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@e E The chanting of

the maha- mantra—Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare—is the recommended process
of self-realization in this age. Man means mind, and tra means
deliverance. Therefore, a mantra is a chant meant to deliver the mind from
all unwanted thoughts. Mahd means great. The Hare Krsna maha-mantra is the
great chanting to deliver the mind from all unwanted thoughts which keep us from
realizing our true selves. Qur consciousness is originally pure or Krsna conscious,
but now, due to association with material nature, our minds are filled with impure
thoughts. Like a dirty lens or a dusty mirror, our consciousness is now covered, but the
process for cleaning the mind is both simple and universally effective—anyone can chant
Hare Krsna, and immediately all dirty thoughts will be removed from his mind. Krsna is a name
of the Supreme All-attractive Personality of Godhead. Since God and His name are nondifferent,
the sound Krsna, the reservoir of all beauty and pleasure (Rama), attracts our minds. Hare is an
address to the energy of the Lord. By associating with Krsna, the Supreme Pure, through His
name, we also become purified and regain our original blissful consciousness.

The chanting of Hare Krsna was first brought to the Western world seven years ago by
the founder and spiritual master of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada is a pure devotee and a
completely self-realized spiritual master authorized to teach this genuine process of spiritual
awakening. He has mercifully given the chanting of Hare Krsna to the world so that everyone
may regain his original joyful consciousness and live in peace and happiness. By chanting these
holy names, we reestablish our lost link with the Supreme and enjoy our real life, which is full
of eternity, knowledge and bliss. Srila Prabhupada has asked, “‘Please chant these holy names of
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PRONUNCIATION Of Sanskrit Words

Sanskrit words and names in Back to Godhead are spelled
according to a system accepted by scholars throughout the
world which indicates the exact pronunciation of each word.
Vowels in Sanskrit are pronounced almost as in Italian. The
sound of the short a is like the u in but, the long d is like the
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a in evade. Long 7 is like the [ in pique. The vowel r is pro-
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nounced as in the English word chair, and the aspirated con-
sonants (ch, jh, dh, etc.) are pronounced as in staunch-heart,
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nounced like the English sh; s is pronounced as in sun. Thus
Krsna is pronounced KRISHNA, Caitanya is pronounced
CHAITANYA, ete.

International Society For Krishna Consciousness Centers Around The World

AFRICA
Nairobi Kenya cfo ISKCON, P.O, Box 28946 (E. Africal

THE AMERICAS
Atlanta Georgia 24 NE 13th Street/ (404)892-9042
Austin Texas 4802 Red River
Berkeley California 1521 San Pablo/ (415)525-9793
Boston Massachusetts 40 N, Beacon Street/ (617)254-7910
Buffalo New York 132 Bidwell Pkwy./ (7161882-0281
Cleveland Ohio 15720 Euclid Avenue/ (216)451-0418
Coconut Grove Florida 3037 Center Street/ (305)488-8426
Dallas Texas 5426 Gurley Street/ (214)827-6330
Denver Colorado 1400 Cherry Street/ (303)322-6661
Detroit Michigan 8311 E. Jefferson Avenue/ (313)824-6000
Edmonton Alberta 11935 106th Street, Canada
Honolulu Hawaii 2016 McKinley Street/ (B08)949.0022
Houston Texas 707 Hawthorne/ (713)522-0635
Kapaa Hawaii P.O. Box 253 (Kauai) 96746
Laguna Beach California 6541 Ramona Avenue/ (714)494-9172
Los Angeles California 3764 Watseka Avenue/ (213)871-0717
Mexico City Mexico Gobernador Tiburcio No. 45, Col.

San Miguel/ (905)515-4242

Montreal Quebec 3720 Park Avenue, Canada
New Orleans  [owisiana 2936 S. Esplanade/ (504)482-6406
New Vrndavana W, Virginia RD 3 Moundsville/ (304)845-2007
New York New York 439 Henry Street, Brooklyn/ (212)596-9658
Ottawa Ontario Pestalozzi, 160 Rue Chapel No. 307, Canada
Philadelphia  Pennsylvania ~ 641 E. Chelton Avenue/ (216)849-1767
Phoenix Arizona 426 N, 48th Street/ (602)267-9958
Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 5126 Ellsworth Avenue/ (412)683-7700
Portland Oregon 2325 E. Burnside
Sacramento California 1807 W. Street
St., Louis Missouri 4544 Laclede Avenue/ [314)367-1354
San Diego California 3300 3rd Avenue/ (714)291-7778
San Francisco  California 455 Valencia St./ (415)864-0233
Santa Cruz California 805 Lottie 5t., Monterey
Seattle Washington 5516 Roosevelt Way NE/ (206)525-8911
Toronto Ontario 187 Gerrard St, East, Canada/ (416)922-54156
Trinidad W. Indies c/o ISKCON, Plaisance P.O., Pointe-a:pierre
Vancouver British Columbia 3250 Heather St., Canada

2 Back to Godhead

Washington D.C. 2015 "Q" Street NW/ (202)667-3516
ASIA

Bombay India Akash Ganga Bldg., 7th Fl., 89 Warden Rd.

Calcutta India 3 Albert Road/ 44-3757

Delhi India Gita Bhawan, 7-E Kamala Nagar

Hare Krsna Land /ndia

ISKCON, Nairwadi, Gandhi Gram Rd.,
Juhu, Bombay 54

Hong Kong Hong Kong 34 Cameron Road 1/D, Kowloon

Tokyo Japan 3221 Minami Asakawa-cho Hachioji-shi

Vrndavana India ISKCON, Radha-Damodara Temple,
Seva Kunj, Vrndavana, Mathura, UP

AUSTRALIA

Aukland New Zealand 155 Landscape Rd., Mount Eden

Melbourne Australia 14 Burnett St., Victoria

Sydney Australia 83 Hereford Street, Glebe, N.S.W.

EUROPE

Amsterdam Holland Bethaneinstraat 39 (C) 020-3502607

Berlin Germany 1 Berlin-65, Nordbahn Str. 3

Birmingham England 25 Hickman Road, Sparbrook

Cardiff Wales 43 Ruby Street, Roath

Dusseldorf Germany 4 Disseldorf, Grafenbergerallee 302

Edinburgh Scotland Flatt 6, 11 Greenhill Place

Frankfurt Germany 6 Frankfurt aM, Sachenhausen,
Grosser Hasenpfad 106

Geneva France Beudit La Crotte, 01-Ornex-France

Grenoble France co M, Ala in Remila, 24 Quai Pierre

Hamburg Germany 2000 Hamburg B, Bartelstrasse 6511

London England 7 Bury Place 01-242-0394

Manchester England 203 Chapel Rd., Salford

Marseille France c/o Andre Brunet; 18 rue Lautard

Munich Germany Munchen 19, Nymphenberger Str. 13,
Marseille 12 115/0811-19378

Paris France 26 Rue d’Estienne d'Ovres,
Fontanay-aux Roses

Stuttgart W. Germany 7 Stuttgart, Neue Weinsteig 12A



asa-pasa-satair baddhah
kama-krodha-parayanah

thante kam a—b."togﬁrrham
anydyendrtha-saficayan

"Being bound by hundreds and thou-
sands of desires, by lust and anger, they
secure money by illegal means for
sense gratification,” (Bg, 16.12)
Sometimeswhen we meet gentlemen
of so-called fashionable taste and try
to interest them in the work of this
Krsna consciousness movement, they
very frankly say that they have no
interest in such a theistic subject and
even condemn our attempt to bring

His Divine Grace
A C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

people in general back to the path of
Godhead. According to these gentle-
men, the deplorable economic condi-
tions of the Indian people are caused
by their great faith in God, and the
sooner they forget everything about
God, the better for them. But we can-
not agree with the atheistic conclusions
of such gentlemen who are so devoid
of all sense of spirituality. India and
the other nations of the world were
never so completely dependent upon
occupational service than they are now,
With the advancement of godless mate-
rialistic education, the number of un-
employed is increasing daily, particu-

larly amongst the educated section of
the people. Whenever there is some
vacancy in some post—important or
unimportant—there are thousands of
applications to fill it. In India more
than eighty percent of the population
is not provided the bare necessities of
life, and what to speak of other ameni-
ties. Some of the well-posted govern-
ment servants and some of the fortu-
nate businessmen may feel happy
themselves, but ninety percent of their
brother citizens do not know how to
make ends meet, Therefore, the eco-
nomic condition is deplorable,
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Financial Ruin

This economic deterioration of the
masses of people is not only visible in
India, but all over the world. The
planning commissions in India have
of course made various plans to im-
prove the economic conditions of the
people, but we can take lessons from
other countries where the planning
commissions have finished their duties,
We must be frank enough to admit
that the economic condition of the
general masses of people has not im-
proved. Practically a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, when President Truman was
in London, he admitted very frankly
that independence means comfortable
life for everyone, at least that is the
expectation of all common men—an
expectation which is never to be ful-
filled. When World War Il was going
on, one party inquired whether the
Japanese were coming to India. The
thought behind the inguiry was that if
the Japanese came to India, the country
would be independent., The party was
met again after 1947, and when he was
asked how he had improved his com-
fortable life, he replied with much re-
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KING RAVANA AND THE STAIRCASE TO HEAVEN

gret that he had not improved his lot
in the least after independence. On the
contrary, his famlly expenditure had
increased so much that he was on the
brink of financial ruin., On the whole,
the story is that in India no one's life
has become more comfortable since
independence, as it ought to have ac-
cording to President Truman. Accord-
ing to him, if a section of a nation lives
very comfortably in material terms
and senses some false happiness, with-
out caring for its brother have-nots,
that nation is not to be considered an
independent nation.

What all these mundane wranglers
cannot understand is that the econom-
ic condition of the people cannot be
improved by godless adventuring. There
are five elements affecting any particu-
lar action in the universe, and the
most important cause is called daiva,
or the unseen hand of God. However
efficient the other causes may be—such
as the place, the worker, the attempt
and the instrument—without the favora-
ble help of the Divine cause, nothing
can be effected.

