Godhead is light. Nescience i “darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.
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A SHORT STATEMENT OF THE
PHILOSOPHY OF KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) is a worldwide community of devotees practicing
bhakti-yoga, the eternal science of loving service to God. The Society was founded in 1966 by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, a pure devotee of God representing an unbroken chain of spiritual masters
originating with Lord Krsna Himself. The following eight principles are the basis of the Krsna consciousness move-
ment. We invite all our readers to consider them with an open mind and then visit one of the ISKCON centers to see

how they are being applied in everyday life.
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Devotees outside the Los Angeles Center of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness.

1. By sincerely cultivating a bona fide spiritual
science, we can be free from anxiety and come
to a state of pure, unending, blissful conscious-
ness in this lifetime.

2. We are not our bodies but eternal spirit
souls, parts and parcels of God (Krsna). As such,
we are all brothers, and Krsna is ultimately our
common father.

3. Krsna is the eternal, all-knowing, omnipres-
ent, all-powerful, and all-attractive Personality
of Godhead. He is the seed-giving father of all
living beings, and He is the sustaining energy of
the entire cosmic creation.

4. The Absolute Truth is contained in the
Vedas, the oldest scriptures in the world. The
essence of the Vedas is found in the Bhagavad-gita,
a literal record of Krsna’s words.

5. We should learn the Vedic knowledge from a
genuine spiritual master—one who has no
selfish motives and whose mind is firmly fixed
on Krsna.

6. Before we eat, we should offer to the Lord
the food that sustains us. Then Krsna becomes
the offering and purifies us.

7. We should perform all our actions as offer-
ings to Krsna and do nothing for our own sense
gratification.

8. The recommended means for achieving the
mature stage of love of God in this age of Kali,
or quarrel, is to chant the holy names of the
Lord. The easiest method for most people is to
chant the Hare Krsna mantra: Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rima,
Hare Rima, Rima Rima, Hare Hare.
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PRONUNCIATION OF SANSKRIT WORDS

Sanskrit words and names in BACK TO GODHEAD
are spelled according to a system that scholars
throughout the world use to show how to
pronounce each word. Vowels in Sanskrit are
pronounced almost as in Italian. The sound of the
short ais like the w in but. The long dis like the ain
far and held twice as long as the short a, and eis like
the ain evade. Long i is like the i in pique. The
vowel ris pronounced like the ri in the English
word ring. The ¢ is pronounced as in the English
word chair. The aspirated consonants (ch, jh, dh,
etc.) are pronounced as in staunch-heart, hedge-fog
and red-hot. The two spirants §and s are like the
English sh, and s is like the s in sun. So pronounce
Krsna as KRISHNA and Caitanya as CHAITANY A

ON THE COVER

Being an incarnation of the Supreme Lord
Krsna, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is also dear
to all living creatures. When He traversed the
holy forests of Vindavana, India, five hundred
years ago, all the animals, plants, and even

the insects became very jubilant. Cows
followed Him, peacocks danced, cuckoos sang,
and the deer came and licked His body.

(An original oil painting by Muralidhara disa.)
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The founder and original editor of BACK TO GODHEAD is His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida. Srila Prabhupada first came to the
United States in September of 1965, and by October of 1966 he and his firsc
American student had begun the International Society for Krishna Consciousness in
a small storefront in New York Cirty.

From the beginning, BACK TO GODHEAD magazine was an integral part of
ISKCON. In fact, it has often been called “the backbone of the Krsna consciousness
movement” by Srila Prabhupida, who began writing, printing and distriburting it
himself in 1944. Over the years, BACK TO GODHEAD has changed in many ways,
but its purpose has remained one: to present topics concerning Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, for the spiritual enlightenment of its readers.
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HARE KRSNA,

HARE KRSNA

KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE

HARE RAMA,

HARE RAMA

RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

It’s natural to praise
someone who does
something wonderful,
and God does the most
wonderful things of
all. He creates the en-
tire cosmic manifesta-
tion, orbiting count-
less planets and stars
with astonishing skill
and artistry. He gives
light to the sun and
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eternal truth about
Himself, which can
liberate us from all
suffering, and He
sends His representa-
tives to teach it.
Moreover, He Himself
descends into the ma-
terial world and per-
forms superhuman ac-
tivities to attract and
purify our minds.

fragrance to a rose, and He invests life in all that
lives. Whatever wealth, wisdom, beauty, strength,
fame or renunciation we see in this world is merely
a fragment of His opulence. He directs the wander-
ings of all living beings by expanding Himself into
everyone’s heart. Indeed, the entire universe is per-
vaded by His energy.

He gives humanity great scriptures revealing the

He knows everything—past, present and fu-
ture—and never forgets any service rendered to
Him, no matter how small. His glorious qualities
are unlimited, and He is known by millions of
names, like Krsna and Rima. The Hare Krsna
mantra is both a glorification of God and an appeal
to be engaged in His service. Find out more in this
issue of BACK TO GODHEAD.
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LIFE COMES FROM LIFE

- Srila Prabhupada: The whole world of science and
~ technology is running on the false idea that life is born
- from matter. We cannot allow this nonsensical theory
to go unchallenged. Life does not come from matter.
Matter is generated from life. This is not theory; it is
fact. Science is based on an incorrect theory; therefore
all its calculations and conclusions are wrong, and
. people are suffering because of this. When all these
istaken modern scientific theories are corrected,
- people will become happy So we must challengc the

- the entire society.
_ Matter changes in six phases:
birth, growth, maintenance,
- production of by-products,
' dwindling and death. But
the life within mat-
ter, the spirit

Can science create life in the laboratory’
- Oua mormng walk with his disciples, Srila Prabhupada explains
Why it’s not possible to produce life from chemicals, now or in the future.

eternal; it goes through no such changes. Life appears to
be developing and decaying, but actually it is simply
passing through each of these six phases until the ma-
terial body can no longer be maintained. Then the old
body dies and the soul enters a new body. When our
clothing is old and worn, we change it. Similarly, one
day our bodies become old and useless, and we pass on
to a new body.

As Krsna says in the Bhagavad-gita (2.13), dehino ’smin
yatha dehe kaumarati yawvanar jara/ tatha dehantara-praptir:
“As the embodied soul continually passes, in this body,
from boyhood to youth to old age, the soul similarly
passes into another body at death.” And a little later
(2.18): antavanta ime deha nityasyoktah saririnah. This
means that only the material body of the indestructible
and eternal entity is subject to destruction. This ma-
terial body is perishable, but the life within the body is
nitya, eternal.

According to the Vedas, the measurement of the soul

within the body is one ten-thousandth part of
the tip of a hair. This is very small; in fact,

it is atomic. Yet because of that atomic
spiritual energy, my body is working. Is

it so difficult to understand? Suppose a

man thinks himself very stout and

strong. Why is he stout and strong?

Only because within his body is a

CREATION. Innumerable universes
are generated from the transcen-
dental body of Lord Maha-Visnu,
an expansion of Lord Sri Krsna, the
original Supreme Personality of

Godhead.
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small spiritual spark. But as soon as the
spiritual spark is gone, his body dies and
his strength and vigor become void. If
scientists say that matter is the cause and
origin of life, then let them bring just
one dead man back to life by injecting
him with chemicals. But this they can-
not do.

[Srila Prabhupada points at a dead tree
with his cane.] Now here is matter. For-
merly leaves and twigs were growing
from this tree. Why are they not grow-
ing now? Can the scientists answer this
question?

Karandhara: They would say the
chemical composition has changed.

““The so-called scientists say that life begins from chemicals. But
the real question is, “‘Where have the chemicals come from?’

Dr. Singh: Since scientists cannot see
the spirit soul, they say its existence is
very doubtful.

Srila Prabhupada: How can they sce
it? It is too small to see. Where is such
seeing power?

Dr. Singh: Still, they want to sense it
by some means.

Srila Prabhupada: If you inject just
one grain of deadly poison into someone,
he immediately dies. No one can see the
poison or how it acts. But the poison is
acting nevertheless. In the same way, the
Vedas say that because the minute parti-
cle called the soul is within the body, the
whole body is working nicely. If I pinch
myself, I immediately feel it because I
am conscious all over my skin. But as
soon as the soul is absent, which is the
case when my body dies, you can take
this same skin and cut it and chop it, and
no one will protest. Why is this simple
thing so hard to understand? Is this not
detecting spirit?

Dr. Singh: That is the soul. But what
about God?

Srila Prabhupada: First of all let us
understand the soul. The soul is a small
God. If you understand the sample, then
you can understand the whole.
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Srila Prabhupada: All right, then if
they are so advanced in knowledge of
chemistry, they must supply the proper
chemicals to make branches and leaves
grow again.

Brahminanda Svami: Knowledge
means that one must be able to demon-
strate his theory. They should be able to
show in their laboratories that life is
caused by a combination of chemicals.
Srila Prabhupada: Yes, the scientific
method means first observation, then
hypothesis and then demonstration. But
these scientists cannot demonstrate their
hypothesis. They simply observe and
then speak nonsense.

Scientists say that the chemicals are
the cause of life. But all the chemicals
that were there when the tree was living
are still present. And life-energy is also
there. There are thousands of microbes
in the tree, and they are all living en-
tities. No one can claim that life-energy
is lacking in the body of this tree.

Dr. Singh: But what about the life-
energy of the tree itself?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is the dif-
ference. The living force is individual,
and the particular individual living en-
tity which was the tree has left. This

must be the case, since all the chemicals
that are necessary to support life are still
there, yet the tree is dead.

Here is another example: suppose I
am living in an apartment, and then I
leave it. I am gone, but many other liv-
ing entities remain there—ants, spiders
and so forth. It is not true that simply
because I have left the apartment, it can
no longer accommodate life. Other liv-
ing entities are still living there. It is
simply that I—an individual living
being—have left. The chemicals in the
tree are like the apartment; they are
simply the environment for the in-
dividual living force—the soul—to act
through. Thus the scientists will never
be able to produce life in the chemical
laboratory.

The so-called scientists say that life
begins from chemicals. But the real
question is, “Where have the chemicals
come from?” The chemicals come from
life, and this means that life has mystic
power. For example, an orange tree con-
tains many oranges, and each orange
contains chemicals—citric acid and
others. So where have these chemicals
come from? Obviously they have come
from the life within the tree. The scien-
tists are missing the origin of the chemi-
cals. They have started their investiga-
tion from the chemicals, but they cannot
identify the origin of the chemicals.
Chemicals come from the Supreme
Life—God. Just as the living body of a
man produces many chemicals, the
Supreme Life (the Supreme Lord) is pro-
ducing all the chemicals found in the at-
mosphere, in the water, in humans, in
animals and in the earth. And that is
called mystic power. Unless the mystic
power of the Supreme Lord is accepted,
there is no solution to the problem of the
origin of life.

Dr. Singh: The scientists will reply
that they cannot believe in mystic
power.

Srila Prabhupada: But they must ex-
plain the origin of the chemicals. Any-
one can see that an ordinary tree is pro-
ducing many chemicals; they cannot
deny it. But how does it produce them?
Since they cannot answer this, they must
accept that the living force has mystic
power. I cannot explain how my finger-
nail is growing out of my finger; it is
beyond the power of my brain. In other



words, it is growing by inconceivable
potency, or acintya-sakti. So if acintya-sakti
exists in an ordinary being, imagine how
much acintya-sakti God possesses.

The difference between God and me
is that although I have the same poten-
cies as God, I can produce only a small
quantity of chemicals, whereas He can
produce enormous quantities. I can pro-
duce a little water in the form of
perspiration, but God can produce the
seas. Analysis of one drop of seawater
gives you the qualitative analysis of the
sea, without any mistake. Similarly, the
ordinary living being is part and parcel
of God, so by analyzing the living beings
we can begin to understand God. In God
there is great mystic potency. God’s
mystic potency is working swiftly, ex-
actly like an electric machine. Machines
operate by certain energy, and they are
so nicely made that all the work is done
simply by pushing a button. Similarly,
God said, “Let there be creation,” and
there was creation. Considered in this
way, the workings of nature are not very
difficult to understand. God has such
wonderful potencies that the creation,
on His order alone, immediately takes
place.

Brahmananda Svami: Scientists don’t
accept God or acintya-sakti.

Srila Prabhupada: That is their
rascaldom. God exists, and His acintya-
Sakti also exists.

Karandhara: Scientists say that life
was created biochemically.

Srila Prabhupada: And Isay to them:
“Why don’t you create life? Your
biology and chemistry are very ad-

vanced, so why don’t you cre-
ate life?”

Karandhara: They say they
will create life in the future.
Srila Prabhupada: When in
the future? If the scientists know
the creative process, why can’t they
create life now? If life has a biochemi-
cal origin, and if biologists and chemists
are so advanced, then why can’t they
create life in their laboratories? When
this crucial point is raised, they say,
“We shall do it in the future.” Why in
the future? That is nonsense. Trust no
future, however pleasant. What is the
meaning of their advancement? They
are talking nonsense.

Karandhara: They say that they are
right on the verge of creating life.
Srila Prabhupada: But that is also the
future in a different way. They must ac-
cept that they still do not know the truth
about the origin of life. Since they are
expecting to be able to create life in the
future, presently their knowledge must
be imperfect, Their proposal is some-
thing like giving someone a post-dated
check. Suppose I owe you $10,000 and 1
say, “Yes, I will pay you the entire sum
with this post-dated check. Is that all
right?” If you are intelligent, you will
reply, “At present, give me at least five
dollars in cash so I can see something
tangible.” Similarly, the scientists can-
not produce even a single blade of grass
by biochemistry, yet still they claim that
life is produced from matter. What is
this nonsense? Is no one questioning
this? We can prove that life began from
life. Here is the proof: When a father

Like a frog who can’t ac-
cept the existence of any-
thing outside his own well,
a materialistic scientist
denies the existence of
God because God is out-
side his limited sensory ex-
perience

begets a child, the father is living and
the child is living. But where is the
scientist’s proof that life comes from
matter? We can prove that life begins
from life, and we can also prove that the
original life is Krsna. But what evidence
exists that a child is ever born out of a
dead stone? The scientists cannot prove
that life comes from matter. They are
leaving that aside for the future.
Karandhara: The basis of what the
scientists call “scientific integrity” is
that they talk only about what they can
experience through their senses.
Srila Prabhupada: Then they are
suffering from what we call “Doctor
Frog’s philosophy.” There was once a
frog who had lived all his life in a well.
One day a friend visited him and in-
formed him of the existence of the
Atlantic Ocean.

“Oh, what is this Atlantic Ocean?”
asked the frog in the well.

“It is a vast body of water,” his friend
replied.

“How vast? Is it double the size of this
well?”

“Oh no, much larger,” his friend
replied.
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“How much larger? Ten times the
size?”

In this way the frog went on calculat-
ing. But what was the possibility of his
ever understanding the depths and far
reaches of the great ocean? Our faculties,
experience and powers of speculation
are always limited. The frog was always
thinking in terms relative to his well. He
had no power to think otherwise.
Similarly, the scientists are estimating
the Absolute Truth, the cause of all
causes, with their imperfect senses and
minds, and thus they are bound to be
bewildered. The essential fault of the
so-called scientists is that they have
adopted the inductive process to arrive at
their conclusions. For example, if a
scientist wants to determine whether or
not man is mortal by the inductive pro-
cess, he must study every man to try to
discover if some or one of them may be
immortal. The scientist says, ““I cannot
accept the proposition that all men are
mortal. There may be some men who
are immortal. I have not yet seen every
man. Therefore how can I accept that
man is mortal?” This is called the in-
ductive process. And the deductive pro-
cess means that your father, your teacher
or your guru says that man is mortal, and
you accept it.

Dr. Singh: So there is an ascending
process of gaining knowledge and a de-
scending process?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes. The ascending
process will never be successful because
it relies on information gathered
through the senses, and the senses are
imperfect. So we accept the descending
process.

God cannot be known by the induc-
tive process. Therefore He is called
adhoksaja, which means “unknowable by
direct perception.” The scientists say
there is no God because they are trying
to understand by direct perception. But
He is adhoksaja; therefore the scientists
are ignorant of God because they are
missing the method of knowing Him. In
order to understand transcendental
science, one must approach a bona fide
spiritual master, hear from him sub-
missively, and render service to him.
Lord Krsna explains this in the
Bhagavad-gita (4.34): tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya,

Dr. Singh: There is a scientific journal
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called Nature. It contains articles con-
cerning natural products like plants and
animals, but it does not mention God —
only nature.

Srila Prabhupada: We may correctly
observe that plants are being produced
by nature, but we must ask, ‘“What has
produced nature?” To ask this question
is intelligence.

Dr. Singh: The scientists don’t think
about that,

‘““Nature means energy, and as
soon as you speak of energy, you
must accept that there is a
source of that energy.”

Srila Prabhupada: So they are fools.
As soon as we speak of nature, the next
question should be, * Whose nature?” For
instance, I speak of my nature, and you
speak of your nature. Therefore, as soon
as nature is mentioned, the next inquiry
should be, *“Whose nature?”

Nature means energy, and as soon as
you speak of energy, you must accept
that there is a source of that energy. For
example, the source of electric energy is
the electric powerhouse. Electricity is
not produced automatically. We must
install a powerhouse and a generator.
Similarly, in the Vedas it is said that ma-
terial nature is working under Krsna’s
direction.

