service, and there-
fore the most learned. And he is worship-
able. Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita, “Among
sages 1 am Narada.” His vipa is charged
with transcendental sound and was handed
to him by Lord Sri Krsna, as stated in the
Linga Purana. The vind is therefore identi-
cal with Krsna, and the glories of the
absolute truth as chanted by Narada are
also nondifferent from the Lord. There-
fore the presence of Nirada means Lord
Krsna is present.

Narada is called the original spiritual
master. His disciples, surrendered souls
who first heard Krsna consciousness from
his lips, include Vyisadeva, the compiler
of all the Vedic scriptures, Valmiki, the
author of the Ramayana, Druva Mahiraj,
Prahliada Maharaj, and many others.

“Thus I travel, constantly singing the
glories of the Lord.” Niarada is traveling,
vibrating his instrument, the vina. by his
own free will. He is not being forced. His
devotional service is free; he offers it out
of his free will and he is free to travel
when he likes. By his surrender unto the
Lord he has attained complete freedom of
life. The illusion of persons in the material
world is that they are free, whereas ac-
tually they are bound up by the stringent
laws of nature. We can only try to imagine,

at this point, the unlimited freedom of
Nirada, whose freedom is as good as the
Lord’s.

Let us all help Narada Muni with his
welfare work of the spirit. Encourage
everyone you meet to chant Hare K!’.‘-il'lil
Hare Krsna Krsna Krsna Hare Hare Hare
Rama Hare Rima Rima Rima Hare Hare.
The mahdmantra will enliven the planet,
will bring us all a life of transcendental
bliss, and help us to have a taste of the full
nectar for which we have been anxious
from time immemorial. End



A B
“Lord Caitanya while going to Vrndavana,
made ligers, deer and birds on the way
through the forest ulter the name of Krsna
and intoxicated them with the ecstasy of
Divine Love and they danced with Him.”
Caitanya-caritimria

THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY NAME
~by Achyutananda dis Brahmacari
(ISKCON—India)

B.R. Sridhara Maharaj sat on the roof of
his quarters in Navadvipa. The now very old
sidhu was in a very contemplative mood,
and to approach him in this state disturbed
me. He motioned that I should sit in front
of him, so I timidly went and sat down on
a grass mat. There was no one to be seen
anywhere. “There are many things to see
from up here by which we can remember
Caitanya,” His Holiness said. “This Ganges,
this forest, the temples, His favorite tree,
banana. What do you want?” “Can you
explain how, if the name is a spiritual
thing, how are we all chanting it?” I asked,
feeling very foolish. After some silence
he began to say, “Nitai Caitanya, Nitai
Caitanya,” and then began:

“It cannot be uttered by a material
tongue, nor can a material ear hear the
name. He [the name] is adhoksaja, |be-
yond experimental knowledge|, having
reserved the right of not being exposed to
organic senses. All the experience, know-
ledge and memories that we have are
gleaned with the help of mundane senses.
Our tongue is comprised mostly of earth
and water elements; the nerve endings ex-
tending to all parts of the body carry
charges of electricity, also a material ele-
ment. If an object is Loo far away, il is not
touchable, seeable, tastable, ete.:if an ob-

ject is too close, it is also imperceptable;
we can’t see our own tilaka mark or eye
make-up. When the senses are extended
by microscopes and telescopes, these in-
struments have more range, but are still
limited to the material sphere. The tele-
scope cannot penetrate the outermost
covering of the universe; the microscope
lens is composed of atoms and therefore
cannot see the atom or anything smaller
than the atom. Likewise, the system of
mental speculation is also innefficient to
perceive Lhe spiritual element. Mind is a
material element whose density is very
slight. (Bhagavad-gita, V11:4) Higher ab-
stractions are no more spiritual than hard
rocks. There is a common belief that by
extending the potency of the mind we can
conceive of the infinite, but this process is
defective. If the infinite can be confined
in a limited mind, then it is not infinite. 1
don’t even know how many hairs are on
my own head. Mental speculators grind
their brains over abstract aphorisms of Zen
and Upanisads and think that by their own
power they can achieve something like
infinity. The result is mental masturbation.
The mind explodes and dies of exhaustion.
And the reaction is deplorable: total for-
getfulness of the self and the infinite.