The atheist Ravapa did not believe
in the Divine cause but firmly believed
in his own capacity. He was a declared
enemy of Sri Ramacandra, the Person-
ality of Godhead, and on his own
strength he planned to construct a
staircase leading up to heaven. This
staircase was to be used by everyone,
and the idea was that by it everyone
could reach heaven without undergo-
ing the necessary qualifications,

The present generation of material-
ists are direct descendants of Ravana
because all of them think in terms of
building a staircase leading to the king-.
dom of heaven. They completely ignore
the superior strength of the daiva
cause. There are many planning com-
missions around the world attempting
to improve conditions that have de-
generated due to war, famine, pesti-
lence and similar disasters, but unfor-
tunately the daiva cause is unknown to
these commissions, Therefore the com-
missions meet at a considerable expense
to the general populace, and the re-
sult is that nothing is ever solved. This
is all due to a godless disregard for the
unseen hand of the Supreme.

Hope Against Hope

Such do-gooders and planning com-
missions are surely bound by hundreds
and thousands of thoughts produced
by insatiable lust. When their lust is not
fulfilled to their satisfaction, they be-
come possessed by anger, insanity,
violence, loss of intelligence, and finally
they threaten to destroy everything
with monstrous bombs, These different
atheistic groups all have various plans
in mind, and these plans are exhibited
in different patterns of godlessness.
One atheistic nation thinks in a differ-
ent way from another atheistic nation,




and the unseen hand of the daiva
causes their- circles to overlap and
makes them clash. None of these
groups function heyond the range of
direct perception of the material senses.
None of them function according
to the guidelines of spiritual knowl-
edge. The mass of people themselves
are unable to see things in their true
perspective, and under various politi-
cal arrangements they are made to fol-
low blind leaders who present them
with multi-colored ideals which are
sure to fail in the long run. In this way
the populace is made to hope against
hope that some great solution is pend-
ing.

There are many hope-against-hope
parties, and whenever they fail to grati-
fy the senses of the masses, they are
all endangered. When these parties are
endangered, they begin to fight one
another, and at.the end one of the
parties is eventually victimized by an-
other for the sake of a false ideology
unknown to the common people. Com-
munal flare-ups and revolutions are
now ordinary occurrences in this iron
age due to the advancement of godless
and materialistic learning. The poor
followers and innocent masses, how-
ever, are the sufferers on such roads
to heavenly ideologies. The masses are
gradually being driven into a hopeless
condition due to lack of information of
real spiritual life. They are kept in
darkness and in a bewildered state of
sense gratification. Consequently they
seek happiness in a labyrinth of sense
gratification and try to accumulate
wealth by unlawful means.

When one is in impure consciousness,
ignorant of the proprietorship of the
Supreme Lord, he accumulates every-
thing unlawfully because he does not
acknowledge that everything in the
universe belongs to the Supreme Lord.
Everyone is thinking, “l am the pro-
prietor of everything,’” and the whole
material world is being conducted un-

_der the impression that "I am the
monarch of all | survey."” This is called
iftusion, According to $ri’ [fopanisad:

iSavasyam idarh sarvam
yat kifica jagatyarh jagat
tena tyaktena bhuiifithd
ma grdhah kasya svid dhanam

“Everything animate or inanimate that
is within the universe is controlled
and owned by the Lord. One should
therefore accept only those things nec-
essary for himself, which are set aside
as his quota, and one must not accept
other things, knowing well to whom
they belong.” ($r7 Fopanisad, 1)

Our Real Life’s Mission

We have spoken and heard of illusion
s0 many times, but what is this illusion?
This illusion is the thought that ‘| am
the proprietor and everything is mine,”
when, in fact, nothing is mine, We are
not proprietors at all. This is the real
situation; everything belongs to Krsna
or God, and this is the propeér concep-
tion of spiritual communism,

In the ISopanisad verse quoted above,
we find that whatever property there
is—whatever material resources there
are, not only on this earth but on other
planets and in outer space as well—
whatever exists within the creation is
to be considered the possession of the
Supreme Lord. Who can deny it? Can
we create anything or manufacture
anything without utilizing the energy
supplied by prakrti or nature? This
nature belongs to God, for the original
elements were created by Him. In this
modern age we have made so many
advancements in chemistry, but with-
out the basic elements of sulphur,
mercury, etc., there is no question of
the art of chemistry. Raw materials
must be taken from the earth; man can
only transform them from one form
to another. We must come to under-
stand that these things cannot be manu-
factured artificially. God is their source
and supplier. |f a carpenter is supplied
wood, tools and also wages and builds
a table, whose table is it? Does it be-
long to the carpenter? No, it belongs
to the person who supplied the wood,
tools and wages. Similarly, whatever
we can show as a result of our labor,
whatever products result from our
energy, is the property of the Supreme
Lord. When we come to this under-
standing we can establish ourselves in
our pure consciousness, Krsna con-
sciousness,

The material conception of life,
which arises from ignorance, is due ta
our attachment to material enjoyment,

The strongest material allurement is sex
enjoyment, which illusions us into
thinking, “This is mine, | am the pro-
prietor, Everything is mine, etc.”
Thinking in this way, we spend our
time trying to make an economic so-
lution, trying to enhance our financial
standing. How daes all this begin? The
Bhagavad-gita indicates that lust is the
beginning; the more we become at-
tracted by sex life, the more illusioned
we become. It is not that we are 1o
abandon sex life, but change our con-
ceptions of it. Sex is'a necessary part
of life and a demand of the body, but
it should be regulated, not increased
unrestrictedly. It is necessary that we
eat in order to maintain our health, and
it is necessary to sleep in order to re-
fresh the body. Similarly, sex is also
required; that is not denied. What we
have to understand is that eating, sleep-
ing and mating are not our real missions
in life; they are required for maintain-
ing the body oniy, Gur reaf {ife’s mis-
sion is to understand what and who
Krsna isand what our relationship with
Him is—in other words, to establish
ourselves in Krsna consciousness,
Because we have no information of
Krsna consciousness, we try our best
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to gratify this material body. Now we
have to understand that somehow or
other we came in contact with this
material body, and now our problem is
how to make the best use of a bad
bargain. Therefore we have to under-
stand how to use this body for getting
out of this material entanglement. We
have to treat the body in such a way
that it will not cause us disturbance,
If the body is not properly maintained,
we will be disturbed. If we want to go
from California to New York in an
automobile, that vehicle must be in
proper order, otherwise we won't be
able to complete the trip. The mission
of life should not be that we become
too much involved and absorbed in
bodily needs, but we should keep the
body fit in order to execute our real
mission of Krsna consciousness. Conse-
quently if we at all want to be spiritu-
ally advanced, our eating, sleeping, de-
fending and mating must be regulated.
We should not be absorbed in them,
thinking that they are our only goal.
Nature's laws will not allow us to aban-
don ourselves to them without suffer-
ing unpleasant reactions, For instance,
it we eat more than necessary, we will
have indigestion. If we overindulge in
sex life, we will become weak and
ultimately impotent. |f we oversleep,
we will become dull and stupid. These
are nature's laws, We cannot overin-
dulge in these things and at the same
time have spiritual life; therefore the
best course is to minimize these bodily
demands. That is the point of brahma-
eari education, and that is the basic
principle of ancient Vedic civilization.

In the ancient Vedic civilization we
find that only kings or royal families
had very nice houses to live in. Com-
mon men used to live in huts, They
did not require more, and they did not
spend their energy unnecessarily. In
this regard there is the example of the
sage who used to meditate on the
banks of the Ganges. He was to live
until all the hairs on his body fell off,
He was a very hairy sage, and he only
lost one hair every time Brahma died.
Brahma lives for one hundred years, as
calculated on the Brahmaloka planet,
where each year is equal to 4,300,000
x 2 x 30 x 12 earth years, At the end
of this fantastic period of time, one of
the hairs of the sage falls off, so it
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would be difficult to imagine the dura-
tion required for all his hairs to fall
off. At any rate, when this sage was
standing on the banks of the Ganges
and meditating, a person came to him
and said, "Why are you just standing
here on the beach meditating? You are
out in all sorts of weather. Why don't
you build a nice cottage?”’

The sage replied, "’Oh, why should |
bother? | am just here temporarily."

e i =
The sage was aware that any position
in this material world is temporary,
whereas he is eternal. We should under-
stand that whatever position we have
is temporary, because the body is
temporary, Whatever we possess in re-
lation to the body is also temporary.
If we move into an apartment and are
going to stay there for only three days,
do we take pains to decorate the apart-
ment very nicely? No, why should we
spoil our energy in decorating that
room? We should always remember
that this body is temporary and that
its needs are temporary, but as spirit
souls we are eternal, Our real concern
should be to fulfill our eternal mission
and to make arrangements in this hu-
man form of life to live eternally after
leaving this body.

We Belong to Krsna

Spiritual life is not void; it is actual
life. The conception of voidness arises
from frustration with material exist-
ence. Krsna's creation is full of life;
there is no question of void anywhere,
There is actual life in which we live
eternally and enjoy eternally, in which
we become peaceful and full of knowl-

edge. That life is our spiritual life, and
we have to attain to it. Our mission
should be to attain that highest per-
fectional stage and become detached
from this temporary existence. To be-
come attached to temporary things
and to give no time to the eternal
soul is illusion. The Vedanta-siitra gives
information that this life is meant for
self-realization, for questioning into the
nature of Brahman, spirit. What is
Brahman? We are all Brahman, but be-
cause we have become entangled in
these material elements, we do not
realize it. The Vedanta-siutra, Bhagavad-
gita, .§r:’mad—Bh&gavatam and all other
Vedic literatures are intended to awak-
en us to our real identity. They tell
us to awake, to get up and not sleep.
Sleeping means remaining in ignorance,
in darkness. The purpose of the Vedic
literatures is to enlighten us, to get us
to shake off our sleepiness.