Dr. Singh: So do you mean to say that
science has started from an intermediate
point—not from the original point?

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, that is it ex-
actly. They are ignorant of the origin.
The scientists start from one point—but
where does that point come from? That
they do not know, in spite of vast
research. One has to accept that the
original source is God, who is full of all
mystic powers and from whom every-
thing emanates. He Himself says in the
Bhagavad-gita (10.8): ahari sarvasya
prabhavo mattah sarvarh pravartate, ‘I am the
source of all spiritual and material
worlds, Everything emanates from Me.”
Our conclusions are not based on blind
faith; they are most scientific. Matter
comes from life. In life—in the origin—
there are unlimited material resources;
that is the great mystery of creation.
Modern scientific research is just like
Sankhya philosophy, which analyzes
material elements. Sankhya means “to
count.” We are also Sinkhya philoso-
phers to some extent because we count
and analyze the material elements; this
is land, this is water, this is air, this is
sunshine, this is fire. Furthermore, I can
count my mind, my intelligence and my
ego. Beyond my ego, however, I cannot
count. But Krsna says that there is exis-
tence beyond the ego, and that existence
is the living force—the spirit soul. This
is what the scientists do not know. They
think that life is merely a combination
of material elements, but Krsna denies
this in the Bhagavad-gita. Apareyam itas tv
anydri prakrtith viddhi me param: “‘Besides
this inferior nature there is a superior
energy of Mine.” (Bg. 7.5) The inferior
energy is the material elements, and the
superior energy is the living entity.

bhamir dpo 'nalo vayuh
kharir mano buddhir eva ca
aharikdra itiyaris me
bhinna prakrtir astadha

“Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, in-
telligence and false ego—altogether
these eight comprise My separated ma-
terial energies.” (Bg. 7.4) Krsna ex-
plains here in the Bhagavad-gita that vayu
(gas) comes from Him, and that finer
than the gases is kha (ether). Finer than
ether is the mind, finer than the mind is
intelligence, and finer than the intelli-
gence is the soul. But the scientists do
not know this. They can perceive only
gross things. They mention vdyu, but



““Material elements are not creative! The soul is creative. No one /
can create life with only matter, and matter cannot create itself.”

where does the vayu come from? Where
does the gas come from?

Dr. Singh: That they cannot answer.
Srila Prabhupada: But we can answer.
We have the knowledge that gas comes
from kha, or ether, and ether comes from
mind, mind comes from intelligence,
and intelligence comes from Krsna's
superior energy, the spirit soul.

Dr. Singh: Are both inferior and
superior energies studied in Sinkhya
philosophy.

Srila Prabhupida: No. Sankhya phi-
losophers do not know of superior en-
ergy. They simply analyze the material
elements, just as the scientists do.
Neither the scientists nor the Sinkhya
philosophers know anything of the spirit
soul. They are simply analyzing Krsna's
material energy.

Dr. Singh: They are analyzing the cre-
ative material elements?

Srila Prabhupada: Material elements
are not creative! The sou! is creative. No
one can create life with only matter, and
matter cannot create itself. You, a living
entity, can mix hydrogen and oxygen to
create water. But matter itself has no
creative energy. If you place a bottle of
hydrogen near a bottle of oxygen, will
they automatically combine without
your help?

Dr. Singh: No. They must be mixed.

Srila Prabhupada: Yes, the superior
energy—the living entity—is required.
Oxygen and hydrogen are inferior en-
ergy, but when the superior energy
mixes them, then they can become
water.

Inferior energy has no power unless
superior energy is involved. This sea
[indicating the Pacific Ocean] is calm
and quiet. But when superior force—
air—pushes it, high waves are created.
The sea has no power without the
superior force. Similarly, there is
another force superior to the air, and
another and another, until we arrive at
Krsna, the most superior force. This is
real research. Suppose a railroad train is
just starting to move. The engine pushes
one car, which pushes another and so on
until the entire train is moving. And the
whole motion originates with the
engineer, a living entity. Similarly, in
the cosmic creation, Krsna gives the first
push, and then, by means of many
successive pushes, the entire cosmic
manifestation comes into being. This is
explained in Bhagavad-gita: mayadhyaksena
prakrtih  siyate sa-caracaram. ‘“This ma-
terial nature is working under My direc-
tion, O son of Kunti, and is producing
all moving and unmoving beings. By its
rule this manifestation is created and an-
nihilated again and again.” (Bg. 9.10)

And a little later:

sarva-yonisu kaunteya
miirtayah sambhavanti yih

tdsari brahma mahad yonir
aharir bija-pradah pita

“All species of life are made possible by
birth in material nature, and I am the
seed-giving father.” (Bg. 14.4) For ex-
ample, if we sow a banyan seed, a huge
tree eventually grows up and produces
millions of new seeds. Each of these
seeds, in turn, produces another tree
with millions of new seeds, and so on. So
Krsna is the original seed-giving father.

Unfortunately, the scientists only ob-
serve the immediate cause, they do not
perceive the remote cause. There are two
causes —the immediate cause and remote
cause. Krsna is described in the Vedas as
sarva-kdrana-kdranam, “‘the cause of all
causes.” If you understand the cause of
all causes, then you understand every-
thing. Yasmin vijfiate sarvam evarh vijiidtarh
bhavati: “If you know the original cause,
the later, subordinate causes are auto-
matically known.” Although the scien-
tists are searching after the original
cause, when the Vedas, which contain
perfect knowledge, give the original
cause, they won’t accept. They keep to
their partial, imperfect knowledge. &k
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How
the Hare Krsno
Movement

Came to Africn

he story of how the Hare Krsna movement came to Africa

starts in 1971 in the United States. [ was in Tallahassee,
Florida, teaching an experimental course in Krsna conscious-
ness at the state university, when I received a letter from my
spiritual master, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, instructing me to go immediately to
West Pakistan for preaching work. I had very little money,
and I knew the trip to Pakistan would be long and arduous.
However, a disciple takes his spiritual master’s order as his
very life and soul, and I was determined that nothing would
stop me.

The first leg of my journey took me to New York City,
where a young brahmacari® assistant joined me; then the two
of us flew to London. From
London we went to Paris
via hydro-plane and rail. In

Paris 1 had a good oppor- |'|I5 Ilnlmess Bruhmnnnndu Svam

tunity to preach at
Dauphine University, the
Sorbonne, and to some yoga
groups. After a few days in
Paris, we boarded the
Orient Express for a forty-
eight-hour train ride to
Istanbul, Turkey.

First we crossed the
French, Swiss and Italian
Alps and then descended
onto the broad plains of
Italy, with its many grape
and olive farms. We saw
Genoa, Venice and Trieste
pass by our windows and
then entered Yugoslavia,
with its broad collective
farms of peasants. From
Belgrade our route took us
to Sophia, Bulgaria, then
through northern Greece

*single male student

and on into the European side of Turkey, where at last we en-
tered Istanbul.

n my compartment on the train during the entire trip was a

Turkish lady who had brought along an ample supply of
French bread and cheese. I had prepared some very nice
prasada’ consisting of upma (farina with butter, peppers and
spices), various vegetables, fried puris (a type of flat bread),
and some delicious sweets. When I offered some to the
woman on the first day, she refused, preferring her bread and
cheese. But on the second day she accepted some and liked it
very much. In fact, she ate sumptuously, and 1 took the op-
portunity to talk with her about Krsna consciousness. She was
very favorable and said she would pray to God for our suc-
cess. From this incident I
realized how important
prasada distribution is in
preading Krsna conscious-
ness. By eating prasida, a
person gradually becomes
spiritually purified and
receptive to the message of
Krsna consciousness.

In Istanbul we met two
boys—an American and a
Canadian—who were both
intelligent and spiritually
inclined. They were going
to India and decided to ac-
company us to Pakistan.
During the two-day train
ride to the Turkish hill-
town of Erzurum, the next
stop on our journey, I
talked constantly to the
two boys about Krsna con-
sciousness. The Canadian
was going to India on a
spiritual quest and was
writing a journal of his

*Food offered to Lord Krsna
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daily thoughts and experiences. He had titled it “A Journey
to the East,” after the famous book by Hermann Hesse, and
he was writing into it everything I said about Krspa con-
sciousness. He was also avidly reading our books. By the time
we reached Erzurum, he had learned all the prayers for offer-
ing prasada and was also chanting the Hare Krsna mantra on
Japa beads.

he train pulled into Erzurum in the morning, and we all

went to a nearby hotel to wait for the bus to Tabriz, Iran,
which was scheduled to leave the following morning. Since
we had a whole day, we decided to go out on sarkirtana
(congregational chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra). So we
took our drums, karatilas (hand cymbals) and some
pamphlats, went out into the village square, sat down and
started chanting Hare Krsna. A large crowd of several
hundred curious villagers quickly formed. Suddenly my
chanting was interrupted by a tap on the shoulder. When I
looked up I saw that we were surrounded by many policemen
and plainclothes detectives. They took us to the police station
and confiscated our passports. (Only later did I learn that
they suspected us of being Christian missionaries. In Turkey,
preaching Christianity is against the law.) They also took all
our books and pamphlets and sent them off to the university
for translation. They wouldn't let us call the American em-
bassy in Ankara, and worst of all, none of our captors spoke
English.

After several days in jail, we were finally permitted to live
outside in our hotel, although the police kept our passports so
we could not leave town. We then placed a telephone call to
the American embassy, but after several days of “inves-
tigating” our case, we had still heard nothing concerning our
release. Finally, we made our way to the university and met a
professor there who had studied in America. He was quite
friendly toward us when we explained our situation. After he
gave a favorable report about us to the police, they decided to
let us leave and continue our journey. They still wanted to
keep our books, though, and I had to become very forceful
with them and demand that the books be returned. At last,
seven days behind schedule, we boarded the bus for Tabriz,
marveling at how Lord Krsna protects His devotees.

On the bus to Tabriz, the Canadian and American boys
decided to go their own way. [ explained to them that if they
were going to India, they should make it a point to visit
Vrndavana. Ninety miles south of Delhi, Vrndivana is the
transcendental abode where Krsna appeared five thousand
years ago to exhibit His extraordinary pastimes. I later found
out that the Canadian boy did indeed go to Vrndavana and
stayed with one of our devotees.

w e spent one night in Tabriz and then went on to Tehran

and Meshed. In Meshed we got our visas for
Afghanistan and boarded a bus which took us across the
border into the city of Herat. From Herat we rode across the
desolate terrain of central Afghanistan until we came to Kan-
dahar. The use of opium and marijuana was very common
there, not only among the local population, but also among
many American and European hippies. The next town we
reached was Kabul, where we made the last connection
before entering Pakistan. After riding through the famous

Khyber Pass, an incredible masterpiece of nature, we finally
descended onto the warm plains of Pakistan. Our bus let us
down in Peshawar, and from there we took a train to Lahore.

I had planned to make Lahore my destination because it is
the leading university city in Pakistan. First I visited the
venerable Punjab University, where I spoke with the chair-
man of the philosophy and religion department. He thought
Krsna consciousness was a sectarian religion. I explained to
him that far from being a sectarian religion, Krsna conscious-
ness is the essence of all religion because it is the inseparable
quality of every living entity. Just as sweetness is the essential
quality of sugar (there is no such thing as sugar that is not
sweet), similarly, service is the essential quality of every liv-
ing entity. Everyone is a servant, from the street sweeper on
up to the president. The husband serves the wife, the wife
serves the children, the businessman serves his customers,
and the worker serves his boss. But ultimately everyone is a
servant of God, Krsna, the cause of all causes. How to fully
realize this fact and always act as a servant of God is the
science of Krsna consciousness.

o n the Punjab University campus, some students became

antagonistic when I spoke with them, telling me that the
Koran was the only book. But I showed them that one of our
books, The Nectar of Devotion, was written by a devotee who
was a high official in the Muslim government. Then they
listened intently, and invited me to speak at a philosophy
class. However, as the days went by, the number of incidents
grew. Students accused us of being spies and called us ill
names. Some people once rubbed the tilaka off our foreheads
and warned us not to walk on the streets or we’d be stabbed.

Meanwhile the political situation was becoming more and
more critical. The Pakistani government was whipping up
anti-Indian war fever. Newspapers and radio programs were
filled with anti-Indian propaganda. Finally, the local Hindus
told us that Pakistan was no place for us to be, so when the
fighting broke out over in East Pakistan, we reluctantly took a
Swissair flight from Karachi to Bombay, where Srila Prabhu-
pada had just started his Indian preaching program.

Unknown to me, Srila Prabhupada had read a newspaper
story reporting that four Hare Krsna missionaries from
America had been shot and killed by Pakistani soldiers. (In
East Pakistan my brother, Gargamuni Svimi, was also
preaching with an assistant.)

When 1 entered Srila Prabhupida’s room in Bombay to
offer him my humble obeisances, he was relieved to see me
well. He rose from his seat, came forward and embraced me.
Although I had been traveling and was dirty and sweaty, Srila
Prabhupida was so relieved to see me unharmed that he
embraced me again and again. From his touch I felt great
transcendental ecstasy. [ also felt great shame because I was so
unclean. 1 felt too sinful to be worthy of this wonderful
benediction. )

Soon after I arrived in Bombay, Srila Prabhupida decided
that I should go to Africa and preach. None of our men had
been there, and he was very pleased to contemplate that if I
went to Africa, we would then be preaching on the five major
continents of the world.

I did not know what to expect in Africa. A few hunting
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By train, plane, bus and boat, Brahmananda Svimi made his way from Paris to Mombasa in early 1971.

stories by Ernest Hemingway and some adventure films had
led me to believe that Africa was a place of jungles, wild
animals and primitive peoples. I naively thought there was no
electricity in Africa, so I gave my tape recorder away, gath-
ered together a few essentials—a drum, a pair of karatalas, and
a metal box full of Srila Prabhupida’s books—and prepared
myself for the journey.
SOOn after my assistant and I boarded the ship for Africa,
the seas became very rough, making the journey difficult.
Another problem was that although there was Indian-style
vegetarian food available, it was neither very palatable nor
cooked under especially clean conditions. I became absorbed
in thinking of Srila Prabhupada, who has vividly shown us
the meaning of real devotion: to preach Krsna consciousness
without concern for one’s own well-being. At the advanced
age of seventy, he traveled alone aboard a ship from India to
America in 1965. [ wondered at the difficulty he must have
endured traveling across the Atlantic Ocean during the Sep-
tember hurricane season. I thought of how he had also trav-
eled with only a metal box full of books, a pair of karatalas and
forty rupees (I had a bit more—$20) and of how he would
cook his plain meals on a little tin stove the captain’s wife had
given him. I remembered how he had wanted to get off the
ship and return to India, but had remained aboard, and how
he had even experienced a stroke during the trip. Who could
fail to be inspired by such an example!

Everyone in the world is concerned primarily with his
own well-being, but a self-realized soul—a pure devotee of
the Lord—is only concerned with fulfilling Krsna’s desire.
This selflessness is the essence of love. A pure devotee’s love

for Krsna is just like that of a mother who does not hesitate to
run in front of a moving car to save the life of her child. She
doesn’t think, “If I run in front of this car, I may be killed.”
No: because of her love for her child, she will risk her own
life. Similarly, one who is Krsna conscious also has this men-
tality of total surrender.

Although the sea journey was scheduled to take eight days,
only after a rough voyage of twelve days did the ship finally
arrive in the port of Mombasa on the coast of the east African
state of Kenya. Unfortunately, no one had told us that a first-
class return ticket was needed to enter Kenya, so we failed to
meet the immigration requirements. The immigration
officials would not let us disembark, and when the ship’s au-
thorities began talking about sending us back to India, I be-
came very discouraged. One day passed, and in the evening of
the second day a man approached me and struck up a conver-
sation. I explained my predicament to him, and he offered to
place a telephone call to our center in Bombay and have them
wire me a ticket. I gave him the $20. Another day passed.
Finally, on the fourth day, the ticket arrived but our Bombay
center had sent a third-class ticket instead of the first-class
one we required.

y this time, all the members of the crew as well as the

dock workers were talking about “the two Americans
dressed as Indian sidhus [saintly persons] who could not get
off the ship.” People would come to the dock and point to us
sitting on the ship’s deck. They said we would probably have
to go all the way back to India. Finally, the manager of the
shipping company agreed to issue us a first-class ticket, for
which we could repay him later. This satisfied the immigra-
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tion officials, and on the afternoon of the fourth day we took
our belongings and started walking down the gangplank. Just
then the ship’s whistle tooted, signaling departure within half
an hour.
n s we came down the gangplank, many dock workers,
officials, and other people crowded around us and started
cheering. They were very glad to see that we were successful,
and we were very glad to know that Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead, who is situated in everyone’s heart, was
taking care of us. I was now sure that Krsna wanted me to
preach in Africa.

After disembarking, we just stood on the dock for a while,
greatly relieved after sixteen days on board the ship. We had
no money and didn’t know where to go. Soon an Indian man
approached me, and we began conversing. He was very
favorable toward us and toward Krsna consciousness, and he
drove us in his car to a Hindu temple of Lord Siva. Within a
few moments we were safely ensconced in a comfortable
room with a fan, beds, a veranda overlooking a courtyard,
and other conveniences.