“There are channels by which the in-
finite descends. He is all power, glory,
beauty, knowledge, wealth and renuncia-
tion. He is dominant, all-extending, free,
and autocratic. The infinite cannot be con-
tained in a limited sphere, but if He is
really infinite then He has the power of
making Himself known in all His fullness
to the finite mind. When, out of His own
perogative, He takes the initiative and
reveals Himself to the devolee, there is
actual perception of Godhead, self realiza-
tion, transcendental revelation. By the
channel of transcendental sound He comes,
by vibrating the spiritual tongue of the
pure devotees representing Him to the
world. The spiritual element vibrates the
spiritual tongues of the sat-guru’s audi-
ence, which have hitherto never been vi-
brated.

“Sat-gurudeva utters Hare Krsna. Our
material ears hear some sound that resem-
bles the transcendental name of Krsna, our
eardrum moves the liquid of the inner ear,
half water and half air, which vibrates the
ethereal element and touches our mind. At
this point, soul has still been untouched,
and there has been no genuine spiritual
experience. By hearing with the mind’s
impressions, we enjoy the sound of the

cymbals, the beal of the chant, the pleas-
anl company and effect of listening and
hc:lring. But it doesn’t stop here. Piercing
the mind, the original sound uttered by
guru moves our intellect, and we consider
the Krsna conscious philosophy. For mil-
lions of years, sages chanted this on the
banks of many holy rivers. Ideas flood
everywhere about the possible effects of
the mantra. This, while being quite bliss-
ful, is not spiritual revelation in the true
sense. Beyond the intelligence is the spir-
itual element—soul, myself. That sound,
having cut through all my senses including
the mind and intellect, now vibrates the
finest sentiments of my own real exis-
tence. This is the perception of the holy
name on the spiritual plane with my
spiritual ear. Then, the soul inspired, re-
capitulates, sending vibration back into
the intelligence, mind, etc., out to my
external tongue and we say, ‘Hare Krsna.’
That Hare Krsna is He. And we dance in
ecslasy.

“*Sounds, sounds, sounds,” His Holiness
repeated slowly. “Sounds, catch hold of
the sounds. Seize the sound waves travel-
ing within the ether, and your happiness is
assured in spiritual life. One rsi has ex-
plained in his siitra that massive epidemics
are due to contamination of the ether by
impure sound. When the lawyers and
pleaders in court begin to tell lies in the
name of justice, these sound vibrations
contaminate the ether, which in turn con-
taminates the air and water which people
breathe and drink, and epidemic is the
result. When four-headed Brahma creates
the universe, the seed ingredient is sound,
OM.” And from that ‘om’ the gayatri-
mantra is born. In this sound, the fourteen
planetary galaxies sprout like whorls of
spiraling stars and planets, with the sun
situated in the very center of the universe.
Each planetary system is composed of a
different sound uttered by Lord Brahma.
Each galaxy provides the infinite jivas
with their particular spheres of karma (ac-
tion), dharma (religious functions), artha
(economic development), kdma (sensual
enjoyment and suffering), and moksa
(facility of liberation). It is the function of
Brahma to provide these different galaxies
and planets according to the sinful and
meritorious deeds of the innumerable.
Lord Brahma utters a different sound for
each planetary system and his engineer,
SiT Visvakarma, creates the planets accord-
ing to those sounds. The subtle elements
and gross elements are distributed in this
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way. In our planet, the predominating
elements are earth and water. In other
worlds, only water is found. On the sun,
fire is the prominent element. If a spiritual
individual, under the effects of illusion, or
mayd, wishes Lo end his gross existence, he
may enter a planet of air, ether, mind or
intelligence and live a8 a ghost.

“The individual jiva is also endowed
with a particle of creative power. And the
ordinary individual as well creates his tiny
sphere of influence by sound. Some jivas’
spheres of influence are no bigger than
their own craniums, and some jivas have
influence over a community, a nation, or
even a whole planet. The beauty and har-
mony of their particular spheres of influ-
ence depends on the quality of sounds
they produce.

“When one nation tries to conquer an-
other nation, the first points to capture are
the radio stations, the newspapers, the
journals—the lines of communication. By
sending out ils manifesto by sound, the
government can move the former leaders
from their posts and capture the country.
Then, also by sound, the new government
becomes established. If there should be
any defect in that sound, then the whole
thing is ruined. That is why there is so
much alteration in the world situation.
The sound of all these jivas is, to quote the
Bible, ‘Babel.” Nonsensical sounds are en-
tering and contaminating the ether, the
air, the water, and the very molecular
structure of each and every person, place
and thing.