In this regard there is the story of
the poor man who consulted an astrolo-
ger saying, "‘Sir, | am very poor. Do
you think that by my palm you can
tell whether I'll ever get money in the
future?’” The astrologer looked at the
man's palm carefully and finally said,
"Prospects are very good. Your father
left you a hidden treasure before he
died. You just have to find it out.”
The man went away to look for the
treasure, and when he could not find
it he returned to the astrologer, who
gave him further instructions. “If you
look for the treasure on the southern
side, you will have many difficulties.
If you dig for it on the northern or
western sides, there will be similar
difficulties. Just look on the eastern
side and you will find it.”” So the man
looked and indeed found his treasure.
Similarly, we all have a great hidden
treasure, and if we consult the oracle
of Vedic literature we will find it. God
is full of six opulences—all wealth, all
knowledge, all beauty, all strength, all
fame and all renunciation, We are His
sons, and as such we have immense
property to enjoy. In Bhagavad-gita
] Krsna says that all living entities
are His sons. If He is our father, and is
such a rich father, then why don't we
reestablish our relationship with Him?
Krsna sends His most intimate and con-
fidential sons like Lord Jesus Christ to
inform us of this heritage we have for-



gotten, to call us back home, back to
Godhead. Unfortunately we are too
busy consulting some mundane astrolo-
gers trying to find out what will hap-
pen to this body, trying to heal the
body or make it last a few years longer,
completely forgetting that this body is
temporary and doomed to perish. Our
real goal should be to finish this bodily
business inthis life and to realize our-
selves spiritually and know that we are
not this matter but Brahman, sons of
Krsna. We have to understand that we
don’t belong to our so-called parents
or this so-called country, We belong to
Krsna and the spiritual worlds of the
Vaikunthas. For us this whole earth,
indeed this whole universe, is a foreign
country. All living entities in the mate-
rial universe are in a foreign country.
They are simply visiting for a certain
duration of years, that's all. When we
are illusioned, we think that things in
this country belong to us, but in
actuality nothing belongs to us at all.

Everything belongs to Krsna. We al-
so belong to Krsna, for we are His sons,
When we come to understand that
everything belongs to Him, our mate-
rial attachments gradually slacken, and
as we become detached from material
life we proportionately increase our
spiritual life and advance in knowledge.
In the Fifteenth Chapter of Bhagavad-
gita, Sri Krsna gives us the example of
the banyan tree with its roots upward
and its branches down. This tree of
material existence must be severed by
the weapon of detachment. These
knotswhich bind us very tightly to the
material world must be cut by some-
one who is free, Therefore one who is
sufficiently intelligent will associate
with saintly persons who are free from
the entanglement of material nature
and who can sever the knots which
bind. There is no benefit in associating
with those who are simply engaged in
sense gratification. |f we want libera-
tion, if we really want to get out of this
illusory existence, we must associate
with mahatmas, great souls. All we
have to do is simply hear, §ravanam,
and by simply hearing from great souls
our knot of nescience will be cut, Just
hearing Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare will
save us,
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were originally used to accompany visual displays por-
traying major problems in all levels of society and illus-
trating their solutions through Krsna consciousness.
Visnu-jana Svamii, an initiated disciple of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Svami Prabhupada, accepted

The urgent need of modern society is to realize the ac-
tual human mission, which is for man to develop his
eternal loving relationship with the Supreme Lord Krsna.
This is the direct, one-stroke method for solving the
complex social, economic and ethical problems which
besiege us. Just as by watering the root of a the renounced order of life (sannydsa) from
tree one naturally provides water for z 4 . His Divine Grace in July of 1970. He
all its leaves and branches, so by % & @ hastraveled extensively on preach-
serving Krsna, who is the root of g i ' 1 ing engagements throughout the
human society and indeed of all southern United States and is
existence, one simultaneously now touring with ISKCON's First
renders the most valuable service Transcendental Exposition. The
to all living beings. One who has title “svami”’ denotes one who is
realized this simple understand- able to expertly control his senses
ing is able to act in perfection by engaging them in the service

for the benefit of all.
The outlines presented below

Grdph

I. THE OUTCAST SUBCULTURE IN A COMPETITIVE SOCIETY

\/ISHU—Jdﬂd Svamn

of Krsna.

the sp|r|tua||zat|on of the outcast soclety

sleeping, mating and defending becomes an item
of envy, and spiritual culture is neglected. The
youth market encourages everyone to increase

A. The member of the poverty-stricken subculture, his animal propensities, and thus one’s senses are
who is often born in a family disoriented from a totally agitated, and one’s mind has no peace.
former culture, receives inadequate instructions The fever of sense gratification prevents human
regarding education, language, social standards energy from being engaged to solve the real
and personal hygiene, and he is therefore unable problemsin life, namely how to get free from the
to compete with the oriented class. entanglement of repeated birth and death in ig-

B. The educational system makes it obvious to the norance, lust and illusion regarding the real
child that he is trapped in an inferior group. nature of the pure spiritual self, which is beyond
Thus, although the outcast desperately seeks a the purview of the body and mind. The result is
defense, there is nothing available but to obscure complete body consciousness. Girls dress in an
himself in his defeat. overly attractive fashion. Alcohol, drugs, frivo-

C. The adorable standards of the oriented society lous sports and many more anomalies than we
dangle just beyond his reach, and everyone out- could possibly list become prominent in an atmo-
side of the depressed community appears happy sphere of material knowledge devoid of moral
to him. and spiritual culture. No amount of money is

D. The youth market is full of useless commodities ever enough to cool this feverish mentality. Thus

which are an incentive to competitive desire
amongst children. Thus money for the purpose
of facilitating the animal propensities of eating,

the bewildered children are sent to the slaughter-
house of this age under the noses of ignorant
parents, teachers and religionists.
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A.

Due to a sense of inferiority and frustration, the
social outcast accepts his role as a useless mem-
ber of a useless society and indulges in gross
bodily intoxicants and other forms of sense
gratification. His mind becomes absorbed in a
bodily concept of life which is full of temporary
racial designations and superficial family relation-
ships. As he becomes more and more attached
to what little he has, he fearfully looks forward
towards death, which, after the slow processes
of old age and disease, finally takes everything
from him.

As he grows older his pessimism increases. As he
considers his hard struggle for existence, he feels
cheated by society and its God. His intelligence
remains bewildered until he is carried to a hos-
pital to die, where he then meets the techno-
logically advanced society which all his life has
depressed him both spiritually and materially.
Even in the face of a lifetime of defeat, he
struggles against death until he is overcome by
the laws of death and rebirth and is thus taken
to his next body, which is better or worse accord-
ing to his life's activities. His mind remains sur-
charged with worldly attachments, and according
to the degree of his lust for overlordship of the
things of the world and according to the reactions
of his pious or impious work, he is awarded a
body suitable for pursuit of his mistaken inter-
ests. In most cases he returns to the animal
kingdom, and his human mission of liberation is
defeated.

V1

- 1

I[l. SOLUTIONS TO POVERTY INT

The leaders and intelligent class must first of all
be trained regarding the real need of poverty-
stricken people.

Huge exposition tents must be erected in slum
areas where devotees will invite all members of
the area to join in day and night group sessions.
Speakers in various languages will explain the
philosophy of Krsna consciousness and its uni-
versal applications as a yoga system for complete
purification. There will be chanting of the names
of the Lord from every faith with nice musical
accompaniment and refreshments of vegetarian
food offered to the Lord in a spiritual atmo-
sphere.
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HE SOCIAL STRUCTURE

A devotee will visit the homes of the oppressed.
He will give instruction in hygiene, and by his
example the devotee will engage the family in
reorienting the house as necessary to set up a
simple, useful and spiritual atmosphere with the
central interest of the entire family centered on
the altar.

Hygiene begins with regulation of life, and there-
fore the devotee will introduce the interested
family to the following schedule:

4 a.m. The entire family will arise, and all its
members will bathe and mark their bodies as
temples of God.

5 a.m. After bathing, the family will gather be-
fore the altar and then bow and offer prayers to
the Lord and His pure devotees to ask for their
help to execute life’s mission. During the prayer
the mother will have made a nice offering of
fruit and yogurt with some grain cereal. As its
direct service to the Lord, the family will be
taught a beautiful ceremony for offering tokens
of devotion. The total diet will consist of beauti-
ful yet inexpensive preparations made with grains,
fruits, vegetables and milk products. The devotee
will instruct the family in devotional cookery.

6 a.m. After chanting individually, the family
members will eat together, and the devotee will
narrate the wonderful activities of the Lord.
6:30 a.m. Philosophy for adults and stories for
the children.

7:30 a.m. Cleaning the house (spotlessly) as a
temple of God (lots of chanting while cleaning).
The husband goes to work (see section E).

8:30 a.m. Wife and children take more prasadam
(spiritual food).

9:30 a.m. Children over five are taken to the
asrama. (see Graph No. 2) Children under five
are taken by the mother and a woman devotee
to a large grassy yard, and along with other
mothers and children, they chant the glories of
the Lord. If sufficient provisions are made by
city planners, there can be small calves which
will run loose and milk which can be churned
into butter. The children will be taught to collect
flowers and string them into garlands to decorate
the home temple, etc.

12 noon Mothers and children return. Children
eat and take rest for three hours, while mother
and devotee garden, cook for evening prasadam,
and decorate the temple.

3 p.m. Older children return and younger children
awaken. All shower and mark their bodies as
temples of God. Prasadam is then offered with
another beautiful ceremony and with ecstatic
chanting, and then prasadam is eaten,

4 p.m. Devotee teaches how to enact plays and
dramas on the glories of the Lord.

5 p.m. Father returns and showers, and the whole



family chants and offers him prasadam and sees
to his comfort. Seeing his family increasing its
love for God, the father becomes pleased.

6 p.m. The whole family, chanting and carrying
prasadam to neighboring houses, goes for a walk
around the block,

7 p.m. Six or seven families gather together for
evening festivities, puppet shows, plays depicting
the pastimes of the Lord, chanting, dancing, and
eating prasadam.

8:30 p.m. Younger children take rest, and adults
plan upcoming activities for glorification of the
Lord.

9:30 p.m. All take rest for six or seven hours.

Attitudes of work.

1. Work means sacrifice and, in this connection,
sacrifice for the Lord. The man will be
trained in the principles of Bhagavad-gita,
and his work will be karma-yoga or bhakti-
yoga. He will understand that he is working
for the Lord, for whom he has dedicated his
wife, family and house. Thus he will also
consider it his duty to see that his family can

nicely serve the Lord, and he will provide
for them_on behalf of the Lord. Also, be-
cause of the morning worship service, he
will be fixed in the real goal of life—self-
realization—and thus be unaffected by
the frequent upheavals of the working
world.