Each day people would come to see ““the American sidhus.”
They would offer us fruit, flowers, money and other
necessities, We were reminded of Mrgriri, the devotee of
Nirada Muni who had been a hunter by profession. He had
led a very sinful life, but after he became a devotee of Krsna,
his life was very peaceful and pleasant. He did not have to
hunt animals; people would bring him fruits and flowers and
many other things so that he could offer ample prasdda to the
Lord. Formerly, we had been like Mrgriri—hunters after the
illusory pleasures of intoxication, illicit sex, uncontrolled
tongue. But now, by the grace of Srila Prabhupida, we had
become purified of these things.

n uring this time, we were preaching exclusively to the In-

dian nationals in Africa, and we began to appreciate their
unique position among the world’s people. Because vestiges
of the deeply spiritual Vedic culture are still present in India,
the Indian people have respect for a sadhu, they are charitable
and kind, and they are not as mad after sense gratification as
people in the Western countries. They showed us their
character by helping us out in many ways during those dif-
ficult early days and by being enthusiastic to introduce us to
their compatriots. They would take us to various functions,
and we would speak on Krsna consciousness. Srila Prabhu-
pada had not given me any specific instructions on how to
preach in Africa, and somehow or other I concluded that I
should preach mainly to the Indians, just as Prabhupida was
doing in India. Remembering the incident in Erzurum, I was
reluctant to take Krsna consciousness to the local people—to
go out into the streets and chant Hare Krsna—although that
was my inclination. I didn’t know how the authorities would
react,

After a month and a half in Mombasa, I received an invita-
tion from an Indian family to go to Nairobi for Janmaistami,
Lord Krsna’s birthday celebration. Since Nairobi is three
hundred miles inland, we had to take a taxi across the broad,
flat African plains. We stopped frequently along the way to
view the many rhinoceroses, elephants, giraffes and other

wildlife. I came to know how really big Africa is. It contains
one-fifth of the world’s land, being almost as large as Asia
and twice as large as South America. The coastline of Africa
is as long as the earth’s diameter at the equator. It is sealed off
from the rest of the world by the foreboding Sahara Desert
and the Atlas Mountains in the north, and its shores are pro-
tected by huge sandbars and impenetrable thickets along the
coastlines. From the sea, many of its rivers, such as the Congo
and the Zambezi, are impassable due to the rapids and other
natural barriers. For many years, malaria prevented outsiders
from penetrating inland. For these reasons, the distinct life-
styles, languages and cultures of the people of Africa had for
the most part remained intact until fairly recently. Due to the
vast differences between each tribal group, there are only
nineteen people per square mile in Africa. Thus Africa con-
tains few real cities. Whenever food was found wanting,
people could easily move to a nearby tract of virgin land that
would provide all their needs.
w hen we arrived in Nairobi, we held a very successful
program at a Ridhi-Krsna temple. People were
astonished that Americans had taken to Krsna consciousness,
and they appreciated our kirtana and our lectures on Bhagavad-
gita very much. Many wanted to help us in our mission.

Shortly thereafter, three American devotees arrived. They
were sent by Srila Prabhupida, who by this time had reached
London. He had fallen ill there, and having heard that the
African climate is very healthful, he desired to come to Africa
to recuperate. First Srila Prabhupida came to Nairobi and
remained one night at the home of a life member with whom
we were staying. (This life member later surrendered at the
lotus feet of Srila Prabhupida and became his initiated disci-
ple.) We then arranged for Prabhupida to stay in a nice
house in Mombasa, in a location I had once described to him
as one of the most wonderful places in the world. When Srila
Prabhupida walked into his spacious, airy room overlooking
the aquamarine-colored sea and saw the cloudless skies, the
pleasant sunshine and the white sandy beach fringed with
palm trees, he said, *“Yes, Brahminanda, this is one of the
most wonderful places in the world.” Srila Prabhupida
quickly recovered his health with the help of the mild cli-
mate, the abundant varieties of fruits and vegetables, and
various rich milk-products. Prabhupida then decided to
return to Nairobi, the capital of the country, and launch the
African preaching campaign from there.

In Nairobi, Srila Prabhupida personally demonstrated
how a sannydsi should preach. We would stay at the homes of
various Indians, and although they provided very comfort-
able accomodations for us—nice food and sleeping quar-
ters—Srila Prabhupada would never stay in one home longer
than three days. He would travel from home to home, strictly
following the Vedic injunction that sannydsis should never
stay in one place for more than three days. This rule prevents
their becoming attached to bodily comforts as well as incon-
veniencing their hosts.

At each residence, Srila Prabhupada would hold intimate
talks with the gentlemen of the house and give dariana (au-
dience) to the family members and their friends in the after-
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noons. And in the evenings he would conduct kirtanas and
give lectures. In this way, Srila Prabhupida made good
friends with many prominent Indian people in Nairobi, and
they willingly became life members. Today they continue to
take an active interest in the Hare Krsna movement.
l ater, I expanded the life member program. I stayed for one
and a half months in Lusaka, Zambia, moving to a dif-
ferent residence every three days just as Srila Prabhupada had
done. In this way I was able to preach by example. People
could see firsthand how we rose before dawn, took a cold
bath, performed kirtanas and japa, and refrained from intoxi-
cation, illicit sex, meat-eating and gambling. A Vaisnava
preaches not only by his words, but also by his actions. This
separates us from so many bogus yoga groups, whose members
may be expert in speaking some speculative philosophy or
presenting yoga in a pleasing way to an audience, but who are
not able to practice in their private lives the austerity necess-
ary for spiritual realization.

Srila Prabhupada began encouraging me to preach directly
to the African people. “This is our real business in Africa,”
he said. So we organized a program at the University of
Nairobi, placed an ad in the newspaper, printed and dis-
played some posters, and distributed handbills. The night of
Srila Prabhupada’s lecture, the auditorium was so crowded
with African students that people had to stand outside to look
through the doors and windows. At the end of Srila Prabhu-
pida’s speech the students cheered. Then we had kirtana,
showed a film, and distributed prasida. As a result of this
engagement, we received a lot of favorable publicity.

T he next program Prabhupada instituted was preaching to

the general public. The first event was held in a hall situ-
ated in a rather shabby area of town. We went there one
evening and just opened the doors and started chanting.
Pretty soon the hall filled up with many curiosity seekers
right off the street. There was a full house when Srila
Prabhupada walked in, effulgent in his bright, silken robes.
He quickly passed among the curious people, got up on stage
and started chanting Hare Krsna. Then he spoke about the
meaning of human life. He said that the real aim of human
life is to understand that we are not this body but pure spirit
soul, and that our duty is to serve the Supreme Lord, Sri
Krsna. Most of the people could not understand what Srila
Prabhupada said, since they spoke only Swahili, but they all
enjoyed themselves nevertheless. They were all smiles, as
they danced, chanted and clapped. A few days later, Prabhu-
pida departed for India, having fully inspired us to carry on
the preaching work in Africa.

Soon afterward we organized our first outdoor kirtana per-
formance at Nairobi’s Kamakunji Park. We simply stood
under the largest tree there and started chanting. Soon a large
crowd gathered and immediately began chanting with us.
Some were even dancing in a sort of African shuffle step. We
had a battery-powered megaphone, and one young man
stepped forward and offered to translate our lectures into
Swahili, Everyone really enjoyed this. We then distributed a
sweet food preparation called bundi that the crowd liked even
more. Every weekend we held this program, and soon we be-
came well known.

In a specially-equipped van, devotees travelled around the
Nairobi area chanting, dancing and distributing prasiada.

Soon one young Kenyan joined our movement. This was
considered a great event by the local Swahili newspaper. It
published his photo with shaven head and tilaka and
headlined the story, “When You See These People, Don’t Say
‘Jambo!’ Say ‘Hare Krsna!’” (Jambo is the Swahili equivalent
of hello.)

B y this time we were holding sarikirtana processions in the

heart of downtown Nairobi and distributing literature.
We rented social halls in various housing estates for evening
programs. We would show a film of the Ratha-yitra festival
in San Francisco, and when the image of Lord Jagannitha ap-
peared on the screen, all the people would clap and cheer.
We purchased a vehicle with a distinctive roof carrier for
storing our literature and prasada utensils, and we fitted it out
as a gaily painted Hare Krsna Safari van, complete with a tape
player and a loudspeaker system. As we drove down the city
streets playing the tape of Srila Prabhupida chanting Hare
Krsna, people would stop and stare at us. Many would start
dancing in the streets. The first time we went into the local
villages to distribute prasida, we prepared the favorite national
food of Kenya—maize, meal and cabbage—but the people
were very reluctant to take it. “Don’t give us what we already
have on our tables,” one man called out. “Why don’t you
give us some of that sweet stuff!” Then all the children
would chant, “Sweets! Sweets! Sweets!”

Srila Prabhupida returned to Nairobi in January, 1972, to
preside at the World Hare Krsna Festival held at the Nairobi
city stadium. The British Broadcasting Company made a film
of the festival and also interviewed Srila Prabhupida, who
publicly initiated the first Kenyan devotee. This time Srila
Prabhupada stayed in our new temple, a spacious house we
had purchased in a residential area not far from the down-
town commercial section of Nairobi.

Before returning to India, Srila Prabhupida encouraged us
to further expand our preaching. Thus we made extensive
preaching safaris throughout northern and western Kenya, to
neighboring Tanzania and Zambia, and even down into
Salisbury, Rhodesia.

In each of the towns and in the surrounding villages,

(continued on page 15)
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SRIMAD-BHAGAVATAM
The Beautfel Hery of the Frvdonality of Jodbead

This is the continuing presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, India’s great spiritual classic written 5,000 years ago
by Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa, and now presented in a new translation with commentary by His Divine Grace A. C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. $rimad-Bhagavatam provides the key to how humanity can become united in
peace, prosperity and friendship around a common cause, That common cause is the spiritual oneness of all living
beings, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam presents a revolutionary ideology which can serve as the basis for the re-
spiritualization of society. There is no lack of mundane scientific advancement in today’s world, but what is lacking
is knowledge of the science of God. Therefore, in a world suffering from universal discord, anxiety and confusion,
there is no more important literature than this brilliant $rimad-Bhagavatam. If you would fike to obtain any single
volume or the entire series of the Bhigavatam currently in print, send for free catalog (use coupon on last page).

First Canto

“Creation”

Chapter Three
Krsna is the Source of All Incarnations

{continued)

TEXT 14
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rsibhir yacito bheje
navamarh parthivam vapuh

dugdhemdam osadhir vipris
tenayari sa usaftamah

rsibhih—by the sages; yacitah—being prayed for; bheje—accepted;
navamam—the ninth one; parthivam— the ruler of the earth; vapuh—body;
dugdha—milking: imam—all these; ogadhih—products of the earth; viprah—
O brahmapas; tena—by; ayam—this: soh—he; usattamah—beautifully attrac-
tive.

TRANSLATION

O brihmanas, the ninth incarnation of the Lord, prayed for by sages,
was King Prthu, who cultivated the land to yield various produces, and for
that reason the earth was beautiful and attractive.

PURPORT

Before the advent of King Prthu, there was great havo¢ of maladministra-
tion due to the vicious life of the previons king, the father of Mahdraja
Prthu. The intelligent class of men (namely the sages and the brihmapas)
not only prayed for the Lord to come down, but they also dethroned the
previous king. It is the duty of the king to be pious and thus look after the
all around welfare of the citizens. Whenever there is some negligence on
the part of the king in discharging his duty, the intelligent class of men
must dethrone him. The intelligent class of men, however, do not occupy
the royal throne because they have much more important duties for the
welfare of the public. Instead of oceupying the royal throne, they prayed
for the incarnation of the Lord, and the Lord came as Mahirdja Prthu.
Real intelligent men or qualified brahmanas never aspire for political
posts. Mahiirdja Prthu excavated many produces from the earth, and thus
not only the citizens became happy to have such a good King, but the
complete sight of the carth also became beautiful and attractive.

TEXT 15
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riipari sa jagrhe matsyam
ciksusodadhi-semplave

ndavy dropya mahimayyam
apid vaivasvatam manum

ripam—form; sah—he; jogrhe—accepted; matsyam—of fish; caksuga—
Caksusa; udadhi—water; samplave—inundation; ndvi—on the boal; dropya
~keeping on: mahi—the carth; mayydm—drowned in; apdt—protected;
vaivasvatam— Vaivasvata; manum—Manu, the father of man!

TRANSLATION

When there was a complete inundation after the period of the Ciksuss
Manu and the whole world was deep within water, the Lord accepted the
form of a fish and protected Vaivasvata Manu, keeping him up on a boat.

PURPORT

According to Sripada Sridhara Svimi, the original commentator on the
Bhigavata, there is not always a devastation after the change of every
Manu. And yet this inundation after the period of Caksuga Manu took
place in order to show some wonders to Satyavrata. But Sri Jiva Gosvami
has given definite proofs from authoritative scriptures (like Vispu-
dharmottera, Markandeya Purdpa, Harivarirda, ete.) that there is always
a devastation after the end of each and every Manu. Srila Viévanitha
Cakravarfi has also supported Srila Jiva Gosvimi, and he (Sri Cakravarti)
has also quoted from Bhigavatdmrtam asbout this inundation after each
Manu. Apart from this, the Lord, in order to show special favor to
Satyavrata, a devotee of the Lord, in this particular period, incarnated
Himself.

TEXT 16
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surdsurapam wdadhim
mathnatam mandaricalam

dadhre kamathe-ripena
prstha ekidade vibhuh

sura—the theists; asurdpdm—of. the atheists; udedhim—in the ocean;
mathnatim-churning; mandaricalam—the Mandaricalam Hill: dadhre—
sustained; kamatha—tortoise; riipena—in the form of; prsthe—shell; ekddase
—eleventh in the line: vibhuh —the greal.
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TRANSLATION

The eleventh incarnation of the Lord was in the form of a tortoise
whose shell served as a pivot for the Mandaracalam Hill, which was being
used as a churning rod by the theists and atheists of the universe.

PURPORT

Once both the atheists and the theists were engaged in producing nectar
from the sca so-that all of them could become deathless by drinking it.
At that time the Mandaracalam Hill was used as the churning rod, and the

shell of Lord Tortoise, the incarnation of Godhead, became the resting
place (pivot) of the hill in the sea water.
TEXT 17
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dhanvantarar dvadasamari
trayodafamaem eva ca

apdyayal suran anydn
mohinydmohayan striya

dhanvantarem—the incarnation of Godhead named Dhanvantari;
dvadasamam—the twelfth in the line; trayodasamam—the thirteenth in the
line; eva—certainly; ca—and; apdyayat—gave to drink; surin—the demigods;
anydn—others; mohinyd—by charming beauty; mohayan—alluring; striya—
in the form of a woman.

TRANSLATION

In the twelfth incarnation, the Lord appeared as Dhanvantari, and in
the thirteenth He allured the atheists by the charming beauty of a woman
and gave nectar to the demigods to drink.

TEXT 18
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caturdasarh narasirnhar
bibhrad daityendram arjitam
dadira karajair Grdv
erakam kata-krd yatha

caturdasam—the fourteenth in the line; ndrasimham—the incarnation of
the Lord as half man and half lion; bibhrat—advented; daityendram—the
king of the atheists; iirfitam—strongly built; daddra—bifurcated; karajaifi—
by the nails; Grau—on the lap; erakdm—canes; kata-krt—carpenter; yatha—
just like.

TRANSLATION

In the fourteenth incarnation, the Lord appeared as Nrsirhha and
bifurcated the strong body of the atheist Hiranyakadipu with His nails,
just as a carpenter pierces cane,

TEXT 19
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paiicadasam vaimanakarh
krtvagad adhvararh baleh
pada-trayarn ydcamanah
pratydditsus tri-pisfapam
paiicadasam—the fifteenth in the line; vdmanakam—the dwarf brikmana;
krtvd—by assumption of; agat—went; adhvaram—arena of sacrifice; baleh—
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of . King Balij pada-trayam—three steps only; ydcamdnah—begging;
pratydditsuh—willing at heart to return; tri-pistapam—the kingdom of the
three planetary systems.

TRANSLATION

In the fifteenth incarnation, the Lord assumed the form of a dwarf
brihmana [ Vamana|] and visited the arena of sacrifice arranged by Maharaja
Bali. Although at heart He was willing to regain the kingdom of the three
planetary systems, He simply asked for a donation of three steps of land.

PURPORT

The Almighty God can bestow upon anyone the kingdom of the uni-
verse from a very small beginning, and similarly, He can take away the
kingdom of the universe on the plea of begging a small piece of land.

TEXT 20
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avatdre sodasame
pasyan brahma-druho nrpan
trik-sapta-krtvah kupito
nihksatrim akaron mahim

avatdre—in the incarnation of the Lord; yodasame—sixteenth; pasyan—
seeing; brehme-druhah—disobedient to the orders of the brihmanas;
nrpin—the kingly order; trih-sapta—thrice seven times; krtvah—had done;
kupitah—being engaged; nik—negation: ksatram—the administrative class;
akarot—did perform; mahim—the earth.