“A person’s mind is composed of two
functions, technically termed sanikalpa and
vikalpa. Saikalpa means the mind’s desire
to join thoughts into concepts, theories
and tableaus of theories. Vikalpa is the
mind’s function of rejecling thoughts,
simplifying and limiting experiences which
are gathered through the senses of sight,
sound, smell, taste and touch. Both func-
tions are controlled by sound. Here is an
experiment: Close your eyes. When I re-
peal a number, you will see the number
flash before your mind like a cash register.
One... Three... Seven... Four... The pro-
cesses of sankalpa and vikalpa respectively
make the thoughts come and go. Thisisa
very simple form of the mind’s process.
On a more complicated scale, there is the
very risky business of intentionally invad-
ing the sound waves with defective sound.
The lines of communication are filled with
impure gound from the earliest of school-
books to the most advanced so-called phi-

30 BACK TO GODHEAD

losophy. The White House filibusters are
another excellent example of intentional
pollution of sound channels. If we were to
infuse spiritual sound into the ether, satur-
ate the ether with the transcendental
sound vibration of Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, the mantra
would purify, enlighten and saturate every
being with its polencies.

“In Lord Caitanya’s eight verses, which
comprise the final message of all spiritual
instructions, the first verse gives five ef-
fects of the transcendental sound of Hare
Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rima, Rama
Riama, Hare Hare, as follows:

“Celo-darpana-marjanam. It wipes the
material dust from the mircor of our mind.
The mind is like the intermediate con-
necting medium between the spirit and
thal material external covering called the
body. The soul has no material activity.
When covered by maya, or illusion, the
soul remains dormant in a state of sus-
pended animation. The magnitude of the
soul is so great, however, that it infuses
consciousness on all sides. Through the
medium of the mind, the senses act and
we ‘know’ things. If this ‘glass,” the mind,
is put out of focus by the external nature,
we suffer confusion, pain, disease, and
death. Yes, death is a state of mind only,
as the soul has no death. By the mind we
mistakenly think ‘0! I'm dying!” ‘I'm
drowning!” ‘Um giving birth!” ‘Um sick!”
etc. When the mind is cleansed by the
mahdmantra, the mind is foreibly puri-
fied. All the material concoctions, which
are the cause of our suffering, are forcibly
murdered, starved to death. They thrive
on material sense pleasures. Flooding the
mind with transcendental sound is just like
stepping on the pin of a bomb: All those
misconceplions of material suffering and
enjoyment are shattered, murdered, and
the material mind is conquered wholly,
leaving no enemies behind. The mind then
reflects the spiritual knowledge, quality
and energy of the soul itself.

“Bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam. The
fire of conditional life is thus extinguished.
Nirvane, which most people are rying to
understand from Buddhist texts, means
extinguishing the fire of material exis-
tence. This body has been burning from
the very beginning of time by the process
of digestion. Biologists all declare that the
body is a burning organism, giving off heat,
water vapor and carbon dioxide. After

sevenly or more years, our body is con-
sumed by that smouldering digestive fire,
and we move into another body, only to
burn up that one too. It is like chain smok-
ing: with the lit end of the cigarette you
light up a fresh cigarette, and on and on. By
the potency of the transcendental sound.
the cause of that fire is extinguished.

“Sreyah-kairava-candrikavitaranari vid-
yavadhiijivanam. The transcendental sound
then spreads the light of benedictions,
peaceful suggestions and fearlessness, and
no more anxieties invade the mind. We
approach the world after coming out of
the womb with many deep-rooted fears:
Is there safety? Is there happiness? Is there
peace? The answer is the basic seed. Om
in this sense means one big spiritual yes.
Om, yes—a positive answer. Simply by
negating the mind, the questions of the
soul are not satisfied: something positive
must be given. The mahamantra floods
the mind with suggestions of the truth.

“Anandambudhi-varddhanam pratipa-
dain piarpamriasvadanam. A full draught
of an ocean of blissful nectar is served fo
the soul, who has been thirsty from time
immemorial.