2. Even in his occupational dealings, he will
not falsely identify himself or others
with the business world but will consider
everyone part and parcel of the Lord. He
will therefore represent the Lord in all his
dealings and work for the highest good of
society.

Union leaders can institute meditative prayer and
devotional songs to satisfy workers rather than
superficial music. At noon all the workers can
attend a service in the business temple and eat
prasadam together. Men who take part in this
program will naturally come to take an interest
in city planning for the glorification of the Lord
and will thus become responsible citizens.

Workers will divide their pay—50% for spiritual

activities and the rest for family maintenance.

Graph 2 - the so-ca”ed deuent soaty

I. SPIRITUAL POVERTY IN THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY

A.

The child born into prosperous conditions is
high in standards of bodily hygiene while at the
same time his mind is perverted by manifold
designations and prejudices. He learns to despise
the poorer sections of society, and he develops
false pride in physical beauty, nationality and
religious sectarianism.

The child is encouraged to compete in school for
material goals and is punished if he does not de-
feat his competitors. Only material knowledge is
offered in school, and the ignorant student is
allured by false promises of fortune and fame
into this trap of anxiety,

C.

The frustration of his teen years leads to reckless
driving, drinking and drugs, and if he survives
these he then goes on to college and tries to
enjoy all that was promised in his youth in the
way of comfortable home and family life. His
false pride increases, and he tries to impress
others with an accumulation of useless commodi-
ties. He becomes bound to his false sense of pro-
prietorship of things of this world, and this
increases his fear of death, which ultimately takes
away all his wealth. He strongly identifies with
his extended body (his wife and children), and he
hopes that by insurance plans he can continue
himself after death through his extended body,
the family.
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Il. KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY

A.

All the plans of the materialist are subject to
defeat by the changes of nature and by changes
in the plans of those upon whom he depends.
Therefore his life is fearful. As he grows older he
continues to hope for a happy year, but he sees
that his body is getting older. Due to a misdirect-
ed life of sense enjoyment, he is fearful of disease
and despises old age and dependence. He makes a
show of new youthfulness by imitating the dress
and style of the younger generation, and he be-
comes falsely happy through intoxicants.

The bodily conception degrades him so much
that as an elderly man he remains in ignorance of
his spiritual self and simply engages in pampering
his old and worn-out body. He takes pride in still
being able to walk,

He becomes moare diseased and feeble-minded
and at last dies like a dog or cat in the best hos-
pital money can buy.

According to his life's activities, he is awarded
his next body, and thus his human mission is
uselessly spoiled. Thus a lifetime wasted in afflu-
ent life is no better than a lifetime wasted in
poverty.

As devotees gain use of the media, the mass of
affluent people will see the practical result of
becoming Krsna conscious. They will have the
opportunity to meet devotees in their homes or
in temples, and in some instances there may be
exposition tents erected.

As in Graph No. 1, the family members will be
reoriented in the real joyful values of life and will
reconstruct their home and their attitudes of
eating, sleeping and working.

The details of the home schedule are presented
in Graph No. 1

Schools should be made available so that at the
age of five, children would be able to attend a
devotional school, staffed by intelligent men
who are qualified devotees of the Lord. The
main subject in the school should not differ from
that in the home; that is, the criterion of advance-
ment should be how one develops the qualities
of a devotee of the Lord. Of course, education
in material science would be as complete as it is
presently, but it would be God-centered. The
laws of nature should be taught to all students,
and knowledge of the nonpermanence of the
body should be instructed. This would infuse
everyone with a desire to fulfill his human mis-
sion. The Sanskrit Vedas contain complete
knowledge of both matter and spirit, so there
would be no need for speculative reasoning or
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misdirected experimentation on innocent animals.

The present educational schedule and curriculum

could be adapted as follows:

9 a.m. All assemble for chanting the mantras

for deliverance.

9:30 a.m. Philosophy of life class (students will

learn and discuss).

10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Classes; then all gather

for offering prasadam and then take noon meal.

12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Classes.

1) Subjects will remain as they are now, but
with new emphasis on the Lord and upon
spiritual development.

2) Sanskrit will be taught along with the
national language.

3) History would center largely around the
appearances of the Lord and His representa-
tives throughout the ages and throughout
the universes.

4)  Agrarian culture and utilization of the gifts
of nature for the service of the Lord would
flavor every subject with practical applica-
tions.

5)  Extra-curricular activities would include the
following:

a) cooking prasadam for the noon offer-
ing

b) learning musical accompaniment for
prayers and chanting

c) staging festivals and dramas to teach
the public the glories of the Lord

d) applying all kinds of arts and crafts,
even military, in the service of the
Lord.

6) Competitive sporting would vanish as chil-
dren experienced that the Lord is the onfy
one they need to satisfy.

7) Since there are always two paths in life, the
path of sense enjoyment and the path of
devotional service to the Lord, children must
be given all information to make the best
use of this short life for their real mission.

One such school is now functioning in
Dallas, Texas, and for further details, please
inquire from: Gurukula

5430 Gurley Street
Dallas, Texas 75219

*y
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New York: Summer 1966

ﬁayagrr‘va désa

hen I first met my spiritual

master, His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada, 1 felt that there was
never a time when 1 did not know
him. T never tire of telling of my first
meeting with him on the streets of
Lower East Side New York. At the
time, I was hurrying from my Mott
Street apartment, which had become
a refuge for psychedeliacs, to a much
quieter apartment on Fifth Street
where I hoped to get some peace. I was
walking down Houston Street and
across Bowery, past the rushing traffic
and stumbling derelicts, and after
crossing Bowery, just before Second
Avenue, I saw His Divine Grace jaun-
tily strolling down the sidewalk, his
head high in the air, his hand in a bead-
bag. He struck me like a famous actor
in a very familiar movie, He seemed
ageless, though later I found out that
he was seventy years old. He was wear-
ing the traditional saffron colored
robes of a sannyasi, the renounced
order, and quaint white shoes with
points. Coming down Houston Street,
he looked like the genie that popped
out of Aladdin’s lamp. [ was fresh from
a trip to India, and His Divine Grace
reminded me of the many holy men
I had recently seen walking the dirt
roads of Hardwar and Rishikesh and
bathing in the Ganges. I had gone to
India to look for a guru but had re-
turned disappointed. It was on this
bright July morning, when I was least
expecting it, that Sri Krsna, out of His
infinite mercy, sent guru to me. The
old Vedic adage—by the grace of Krsna
you get guru, and by the grace of guru
you get Krspa—was justified, After-
wards, Srila Prabhupada (as we were
later to call him) often told me, “If
you are sincere, you don’t have to
search out your guru. Krsna will send
him,” So amid the hot clang and
clamor of Houston and Bowery, guru
had found me out.
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We stopped simultaneously, and I
asked the first question that popped
into my mind—*“Are you from India?”
—and he smiled cordially. “Oh, yes,
and you?” I told him no, but that I
had just returned from India and that
I was very interested in his country
and Hindu philosophy. He then told
. me that he had come from Calcutta
and had been in New York almost ten
months, His eyes were as fresh and as
cordial as a child’s, and even standing
before the trucks that roared and
bumbled their way down Houston
Street, he emanated a cool tranquility
that was unshakably established in
something far beyond the great me-
tropolis that roared around us. He an-
swered all my questions readily, as
though speaking a dialogue he was well
acquainted with, I told him about my
India trip briefly, and he asked me if |
had been to Vrndavana. I didn’t get a
chance to,” I told him. “‘I got sick on
the food and had to leave.”

He then informed me that he had a
place around the corner where he was
planning to hold some classes and that
he had been wondering whether or not
it was suitable. I walked around the
corner with him, and he pointed out a
small storefront building between First
and Second Streets, next door to a
Mobil filling station. It had been a
curiosity shop, and someone had
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painted the words “Matchless Gifts™
over the outside door. At the time I
didn’t realize how prophetic the words
were, “This is a good area?” he asked
me, | told him that I thought it was. 1
had no idea what he was going to offer
in his “classes,” but I knew that all my
friends would be glad that an Indian
swami was moving into the neighbor-
hood. For the past two or three years,
like so many downtown New Yorkers
in their twenties, we had been reading
books on Eastern philosophy and re-
ligion, burning lots of candles and in-
cense and taking gaiija, peyote and
LSD as aids to meditation. Actually it
was more intoxication than medita-
tion; meditation was a euphemism that
somehow connected our highs with
our readings. “I would like to hear
your lectures,” I told him, after reas-
suring him that the storefront was suit-
able. I noticed a placard in the window
that read: ““Lectures on Bhagavad-gita,
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami. Mon. Wed.
Fri. 7-9.”

“You will bring your friends?” he
asked.

“Yes,” | promised. “Monday eve-
ning.”

I forget the rest of the conversation,
but I do remember afterwards telling
everyone 1 knew about the guru
who had inexplicably appeared in our
midst.




I attended the first meeting in the
little storefront with two of my friends
who were later to be initiated as
Kirtanananda and Umapati. I was sur-
prised to see half a dozen people
there. The storefront was narrow and
squalid. There was no rug on the
wooden floors and no decorations save
one painting in the window of Lord
Caitanya dancing with His disciples.
Years later I was to find out that this
was painted by an artist who had
been given a small picture by Srila
Prabhupada to use as a model for a
larger canvas.

The only additions to the plain
storefront were little straw mats for
sitting. At the rear were two windows,
a bathroom door and an unattractive
sink. In the middle of the room a bare
lightbulb hung from a cord. Umapati,
Kirtanananda and Isat in the middle of
the room and looked around at a half
dozen other young men who, like us,
didn’t know what to expect. We sat
quietly and waited for about five
minutes. Then the door opened and
out came His Divine Grace. He deftly
slid the white pointed shoes off his
feet, sat down on one of the straw mats
and looked out at his new audience.
When he saw me he smiled. “You have
brought your friends?”” I said, “Yes.”
“Very good,” he said and took out a
pair of cymbals. He started to play
them and sing “Vande ham’ and then
Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Riama, Hare Hare. He indicated
that we were to answer the chanting of
Hare Krsna, and slowly, awkwardly at
first, we tried to follow. There were no
other instruments—only the clanging
of three pairs of cymbals. Eventually
we started clapping, but no one got up
to dance. I noticed that about a dozen
people had gathered outside the win-
dow to watch, most of them derelicts
and Puerto Ricans. Srila Prabhupida
finally brought the chanting to a close
and recited a prayer. Nobody bowed.
Nobody knew what to do. We all sim-
ply sat in anticipation.