TRANSLATION

As Bhrgupati, the sixteenth incarnation of the Godhead, the Lord
annihilated the administrative class [ksatriyas] twenty-one times, being
angry with them because of their rebellion against the brahmanas [the
intelligent class].

PURPORT

The ksatriyas or the administrative class of men are expected to rule the
planet by the direction of the intelligent class of men who give direction
to the rulers in terms of the standard §dstras or the books of revealed
knowledge. The rulers carry on the administration according to that direc-
tion. Whenever there is disobedience on the part of the ksatriyas or the
administrative class against ‘the orders of the learned and intelligent
brahmapas, the administrators are removed by force from the posts, and
arrangement is'made forbetter administration,

Jq: ARGA AN FeqIeA WA |
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tata}t saptadase jatah
satyavatyar pardsardt
cakre veda-taroh $akha
drstvd puritso lpa-medhasah

tatah—thereafter; saptadase—in the seventeenth incarnation: jdtah—
advented; satyavatydm-in the womb of Satyavati; pardsarat—by Parasara
Muniy cakre-~prepared; veda-taroh—of the desire tree of the Vedas; sakhah
—branches; drstvi—be - seeing; pumsah—the people in general; alpe-
medhasah-less intelligent.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, i the seventeenth incarnation of Godhead, Sri Vyiasadeva
appeared in the womb of Satyavati, wife of Parasara Muni, and he divided



Text 24]

the one Veda into several branches and sub-branches, seeing that the
people in general were less intelligent.

PURPORT

Originally the Vedu is one. But Srila’ Vyisadeva divided the original
Vedu into four, namely Sdma, Yajus, Rk, Atharva, and then again they
were explained in different branches like the Purdnas and the Mahabhdrata.
Vedic fanguage and the subject matter are very difficuit for ordinary men.
They are understood by the highly intelligent and self-realized brahmanas.
But the present age of Kali is full of ignorant men. Even those who are
horn by a brihmana father are, in the present age, no better than the
$adras or the women. The twice-born men, namely the brahmanas,
ksatriyas and vai§yas, are expected to undergo a cultural purificatory
process known as sarhskdras, but because of the bad influence of the
presenl age the so-called members of the brihmapa and other high order
families are no longer highly cultured. They are called the dvija-bandhu or
the friends and family members of the twice-born. But these duvija-bandhus
are classified amongst the sidras and the women. Srila Vyasadeva divided
the Vedas in various branches and sub-branches for the sake of the less
intelligent classes like the dvija-bandhus, $iidras and the women.

TEXT 22
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nara-devatvam dpannah
sura-karye-cikirsaya
samudra-nigrehadini
cakre viryany atah param

nara—human being; devatvem—divinity; dpannah—having assumed the
form of; sura—the demigods; kdrya—activities; cikirgaya—for the purpose of
performing: samudra—the Indian Ocean; nigraha-adini—controlling, ete.;
cakre—did perform: viryapi—superhuman prowess; ateh param—thereafter.

TRANSLATION

In the eighteenth incarnation, the Lord appeared as King Rima. In
order to perform some: pleasing work for the demigods, He exhibited
superhuman powers by controlling the Indian Ocean and then killing the
atheist King Rivana, who was on the other side of the sea.

PURPORT

The Personality of Godhead Sri Rama assumed the form of a human
being and appeared on the earth for the purpose of doing some pleasing
work for the demigods or the administrative personalities to maintain the
order of the universe. Sometimes great demons and atheists like Rivana
and Hiranvakasipu and many others become verv famous due 1o advancing
material civilization by the help of material science and other activities
with a spirit of challenging the established order of the Lord. For example.
the attempt to fly to other planets by material means is a challenge to the
established order. The conditions of each and every planet are different.
and different classes of human beings are accomodated there for particular
purposes mentioned in the codes of the Lord. But, puffed up by tiny
success in material advancement, sometimes the godless materialist chal-
lenges the existence of God. Ravana was one of them, and he wanted to
deport ordinary men fo the planets of Indra (heaven} by material means
without consideration of the necessary gualifications:: He wanted a stair-
case to be built up directly reaching the heavenly planet so that people
might not be required to undergo the routine of pious work necessary to
enter that planet. He also wanted to perform other acts against the
established rule of the Lord. He even challenged the authority of $i Rima
the Personality of Godhead and kidnapped His wife Sitd. Of course Lord
Rima came o chastise this atheist, answering the prayer and desire of the
demigods. He therefore took up the challenge of Rivana, and the complete
activity is the subject matter of the Rdmdyapa. Because Lord Ramacandra
was the Personality of Godhead, He exhibited superhuman activities which
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no human being, including the materially advanced Riavana, could perform.
Lord Rimacandra prepared a royal road on the Indian Ocean with stones
that floated on the water. The modern scientists have done research in the
area of weightlessness, but it is not possible to bring in weightlessness any-
where and everywhere. But because weightlessness is the ereation of the
Lord by which He can make the gigantic planets fly and float in the air, He
made the stones even within this earth to be weightless and prepared a
stone bridge on the sea without any supporting pillar. That is the display
of the power of God.

TEXT 23
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ekonavimie vimiatime
ursnisu priapya janmani

rama-krsnav iti bhuvo
bhagavin aharod bharam

ekonavirhde—in the nineteenth; wvimsatime—in the twentieth also;
vrspisu—in the Visni dynasty; prdpya—having obtained; janmani—births;
rima—Balarima; Irsnau—Sri Krgpa; iti—thus; bhuveh—of the world;
bhagavin—the Personality of Godhead; aharat—removed; bharam—burden.

TRANSLATION

In the nineteenth and twentieth incarnations, the Lord advented
Himself as Lord Balarima and Lord Krsna in the family of Vrsni [the
Yadu dynasty ], and by so doing He removed the burden of the world,

PURPORT

The specific mention of the word bhagavdn in this text indicates that
Balardma and Krsna are original forms of the Lord. This will be further
explained later. Lord Krspa is not an incarnation of the purusa as we
learned from the beginning of this chapter. He is directly the original
Personality of Godhead, and Balarima is the first plenary manifestation
of the Lord. From Baladeva the first phalanx of plenary expansions,
Visudeva, Sarikarsana, Aniruddha and Pradyumna, expands. Lord Sri
Krsna is Visudeva, and Baladeva is Safkarsana. '

TEXT 24

T Ot EAIR FEHE Gy |
T TG FR2Y ARy 191

tatah kalau sampravrtte
sammohdya sure-dvigim

buddho namnanijana-sutah
kikatesu bhavigyati

tatah—thereafter; kalau—the age of Kali; sampravrite—having ensued;
sammohdya—for the purpose of deluding; sura—the theists; dviggm—those
who are envious; buddhah—Lord Buddha; ndmnd—of the name; afijana-
sutah—the son of Afijana (Lord Buddha); kikatesu—in the province of
Gayi (Behar); bhavigyati—will take place.

TRANSLATION

Then, in the beginning of Kali-yuga, the Lord will appear as Lord
Buddha, the son of Afjana, in the province of Gaya, just for the purpose
of deluding those who are envious of the faithful theist.

PURPORT

Lord Buddha, a powerful incarnation of the Personality of Godhead,
appeared in the province of Gayd (Bihar) as the son of Aijana, and he
preached his “own conception of nonviolence and deprecated even the
animal sacrifices sanctioned in the Vedas. At the time when Lord Buddha
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appeared, the people in general were atheistic and preferred animal flesh
to anythingelse. On the plea of Vedic sacrifice, every place was practically
turned into a slaughterhouse, and animal killing was indulged in unrestrict-
edly. Lord Buddha preached nonviolence, laking pity on the poor animals.
He preached that he did not believe in the tenets of the Vedas and stressed
the adverse psychological effects incurred by animal killing. Less intelligent
men of the age of Kali, who had no faith in God, followed his principle,
and for the time being they were trained in moral discipline and nonvio-
lence, the preliminary steps for proceeding further on the path of God
realization. He deluded the atheists because such atheists who followed his
principles did not believe in God, but they kept their absolute faith in
Lord Buddha who himself was the incamnation of God. Thus the faithless
people were made to believe in God in the form of Lord Buddha. That was
the mercy of Lord Buddha: He made the faithless faithful to him.

Killing of animals before the advent of Lord Buddha was the most
prominent feature of the society. They claimed that these were Vedic
sacrifices. When the Vedas are not accepted through the authoritative
disciplic succession, the casual readers of the Vedas are misled by the
flowery language of that system of knowledge. In the Bhagavad-gitd a
comment has been made on such foolish scholars. The foolish scholars of
Vedic literature who do not care to receive the transcendental message
through the transcendental realized sources of disciplic succession are sure
to be bewildered. To them, the ritualistic ceremonies are considered to be
all in all. They have no depth of knowledge, according to the Bhagavad-
gitd. The whole system of the Vedas is to lead one gradually to the path of
the Supreme Lord. The whole theme of Vedic literature is to know the
Supreme Lord, the individual soul, the cosmic situation and the relations
between all these items. When the relation is known, the relative function
begins, and as a result of such a function the ultimate goal of life or going
back to Godhead takes place in the easiest manner. Unfortunately, un-
authorized scholars of the Vedas become captivated by the purificatory
ceremonies only, and natural progress is checked thereby.

To such bewildered persons of atheistic propensity, Lord Buddha is the
emblem of theism. He therefore first of all wanted to check the habit of
animal killing. The animal killers are dangerous elements on the path of
going back to Godhead. There are two types of animal killers. The soul is
also sometimes called the “animal™ or the living being. Therefore, both
the slaughterer of animals as well as those who have lost their identity of
soul are animal killers.

Mahirdja Parikgit said that only the animal killer cannot relish the
transcendental message of the Supreme Lord. Therefore if people are to
be educated to the path of Godhead they must be taught first and foremost
to stop the process of animal killing as above mentioned. It is nonsensical
to say that animal killing has nothing to do with spiritual realization. By
this dangerous theory many so-called sannydsis have sprung up by the
grace of Kali-yuga who preach animal killing under the garb of the Vedas.
The subject matter has already been discussed in the conversation between
Lord Caitanya and Maulana Chand Kazi Shaheb. The animal sacrifice as
stated in the Vedas is different from the unrestricted animal killing in the
slaughterhouse. Because the asuras or the so-called scholars of Vedic
literatures put forward the evidence of animal killing in the Vedas, Lord
Buddha superficially denied the authority of the Vedas. This rejection of
the Vedas by Lord Buddha was adopted in order to save people from the
vice of animal killing as well as to save the poor animals from the
slaughtering process of their big brothers who clamor for universal brother-
hood, peace, justice and equity. There is no justice when there is animal
killing. Lord Buddha wanted to stop it completely, and therefore his cult
of ahirhsd was propagated not only in India but also outside the country.

Technically Lord Buddha's philosophy is called atheistic because there
is no acceptance of the Supreme Lord and because that system of philoso-
phy denied the authority of the Vedas. But that is an act of camouflage
by the Lord. Lord Buddha is the incarnation of Godhead. As such, he is
the original propounder of Vedic knowledge. He therefore cannot reject
Vedic philosophy. But he rejected it outwardly because the sura-dvisa, or
the demons who are always envious of the devotees of Godhead, try to
support cow killing or animal killing from the pages of the Vedas, and this
is now being done by the modernized sannydsis. Lord Buddha had to
reject the authority of the Vedas altogether. This is simply technical, and
had it not been so he would not have been so accepted as the incarnation
of Godhead. Neither would he have been worshiped in the transcendental
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songs of the poet Jayadeva, who is a Vaisnava dcarya. He preached the pre-
liminary principles of the Vedas in a manner suitable for the time being
(and so also did Acéirya Saikariicirya) to establish the authority of the
Vedas. Therefore both Lord Buddha and Acirya Saiikara paved the path
of theism, and Vaisnava dcdryas, specifically Lord Sri Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, led the people on the path towards a realization of going back to
Godhead.

We are glad that people are taking interest in the nonviolent movement
of Lord Buddha. But will they take the matter very seriously and close the
animal slaughterhouses altogether? If not, there is no meaning to the
ahimsa cult.

Srimad-Bhagavetam was composed just prior to the beginning of the
age of Kali (about five thousand years ago), and Lord Buddha appeared
about 2,600 years ago. Therefore in the Srimad-Bhdgavatam Lord Buddha is
foretold. Such is the authority of this clear scripture. There are many such
prophecies, and they are being fulfilled one after another. They will in-
dicate the positive standing of Srimad-Bhdgavatam, which is without trace
of mistake, illusion, cheating and imperfection, which are the four flaws
of all conditioned souls. The liberated souls are above these flaws; there-
fore they can see and foretell things which are to take place on distant
future dates.

TEXT 25
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athasau yuga-sandhydydarm
dasyu-priyesu rjasu
jenitd vignu-yasaso
niémnd kalkir jagat-patih
atha—thereafter; asau—the same Lord; yuga-sandhydydm—at the con-
junction of the yugas; dasyu—plunderers; priyesu—almost all; rdjasu—the
governing personalities; janitd—will take His birth; vispu—named Vispu;
yasasah—surnamed Yasd; ndmnd—in the name of; kalkih—the incarnation
of the Lord; jagat-patih—the Lord of the creation.

TRANSLATION

Thereafter, at the conjunction of two yugas, the Lord of the creation
will take His birth as the Kalki incarnation and become the son of Visnu
Yasd, At this time the rulers of the earth will have degenerated into

plunderers.
PURPORT

Here is another foretelling of the advent of Lord Kalki, the incarnation
of Godhead. He is to appear at the conjunction of the two yugas, namely
at the end of Kali-yuga and the beginning of Satya-yuga. The cycle of the
four yugas, namely Satya, Tretd, Dvipara and Kali, rotates like the
calendar months. The present Kali-yuga lasts 432,000 years, out of which
we have passed only 5,000 years after the Battle of Kurukgetra and the
end of the regime of King Pariksit. So there are 427,000 years balance yet
to be finished. Therefore at the end of this period, the incarnation of Kalki
will take place, as foretold in the Srimad-Bhagavatam. His father’s name,
Vignu Yaéa, a learned brihmapa, and the village Sambhal are also men-
tioned. As above mentioned, all these foretellings will prove to be factual
in chronological order. That is the authority of Srimad-Bhagavatam.

TEXT 26
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avatand hy asankhyeyd
hareh sattva-nidher dvijah

yathavidasinah kulyah
serasah syuh sahasrasah

avatdrifh—incarnations; hi—certainly; asaitkhyeydh—innumerable; haref
—of Hari, the Lord; sattva-nidheh—of the ocean of goodness; dvijah—the
brihmapas; yathd—as it is; aviddsinah—inexhaustible; kulyah—rivulets;

sarasah—of vast lakes; syuh—are; sahasraah—thousands of.
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TRANSLATION

O brahmanas, the incamations of the Lord are innumerable rivulets
flowing from inexhaustible sources of water.

PURPORT

The list of incarnations of the Personality of Godhead given herein is
not complete. It is only a partial view of all the incarnations. There are
many others, such as Sha Hayagriva, Hari, Hamsa, Prénigarbha, Vibhu,
Satyasena, Vaikuntha, Sirvabhauma, Vidvaksena, Dharmasetu, Sudhama,
Yogeévara, Brhadbhanu, etc., in the bygone ages. Sii Prahlida Mahardja
said in his prayer, “My Lord, You manifest in as many incarnations as
there are species of life, namely the aguatics, the vegetables, the reptiles,
the birds, the beasts, the men, the demigods, ¢te., just for the maintenance
of the faithful and the annihilation of the unfaithful. You advent Y ourself
in this way in accordance with the necessity of the different yugas. In the
Kali-yuga You have incarnated garbed as a devotee.” This incarnation of
the Lord in the Kali-yuga is Lord Caitanya Mahdprablu. There are many
other places, both in the Bhdgavatam and other seriptures, in which the
incarnation of the Lord as $i1 Caitanya Mahdprabhu is explicitly men-
tioned. In the Brahma-santhild also it is said indirectly that although there
are many incarnations of the Lord, such as Rima, Nrsimha, Varaha, Matsya,
Kiirma and many others, the Lord Himself sometimes incarnates in person.
Lord Krsna and Lord $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu are not, therefore, incar-
nations, but the original source of all other incarnations. This will be
clearly explained in the next §loka. So the Lord is the inexhaustible source
for innumerable incarnations which are not always mentioned. But such
incarnations are distinguished by specific extraordinary feats which are
impossible to be performed by any living being. That is the general test to
identify an incarnation of the Lord directly and indirectly empowered
Some incarnations mentioned above are almost plenary portions. For in-
stance, the Kumiras are empowered with transcendental knowledge S
Narada is empowered with devotional service. Mahérdja Prthu is an em-
powered incarnation with executive function. The Matsya incarnation is
directly a plenary portion. So the innumerable incarnations of the Lord are
manifested all over the universes constantly without cessation, as water
flows constantly from waterfalls.

TEXT 27
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rsayo manavo deva
manu-putrd mahaujasah
kalah sarve harer eva
sa-prajapatayaf smrtah

rsayah—all the sages; manavah—all the Manus; devdfi—all the demigods;
manu-putrafi—all the descendants of Manu; mahd-ojasafi—very powerful;
kalah—portion of the plenary portion; sarve—all collectively; haref—of the
Lord; eva—certainly; sa-prajapatayah—along with the Prajapatis; smytah—
are known.
TRANSLATION

All the rsis, Manus, demigods and descendants of Manu, who are
especially powerful, are plenary portions or portions of the plenary
portions of the Lord. This also includes the Prajapatis.