“Sarvalma-snapanam param, vijayale
§ri-krsna-sankirtanam. This point has a
twofold meaning, one external and one
internal. Sarvdtman means all jivas. The
holy name bathes all souls with spiritual
bliss, knowledge and love. The transcen-
dental sound completely overcomes the
soul with His sublime potencies. But
atman has many meanings, as given by
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Atman means the
supreme absolute truth, the body. the
mind, the intelligence, endeavor, convic-
tion and nature. By uttering the pure
sound of mahamantra one invades the
very cause of everything that exists. The
mind, body and soul, and even nature it-
self can be changed into transcendental
nature by one exclamation of Hare Krspa.
Capture the sound waves which are the
cause of every item of existence and satur-
ate them with Hare Krsna. The result will
be the total transformation of energy. An
asrama, temple, and all the paraphernalia
in them are all divine. The environment
in which we live in the dérama is not the
same as the one in which we were born. It
is ‘there,’ it is Goloka, and the more we
progress in our sadhana the more He will
reveal Himself to us.

“One of the supreme forces in the de-
scent of the Hare Krsna mantra, Jayadeva
Gosvami, jagal-guru, has written a beauti-



ful verse in description of this process:
“O Hari Nima, You enter my ear and
touch my heart, and tears flow from my
eyes and fall to the ground; making soft
clay, my footprints are left for my suc-
cessors to follow my way.”

“It must be noted that if the guru is
bogus, then that name will not touch the
spiritual spark within the coverings of
mind and body. It may sound the same,
but it is not—just as milk and whitewash
look the same, but they are altogether dif-
ferent.

“Now many such artificial gurus are
about, and this fact is, as it were, camou-
flaging the genuine devotees. If someone
finds a treasure beneath a tree and marks
the tree with his initials and then comes
back to find every tree marked with the
same initials, he is unable to recall the
original tree.

“The original sentiments invoked by
the name are concentrated, blissful recol-
lections of the pastimes of Krsna. These
sentiments are in all souls and are five in
number: the neutral sentiment, the serving
sentiment, the sentiment of friendship,
parental sentiment, and the sentiment of
intimate love. Krsna is called akhila-
rasamrla-sindhu, the ocean of all transcen-
dental sentiment. In the Bhagavad-gita
Krsna says, ye yatha mam prapadyante,
taris tathaiva bhajamyaham: 1 reciprocale
all the different services rendered within
the sphere of these different sentiments,

or rasas.” Krsna uses the neutral devotees,
who do not take active engagement in His
interest, at His own sweet time and liking.
If He wants to play the flute He picks it
up, and He sets it down when He likes. To
His servants, He is the noble master. In this
relationship there is more facility to please
the master, to bring His food, His favorite
clothing. Yet there is still some hindrance,
since He may tell the servant to be gone,
and the servant must (Jbey out of rhlty.
The friendship rase has two stages. The
first stage is friendship with feeling of
respect and reverence. Arjuna has this type
of friendly relationship with Krsna. He
begs forgiveness from Krsna for unknow-
Illtrl\« calling Him in jest or for associating
w1[h Him without bowing down, ete.
When the friendship is more developed,
the respect and honorable formalities dis-
appear. Jumping on Krsna’s shoulders,
wrestling and playing as though Krsna
were lh(‘ll’ equal, Sudama, bl’lddn‘ld and
the other cowherd boys revel in endless
sports. Sometimes they even consider
Krsna their inferior: *Oh, Krsna; He’s the
youngest one of us. He’s also the lightest.
We can all overcome Him in wrestling, so
go lightly with Him.” As sugar cane juice
is concentrated into molasses and then
into crystal, so also the friendly rasa, with
added feelings, develops into parental af-
fection. ‘Krsna is my son,” says Mother
Yadoda. must always look after His
needs and protection. If 1 don’t see Him

for even five minutes I get so scared. I see
huge trees falling on Him and horrible
demons capturing Him. Oh, there You are!
Why do You scare Your mother like that?
Always stay in my presence, I can’t stand
to have You out of sight.” Even punish-
ment of the beloved is seen in this intimate
relationship.

“As concentrated sugar becomes rock
candy, so the parental exchange of rasas
condenses into conjugal love, in which
there is complete dedication to the desires
of Krsna, with no tinge of desire for one’s
own pleasure. ‘I am Yours’—complete, un-
conditional surrender. ‘If you trample my
body underfoot or embrace me fondly,
for Your pleasure I am happy. If You want
to throw me into hell and keep me far
from Your company, I am prepared to go.
If You forget me, I cannot forget You:
You are always my beloved.™

By this time His Holiness had become
exhausted. After forty years of lecturing
previous to the use of microphones, his
voice had become very thin. We were only
one inch apart, face to face.