Then he began his lecture, using
Bhagavad-gita, 1 recall that in those
early lectures he spoke mainly in terms
of Absolute Truth to better communi-
cate with us. No one had the slightest

idea what “Krsna” meant. I had read
Gita before, and so had my friends, but
to us Krsna, at most, was just a literary
personification of the Divine, a charac-
terization of Sankaracarya’s Self. At
that first meeting I had some difficulty
understanding what $rila Prabhupada
said, but his words nonetheless moved
me, and I was interested to hear more.
I noticed that my friends were also
listening attentively, and most of the
others seemed to show respect. Then,
incredibly, midway through the lec-
ture, an old white-haired begrizzled
Bowery bum entered the storefront
and walked right through the middle
of the room, past all of us who sat in
shocked silence, and on up towards
Srila Prabhupada, who sat beneath the
back windows. I didn’t know what he
was about to do, but I noticed that he
was carrying a package of paper hand-
towels and a couple of rolls of toilet
paper. He didn’t say a word, but walked
right past Srila Prabhupada and care-
fully placed the hand-towels by the
sink and the toilet paper on the floor
under the sink. Then, clearing his
throat and saying something incoher-
ent, he turned around and walked out.
No one knew what to say and no one
knew whether or not Srila Prabhupada
had been insulted.

“Just see,” Srila Prabhupada sudden-
ly said. “He has just begun his devo-
tional service. That is the process.
Whatever we have—it doesn’t matter
what—we must offer it for Krsna’s
service.”

He then concluded his lecture and
led another chanting of Hare Krsna.
The first chanting lasted forty-five
minutes, his lecture lasted at least an
hour, and the second chanting lasted

around thirty minutes. A couple of
people left after the lecture. Americans
are simply not accustomed to sitting on
the floor for over two hours. After the
second kirtana, Srila Prabhupadasliced
up an apple and passed it to us on a
plate, While this was being distributed,
he went out the side door and returned
to his apartment in the rear building. I
noticed a basket on the front mat in
which some people had put a little
money. I contributed fifty cents, and
then my friends and I left. On our
way out one of the boys told us
that the next meeting would be
Wednesday at seven o’clock but that
Srila Prabhupada would also welcome
people in his rear apartment during the
day.

We attended the next meeting Wed-
nesday night. It followed the same
format as the first. After the last
kirtana, 1 went up to Srila Prabhupada
and began to question him.

“Have you ever heard of LSD?” 1
asked.

“No,” he said.

“It’s a psychedelic drug that comes
like a pill, and if you take it you can
get religious ecstasies. Do you think
that that can help my spiritual life?”

“You don’t need to take anything
for your spiritual life,” he told me.
“Your spiritual life is already here.”

I agreed with him immediately,
though I would have never agreed with
anyone else who would have said such
a thing. | agreed mainly because he
secemed so absolutely positive that
there was no question of not agreeing.
“Yes, my spiritual life is here,” I
thought to myself. I knew that he was
in a state of exalted consciousness, and
I was hoping that somehow he could
teach the process to me.

(continued on page 25)
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Tusta Krsna dasa

My dear Lord Sri Krsna,

Blue-hued friend of old,
Thoughtlessly we’ve neglected You—
Our hearts have grown so cold.

Beneath this frigid coldness, though,
A spark of warmth still glows,
And by Your causeless mercy,
Each day this warmness grows.

500 years ago You came

To fan the fire of love

To elevate us, the fallen souls,
Beyond the heavens above.

You came as $ri Krsna Caitanya,
Brighter than the brightest of suns,
And in this garb of golden skin,
Countless hearts You won.

My dear $ti Krsna Caitanya,

When You descended You kindly brought
To innumerable living entities

What all great men have sought.

O merciful expansion,

Brighter than the sun,

O Love of God personified,
With body of golden hue,

So kindly You have done for us
What none other could ever do.

The most sublime opportunity
You've given to us, the fallen souls—
To quit this material connection
And accept our eternal roles.

Now, as Your lowly servants
Though numbered we are few,

To spread Your glories everywhere
Is what we propose to do.

With the dawning of each day
We loudly chant Your names,
And wherever they are chanted,
Your causeless mercy rains,
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And though our hearts be cold and black,
To You we humbly pray

For faith and determination

To melt this cold away.

O most merciful incarnation,
Sweeter than morning dew,
We offer all obeisances,

All obeisances unto You.

Lord $ri Krgna Caitanya

Is kind upon all living souls,
For He took His birth among us
To fulfill our spiritual goals.

When He descended upon this planet
His associates also came—

Sri Advaita and Lord Nityananda,
Chanting the holy names.

With Him came Gadadhara,

An expansion of Radharani,

And Srivasa the pure devotee,
An embodiment of Narada Muni.

He came upon this earth

To bless the human race

With most valuable love of Krsna—
His Divine Grace.

And by His perfect example

In action, deed and word,

He is showing us how to surrender
Unto the Supreme Lord.

Surrender to Krsna means

To become humble and meek;

To dedicate one’s life for His service
Is what all devotees seek.

Further surrender entails

Joining a family of spiritual spectrum,
Relying on Krsna’s mercy

And having faith in His protection.




Accepting things which are favorable
For advancement in spiritual life
And rejecting all things unfavorable,
Be they even home or wife.

By developing these humble processes
One will become surrendered,

And the Lord will surely notice

The service which he has rendered.

For such a serious soul

Who has attained this surrendered stage,
His prayers are always answered—

The desire of every sage.

We should therefore follow in the footsteps
Of such exalted and pure devotees

As Sri Riipa and Sri Sanitana,

Who headed the six Gosvamis.

Directly descending from Lord Caitanya,
There are so many more,

Such as Bhaktivedanta Swami

And his grandfather Gaurakisora.

To Lord $r7 Krsna Caitanya

We should pray with humble heart
That by His example of full surrender
We may learn this saintly art.

For one who surrenders thusly
Will receive in this very life

The gift of liberation

And freedom from material strife.
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Association

with Saintly Persons

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta

Swami Prabhupada

L ord Caitanya says that one should always try to
associate with saintly persons because if one es-
tablishes a proper association with a saintly person, even for
a moment, he attains all perfection. Somehow or other, if
one meets a saintly person and achieves his favor, then the
whole mission of his human life is fulfilled. In our personal
experience we have actual proof of this statement. Once we
had the opportunity to meet Visnupada Sri Srimad
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja and on first
sight he requested this humble self to preach his message in
the Western countries. There was no preparation for this,
but somehow or other he desired it, and by his grace we are
now engaged in executing his order, which has given us a
transcendental occupation and has saved and liberated us
from the occupation of material activities. Thus it is actually
a fact that if one meets a saintly person completely engaged
in transcendental duties and achieves his favor, then one’s
life mission becomes complete. What is not possible to
achieve in thousands of lives can be achieved in one moment
if there is an opportunity to meet a saintly person. It is
therefore enjoined in Vedic literatqre that one should always
try to associate with saintly persons and try to disassociate
oneself from the common man because by one word of a
saintly person one can be liberated from material entangle-
ment. A saintly person has the power, because of his spiritual
advancement, to give immediate liberation to the con-
ditioned soul.
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The perfection of transcendental life can be achieved
simply by touching the holy dust of the lotus feet of a holy
man. In the Bhdgavatam it is said that one must be blessed by
the holy dust of the lotus feet of a mahat, a great devotee.
As stated in Bhagavad-gita, those who are great souls are
under the spell of spiritual energy, and their symptom is
that they are called mahat. Unless one is fortunate enough
to have the dust of the lotus feet of a mahdtmda on his head,
there is no possibility of perfection in spiritual life.

The system of disciplic succession is very important as a
means of spiritual success. One becomes a mahat by the
grace of his mahat spiritual master. If one takes shelter of the
lotus feet of a great soul, there is every possibility of his also
becoming a great soul. When Maharaja Dhruva asked Narada
about his achievement of spiritual success, he replied to the
king that spiritual success is not possible simply by following
the rituals of religion or simply by converting oneself into a
sannyasi or offering sacrifices as recommended in the scrip-
tures., These methods are undoubtedly helpful for spiritual
realization, but the real effect is brought about by the grace
of a mahdtma. In Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakur’s eight
stanzas of prayer to the spiritual master, it is clearly stated
that simply by satisfying the spiritual master one can achieve
the supreme success in life, and in spite of executing all
ritualistic performances, if one cannot satisfy the spiritual
master, he has no access to spiritual perfection.

T R AR (SN
L, .}‘.\Iﬂ rl_‘%i_&; L 4
i i..". bb(i




Because the common man is unable to control the senses
and the mind, it is therefore his duty to seek the shelter of a
great soul or a great devotee of the Lord and just try to please
him. That will make his life perfect. A common man cannot
rise to the topmost stage of spiritual perfection simply by
following the rituals and religious principles. He has to take
shelter of a bona fide spiritual master and work under his
direction faithfully and sincerely: then he becomes perfect,
without a doubt.