PURPORT

Those who are comparatively less powerful are called vibhiiti, and those
who are comparatively more powerful are called avesa incarnations.

TEXT 28
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ete camsa-kaldh pumsah
krsnas tu bhagavin svayam
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indrari-vydkularh lokari
mrdayanti yuge yuge

ete—all these; ca—and; arido—plenary portions; kaldh—portions of the
plenary portions; pumsah—of the Supreme; krspah—Lord Krsna; tu—but;
bhagavin—the Personality of Godhead; svayam—in person; indra-an—the
enemies of Indra; vydkulam—disturbed; lokam—all the planets; mrdayanti
~gives protection; yuge yuge—in different ages.

TRANSLATION

All of the above-mentioned incarnations are either plenary portions or
portions of the plenary portions of the Lord, but Lord Sri Krsna is the
original Personality of Godhead. All of them appear on planets whenever
there is a disturbance created by the atheists. The Lord incarnates to
protect the theists.

PURPORT

In this particular stanza Lord Sri Krena the Personality of Godhead is
distinguished from other incarnations. He is counted amongst the avatdras
(incarnations) because out of His causeless mercy the Lord descends from
His transcendental abode. Avatdra means one who descends. All the incar-
nations of the Lord, including the Lord Himself, descend on the different
planets of the material world as also in different species of life to fulfill
particular missions. Sometimes He comes Himself, and sometimes His dif-
ferent plenary portions or parts of the plenary portions or His differen-
tiated portions directly or indirectly empowered by Him descend on this
material world to execute certain specific functions. Originally the Lord is
full of all opulences, all prowess, all fames, all beauties, all knowledge and
all renunciations. When they are partly manifested through the plenary
portions or parts of the plenary portions, it should be noted that certain
manifestations of His different powers are required for those particular
functions. When in the room small electric bulbs are displayed, it does not
mean that the electric powerhouse is limited by the small bulbs. The same
powerhouse can supply power to operate large-scale industrial dynamos
with greater volts. Similarly, the incarnations of the Lord display limited
powers because so much power is needed at that particular time.

For example, Lord Parafurama and Lord Nrsihha displayed unusual
opulence by killing the disobedient ksatriyas twenty-one times and killing
the greatly powerful atheist Hiranyakagipu. Hiranyakasipu was so powerful
that even the demigods in other planets would tremble simply by the
unfavorable raising of his eyebrow. The demigods in the higher level of
material existence many, many times excel the most well-to-do human
beings, in duration of life, beauty, wealth, paraphernalia, and in all other
respects. Still they were afraid of HirapyakaSipn. Thus we can simply
imagine how powerful Hiranyakasipu was in this material world. But even
Hiranyakagipu was cut into small pieces by the nails of Lord Nrsimha.
This means that anyone materially powerful cannot stand the strength
of the Lord’s nails, Similarly, Jamadagnya displayed the Lord’s power to
kill all the disobedient kings powerfully situated in their respeetive states.
His empowered incarnation, Narada, and plenary incarnation, Varaha, as
well as indirectly empowered Lord Buddha, created faith in the mass of
people. The incarnations of Rima and Dhanvantari displayed His fame,
and Balardma, Mohini and Vimana exhibited His beauty. Dattdtreya,
Matsya, Kumara and Kapila exhibited His transcendental knowledge. Nara
and Nirdyana Rsis exhibited His renunciation. So all the different incar-
nations of the Lord indirectly or directly manifested different features,
but Lord Krspa, the primevai Lord, exhibited the complete features of
Godhead, and thus it is confirmed that He is the source of all other incar-
nations. And the most extraordinary feature exhibited by Lord Sri Krsna
was His internal energetic manifestation of His pastimes with the cowherd
girls. His pastimes with the gopis are aii displays of transcendental exist-
ence, bliss and knowledge, although these are manifested apparently as
sex love. The specific attraction of His pastimes with the gopis should
never be misunderstood. The Bhdgavatam relates these transcendental
pastimes in the Tenth Canto. And in order to reach the position fo under-
stand the transcendental nature of Lord Krsna's pastimes with the gopis,
the Bhagavatam Eromotes the student gradually in nine other cantos,

Aceording to Srila Jiva Gosvimi's statement, in accordance with authori-
tative sources, Lord Krsna is the source of all other incarnations. It is not
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that Lord Krspa has any source of incarnation. All the symptoms of the
Supreme Truth in full are present in the person of Lord Sri Kysna, and in
the Bhagavad-gitd the Lord emphatically declares that there is no truth
greater than or equal to Himself. In this stanza the word svayam is
particularly mentioned to confirm that Lord Krspa has no other source
than Himself. Although in other places the incarnations are described as
bhagavdn, because of their specific functions, still nowhere are they
declared to be the Supreme Personality. In this stanza the word svayam
signifies the supremacy as the summum bonum.

The summum bonum Kygna is one without a second. He Himself has
expanded Himself in various parts, portlons and particles as svayam-riipa,
svayam-prakdéa, tadekitma, prabhava, v a, vildsa, a a, avesa, and
jivas, all provided with innumerable energies just suitable to the: respective
persons and personalities. Learned scholars in transcendental subjects have
carefully analyzed the summum bonum Krsna to have sixty-four principal
attributes. All the expansions or categories of the Lord possess only some
percentages of these attributes, But Sgr‘ij Krena is the possessor of the attni-
butes cent percent. And His personal expansions such as svayam-prakasa,
tadekdtmd up to the categories of the avatdras, who are all Vispu-tativa,
possess up to ninety-three percent of these transcendental attributes. Lord
Siva, who is neither avatdra nor avesa nor in between them, possesses
almost eighty-four percent of the attributes. But the jivas or the individual
living beings in different statuses of life possess up to the limit of seventy-
eight percent of the attributes. In the conditioned state of material exis-
tence, the living being possesses these attributes in very minute quantity,
varying in terms of the pious life of the living being. The most perfect of
living beings is Brahmi, the supreme administrator of one universe. He
possesses seventy-eight percent of the attributes in full. All other demigods
have the same attributes in less quantity, whereas human beings possess
the attributes in very minute quantity, The standard of perfection for a
human being is to develop the attributes up to seventy-eight percent in
full. The living being can never possess attributes like Siva, Vispu or Lord
Krsna. A living being can become godly by developing the sevenly‘elght
percent transcendental attributes in fullness, but he can never become a
God like Siva, Vispu or Krsna. He can hecome a Brahmi in due course. The
godly living beings who are all residents of the planets in the spiritual sky
are eternal associates of God in different spiritual planets called Hari-dhama
and Mahesa-dhama. The abode of Lord Krsna above all spiritual planets is
called Krsnaloka or Goloka Vrndivana, and the perfected living being by
developing seventy-eight percent of the above attributes in fullness can
enter the planet of Krsnaloka after leaving the present material hody.

TEXT 29
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Jjanma guhyari bhagavato
ya etat prayato narah
sdyarit pratar grpan bhaktyd
duhkha-grimad vimucyate

Jjanma—birth; guhyam—mysterious; bhagavatah—of the Lord; yah—one;
etat—all these; prayatah—carefully; narah—man; sdyam—evening; pratah—
morning; grpan—recites; bhaktyd—with devotion; dubhkha-gramat—from all
miseries; vimucyate—gets relief from.

TRANSLATION

Whoever carefully recites the mysterious appearances of the Lord,
with devotion in the morning and in the evening, gets relief from all
miseries of life.

PURPORT

In the Bhagavad-gita the Personality of Godhead has:declared that
anyone who knows the principles of the transeendental birth and activities
of the Lord will go back to Godhead after being relieved from this material
tabernacle. So simply knowing factually the mysterious way of the Lord’s
incarnation in this material world can liberate one from material bondage.
Therefore the birth and activities of the Lord, as manifested by Him for
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the welfare of the people in general, are not ordinary. They are mysterious,
and only by those who carefully try to go deep into the matter by spiritual
devotion is the mystery discovered, Thus one gets liberation {rom the
material bondage. It is advised therefore that one who simply recies this
chapter of Bhdgavatam, describing the appearance of the Lord in different
incarnations, in sincerity and devotion, can have insight into such birth
and activities of the Lord. The very word vimukti, or liberatica, indicates
that the Lord’s birth and activities are all transcendental; otherwise simply
by reciting them one could not attain liberation. They are therefore
mysterious, and those who do not follow the prescribed regulations of
devotional service are not entitled to enter into the mysteries of His
births and activities,

TEXT 30
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etad riipari bhagavato
hy ariipasya cid-atmanaf
mdyd-gunair viracitarm

mahadadibhir atmani

etat—all these; ripam—forms; bhagavatah—of the Lord; hi—certainly;
ariipasys—of one who has no material form; cit-dtmanch—of the transcen-
dence; mdyd—material energy; gunraih—by the qualities; viracitam—manu-
factured; mahat-adibhih—with the ingredients of matter; @mani—in the self.

TRANSLATION

The conception of the virita universal form of the Lord, as appearing
in the material world, is imaginary. It is to enable the less intelligent | and
neophytes] to adjust to the idea of the Lord having form. But factually
the Lord has no material form.

PURPORT

The conception of the Lord known as the viva-riipa or the virifa-riipa
is particularly not mentioned along with the various incarnations of the
Lord because all the incarnations of the Lord above mentioned are
transcendental, and there is not a tinge of materialism in their bodies.
There is no difference between the body and self as there is in the con-
ditioned soul. The virdte-riipa is conceived for those who are just neophyte
worshipers. For them the material virdta-riipa is presented, and it will be
explained in the Second Canto. In the virdfa-riipa the material manifesta-
tions of different planets have been conceived as His legs, hands, etc.
Actually all such descriptions are for the neophytes. The neophytes cannot
conceive anything beyond matter. The material conception of the Lord is
not counted in the list of His factual forms. As Paramitma or Supersoul,
the Lord is within each and every material form, even within the atoms,
but the outward material form is but an imagination, both for the Lord
and the living being. The present forms of ‘the conditioned souls are also
not factual. The ‘conclusion 'is that the material conception of the body of
the Lord as virdfa is imaginary. Both the Lord and the living beings are
living epirits and have original spiritual bodies respectively.

TEXT 31
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yathd nabhasi meghaugho
repur va parthivo’nile

evarh drastari driyatvam
aropitam abuddhibhih

yathd—as it is; nabhasi—in the sky; meghaughah—a mass of clouds:
repuh—dust; vi—as well as; parthivah—muddiness; anile—in the air; evam—
thus; dragtari—to the seer; drsyatvam—for the purpose of seeing; dropitam
—is implied; abuddhibhih—by the less intelligent persons.
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TRANSLATION

Clouds and dust are carried by the air, but less intelligent persons say
that the sky is cloudy and the air is dirty. Similarly, they also implant
material bodily conceptions on the spirit self.

PURPORT

It is further confirmed herein that with our material eyes and senses we
cannot see the Lord, who is all spirit. We cannot even detect the spiritual
spark which exists within the material body of the living being. We look to
the outward covering of the body or subtle mind of the living being, but
we cannot see the spiritual spark within the body. So we have to accept
the living being’s presence by the presence of his gross body. Similarly,
those who want to see the Lord with their present material eyes or with
the material senses are advised to meditate on the gigantic external feature
called the virdta-riipa. For instance, when a particular gentleman goes in
his car, which can be seen very easily, we identify the car with the man
within the car. When the President goes out in his particular car, we say,
“There is the President.” For the time being we identify the car with the
President. Similarly, less intelligent men who want to see God immediately
without necessary qualification are shown first the gigantic material
cosmos as the form of the Lord, although the Lord is within and without.
The clouds in the sky and the blue of the sky are better appreciated in this
connection. Although the bluish tint of the sky and the sky are different,
still we conceive of the color of the sky as blue. But that is a general
conception for the laymen only.

TEXT 32
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atah pararit yad avyaktam
avyiidha-gupa-byrhhitam
adrstdsruta-vastutvat
sa jivo yat punarbhavah

atah—this; param—beyond; yat—which; avyaktem—unmanifested;
avyiigha—without formal shape; gupa-brmhitam—affected by the qualities;
adrsta—unseen; asrute—unheard; vastutvat—being like that; sah—that;
jivah~ living being; yat—that which; punarbhavah—takes birth repeatedly.

TRANSLATION

Beyond this gross conception of form there is another subtle concep-
tion of form which is without formal shape and is unseen, unheard and
unmanifest. The living being has his form beyond this subtlety, otherwise
he could not have repeated births.

PURPORT

As the gross cosmic manifestation is conceived as the gigantic body of
the Lord, so also there is the conception of His subtle form, which is
simply realized without being seen, heard or manifested, But in fact all
these gross or subtle conceptions of the body are in relation with the living
beings. The living being has his spiritual form beyond this gross material or
subtle psychic existence. The gross body and psychic functions cease to
act as soon as the living being leaves the visible gross body. In fact, we say
that the living being has gone away because he is unseen and unheard. Even
when the gross body is not acting when the living being is in sound sleep,
we know that he is within the body by his breathing. So the living being’s
passing away from the body does not mean that there is no existence of
the living soul. It is there, otherwise how can he repeat his births again
and again?

The conclusion is that the Lord is eternally existent in His transcendental
form, which is neither gross nor subtle like that of the living being: His
body is never to be compared to the gross and subtle bodies of the living
being. All such conceptions of God's body are imaginary. The living being
has his eternal spiritual form, which is conditioned only by his maierial
contamination.

Krsna Is the Source of All Incarnations 39
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yatreme sad-asad-riipe
pratisiddhe sva-sarmvida
avidyayatmani krte
iti tad brahma-darianam

yatra—whenever; ime—in all these; sal-asal—gross and subtle; ripe—in
the forms of; pratisiddhe—on being nullified; sve-samvida—by self-
realization; avidyayd@—by ignorance; dfmani—in the self; krte—having been
imposed; iti—thus; tai—that is; brahma-darfanam—the process of seeing
the Absolute.

TRANSLATION

Whenever a person experiences, by self-realization, that both the gross
and subtle bodies have nothing to do with the pure self, at that time he
sees himself as well as the Lord.

PURPORT

The difference between self-realization and material illusion is to know
that the temporary or illusory impositions of material energy in the shape
of gross and subtle bodies are superficial coverings of the self. The cover-
ings take place due to ignorance. Such coverings are never effective in the
person of the Personality of Godhead. Knowing this convincingly is called
liberation, or seeing the Absolute. This means that perfect self-realization
is made possible by adoption of godly or spiritual life. Self-realization
means to become indifferent to the needs of the gross and subtle bodies
and to become serious about the activities of the self. The impetus for
activities is generated from the self, but such activities become illusory
due to ignorance of the real position of the self. By ignorance, self-interest
is calculated in terms of the gross and subtle bodies, and therefore a whole
set of activitics is spoiled life after life. When, however, one meels the self
by proper culture, the activities of the self begin. Therefore a man who is
engaged in the activities of the self is called jivanmukta, or a liberated
person even in the conditional existence.

This perfect stage of self-realization is not attained by artificial means,
but under the lotus feet of the Lord, who is always transcendental. In the
Bhagavad-gitd the Lord says that He is present in everyone’s heart, and
from Him only all knowledge, remembrance or forgetfulness take place.
When the living being desires to be an enjoyer of material energy (illusory
phenomena), the Lord covers the living being in the mystery of forgetful-
ness, and thus the living being misinterprets the gross body and subtle
mind to be his own self. And by culture of transcendental knowledge,
when the living being prays to the Lord for deliverance from the clutches
of forgetfulness, the Lord, by His causeless mercy, removes the living
being’s illusory curtdin, and thus he realizes his own self. He then engages
himself in the service of the Lord in his eternal constitutional position,
becoming liberated from the conditioned life. All this is executed by the
Lord through either His external potency or directly by the internal
potency.

TEXT 34
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yady esoparatd devi
mdya vai$dradi matih

sampanna eveti vidur
mahimni sve mahiyate

yadi—if, however; esi—they; uparatd—subsided; devi mdyd-illusory
energy; vaisdradi—full of knowledge; matih—enlightenment; sampannah—
enriched with; eva—certainly; iti—thus; viduh—being cognizant of; mahimni
—in the glories; sve—of the self; mahiyate—being situated in.
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TRANSLATION

If the illusory energy subsides and the living entity becomes fully
enriched with knowledge by the grace of the Lord, then he becomes at
once enlightened with self-realization and thus becomes situated in his

PURPORT

Being part of the absolute transcendence, all the Lord’s forms, names,
pastimes, attributes, associates and energies are identical with Him. His
transcendental energy acts according to His omnipotency. The same energy
acts as His external, internal and marginal energies, and by His omnipoten-
cy He can perform anything and everything through the agency of any of
the above energies. He can turn the external energy into internal by His
will. Therefore by His grace the external energy, which is employed in
illusioning those living beings who want to have it, subsides by the will of
the Lord in ferms of repentance and penance for the conditioned soul.
And the very same energy then acts to help the purified living being make
progress on the path of self-realization. The example of electrical energy
is very appropriate in this connection. The expert electrician can utilize
the electrical energy for both heating and cooling by adjustment only.
Similarly, the external energy, which now bewilders the living being into
continuation of birth and death; is turned into internal potency by the
will of the Lord to lead the living being to eternal life. When a living being
is thus graced by the Lord, he is placed in his proper constitutional position
to enjoy eternal spiritual life.