Just then the loud gong began to toll in
crescendo, reaching four loud blasts and
reverberating into silence,

“Go down now. It’s time for aratrika.
Could you follow my words?”

“Yes,” 1 said.

“Did you like it?”

“Yes,

“That’s all right. Go down now.’

SANKIRTANA AND PUPPET SHOW
AT GRIFFITH PARK
—by Lalita devi dast

(ISKCON—Los Angeles)

The Los Angeles Sankirtana Party usu-
ally goes to the downtown area to preach
and chant during the week, but since it
was Thanksgiving Day, Saikirtana Party
was held at Griffith Park where large
crowds of people gathered to enjoy the
sun, music, friendzhip and dancing. The
devotees of Krsna do not celebrate Thanks-
giving only one day a year; we give our
prayer of thanks every day and every
waking moment. We try lo our
gralitude to the Lord by offering Him
loving service eternally. :

When the Sankirtana Party arrived at
Griffith Park on this sunny day, the
purpose of its members was to spread the
holy name of God to their brothers and
sisters. According to the scriplures, every-

show

one is searching for God bul most of us
are temporarily trapped in maya or illu-
sion. The mass of colorful devotees ad-
vancing on the scene was beautiful to the
eye; ;mll for the ear there was the sound of
transcendental conchshell, sweet mrdanga
drum and kartals (hand cymbals)—and the
loud and sweet singing of the Hare Krsna
mantra. Because Krsna is all-attractive,
His name is transcendentally pmn'rful-
thus large crowds were mum-(h.llt-]v al-
tracted. 'l he paraphernalia brought to the
park and on all saikirtana parties includes
a large picture of Krsna and one of
Prabhupada, the spiritual master. When
one looks upon these pictures he can
actually see Krsna and Prabhupida them-
selves! The picture of Krsna and the divine
person Krsna are nondifferent. Our tran-
scendental paraphernalia also includes in-
cense, Back to Godhead \]agu'f.inc. cards
and leaflets. We are engaged in inviting
people to sing Hare K]‘blhl =md to visit l]u:

temple of Sri Sri Radha-Krspa. We are
bringing paraphernalia to attract all the
senses. Through seeing pictures of Krsna
and Prabhupada and seeing the devotees
in person, one is attracted to Krsna by the
sense of vision or of sight. By hearing the
Hare Krsna mantra, one is attracted by the
sense of hearing. By smelling the incense
and flowers offered to God, one is at-
tracted by the sense of smell. By tasting
the spiritual prasadam, or food offered to
God, one is attracted by the sense of Laste.
By touching the instruments used for God,
or lldppuw one’s hands or touching japa
beads, one is attracted by the sense of
touch. We want to share these jewels of
transcendence with all living entities so
they can become self realize tl and worship
God in full joy. If all the senses are not
utilized for the satisfaction of God, they
will be used for the satisfaction of the
temporary body and thereby trap us in
the cycle of birth, death, old age and
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disease. If one is bound by the temporary
pleasure of this body, he will not be able
to transcend this material nature upon
leaving this body. And what’s more., he
risks Il(lll" thrown into a lower form of
life, like “II‘ plant or animal, and may be
forced to live on more hellish planets.

When the devolees placed themselves in
an auspicious spot al Griffith Park, about
three hundred people gathered around in

big circle: and the devotees began to
sing and dance with great ecstasy. A few
of the speclators ln'w.m Lo -|ntr and dance,
and more and more joined as lime went
on. Soon a group of about thirty people
joined hands and held a circle-dance,
intertwining among the devotees and the
crowd. The joy of chanting Hare Krsna is
that one is spontaneously attracted and
can immediate ly feel the joy emanating
from God. It is stated in the Hhu-rmndl
git@ that Krsna dwells as supersoul in the
Iu, arl of every living entity; the moment
one starts to chant Hare I\;.:.I.hl, the love of
God lying dormant in his heart is at once
revived. Our souls are crying out to be
revived, so let us tend to the needs of our
souls by singing the names of God. The
people who were sitting and listening were
certainly being ':pl]'lhld”\ |)1|u‘fltl<~d by
hearing the sound of God’s name, and we
LllL(]lll’dﬂ'L‘d everyone: please sing the Hare
Krsna mantra! (,ml is pleased when we
sing His name, and in this age of Kali there
is no other way to please God. If we call
out to Krsna and praise His energy and
pray for His mercy, He will protect and
guide us back home, back to Godhead.