Srila Ripa Gosvami has given directions, in his Bhakti-
rasamyrta-sindhu, on how to accept a bona fide spiritual mas-
ter and how to deal with him. First, the desiring candidate
must find a bona fide spiritual master,and then he must very
eagerly receive instructions from him and execute them. This
is reciprocal service. A bona fide spiritual master or saintly
person always desires to elevate a common man who comes
to him. Because everyone is under the delusion of maya and
is forgetful of his prime duty, Krsna consciousness, a saintly
person always desires that everyone become a saintly person.
It is the function of a saintly person to invoke Krsna con-
sciousness in every forgetful common man.,

The bona fide disciple considers himself lucky to receive

the message of Krsna consciousness by aural reception. One
should be very inquisitive to hear with open ears from the
authorized source of the bona fide spiritual master. How is
one to receive? One should receive the transcendental mes-
sage by aural reception. The favor of the spiritual master is
notreceived through any other part of the body but the ears.
This does not mean, however, that the spiritual master gives
a particular type of mantra in exchange for some dollars and
if the man meditates on that then he achieves perfection and
becomes God within six months, Such aural reception is
bogus. The real fact is that a bona fide spiritual master
knows the nature of a particular man and what sort of duties
he can perform in Krsna consciousness, and he instructs him
in that way. He instructs him through the ear, not privately,
but publicly. “You are fit for such and such work in Krsna
consciousness. You can act in this way.” One person is
advised to act in Krsna consciousness by working in
the Deity room, another is advised to act in Krsna conscious-
ness by performing editorial work, another is advised to
carry out Krsna consciousness in the cooking department.
There are different departments of activity in Krsna con-
sciousness, and a spiritual master, knowing the particular
ability of a particular man, trains him in such a way that by
his tendency to act he becomes perfect. Bhagavad-gita makes
it clear that one can attain the highest perfection of spiritual
life simply by offering service according to his ability just as
Arjuna served Krsna by his ability in the military art. Arjuna
offered his service fully as a military man, and he became
perfect. Similarly, an artist can attain perfection simply by
performing artistic work under the direction of the spiritual

master. If one is a literary man, he can write articles and
poetry for the service of the Lord under the direction of the
spiritual master. One has to receive the message of the spiri-
tual master regarding how to act in one’s capacity, for the
spiritual master is expert in giving such instructions.

This combination, the instruction of the spiritual master
and the faithful execution of the instruction by the disciple,
makes the entire process perfect. Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti
Thikur describes in his explanation of the verse in Bhagavad-
oita, vyavasayatmika buddhih, that one who wants to be
certain to achieve spiritual success must take the instruction
from the spiritual master as to what his particular function
is. He should faithfully try to execute that particular in-
struction and should consider that his life and soul. The
faithful execution of the instruction which he receives from
the spiritual master is the only duty of a disciple, and that
will bring him perfection. One should be very careful to re-
ceive the message from the spiritual master through the ears
and execute it faithfully. That will make one’s life successful,

L]

END

Great Devotees in the Disciplic Line

Above: A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida, the greatest exponent of Krsna consciousness in the modern world.

Far left: Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatt Gosvam, $rila Prabhupada’s gury, the foremost scholar and devotee of the recent age.
Center left: Srila Gaurakisoradasa Babaji Maharaja, guru of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta and intimate student of Srila Bhaktivinoda.
Near left: Stila Thakur Bhaktivinoda, who first initiated Krsna consciousness in the West (McGill University, Canada, 1896).
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Letters

The editors of Back to Godhead welcome correspondence pertaining to the subject matter of Krsna consciousness.
All letters will be personally replied, and correspondence of special interest will be published regularly.

Satsvartipa dasa

President, Boston Temple

40 North Beacon Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02134

Dear Sir,

I hope you won’t think me impudent,
but ’m sincerely interested to hear
from you just what benefit you think
my family will derive from Michael’s
being a devotee that we could not
know or have if he lived as a clean,
helpful, religious and good person out-
side of the temple of devotees. You
would be very helpful if you would
tell me in your own words this answer.
1 have read much of your literature, but
I lack the means to comprehend what
you or any of the literature means when
you say that my family will benefit.

I was rather shocked by an article I
read in a magazine printed in San Diego
concerning your organization. It said
that a California publishing company
was purchasing the rights to publish
Back to Godhead magazine. This in
effect means that somebody will be
commercializing on what started out
as an idealistic concept. To add insult
to injury, this article told about a com-
bine of marketing people who will be
putting out articles of clothing to re-
semble “The Krsna Look,” just as in
past years “The Hippie Look” or the
“Nehru Look” were commercialized
upon.

Looking forward to hearing from
you soon,

Sincerely,
Marilyn Logan
(Mrs. Joseph Logan)

Dear Mrs. Logan,

Please accept my greetings. Hare
Krsna. I have received your letter, and
I am glad that you are interested in the
potency of Krsna consciousness. Let
me tell you that in the authorized Vedic
scriptures it is said that if one becomes
a staunch devotee of the Lord, he
liberates generations of his parents who
came beﬁ)re him, as well as those who
will come after him in that family. You
have asked how your son’s becoming
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a devotee will benefit you and your
family. The answer is that each one of
us after death will take another life
according to the work we’ve done in
this life. As long as we are not in pure
love of God, which is very rare, we must
come back to take another material
body, and if we have committed sinful
activities we may be forced to take a
body of a lower animal, or, just as
described in the Christian religion, we
may have to go to a hellish planet.
However, on the strength of his off-
spring’s being a pure devotee, a parent
caught in a hellish condition will be lib-
erated from suffering. In other words,
your son can liberate any of his family
members who are in a fallen or difficult
position. Thus by the virtue of his
being a devotee, the whole family can
enter the spiritual world where life is
eternal. That is the potency of Krsna
consciousness. Aside from these eternal
facts, you say that Michael may have
become a clean, helpful, religious and
good person living outside the temple
of devotees. If you value these things—
cleanliness, religion and morality—then
why object that Michael has entered
an institution where these principles
are the very way of life and where he is
assured of remaining always pure and
religious because his activities, all day
long, twenty-four hours a day, are in
the service of God? It may be possible
that outside of the association of devo-
tees one can also be clean and reli-
gious, but it is more difficult due to
contact with persons who are interested
in illicit sex, intoxication and too much
sense gral:ification and who are miss-
ing the real point of life—to realize God.
In the association of devotees, Michael's
position as clean and religious is as-
sured, and you should also feel assured
of his safety and know that he will not
fall prey to the immoral vices which
are widespread in modern civilization.
Moreover, he is doing the topmost wel-
fare work in trying to teach others
about their relationship with God.
Krsna consciousness is not sectarian;
it is an authorized science of God. This
is understood by persons who know
the real essence of religion.

1 do not know anything about the
article in a San Diego magazine you
referred to regarding our organization’s
selling the rights to publish Back to
Godhead. But I do know that this is
not a fact. [ am an editor of Back to
Godhead, and there is no such negoti-
ation underway. Back to Godhead is
completely controlled by the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness just to present our philoso-
phy to the mass of people who are
in forgetfulness of Krsna. There is no
plan underway to sell any rights. As
for businessmen selling clothing re-
sembling the clothing devotees wear,
under the name of the “Krsna Look,”
that may be. I do not know. If there is
imitation, it is a sign that this move-
ment is having an effect on the con-
sciousness of the people. Now, if they
will only start imitating by chanting
Hare Krspa, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna,
Hare Hare /| Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama Rima, Hare Hare, then, even if
they have impure motives, the face of
the whole world will change, and there
will be peace and real prosperity. I have
no objection to your asking questions
about Krsna consciousness, and if you
wish to ask further please feel free to
write.

Yours in the service

of my spiritual master,
Satsvariipa dasa Adhikari
Editor, Back to Godhead




* TnE Pn! PEHSE DO YOU KNOW WHAT
P/ART ONE * MAD EIIE HT or A MAD ELEPHANT WILL
DO IF HE SUDDENLY RUNS LOOSE IN A NICE GARDEN? — HE COMPLETELY
RUINS IT] SIMILARLY, THE VEDIC LITERATURE TELLS US, A COMPLETE RUIN OF LIFE WILL QCCUR
TO ANYONE WHO COMMITS AN OFFENSE AGAINST A PURE DEVOTEE OF 7HE SUPREME LORO, ARSNAS
WE INVITE YOU TO READ ON ABOUT THE ACTUAL INCIDENTS BEFALLING THE FAMOUS BRARMANA, DAKSA.
WHO CAME IN CONFLICT WITH LORD KR$SNAS DEARMOST SERVANT —

LORD SIVE] The Pure Devotee of the Lord
— oS e~

s

KL~ [ AT THE DAWN OF THE UNIVERSAL CREATION, a crent | \SJF
YATNIA* CEREMONY WAS PERFORMED BY THE LEADERS OF MANKIND e

R e L SR s w\v‘\‘\‘m‘m

[ —

THE LEADING BRAHMANA , DAKSA, WE MUST HAVE STORED UP MANY PAST
16 ARRIVING. IS EVERYTHING LIEE TIMES OF GOOD ACTS TO HAVE
PREPARED ? THEN BEGIN CHANT- BEEN AWARDED THIS CHANCE - JusT
ING THE SACRED HYMNS FOR TO CATCH A GLIMPSE OF THE FOREMOST
THE DELIVERANCE OF ALL OF ALL THE DEMIGODS: THE GREAT
MANKIND. FOUR-HEADED BRAHMA | NOT TO MENTION
LORD IVA. THE GREATEST OF ALL
YOGTS , WHO 1S ALWAYS DEEP IN
ECSTATIC TRANCE , MEDITATING ON
LORD KRSNA IN THE HEART.

1

-
' ‘-alm@..? g4
aly {y '. 'r.

@ A 1'@?’

‘-" ! J‘*“i- A
i

L’

4_

#EDITOR'S NOTE: A YATNA MEANS
. — A SACRIFICIAL OFFERING OF RICHES
WRITTEN BY SATSVARUPADASA ADHIKART AND PRAYERS PERFORMED FOR THE
ILLWSTRATED BY JADURANT DEVI DASI PLEASURE OF THE SUPREME PER-
LETTERED BY MURALTVADRNADASA ADHIKART SONALITY OF GODHEAD , KRSNA.

DAKSA'S BODILY
LUSTER IS AS
BRILLIANT AS
THE Sun) 4

EVERYOME PLEASE

RISE AND PAY

RESPECTS To THE
GREAT ONE!

ALL GLORIES
TO THE

OF THIS

WELCOME, GREKT DAKSA!
PLEASE TAKE YOUR PLACE
AND LEAD US [N THESE
CEREMONIES FOR THE
PLERSURE OF KR§MNA!

Logodibiliail t.l\'-'“-'\.l'l\.u;"\ll"nn"\ ;-\\ "\‘;\,\3\\'&\;4\_: A
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AnND LEAD

WELCOME GREAT DAKgAI
PLEASE TAKE YOUR PLACE

THESE <CEREMONIESS

Us 1™

LORD S5IVA
IS A RASCAL!
FOR HIS FOLLOWERS
HE HAS LOWBRED
DEMONS AND GHOSTS
AND YET HE DARES
TO CHALLENGE ME!

EVERYONE PRAISES
MY GLORY, EVEN

LORD BRAHMA, 1T's} __
TRUE, I'M UNMATCHEY Y#S
BUT WHAT'S -THIS ?