TEXT 35
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evarh janmani karmapi
hy akartur ajanasya ca
varpayanti sma kavayo
veda-guhydni hrt-pateh
evam—thus; janm&ni—'birﬂi; karmani—activities; hi—certainly; akartuh—
of the inactive; ajanasya—of the unborn; ca—and; varpayanti—describe:
sma—in the past; kavayah—the learned; veda-guhyini—undiscoverable by
the Vedas; hrt-pateh—of the Lord of the heart.

TRANSLATION

Thus learned men describe the births and activities of the unbhorn and
inactive, which is undiscoverable even in the Vedic literatures. He is the
Lord of the heart.

PURPORT

Both the Lord and the living entities are essentially all spiritual. There-
fore both of them are eternal, and neither of them has birth and death.
The difference is that the so-called births and disappearances of the
Lord are unlike those of the living beings. The living beings who take
birth and then again accept death are bound by the laws of material
nature. But the so-called appearance and disappearance of the Lord
are not actions of material nature, but are demonstrations of the internal
potency of the Lord. They are described by the great sages for the

[Canto 1, Ch. 3

purpose of self-realization. It ‘is stated in the Bhagavad-gita by the Lord
that His so-called birth in the material world and His activities are all
transcendental. And simply by meditation on such activities one can attain
realization of Brahman and thus become liberated from material bondage.
In the Srutis it is said that the birthless appears to take birth. The Supreme
has nothing to do, but because He is omnipotent, everything is performed
by Him naturally, as if done automatically. As a matter of fact, the
appearence and disappearance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
His different activities are all confidential, even to the Vedic literatures.
Yet they are displayed by the Lord to bestow merey upon the conditioned
souls. We should always take advantage of the narrations of the activities
of the Lord, which are meditations on Brahman in the most convenient
and palatable form.

TEXT 36
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sa va idarh visvem amogha-lilah
srjaty avaty atti na sajjate ‘smin
bhiitesu cantarhita atma-tantrah
sad-vargikarn jighrati sad-gunesah

sah—the Supreme Lord; va—alternately; idam—this; visvam—manifested
universes; amogha-lilah—one whose activities are spotless; syjati—creates;
avati atti—maintains and annihilates; na—not; sajjate—is affected by; asmin
—in them; bhiitesu—in all living beings; ca—also; antarhitah—living within;
atma-tantrah—self-independent; sif-vargikam—endowed with all the poten-
cies of six opulences; jighrati—superficially attached, like smelling the
fragrance; saf-gupesah—master of the six senses.

TRANSLATION

The Lord, whose activities are always spotless, is the master of the six
senses and is omnipotent and full with six opulences. He creates the
manifested universes, maintains them and annihilates them without being
in the least affected. He is within every living being and is always
independent.

PURPORT

The prime difference between ‘the Lord and the living entities is that
the Lord is the creator and the living entities are the created. Here He is
called the amogha-lilah, which indicates that there is nothing lamentable
in His creation, Those who create disturbance in His creation are them-
selves disturbed. He is transcendental to all material afflictions because
He is full with all six opulences, namely wealth, power, fame, beauty,
knowledge and renunciation, and thus He is the master of the senses. He
creates these manifested universes in order to reclaim the living beings who
are within them suffering threefold miseries, maintains them, and in due
course annihilates them without being the leasl affected by such actions.
He is connected with this .material creation very superficially, as one
smells odor without being connected with the odorous article. Non-godly
elements therefore can never approach Him, despite all endeavours.

(continued in next issue)



(continued from page 14)

we held a full program of kirtana, film shows, lectures, life-
membership enrollments, and literature and prasada distribu-
tion. Then we held sarikirtana processions down the main
street. Finally we called upon prominent citizens to subsidize
the cost of complete sets of Srila Prabhupida’s books and five-
year subscriptions to BACK TO GODHEAD magazine, which
we then donated in their names to all the towns’ libraries,
schools and colleges. These institutions were extremely
grateful to receive a gift of books from abroad. Large quan-
tities of magazines were also subsidized, which we then dis-
tributed to the people at token cost.

In Lusaka, Zambia, a group of wealthy Indian life mem-
bers became very enthusiastic about our preaching to the
local people. Anxious to participate, they all agreed to come
to a program we were holding that night at a social hall in a
low-income area of town. In the evening they all arrived at
the hall in a caravan of large Mercedes cars. As soon as they
entered the hall, a large crowd of children gathered outside.
They were excited from the afternoon, when we had driven
through the area with our loudspeakers blaring a bouncy
Hare Krsna kirtana. Hundreds of kids had run after our truck,
and we had thrown leaflets to them announcing the evening
program. Now they were singing Hare Krsna outside the hall
at the top of their lungs. So we opened the doors and they
flooded in —an ecstatic swirling mass of beautiful, black kids.
Once they were inside, we started a tumultuous kirtana. The
life members had never expected anything like this. They
had come wearing their finest clothes and gold jewelry. I in-

vited them to come up and take refuge on the stage, and they
did so, sitting down very stifly and chanting in their usual
sedate way while trying not to see what was happening all
around them. The kirtana was so ecstatic that I jumped off the
stage and danced with the kids until we were all exhausted.
Then we showed the Ratha-yitrd film and sent them home
with prasida. The members later agreed that from then on we
could do all the preaching ourselves, and they would just help
out with contributions.

hen we returned to Nairobi, practically every Kenyan

greeted us with “Hare Krspa™ or “Hare Rima.” Even
the shoeshine boys were chanting one of our Hare Krsna
tunes. [ was reminded of Vrndivana, India, the transcenden-
tal village where Lord Krsna appeared on earth, 5,000 years
ago. There all the residents chant Hare Krsna and greet each
other by vibrating the holy name. Previously I had written a
letter to Srila Prabhupada expressing how much I appreciated
Vrndavana, and he had replied that this was very good and
that I should try to spread the Vindavana spirit to Africa.
Now it appeared to me that, by his grace, Nairobi had be-
come a black Vrndivana.

In this way, Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s Hare Krsna
movement came to Africa—not by our efforts, but by Srila
Prabhupiada’s. We are simply following what he has told us to
do, and what he has done himself. &K

His Holiness Brahmananda Svami is personal secretary to His
Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada and represents
Africa as one of ISKCON’s twelve Governing Board Commissioners.

SOUNDS OF TRANSCENDENCE

Beyond the realm of time and space.

Krsna Meditation

His Divine Grace sings and
plays harmonium. Pure devo-
tional music in praise of Krsna.

Single LP....$4.95 R1
Double LP....$7.95 R1A
Cassette.....$3.95 Cc1
Link Up to the most important ;
spiritual master in the world today Govinda

His Divine Grace sings classic
prayers with sarod accompani-

with a Golden Avatar tape subscrip-
tion. Each week you'll receive lec-

tures, interviews, classes and inti- ment,

mate conversations with His Divine gg‘sgel:t:‘:""gg'gg g: Yes, please send me these Krsna
Grace. GRS conscious tape cassettes and
India records today!
Set A Acyutananda Svami sings 0 O a
One cassette a week for four weeks. $8. Bengali Vaisnava songs. o Ri g o] O C1 O SetA
; R1A R4 c2 SetB
(outside U.S.A. and Canada $10.) Single LP....$4.95 R3 0 0 O
R2 Cc3 SetC
Cassette.....$3.95 C3

SetB Enclosed please find $ total payment

One cassette a week for ten weeks. $19. Gopinatha in cash, check or money order payable to
(outside U.S.A. and Canada $24.) A beautiful arrangement of this Golden Avatar Productions, 3764 Watseka
Bengali song blending both Ave., Los Angeles, Ca. 90034
Set C Eastern and Western instru- Name
Three cassettes a week for six weeks. $35. ments. At ase
(outside U.S.A. and Canada $42.) 45 rpm....$1.25 R4 o
ity

(outside U.S. and Canada please add $1.00 postage) State Zip




Letters

The editors of BACK TO GODHEAD welcorme correspondence pertaining to spiritual enlightenment.
All letters will receive personal replies, and correspondence of general interest will be published regularly.

Dear Editors,

It has been one year since I received
my copy of Bhagavad-gita As It Is from
your mail-order department. Since then
I have read it through twice and am
almost through it again. It is the kind of
book that fascinates me. And to one of
my tendencies it speaks a thoroughly
understandable message. Strangely, from
childhood up I have never felt at home
in my own culture. The material things
that so fascinate our people leave me
cold and always have.

I understand perfectly the purport of
the Gita’s great discipline, and if 1
weren't so old (over eighty-one) I could
integrate myself quite well with its phi-
losophy. It is so satisfyingly complete —
ancient, yet as modern as today. It is an
awesome, ageless wonder.

All my reading, for the brief time
allotted me, will be from the Gitg be
assured. Enclosed is my check for a sub-
scription to your BACK TO GODHEAD
magazine, The last issue I received was
from some devotees who tarried here for
a while in 1973.

Believe me to be faithfully,

Mrs. A. Marguerite Kuersteiner
Louisville, Kentucky

Dear Mrs. Kuersteiner,
Thank you for your very kind letter.
We are most pleased to have you as a

subscriber to BACK TO GODHEAD,

By submissively hearing the message
of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, you are already
integrating yourself with the Gita’s phi-
losophy. As Lord Krsna says, “And 1
declare that he who studies this sacred
conversation worships me by his intelli-
gence.” (Bg. 18.70) The sincere senti-
ment you so nicely express in your letter
proves that age is no barrier to Krsna
consciousness.

Dear Editors,

Let me offer my praise and thanks to
you for your efforts in spreading love of
God in the Western world. In this age
we are all sorely in need of spiritual en-
lightenment, and we have been greatly
served by you.

16 BACK TO GODHEAD

I have a question that has been trou-
bling me. I can understand the impor-
tance you place on the exalted science of
bhakti-yoga and on receiving knowledge
through an unbroken chain of spiritual
masters, but is there no room for other
methods, other religions and other
Burus?

Malachy Grange
Yonkers, New York

Dear Mr. Grange,

Your question reveals a common mis-
understanding that many people have
about religion: that it is a creation of
man and thus subject to many in-
terpretations. Actually, religion is cre-
ated by God and is, therefore, eternal
and unchanging. There may be many
faiths in the world —such as Christian,
Muslim or Hindu—but the one immuta-
ble constant in all of them is the
development of love of God through
unalloyed service to Him. How to ac-
tually achieve this goal of love for God —
the essence of all religion —is the science
of bhakti-yoga delineated in Bhagavad-gita.

To fully understand the importance of
receiving knowledge through disciplic
succession—a chain of authentic

spiritual masters—one must first under-
stand the importance of the Vedas.

The goal of Vedic knowledge is ex-
plained by Lord Krsna in Bhagavad-gita:
vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyah. “By all
the Vedas am [ to be known.”
(Bg. 15.15) And what is the process for
knowing Krsna? In the Eighteenth
Chapter, verse 55, He says: bhaktya mam
abhijanati. “One can understand Me only
by devotional service.” The goal of
Vedic study is therefore realized by one
who practices bhakti-yoga under the
direction of a genuine spiritual master.

The method of chanting the holy
names of the Lord to achieve spiritual
perfection is also supported by Vedic evi-
dence. In the Brhan-naradiya Purana it is
said:

harer nama harer nama
harer namaiva kevalam

kalau nasty eva nastya eva
ndsty eva gatir anyathi

“In this age of Kali (quarrel and hy-
pocrisy) the only means of spiritual
realization is chanting the holy name of
the Lord. There is no other way, no
other way, no other way.”

Krsna Conscious Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spinitual calendar that divides the year into twelve months, each named fora
different form of krsna. The year is full of Krsna conscious festivals, and some of the upcoming ones are listed
here. The devotees of the ISKCON center nearest you will gladly tell you about the meaning of these festivals

Year 489, Caitanva Era
Vaisnava Month of Kesava (November 19—December 18, 1975)

Utpannd-ekadasl (fasting, Ekadadi Piraga belate

from grains and beans). 9:38am. -
Disappearance of Srila

Kaliya Krsnaddsa Thakura.

Krsna-paksa [dark fortnight)

Disappearance of Srila

Saranga Thakura.

Disappearance of Srila
Madhusadana disa
Babaji.

Odana-sasthi of Lord
Jagannatha.

Sukla-paksa (bright fortnight)

Moksada-ekidasi (fasting
from grains and beans.

Ekadasi Pirana before
9:45 am.

Saphald-ekadasi  (fasting
from grains and beans)
Disappearance of Srila
Devananda Pandita.

Disappearance of Srila
Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati
Thikura Prabhupada

Krsna-paksa (dark fortmight) of the month of Nardyana

Disappearance of  Srila
Mahesa Pandita.

Ekadasi  Parana
9:53 am.

belore




Farm Report

Over the past eight years, the International Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness has established successful farming communities in various parts of the
world. As national economies flounder and cities go bankrupt, ISKCON’s
farms flourish and grow, proving that the Krsna consciousness movement is
providing not only potent spiritual knowledge, but a viable alternative lifestyle
as well. There's full employment for everyone and natural prosperity when
everything’s done for Lord Krsna. For more information please visit or write
any of the farms listed in opposite column.

ATLANTA (Mulberry, Tennessee)—Last June, ISKCON
devotees from Atlanta purchased a 250-acre farm in the
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains of southern Ten-
nessee. Graced with beautiful green hillsides for pasturing the
cows, the farm also has verdant forests for shade and lumber,
bottomland and hilltops for grain production, and abundant
springs of clear, pure water flowing into many ponds.

The first challenge we encountered was erecting adequate
dwellings. The two barns on the property were in good
shape, but the small, hundred-year-old house was hardly
suitable as a temple and living quarters for fifteen devotees. In
a short time we completed three cement-block houses, each
of which can hold two couples. A large combination temple
and kitchen should be finished this winter. In addition, a
solid marble temple is scheduled for spring, and the hundred-
year-old house has been refurbished and now has a beautiful
temple room, fresh outside paint and an insulated dormitory.
Thus everyone is comfortably situated for the winter.

We are finding that Krsna’s instructions in Bhagavad-gita
are not only spiritually purifying but economically sound as
well. In the Gitd Krsna says there must be a class of men
dedicated to farming and cow protection. Krsna has sent us
eight cows to protect, and, as soon as Yamuni (our expectant
cow) has her calf, there will be sufficient milk for both the
farm and the Atlanta temple (about seventy-five devotees).
And by the end of this year we will have harvested literally
tons of grains—enough to supply both ourselves and nearby
temples with chapatis (whole wheat bread) for the entire
year. The garden is flooded with eggplants, tomatoes, zuc-
chini and beans, and this winter we will grow spinach, col-
lards and turnips. With such abundance always at hand, gra-
ciously supplied by God, what need is there for hellish
slaughterhouses to unnecessarily give pain to innocent
animals?

Gradually our village will expand and develop according
to the Vedic standard of peace, harmony and spiritual culture.
Srila Prabhupada has explained that if our farm projects
around the world are successful then modern industry will no
longer be necessary. We will not have to make propaganda;
people will see our example and automatically reject the ar-
tificial way of life. From the farm we can obtain all
necessities—milk, fruits, grains, vegetables and fodder—to
satisfy both the animals and ourselves materially, and then
we can all focus our energies on spiritual development. This
is the perfection of Vedic village life: to be self-sufficient and
live peacefully and happily in Krsna consciousness.