By showing the picture of Prabhupida
to the men and women and children at
Griffith Park, we introduced them to the
guru  whose teachings are available to
everyone on this earth. His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedinta Swami is here to

".J}.;
teach us how to enter the kingdom of God.
He holds the secret treasure and is bringing
it out in the open for all. We cannot fully
appreciate the nectar of transcendental
fruit until we know something of the
creator of that fruit. The more you love
Krsna, the more He will love you and
guide you back to home, back to Godhead.
.r\fh,r the circle-dance, the puppet show
began. Visnujana dis is an experl pup-
peteer, and he pul on a beautiful puppet
show that attracted not only the children
but the adults as well. In addition, the
show carried the highest knowledge. The
puppets were sleeping in their I]l‘tl‘- in the
tent until they were aroused to put on
their show. '!‘]lc!}-‘ looked |(J\l'|)_‘ in their
brightly colored clothes of silk and satin
covered with pretty jewels. With perfect
precision and illuminating facial expres-
sions, Visnujana pul on a puppet show
that normally would have taken five
people to perform. He flashed back and
forth like lightning, expressing the quality
of each pupptt, an(l thus the puppets be-
came alive. Everyone there couldn’t help
but be amazed. The devolees were excited
like little children and were making some
of the sounds of the different puppets.
The play was about the gopi girlfriends
of Krsna. Riadha, who is the most beloved
gopi of Krsna, and Her associates Visakha
and Lalitd are talking amongst themselves.
Riadha is saying to “L.I' !rlt*n(l:-: “Oh dear
friend Lalita, sweet Visikha, Oh search
out that Krsna.” And Her friends call out:
“Syﬁlmlsundunl, are You near Your be-
loved river Yamunid resting Your blue
body?” **Search near the Ct»\ ardhana Hill,
gopis,” Ridhi says. My beloved does not
know where to place Himself, He cannot
distinguish bad places from good.” Lalita
and Visakha console Her. “*Oh dear Queen
Radha, be patient, for Krsna is not local-

ized, He is all-pervading. He is in the sky,
He is in the water, He is the supersoul in
everyone’s heart.” Ridha says, “Alas for
us, fair gopis, what have we to offer this
Lord Krsna when He owns our very soul?”
After the gopis, other puppets were
presented. The last part of the puppet
show was the exciting story of Bakasura,
the voracious stork. Hla voice was fero-
cious, as he was a terrible demon. One day
Krsna and Gopila and other cowherd boy-
friends were playing and looking for some-
thing {‘\L‘Illlllf to do. (1(}p‘tld fountl a cave
and "nlld ..Ll s play in here.” The cave
wis aLtuulI} the huge mouth of Bakasura,
and the demon stork was planning to de-
vour Krsna and His cowherd boyfriends.
As soon as they stepped inside, the stork
closed his mouth and said, *Now I've got
You, Krsna, You and Your friends. There
is no way oul.” The boys were not scared,
because llmy knew Krsna would save them.
Within the stork’s mouth, Krsna expanded
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His body to gigantic size, thus suffocating
the demoniac stork to death. Then Krsna
and His friends began to rejoice and sing
Hare Krsna. The puppet show was capti-
valing and thrilling. Afterwards many
people chanted Hare Krsna with us, and
there was some preaching of the philoso-
phy of Krsna consciousness. The crowd
scemed to enjoy Lhemselves.

It was a blissful day at Griffith Park; it
is so nice when many people and children
joinin and share this greal joy of God. The
joy that we all felt was just a drop of nec-
tar from the vast ocean of the eternal bliss
of Krsna consciousness. You will be secing
more and more of the devotees of Krsna
al the parks, colleges and market areas.
Whenever you hear the ringing of the
kartals, the sound of the mrdaige drum
and the chanting of Hare Krsna, join in
with us and help Lo spread love of God.




On the front cover, Lord Krsna, the Su-
preme Lord of the universes, is appearing
as a cowherd boy in Vrndavana. He is
worshiped by Lord Brahma, the four--
headed creator of this universe, whose song
of praise 16 Kﬁma, Brahma-sarhhita, can
found on page 3. -

ciple of Lord Brahma, who first broug
the Hare Krsna mantra to this planet earth.
 (See page 25)\ s
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