L/’D‘:M\f EARS PLAY TRICKS?

BRAHMAKNA DAKS A HAS SPOKEM f

A GREAT OFFENSE_AGAINST
OQUR GREAT LORD, SIVA |

: [

LORD SIVA

HAS wWOT
STooD UP |f
OR SPOKEN

ON TH/S AVGERS ME/! HE DOES NOT
RISE To PRAISE ME!

GOOD PEOPLE, BEFORE WE BEGIN
IN PRAISE OF GOD, 1 MUST SPEAK.
HEAR ME! I SPEAR NOT OuLT
OF ENVY OR ISNORANCE!/

O% / )
1545,
5 % J

DAKSAZ STOP THIS MADNESS. NO
ONE HAS CHALLENGED YOUR EL-
EVATED POSITION. IT 1S CONFIRMED
BY ALL AUTHORITIES THAT LORD

SIVA 1S A PURE DEVOTEE OF GOD.
HE IS MOT TO BE CRITICIZED
ACTING AS AN ORDINARY MAN. h

IF HE DOES NOT
RISE TO GREET \"Ol?{

JUST BY REMAINING
ABSOREBED IN THOUGHT
OF KRSNA

HE 1S DpDoING
THE GREATEST
GooD FOR You
AND ALL
HOMANKIND |

SIVA \ﬂ.‘ruowﬂ HE IS MARRIED
DID NOT TO MY DAUGBHTER AND
STAND TO IS THEREFORE MY §UB-
RESPECT ORDINATE HE 1S NOT
ME 11 RESPECTFUL , HIS ASSO-
CIATES ARE LOW AND
IS HEART +S FILLED

WITH NASTY THINGS Y
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LORD SIVA'S DISCIPLES BECAME
MADDENED AT THE FALSE AND
BLIND ATTACK MADE AGMNST
THEIR CHIEF AND THEY ROSE
FOR REVENGE,..

YOU BRAHMANAS I HOW CAN
You S/ THERE AND TOL-
ERATE THE CURSING OF
LORD S/VA By DAKSA ?

SomE OF voo [ WHOEVER supPoRTS
&VEn APPRoVE| THIS Foolt’s BLas-

8y SMILING. PHEMY 15 DOOMED
AND HE WIL NEVER
ANow ETERNAL
ITPIRITUAL LIFE.

L

f CANNOT BEAR To OFFER

N e s 7o creen N
SIVA IS MHERE! HE MHAS
BEEN DISRESPECTFULY

PLEASE DO NoOT |l
LEAVE OUR COM-
PANY, DAKSA.




CUFPSES AND COUNTERCURSES ARE
FLUNG BACE AND FORTH BSETWEEN THE,
ECLLOWERS ©OF LORD SIVA AND DAKSA:

b,

YoU HYPOCR/ITES 7
] ?
e Thal,
- | ¢
-3 w3 2.
£ g i h
hy | ' ! !
b W vy ! A
Rl
i -‘-.I.‘, 4 4 r
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DAKkSA /18 RiGHT | X
CURSE Yau FOLLOWERS
OF SIVA A5 ATHEISTS |}
NOT BY MY CURSING
ARE YOU ATHEISTS; You
ARE ALREADY soO!

YOUR PESPLE WILL BE COM-
DEMMNEDR FOR THIS To LINE
AS ISNORAMNT ., AND YOU WILL
FOLLOW DAKSA 1IN LINING

OMNLY FOR PRIDE OF POSITON

YOUR PECPLE
WILL DE@RADE
TO INDULGENCE
1IN SWINE DRINK-
ING AND FLESH
EATING. THE
FOLLOWERS OF
LORD SiVA WiLL
BE KNOWN AS i\
CRAZY. F g,

| CURSE YOU ToO WINE
BIRTH AFTER BIRTH IN
SUCH IGNORANCE !

.'1) 3

LORD SIVA 1S LEAVING !
THE SACRIFILE /5 RUINED }

LATER, IN HIS ABODE, LORD S/VA P&
SPEAKS WITH HIS WIFE, SAT7. &

MY DEAR LORD, THEY SAY ™Y FATHER
ORKSH vADS BESUN ANOTHER OPULENT
YATNA, MANY BEAUTIFUL WOMEN IN
FINE CLOTHING, ALONG WITH THEIR
HUSBANDS, ARE ALL GOING THERE
IN AIRPLANES. papY WE oo Too i

i

I'M NOT INTERESTED N
DRESSING UP AND
GOING TO SOCIAL
FUNCTIONS. WE'LL
BE HAPPIER THINK- [
ING OF LORD VISN U ¥

BUT MY LORD !
I'M MOT AS
SPIRITUALLY
ADVNANCED AS
You.I BEGTHAT
\WE DRESS OP
GO THERE.

DO NOT WISH To
EVEN REMEMBER THE HEART= \.
PIERCING SPEECHES OF DAKSA |,
AT THAT LAST CEREMONY,

LET ALONE &O THERE ...

/7/, =

N0/ | CAN FORSEE THAT
AD SOON AT YOU REACH
i THE HOUSE OF DAKSA
A HE WILL BE ANGRY AT
B, (OU SINCE YYOU'RE MY WIFE.

Z .
"l I ORPER
You NoT

LORD SIVA \s KNOWN AS THE
MOST KIND. SO WHY 18 HE
NOT KIND To ME 7

PLEASE FORGIVE ME L
I MUST GO TO THE YATNA

I SHALL GO..
I MU

ATTEND My
Y FATHER S
H{ CEREMONY!
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% I'M AFRAID FOR HWER , T MUST FOL-"
" LOW AND PROTECT HER. WHO 3
: KNOWS WHAT THOSE
_SO-CALLED BRAH-
MANAS MAY DO, |
MOTIVATED @Y
THEIR ENVY
AND PRIDE?

HOW EOOLISH IS MY WOMANLY
NATURE THAT I WAVE COME
HERE WITHOUT MY LORD ,
SEEKING SOCIAL PI.E&I:E“DE-
MY FATHER IS SO_HARD-
TED| HE DOESN'T
l"\fu:nmud ME BECAUSE

S 30 ENVIOUS
H%Fl Lo?ao VA,

- SATI, ALONE,REACHES THE

- YATNA AND IS RECOGNRZE

BY ALL AS THE OAUGHTER |
OF BRAHMANA DAKSA.

YOUR DAUGHTER 1S HERE.

e P
NEVER MIND, | CANNO
; SE DI STURBED N OOR -
DISPATCH A PARTY AT oNcel
TO GUARD MY SKTI, AND PRE- EXECUTION -OF YATRA
PARE MY BULL CARRIER AND - Cowion,
OUR ARMIES. SATI HAS GONE s &
OFF TO THE YATNA.WE R
WILL FOLLOW AND SEE
THAT NO HARM cCOMES
TO HER.

LAVCHTERS! YOU MOTHER! HOW
HAVE COME soO CAN FATHER BE
FAR ALonve s SO UNKIND?

LEARNED MEN! WEAR ME

ALTHOUGH T AM A WOMAN! WHO
IS IT THAT CAN FIND FAULT

WITH LORD 5IVA? WHAT HAS
HE DOME WRONG ?.<

THE SUPREME LORD
CALLS LORD SIVA
H1S PURE DEVOTEE
AND HAS PUT HIM
IN CHARGE OF
DESTROYING ALL
THIS AT THE TIME
OF ANNIHI LATION.
DAKSA HAS
COMMITTED
A GREAT
OFFENSE
7 AGAINST
Him .

I CAN SEE
THAT MY FATHER
HAS LEFT ouT
THE OFFERING

BEFORE You ALL 3
s SHALL QurrM
BOoYy AND TESTIFY
To YOUR OFFENSE
AGAINST A PURE
DEVOTEE.,

SHE RAISED HER LIFE AIR UP TO HER
FORENEAD, AND MEDI/ITATING OoN

I LORD SIVA, HER PURE SOU 'LEFT

y AER BoDY, WHICH ERUPTED N B

BLAZING FIRE! [ iy & "

S/TTING ON THE GROUND, SHE cLOSED

HER EYES AND BECAME ABSORBED
IN MYSTIC YOSA....

HORRIBLE SIHT! | THIS GREAT OUTRAGE!
HORRIBLE DAy! [ WILL 8S8E HEARD THROUSH-
SATI'S BURNEDY our THE UNIVERSE—

7o DEATHN, AND DAKSA WYL
. PRY FOR THISIY

HAS THE PO!
TO DESTROY
THE UNNERSE
BY HIS FIRE
DANCE. HOW
WILL HE TAKE
THE NEWS OF
SATIS DERTH?

THIS 13 THE ?
HEAVIEST DAY IN
y HISTORY! WAIT

\:

g’ﬂ'ru LORD reeeJO BE
VA LEARNS H/IS CONTINVED
i PUEEN 15 DEADY | Ty
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JLECPERS AWAKE

(continued from page 15)

The next morning I went around to
his apartment to see him alone. He
welcomed me in and told me that he
needed help in spreading this philoso-
phy. I noticed that he was typing, and
I asked if I could be of any help there.
I was a very good typist, and not know-
ing any other way to help, offered my
services. He handed me the first chap-
ter of the Second Canto of Srimad-
Bhdgavatam and asked if 1 could type
it out. I set up a typewriter in his room
and began to work.

I typed most of the morning and
then told him that if there was any
more typing he needed done, to let
me know, that [ would be glad to take
it home, “Oh, I have lots more,” he
said, opening his closet door and
pulling out two huge bundles of paper
tied with saffron cloth. There were
thousands of pages in the bundles. 1
was astounded. It looked like a life-
time of typing.