Balavanta dasa

AFRICA: Johannesburg. 5. Africa—58 Multer SL, Yeovillel 43-2006; Lusaka, Zambia—Twin Palms Aoad, P.O. Box an

(Central Africal. Mombasa. Kenya—Maungano Rcad. P.O. Box B4224, East Africa: Nalrobl, Kenya—Muhcion: Close.
Ngara Rd. P.O. Box 28946 (E. Afncall 331568; Port Louis, Mauritius—23 Weblington Ave, Quatre Bornes, P.O. Box 718

ASIA; Bombay, India—Hare Knshna Lang, Gandhi Gram Road, Jubu, Bombay 400 054/ 578-373; Calcutta, India—
3 Albert Road, 70017/ 43-3757, Hyderabad, India—Hare Krishna Land, Nampally Station Foad, AF. Jakara. In-
donesia—Gg: Kelinci IV: B-A; Hong Kong—38 Mody Rd 4 I, Tsim Sna Tsuy, Kowloon/ 3-668061; Madras, India—50,
Aspiran Gardens. 2nd Street. Kilpauk, Magras- 107612515, New mm Indiu 19 Todar Mal Lane, New Delne 110001,
Tehean, lran—P.O. Box sa 1540 Nam-an Tokyo, Ji Mikajima Ohaza 284/
1428-24-5532, Temple, l‘.‘.'n.nmnra Foad, Rzman Reti, Maihura. UP! 178

AUSTRALIA: Adelaide, Australla—13A Frome St. SAJ 223-5115, Aukland, New Zealand—57 Gribblehirst Rz, Mt
Albertl G68-666; Lautoka, Fiji—4 Nasoki Street. P.O. Bax 125; Melbourne, Australia— 187 Danks St, Albert Park. Victona/
329-9844; Sydney, Australia—Comer Wights Rd. and Drummoyne Ave., Drummoyne, NSW,

EUROPE: Amsierdam, Holland —Herengracht 36/ 020-249210; C: h ggerve] 11, 2660 Brond by
m Enlnnmqh Scolland—14 Forrust Rd, United Kingdom EHi 20N, [Frankfurt A mh) W, Gmun\r—ﬁ!nﬂ

055 06174-21357, Geneva. Switzerland —5, Chemin du Credc, 1213 Petit Lancyf
Dﬁl 318; Londan, Enmanﬂ =7 Bury Place, Bioomsbury WIC1/01-4051463; Paris, France— ﬂwLeSm 75016 Paris/
127-0202, Rome, Italy—S5ede Centrale’ Via Mistretts 2. (Piazza Lodi) 00182, 1453

Grevgatan 18/ 607881,

LATIN AMERICA: Buenos Aires, Argentina—Ecuador 473 Caracas, Venezuela—Calle Luis Roche No 61, Cum De
Los Chaguaramos! T6-74-57; Mexico City, Mexico—Gobemnador Tiburcio, Montiel 45, San Migue, o C
18/277-3124, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico—55 Jorge Romany. Santa Rita 009250 (808) T64-1373; San Augustine,
Trinidad and Tobago—comer of Gordon Streets and Santa Margarita Circular, San Awushm_ I'nmuaw EEz dauﬁ San
Jose, Costa Rica—Halillc No 3. Calle Costa Reca Mo 12/26-3248; Santo ¥
Rodriguez No 36 Sao Paulo, Brazil—Av Alranio Peixoto. No 457

THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA: Ann Arbor. Michigan—718 W. Madison 48103 (313) 5656340, Atlanta,
Georgia— 1287 Ponce de Leon Ave NE 30306/ (404) 378-8182; 200 B Ave.
Calongvile 21228 (301) 78B-6783. Berkeley, Californin—2334 Stuarl 5L 94705 (415) B43-7874. Boston,

72 C A 02116/ 1817) 536-1660; Bullalo, New York— 132 Bidwel! Pkwy. 14222/ (T16)
B82-0281; Charlotle, North Carolina—R1 7. Bax B70, Mallard Creok Road, 28213 (T04) 586-5151; Chicago, Illinois—
1014 Emarson St, Evanston 60201/ i312) 475-9126, Cleveland, Ohio— 15720 Euchid Ave, E Cleveland 44112/ (218)
B51.9367, Dallas, Texas—5430 Guriey Ave 75223/ (214) B27-6330, Denver, Colorado— 1400 Crerry St 80220¢ (303}
333-5461, Detroit, Michigan—B8311 E Jellerson Ave 48214/ [313) B24-6000. Gainesville. Florida—321 5W Depot Ave
1250"1904: 377-1496; Honolulu, Hawali—51 Coelho Way 38817/ [B08) 595-3947. Houston, Texas—1111 Rosalie S,
77004, (713) 526-5850; Laguna Beach, Calilornia—641 Ramona Ave 82651/ (714) 4949172, Los Angeles. Califor-
nia—3764 Watsexa Ave 50034/ (213) B71-0717, Miami, Florida— 10900 Coral Way, 33165/ (305) 552-1766, Montreal,
Canada— 1826 Pie IX Brva H1V 2C5/ (514) 527-1101; New Orleans. Louisiana—2536 Esplanade ave 70115/ (504)
488-1313, New York, New York—340-348 West S5th 51, 10019 (212) 566-7235, Ookala, Hauml—-PCl Box 112,
86774, Otlawa, Canada—224 Besserer St. Ontanol (513) 236-8091; 424 E WWooalawn 5t
191441 (215) 8451767, Phoenix, Arizona—7802 N 27th Ave B5021. (02) 985-1241; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—
4626 Forbes Ave 15213/ (412) 683-7700. Portland. Oregon—2805 SE Hawthome 87214/ (503) 234-1755; Radhd-
Démodara Traveling Sankirtana Paries—P O Box 22436 Tampa. Flonda 23622 (813) 253-3505; St. Louis,
Missouri—4544 Laclede Ave 53108/ (314) 361-1224, San Diego, California— 3300 Third Ave. 82103/ (714) 291-7778,
San Francisco, California—3008 Laguna 5t 84123 (415) 567-7440. Seattle, Washington —400 15ih Ave East 98102/
[206)328-9348. Toronto, Canada— 187 Gerrard 5t East Ontano M5A JE5/ (416 922-5415, Vancouver, Canada~—1774
West 16th Ave. Vancouver-8, B.C/ 1604) 7328422, Washington, D.C.—2015 "0" 5t NW/. 20008 (202) 667-351€, Win-
nipeg. Canada—160 Home 5t. Manitobal (204) 775-3575

ISKCON FARMS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD: Bridesville, B.C., Canada—VOH 18O, Rock Mt Road) (804) 446-2436;
Buflalo, New York—(write ISKCON, Bullaicl, Carriere, Mississippi—R1 No 2. Bor 440 39426 (601) 798-6705
Delaplane. Virginia—At No. 1, Box 22, 22025/ (703) 364-2156; Indre, France—Lucay-Le-Male 3660 Valencay. Kililj,
Kenya, Alrica—lwrite ISKCON Nairobsl, Londan, England—Bnaktvedanta Manar, Lelchmare Heath, Watford WD2 BEP,
Hertlordshire! Radiett. code 9246, 7244; Mayapur, India—ISKCON Intermational Center, PO Sree Mayapur Dham, W.
Benge! (District Nadia), Mulberry, Tennessee—Rt No. 1, Box 146A 3?35&!’ (615) 753.7058; New Vrindaban, West
Virginia—R 0. No 1. Box 820, McCreary's Ridge 26041/ (304) B45-2790. Port Royal, Pennsylvanta—R D Mo 1, 17082/
1717) 527-2483
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AFRICA'S
BRIGHT
FUTURE:

Independence
Through Krsna
- (onstiousness

Practical solutions to Africa’s
economic, political and social problems.
An interview with His Holiness
Chayavana Svami, Chairman of
ISKCON'’s African Mission.

BTG: What do you regard as the challenge of the ISKCON
mission in Africa?
| , 4 Chayavana Svami: The
B challenge of the African
" mission is the same
challenge we find every-
Il where in the world: to go
#1 out and present Krsna con-
| ™% sciousness as we have been
k‘ taught it by our spiritual
&/ master, and to convince
people that Krsna conscious life is the solution to the
problems of modern day society by showing our practical
example.
BTG: The Christian missionary movement has been very
active in Africa for about one hundred years and has played a
very important role in the, continent’s development. How
do your philosophy and practices differ from theirs?
Chayavana Svimi: The Christian missionaries have ac-
tually done a lot of good work in Africa. They have taught
the people that God exists and that one should offer Him
respect. But because their philosophy is based on a material
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Pioneers of the Krsna
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consciousness movement in Africa chant Hare Krsna on the beach at Mombasa, Kenya.

Chc
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At ISKCON’s farm community (above) in the village of Kilifi, just north of
Mombasa, a devotee teaches local youngsters how a portable irrigation pump
works. Although the community depends largely upon manual farming tech-
niques, a limited amount of basic machinery is also utilized.

/) ot

Devotees give the cows special attention. Below, a farm worker bathes Maharani,
a thoroughbred Freesland cow from Europe who gives about sixteen pounds of
milk a day. Bathing the cows three times a week helps prevent tick fever and
other diseases.
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conception of human welfare, they are
mainly concerned with things like open-
ing hospitals and schools, which can
only temporarily alleviate suffering.
They do not understand that the in-
dividual is actually spiritual —an eternal
part of God or Krsna—and that real
human welfare is to awaken people to
this truth, which can actually liberate
them from all material miseries.

BTG: What are the advantages of work-
ing here in Africa rather than in
America or in Europe?

Chiyavana Svimi: The main advan-
tage is having a field that is still un-
developed. In one sense we can call
Africa a new frontier for Krsna con-
sciousness. The continent is tremen-
dous—it is a vast conglomerate of fifty-
four nations—and there are many
challenges yet uncovered. Of course, in -
any part of the world there is oppor-
tunity for preaching, but Africa is es-
pecially suitable because it’s a unique
combination of East and West. We find
not only large universities and modern
cities but simple village life as well. We
can preach Krsna consciousness on both
levels. There are also many native In-
dians here, and this gives us an oppor-
tunity to make life members, as we do in
India. So we have a very broad field for
our missionary activities.

BTG: I've heard you're establishing a
varpdsrama program in Africa. Can you
explain what vamdsrama is?
Chiayavana Svami: Vamdsrama is a
comprehensive system of social
organization designed to uplift everyone
to the platform of spiritual understand-
ing. In the varndsrama system there are
four spiritual orders and four functional
classes. The four functional classes are
the brihmanas, the ksatriyas, the vaisyas
and the sidras. The brahmanas are the
most intelligent members of society. As
the spiritual authorities, they give direc-
tion to the ksatriyas, who administer the
government and protect the citizens.
The vaisyas engage in trading, cow pro-
tection and farming, and in this way
support the other three classes. And the
$idras or laborers assist the other three
classes. The four spiritual orders are the
brahmacaris (single male students),
grhasthas  (householders following the
regulative principles of spiritual life),
vanaprasthas (those who are retired from



household life), and sannydsis (those who
have completely renounced everything
for the purpose of self-realization).
BTG: Is the vamdsrama system the same
as the caste system?

Chayavana Svami: Yes, but it is not
the artificial caste system prevalent in
India today, which is based on
birthright. If I claim to be a brahmana be-
cause my father was a brahmana, that is
artificial. For example, suppose a
qualified doctor has a son. The son is not
automatically a doctor. He may become a
doctor, but he is not bom a doctor.
Similarly, the son of a brahmana is not
automatically a brahmapa. He must ac-
tually qualify himself as a brahmana. The
system we advocate accepts a brahmana
by qualification, not by birth. This is the
caste system given by Lord Krsna for the
benefit of human society.

BTG: When someone joins your mis-

How plants grow—and how they can grow better
the interest of the Kenyan governm

programs.

sion, how do you determine his place in
the varndsrama system?

Chayavana Svami: We don’t force a
person into a specific vama or asrama. We
simply let him work according to his
propensities, and he naturally falls into
one of these categories.

BTG: How can the vamdsrama system
solve the problems of society?
Chiayavana Svami: In the vamdsrama
system, everyone’s energies are directed
toward serving God. Iiavdsyam idar sar-
vam. This means that God is the supreme
controller and owner of everything.
Thus when everyone cooperates in using
everything in His service, He provides
all the necessities of life. In this way
society becomes peaceful, free from the
disturbances created by a godless
civilization.

BTG: How are you introducing this
program here in Africa?

e D *y s vl .
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—is the subject of this class on the Ki
ent which has recently promised ISKCON another plot of land to expand its

Chayavana Svami: At present we
have a small-scale project in the coastal
village of Kilifi, near Mombasa, Kenya.
We live among the villagers, teach
Krsna consciousness at rcgular meetings,
and apply the vamdsrama philosophy.
We're getting very good results in Kilifi,
and the government has recently prom-
ised us another plot of land where we
will expand our activities.

BTG: How will the vamasrama system
change the present economic structure
of Africa?

Chiayavana Svami: The basic prin-
ciple is to go back to the land. For exam-
ple, here in Mauritius, the European col-
onists came to exploit. They took the
land, which was at one time used for
raising the necessities of life, and turned
the island into a one-crop economy. In
this way people became dependent upon
foreign imports for their subsistence.

~
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lifi farm. The farm has attracted
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And because they were dependent, the
prices could be controlled, and the
people were forced into such a degraded
position that they could barely get by
from day to day. The whole idea of im-
porting and exporting, which came
about as a result of colonialism, is simply
artificial. If the land is properly used
with an aim toward self-sufficiency,
then the people will not be dependent
for their livelihood upon importing and
exporting. We are trying to present the
idea of varndsrama on a small scale with
an aim toward self-sufficiency. If a man
can become self-sufficient in providing
food for himself by proper use of the
land and by keeping a few cows, then his
primary problem is solved. Using the
same land and the same simple process,
he can also construct a small house and
live very peacefully there with his
family. Then he can begin to make cloth
to provide clothing, and by following
this system he will become completely
freed from the unwanted things in
society that simply cause agitation and
disturbance. He will be in an ideal at-
mosphere for cultivating Krsna con-
sciousness, the real purpose of life.

BTG: You mentioned that trade is ar-
tificial. But doesn’t it yield the benefit of
promoting contact between various
peoples? Wouldn’t total self-sufficiency
lead to indifference and hostility be-

| B

tween different people of the world?
Chayavana Sviami: No, the only
valuable connection between coun-
tries—as between individuals—is on the
platform of Krsna consciousness. Every
individual living entity is part and parcel
of Krsna. Therefore, instead of each state
becoming the center of activity, if Krsna
remains the center of activity, then there
is peace and harmony between in-
dividuals as well as nations. The present
system creates envy between the haves
and the have-nots. Under the banner of
Krsna consciousness, however, the
whole world can be united with God as
the center.
BTG: Do you have a food distribution
program here like the one in India?
Chayavana Svami: Yes. At our temple
in Nairobi we distribute prasada” daily,
and we also prepare large quantities of
prasada for distribution in villages
throughout Kenya. The devotees go out
every day in trucks and distribute the
prasada in the villages. This program has
become very popular in Kenya.
However, unlike the mass food dis-
tribution program in India—which we
may yet develop in the future—our main
emphasis has been on teaching self-
sufficiency through the establishment of
the varnasrama system. Many groups have

Mark of tilaka, an insignia of the soul, is prominently displayed on the forehead

*Food offered to Lord Krsna

of a young student at ISKCON’s primary school in Nairobi. Spiritual instruction

compliments the school’s standard academic curriculum. /\
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come to Africa and tried mass food-dis-
tribution programs, and although they
temporarily relieved some suffering,
they did not have the long-range effect
that the varndsrama college will have. In
the varpdsrama college we are educating
people to take care of themselves and be
independent of handouts from phil-
anthropic organizations. Although we
are doing both kinds of work, we find
that the real future lies in the varndsrama
education, which will instill a sense of
pride in the people and give them what
they actually want: self-sufficiency and,
ultimately, spiritual enlightenmient.
BTG: Have you had any success in
making dedicated African devotees?
Chayavana Svami: Yes, a great deal.
For example, several months ago two of
our men came to see me and indicated
that they were very anxious to travel and
preach. One of them had just been ini-
tiated, and the other had been with us
for only six months. I immediately ar-
ranged for them to take books and
prasada into neighboring Tanzania,
where they were to open up a center in
Dares Salaam. Unfortunately, they were
stopped at the border by immigration
officials and forced to return to Nairobi.
Although we were disappointed at not
being able to successfully establish a
center in Tanzania, we were not dis-
couraged because the men had
developed the determination to go out
on their own and preach. Now we are
arranging for them to travel and preach
within Kenya. Because this preaching
attitude is developing among the local
men who have joined us, we are very en-
couraged. The desire to preach is the
most important thing in Krsna con-
sciousness.

BTG: How do you propose to solve the
challenge of preaching Krsna conscious-
ness to the people of Africa?
Chayavana Svami: The solution lies
in how effectively we are able to present
Krsna consciousness as it is. Srila
Prabhupiada, our spiritual master, has
given us the perfect example. When he
came to America in 1966, he began
preaching, and gradually young men and
women came forward and started to take
to Krsna consciousness. Professor
Stillson Judah of Berkeley University
has recently written a book about Krsna
consciousness in which he concludes



to Lord Krsna.

that it has a very good chance of surviv-
ing in the Western world because the
senior disciples are serious and have
remained fixed in Krsna consciousness.
The same idea applies in Africa. Now
we have nearly thirty Kenyan men and
women, and we are very encouraged by
their progress. Some of them have been
initiated, and they are all taking the pro-
cess very seriously and becoming Krsna
conscious. Therefore, we are confident
the movement will spread here in
Africa. We are also very encouraged that
many foreign devotees—particularly
from the United States and Europe —are
taking a new interest in the ISKCON
mission in Africa. In the past year nearly
fifty young men and women from
America and Europe have come to
Africa, and they are all enthusiastically
engaged here. As long as this missionary
spirit is present among the members of
the Hare Krsna movement, Krsna con-
sciousness is sure to spread in Africa and
all over the world.

1

BTG: Are any Africans taking leader-
ship roles in the ISKCON mission here?
Chiayavana Svimi: Yes. In Nairobi,
Yogesa diasa adhikari is training to be the
president of the Nairobi temple. And in
Mombasa a recent initiate named Sar-
vavit disa brahmacari is also being
trained for the presidency of that city’s
temple. Within six months to one year
these men will be able to take their
posts, and they will then become the
leaders of the ISKCON mission in
Africa. Many others are being trained in
Deity worship, cooking, gardening,
farming and other aspects of service, ac-
cording to their capacities. They will
eventually take over the work now being
done by the foreign students of the Hare
Krsna movement.

BTG: What special programs have you
instituted in Africa?

Chayavana Svami: One of the most
important is the life membership
program begun in 1971. We arrived in
Africa with very little money and com-
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In the Nairobi temple’s special outdoor kitchen (below) a devotee prepares large amour;t‘s.ofa wholesor-ne -maize dish for
distribution in the villages of Kenya (above). Every day thousands of Africans benefit from this food that’s been offered
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pletely dependent on the support of the
local people. We do not receive money
from overseas, as many other missions
do. Therefore our first problem was how
to raise funds. At that time Srila Prabhu-
pida had just instituted the program of
life membership in India, and we began
a similar program among the Indian
nationals in Africa. At first we did not
even have books. We simply issued a life
membership card and promised that in
the future we would give them the books
and they would receive BACK TO GOD-
HEAD magazine every month for the rest
of their lives. To date we have enrolled
well over one thousand life members
throughout Africa. Most of them are
members of the Indian community, and
they have given us their financial sup-
port. Any endeavor requires organiza-
tion, labor, land and capital. We have
the ability to organize and to provide
labor, and from the local population we
request capital and land. As we acquire
these things, we are then able to apply
the philosophy of Krsna consciousness
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and make it work for the benefit of the .

local inhabitants.

Our next program was starting Deity
worship in the temples. Srila Prabhu-
pida wrote us a letter explaining that for
the new men traveling and preaching
would be too difficult in the beginning;
therefore it would be necessary to
establish temples like the ones in the
West. So in 1973 we installed the
Deities of Sri Sri Ridhi-Bankavihiri in
our Nairobi temple, and by Krsna's
grace it has become the most popular
Radhi-Krsna temple in that city. On
Sunday we have two feast programs, and
during the week we receive many guests.

Our third program is the vamasrama
college, launched within the past year on
an experimental basis. The vamasrama
system itself is well-tested and proven—
we know it will work. It is simply up to
us to become pure and determined
enough to practically apply the prin-
ciples in Africa.

Of course, our traveling sarikirtana
(prcaching) parties are as active as ever.

y ,f_:_c ."«.. ‘ & e

Lord Krsna and His consort Srimati Radhiarani stand as Deities at the ISKCON
temple in Nairobi, a large house surrounded by gardens of sweet-smelling
flowers, clear ponds, and many fruit trees. The forty devotees from Africa, India,
Europe and the U. S. who live and work here receive hundreds of visitors a week.
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Just a few weeks ago we sent a group of
devotees to the ancient city of Addis
Ababa, high in the mountains of
Ethiopia. We’ve received reports that
they are doing very well there. They've
met some very intelligent people who
are taking interest in Krsna conscious-
ness. We have high hopes that the mis-
sion will continue to expand in this way,
although traveling in Africa is certainly
not easy. The group that went to
Ethiopia spent five days of arduous travel
to go about a thousand miles. Spreading
Krsna consciousness in Africa is a
challenge for anyone, but I am confident
we are attracting people who can meet
this challenge successfully.

BTG: How have the African people
received your movement here?
Chayavana Svami: Very well. We've
now established centers in Nairobi,
Johannesburg, Mombasa and Mauritius.
In the beginning, people were curious,
and we found large crowds gathering
wherever we held a public event. But
now, although we still attract large
crowds wherever we go, the movement
has matured to the point where we're
beginning to interest the intelligentsia—
the leaders of society. They are coming
forward not only out of curiosity but also
out of a genuine desire to learn some-
thing.

BTG: What is your role in the ISKCON
African mission?

Chayavana Svami: | am trying to
practically apply the instructions given
to me by my spiritual master. Most of
the management and organization work
is carried out by the African students. I
simply preach and keep them enlivened
and fixed in Krsna consciousness.
BTG: What do you feel ISKCON can
contribute to the African people?
Chiayavana Svami: As I mentioned
before, the most important thing we are
trying to give them is a simple, peaceful
way of life, which is what everyone is
looking for. They are fed up with the ex-
ploitation of the Europeans, and now the
Russians and the Chinese are coming—
all simply to exploit the land and the
people of Africa. But we have not come
here to exploit Africa; we have come to
give the African people what they ac-
tually want: a peaceful, God-centered
way of life. This is our most important
contribution to Africa and to the world.



Twenty-six year old Caityaguru disa, son of an Indian government minister,
shows Bhaktivedanta Book Trust literature to students at the University of
Nairobi. Devotees are now busily translating the literature of the Krsna con-
sciousness movement into Swahili.

BTG: What advice would you give the
leaders of the emerging African nations?
Chayavana Svami: They should ap-
proach those who are spiritually en-
lightened for guidance in governing
their nations. Here in Mauritius, for ex-
ample, we have learned through meeting
some of the top ministers in the govern-
ment that they are trying to develop a
perfect state. According to the Vedic
literatures, a perfect state must have God
at the center. During the Vedic age, such
rulers as Maharaja Pariksit and
Mahirija Yudhisthira presided over per-
fectly peaceful and prosperous God-con-
scious empires. There was no enmity or
dissension even among individuals;
everyone was both materially and
spiritually opulent. If the leaders of
society would consult the Vedic
literature, they could understand that
Krsna consciousness is the practical solu-
tion to all the problems of modern life.
Then, if the leaders themselves take up
the process of Krsna consciousness, they
will actually acquire the qualities
necessary to govern effectively: mer-
cifulness, cleanliness, austerity,
and truthfulness. If these qualities
prevail in the leaders of society, then the
general populace will soon acquire
them, and the sinful, destructive ac-

tivities of illicit sex, intoxication, gam-
bling and meat-eating will automatically
be eliminated. Then the entire human
civilization can be saved.

BTG: How is your mission funded?
Chayavana Svami: Our activities are
financed primarily through the sale of
literature published in America by the
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. Contribu-
tions from life members are also an im-
portant source of income. As I men-
tioned before, we have over one thou-
sand life members enrolled in Africa
alone. We also have several thousand in
India and Europe.

BTG: Are you still seeking help from
devotees in other countries?
Chayavana Svami: Yes, we are in-
terested in attracting serious-minded
men and women to come to Africa and
help us propagate Krsna consciousness.
Africa is a great challenge because it is a
strange place, and anyone who comes
here must be prepared to make certain
adjustments. But there is also an urgent
need for Krsna consciousness here. Now
the people of Africa are looking for
development, and they are naturally try-
ing to follow in the footsteps of those
nations who appear to be most
developed. To the untrained, ma-
terialistic eye, the Western world ap-

pears to be very advanced, but from the
sdstras [scriptures] we understand that
they have simply created a hellish condi-
tion of life. In fact, in the big cities of the
West, many people—especially the
youth—are becoming so frustrated by
so-called advanced technology that they
are fleeing to the country. Actually,
people all over the world are looking for
a peaceful, natural way of life, and we
know by our experience within the
Krsna consciousness society how to
achieve that. We are simply trying to
give everyone the opportunity to take
advantage of the ideal Vedic way of life.
BTG: What do you see as the future of
the ISKCON African mission?
Chayavana Svami: Our goal is to
spread Krsna consciousness to the entire
continent of Africa. By exploring areas
of western and northern Africa and the
islands surrounding the continent, we
have found an excellent field for spread-
ing Vedic culture. People are actually
anxious to take to the Vedic way of life,
and we see a very bright future.

We have some very serious men and
women now, and they are becoming
determined and eager to preach the
message of Lord Caitanya Mahiprabhu
to their countrymen. As long as the
devotees have this missionary spirit,
then Krsna consciousness will be suc-
cessful in Africa or in any part of the
world. The real Vaisnava spirit is not to
be satisfied simply remaining alone in a
secluded place and attaining salvation,
but to go out and preach Krsna con-
sciousness and save all the fallen souls.
The great Vaisnava saint Prahlida
Mahirija was offered whatever he
desired by the Lord, including liberation
from all material miseries. But rather
than take liberation, Prahlida chose to
stay in this world and preach Krsna con-
sciousness so that the unfortunate people
could be saved and go back to home,
back to Godhead. As long as this attitude
prevails in ISKCON, our mission will be
successful. &

If you're interested in assisting the work of the
Krsna consciousness movement in Africa,
please contact Tridandi Chayavana Svami,
ISKCON African Mission Headguarters,
P.O. Box 28946, Nairobi, Kenya, East
Africa. Telephone 331568,
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he
Special Kindness
Of LLord Caitanya

Sri Caitanya Mahdprabhu, an incarnation of the Supreme Lord, appeared in India in the fifteenth
century. His mission was to freely distribute pure love of God to everyone without considering who was
. qualified or unqualified. He predicted that the whole world would one day hear the chanting of the Lord’s
holy names. The first of the following three narratives is excerpted from Srila Prabhupada’s introduction
to Stimad-Bhagavatam. The final two are taken from his English translation of Sri Caitanya-
caritimrta, an extensive account of Lord Caitanya’s life and teachings.

Delivering the Drunken Brothers |30 ¥

When Lord Caitanya was preaching in the town of
Navadvipa, two of His closest associates, Nityinanda Prabhu
and Haridasa Thakura, approached a noisy crowd on the
main road. They learned from passers-by that two brothers,
Jagai and Midhai, were once again causing a disturbance in a
drunken condition. These two brothers had been born in a
respectable brahmana family, but due to bad association they
had become debauchees of the worst type. Not only were
they drunkards, but they were also meat-eaters, woman hun-
ters and thieves.

Nityananda Prabhu decided that these two fallen souls
must be the first to be delivered by Lord Caitanya’s sarkirtana
movement, If they were delivered from their sinful ways, the
good name of Lord Caitanya would be still more glorified.
Thinking in this way, Nityananda Prabhu and Haridasa
Thakura pushed through the crowd and asked the two
brothers to chant the holy name of Lord Hari.

This enraged Jagai and Madhai. The two drunks attacked
Nityinanda and Haridasa with filthy“language, and chased
them for a considerable distance. Later, when Lord Caitanya
heard of the incident, He was glad that Nityinanda and
Haridasa had tried to deliver such fallen souls.

The next day, Nityinanda Prabhu went to see the brothers
again. As He approached them, Madhai threw a piece of
earthen pot at Him. It struck Nityinanda on the forehead,
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Sri Krsna Caitanya and Lord Nitydnanda, are like the sun and moon. They have arisen simultaneously on the horizon of Gauda to




and blood began to flow. But Nityananda Prabhu was so kind
that instead of protesting against the heinous act, He said, “It
does not matter that you have thrown this pot at Me. I still re-
quest you to chant the holy name of Lord Hari.” Astonished
to see the mercy of Nityananda Prabhu, Jagii at once fell
down at His feet and asked Him to pardon his sinful brother.
When Madhii again attempted to hurt Nityananda Prabhu,

Jagai stopped him and implored him to beg for Nityinanda’s

mercy.
Meanwhile, news of the attack on Nityananda reached
Lord Caitanya, who hurried to the spot in a fiery mood. The
Lord immediately invoked His Sudarsana cakra (His ultimate
weapon, shaped like a wheel) to kill the sinners. But Nitya-
nanda Prabhu reminded Him of His mission to deliver the
hopelessly fallen souls of the age, of whom Jagai and Madhai
were typical examples. Ninety-nine percent of the popula-

tion of the age resemble these brothers, despite high birth and
apparent respectability. :

As the Lord raised His Sudarsana cakra and Nityananda
Prabhu implored Him to forgive the two brothers, both Jagii
and Madhai fell at the lotus feet of Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
begging Him to forgive them for their gross behavior. After
Nityananda reiterated their plea, the Lord agreed to accept
them on one condition: that henceforward they would com-
pletely give up all their sinful activities. Both brothers
agreed, and the Lord kindly accepted them. He never again
referred to their past misdeeds.

This incident illustrates the special kindness of Lord
Caitanya. In this age no one can claim to be sinless. Yet Lord
Caitanya accepts anyone, no matter how sinful, on the condi-
tion that he promise not to indulge in sinful activities after
being accepted as a disciple of a bona fide spiritual master.

* Kk k ok

Initiating the Buddhists

On His extraordinary tour of South India, Lord Caitanya
visited many villages, and all the residents became Vaisnavas
(devotees of Krsna) by chanting the holy names Hari and
Krsna. In this way, many thousands of people were delivered
from the miseries of material life.

Sometimes the Lord would establish the supremacy of
Krsna consciousness by defeating various opposing philoso-
phies. Once, a very learned Buddhist scholar came before the
Lord with his disciples to establish the philosophical conclu-
sions of Buddhism. With great pride, he set forth the nine
Buddhist principles, but Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu broke
them to pieces with strong logical arguments.

Many people had gathered to hear the debate, and when
they all began to laugh, the Buddhists, who were all atheists,
became fearful and ashamed. Atheists may be very expert in
mental speculation and argument, but they can be defeated
by a Vaisnava firmly situated in his conviction and God con-
sciousness. The Buddhists understood that Lord Caitanya was
a powerful Vaisnava, and they returned home very unhappy.

Later they began to plot against the Lord. Their plan was
to discredit Him by tricking Him into eating untouchable
food. The next day the Buddhists brought a plate of contami-
nated food to Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, calling it maha-
prasada (spiritual food offered to Krsna). As the food was
being offered to the Lord, a very large bird swooped down,
grabbed the plate with its beak and flew up into the air with
it. All the food fell on the Buddhists and the plate itself fell
down on the head of the chief Buddhist teacher, making a
great sound. The teacher’s head was cut by the edge of the
plate, and he immediately fell to the ground unconscious.

At this calamity, all the Buddhist disciples cried aloud and
ran to the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu for shelter.
They addressed Him as the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
saying, “Sir, please excuse our offense. Please have mercy on

us and bring our spiritual master back to life.”

The Lord replied, “Chant the names of Krsna and Hari
very loudly near the ear of your spiritual master. Then he
will regain consciousness.”

Following Sri Caitanya Mahiprabhu’s advice, all the Bud-
dhist disciples began to chant the holy names of Krsna, Rima
and Hari in unison. Soon the Buddhist scholar regained con-
sciousness and immediately began to chant the holy name of
Lord Hari with his disciples, much to the astonishment of all
the onlookers. In this way Lord Caitanya initiated the Bud-
dhists into the chanting of the holy name of Krsna, convert-
ing them to Vaisnavism by reviving their original Krsna
consciousness.
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Inspiring the Jungle Animals

Once Sri Caitanya Mahiprabhu decided to travel to
Vrndivana, the place of Lord Krsna’s appearance. A brahmana
named Balabhadra Bhatticirya was chosen to assist the Lord,
and betore sunrise onc morning they started their journey.

On the way, they passed through Jhirikhanda forest. At
this time the Lord was in great ecstasy due to love of Krsna.
Packs of tigers, elephants, rhinoceroses and boars approached
Him, but the Lord passed right through them unharmed.
Balabhadra Bhatticirya was very afraid, but by Sri Caitanya
Mahiprabhu’s influence all the animals stood to one side.

Then the Lord splashed water on the bodies of some of the
elephants, and they began to chant, “Krsna! Krsna!” and
dance. Some of the elephants fell to the ground, and some
roared in ecstasy. Secing this, Balabhadra Bhatticirya was
completely astonished.

While passing through the jungle, Sri Caitanya
Mahiprabhu chanted very loudly. Hearing His sweet voice,
all the does came near Him. A group of tigers then joined the
deer and began following the Lord. When He shouted,
“Chant Krsna! Krsna!” the tigers and deer began to chant
“Krsnal” and dance in ecstasy. Indeed, the tigers and deer
embraced each other and kissed! Balabhadra Bhatticarya was
struck with wonder at the sight, but Sri Caitanya simply
smiled to see all the fun.

In this way the Lord was able to deliver even the animals
from the bonds of material existence. e
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Read These Books-Improve Your Life

Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead

The Krsna stories of the Vedas in a readable
short-story format, with accompanying
illustrations. Hardbound: $7.95 per volume
(KBH1, KBH2, KBH3)

$19.95 per 3-vol. set (KBA)

Softbound: $1.95 per vol. (KBS1, KBS2,
KBS3) $4.95 per 3-vol. set (KBT)

Teachings of Lord Caitanya

The essential teachings of Lord Krsna’s most
merciful incarnation.

Hardbound: $6.95 (TLCH)

Softbound: $4.95 (TLCS)
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Bhagavad-gita As It Is

A timeless guide to spiritual perfection. The
largest selling, most widely used edition of
the Giti in t%le Western world.
Hardbound: $11.95 (BGH)

Softbound: $7.95 (BGS)

Perfection of Yoga and

Beyond Birth and Death

Meditation, reincarnation, and the nature of
the self beyond the body.

(two books in one) $1.50 (PBD)

Krsna Consciousness:

Topmost Yoga System

The easiest way to perform yoga in the
present age. $1.25 (TYS)
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Easy Journey to Other Planets
Mystic yoga, astral travel and divine love in
the material and spiritual universes.

$1.25 (E))

The Hare Krsna Cookbook
Natural vegetarian yoga recipes.
$1.95 (HKC)

Gopal Coloring Book
A transcendental pastime for children.
$1.95 (GCB)

Prahlad Picture and Storybook
A story for children from the ancient Vedas
of India. $1.95 (PSB)
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