Farly Morning Meetings

The next week, which was the first
week in a sultry New York August, a
time when the air hangs so hot and
heavy that it obscures the tops of
buildings with a yellow mist, Srila
Prabhupiada received a box of hand-
bills which had been donated by a
friend. There must have been five
thousand of them, and they read:
“Practice the transcendental sound
vibration Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krgna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rima, Hare Hare.
This chanting will cleanse the dust
from the mirror of the mind.” Then
Srila Prabhupada’s name was given and
the name of the International Society
for Krishna Consciousness, 26 Second
Avenue, and the times of the
meetings—7:00 a.m. daily and 7:00
p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
At the bottom of the sheet was the
invitation: “You are cordially invited
to come and bring your friends.”
“There they are,” Srila Prabhupida
told us. “Now you simply have to
distribute.” 1 took a handful of the
bills, “You think they’re all right?”
he asked me. I told him I thought they

were fine. “We will call our society
ISKCON,” he then told us, smiling.
“What’s that?” I asked.
“]-S-K-C-O-N,” he spelled the letters
out, “ISKCON-—International Society
for Krishna Consciousness.”” Then he
laughed. He was obviously having fun.
It was also in early August that we
began attending the early morning
meetings. None of us had ever gotten
up before ten or eleven in the morning,
but the magnetism of Srila Prabhupada
drew us out of our dark Mott Street
dens at 6:30 and down from fifth
floor apartments into deserted Lower
East Side streets. | would walk briskly
over to Srila Prabhupida’s, chanting
Hare Krsna and feeling better than
ever before. Miraculously the Lower
East Side no longer looked drab. The
sidewalks and buildings seemed to
sparkle, and in the early morning, be-
fore the smog set in, the sky was red
and golden. I would sing all the way to
his front foyer then ring the buzzer
marked A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami,
and the door would buzz and open,
and I would go through the hallway
on through the small patio between the
back apartment and the storefront
and up to his small second floor
apartment, tip-toeing quietly in order
not to awaken the neighbors.
Those early morning meetings were
the most beautiful and most intimate,
“Softly,” he would say, just lightly

touching the cymbals together, and we
would barely touch our hands to clap.
He would chant ‘sarisara-davanala-
lidha-loka” with his eyes closed and
sit in the rays of sun that streamed
through the windows in the early
morning, We would listen, entranced,
then join in response to Hare Krsna.
Afterwards he would give a copy of
Bhagavad-gita to one of us and would
have us read the Sanskrit translitera-
tions, correcting our mispronuncia-
tions, and then the text. Then he would
begin to explain each verse thoroughly.
There were only six or eight of us at
these meetings, so we had ample
opportunity to discuss the philosophy
with him. I often felt that I knew very
little about what was being said, and
because of this I sometimes wondered
why I kept returning. But gradually it
secemed that I was just becoming
addicted to sitting and listening to
him. Actually, by Krsna’s mercy, |
had nothing else to do. I had returned
from India with practically no money,
and though I hadn’t worked for over a
year, | wasn’t even interested in look-
ing for a job. I did have a feeling,
however, that the Bhagavad-gita was a
key to a larger consciousness of which
I could somehow partake. | desperately
wanted a teacher to lead me into a
world which [ knew existed and which
I felt was very near to me, vet somehow
could not reach,
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Divine Intoxication

Shortly after we distributed the
handbills, Srila Prabhupiada informed
us that he would like to go out into
one of the parks to chant. This sur-
prised us all, and after conferring we
decided that Washington Square was
the best place. It was on a Sunday,
when Washington Square is most
crowded, that we followed Srila
Prabhupada down the sidestreets of the
Lower East Side to the park. There
must have been about ten of us then,
and | remember the stares Srila
Prabhupida’s saffron robe, beadbag
and pointed white shoes received. It
was almost like following a Martian
down the street. Somehow he floated
through it all, seemingly unaware of
the stares, comments and general sen-
sation he was creating.

We walked through the Sunday
crowds of Washington Square, and
finally Srila Prabhupada chose a place
to sit down on the grass next to teen-
agers who were kissing and playing
bongo drums. There was a sign that
said “Keep OIff the Grass,” but every-
one ignored it, $rila Prabh upada pulled
up his robes and sat comfortably and
solidly upon the ground, and we
followed suit self-consciously., He
played a pair of cymbals and led us
chanting Hare Krspa, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama,
Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
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By that time one of us had acquired a
small drum and managed to follow
Srila Prabhupada’s rhythm.We chanted
about three minutes and immediately
a crowd gathered around us. I remem-
ber one sailor who listened for a few
seconds then threw his cigarette to
the ground and huffed, “What the
hell is this?” Very quickly the police
swooped down on us, and one of the
policemen asked who was in charge of
our group. We could only indicate
Srila Prabhupada. The policeman
turned to him and said, “Don’t you
see the sign?” Srila Prabhupida looked
again at the **Keep Off the Grass™ sign,
then smiled charmingly and walked
down onto the asphalt. We followed
him and asked if he wanted someone
to run back to the temple to get a
rug, but he said “No,” and once more
sat down firmly, this time on the hot
asphalt, and we sat in a circle around
him, We chanted Hare Krsna for
about thirty minutes, and the crowd
thickened. No one joined in the chant.
They were all perplexed. It was the
first time that sankirtana had been
held before the public in America.
After the chanting, Srila Prabhupada
told me to read his preface to Srimad-
Bhagavatam to the people who had
assembled. | remember reading the
passage:

“Disparity in the human society is
due to the basic principle of a godless
civilization, There is God or the
Almighty One from whom every-
thing emanates and by whom every-
thing is merged to rest. The material

scientist is trying to find out the ulti-
mate source of creation very insuffi-
ciently, but it is a fact that there is one
ultimate source of everything that be.
This ultimate source is explained ration-
ally and authoritatively in the beautiful
Bhagavatam or Srimad-Bhagavatam.”

When reading this passage, I did not
recognize my own voice, for it seemed
to me that a larger voice was speaking
through me. The Airtana, which was
the first that any of us had ever attend-
ed in public, had a strangely exhil-
arating effect on us all. We felt divine-
ly intoxicated, and I marvelled at
the unusual power of the mantra
when chanted publicly. Actually Lord
Caitanya specifically recommended
sankirtana, or the public chanting of
Hare Krsna amidst many people, for
this age of chaos (Kali).

After the kirtana, we asked Srila
Prabhupidda whether he thought our
public performance successful. He was
so happy with it that he requested that
we go out every afternoon and chant
in the streets and parks. Following his
request, about six or eight of us would
walk around the Village in the after-
noon and even up and down the narrow
streets of Chinatown, playing a bongo
drum and cymbals and chanting the
magic mantra. We must have looked
pretty ragged, and I'm sure we didn’t
make much of an impression, but
there was lots of spirit. Despite our
bumbling selves, Srila Prabh upada had
launched Lord Caitanva's sankirtana
movement in the Western world.

END



“When one is enlightened

with the knowledge

by which nescience is destroyed,
then his knowledge reveals everything,
as the sunlights up everything

inthe daytime.”

“Bhagavad-gita, 5.16
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advanced students of the science of love of God.
292pp., 11 illus., hardcover $5.95, paperback $3.95
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vibrations from the pure devotee. This album by
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An authoritative recording of His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada singing
the Hare Krsna mantra and other transcendental
chants. 54.00

Radha-Krsna Temple Album

This is a first recording of pure devotional
songs in the ancient spiritual language Sanskrit.
These eternal sounds of love release the receptive
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Jayadvaita dasa

just a few carefully chosen words can
change our whole outlook. We may
have had the experience of hearing or
reading even a short passage of poetry
or prose that carries such deep import
that it touches the heart and moves us
to act. A powerful slogan can influence
millions of people to rally in support
of a political cause, and the mention of
a girl's name may trigger a flood of
poignant memories,

Transcendental sound acts in a simi-
lar way, but in relationship to the
spirit soul. We have a very intimate
and loving relationship with the Su-
preme Person, Kysna, but somehow (in-
explicably) we’ve forgotten this rela-
tionship in the endless complications of
time, When we hear the transcendental
sound “Krsna,” our memory is gradu-
ally revived. Say this sound to your-
self: Krsna,

28 Back to Godhead

The soul is like a sleeping man. When
a man sleeps at night, he forgets his
real life to wander in a world of dreams.
Similarly, the soul has a real life of
eternal bliss and knowledge, but when
the soul falls asleep, he wanders in the
dreamland which we now call “the
real world.” As a sleeping man can be
called back to consciousness when he
hears the sound of his name, so the
dormant spirit soul is stirred to tran-
scendental life by the vibration of the
name Krsna,

Hare Krspa is a transcendental
sound. We do not need to make any
mental or intellectual adjustments to
understand it. Simply by chanting, one
can understand what chanting is. The
sweet feeling that devotees of Krsna rel-
ish by chanting Hare Kysna is like the
taste of honey. The only way to appre-
ciate the taste of honey is to taste it,
and similarly the way to appreciate the
transcendental sound Krspa is to chant
it. We can write doctoral theses about
honey or chemically analyze it, but if
we want to understand it we have to
taste the honey itself, Speculating
about Krsna is like licking a bottle of
honey—one must open the bottle and
taste the honey itself, not just lick the
jar.

Devotees of Krsna take great plea-
sure in chanting the name of Krsna
and in describing His transcendental
form, qualities and pastimes. This is
described in Bhagavad-gita, where Lord
Krsna says, “My devotees derive great
transcendental satisfaction and bliss
from enlightening one another and
conversing about Me,” Krsna is the

reservoir of pleasure, and pure devo-
tees of Krsna are always swimming in
this transcendental reservoir.

Only Krsna can fully satisfy the
spirit soul because the soul craves an
eternal relationship. If we have a sweet
relationship with someone, we do not
want it to end. We want the love we
treasure to go on and on. “A diamond
is forever.” But in the material world
all relationships, no matter how sweet,
must come to an end, just as dreams
do. Friends, relatives and lovers are
brought together for some time and
then separated again, like seaweed in
the ocean or chessmen on a playing
board.

Chanting Hare Krsna can give us real
satisfaction because it revives our eter-
nal relationship with Krsna. It is not
mechanical or ritualistic. Our love for
Krsna is sleeping, but the transcenden-
tal vibration of Hare Krsna knocks on
the door of the heart and arouses this
dormant love. This love, when awak-
ened, is vibrant, alive, personal. It is
not theoretical or scholastic. The devo-
tee of Krsna if filled with appreciation
of the beauty of Krsna, the mercy
of Krsna, the greatness of Krsna and
all of Krsna’s transcendental qualities,
and therefore he is absorbed in love of
Krsna, and he wants to serve Him for-
ever and glorify Him constantly.

Just as a code word can revive dis-
tant memories by reference to a con-
text, so there are different transcen-
dental stimuli which can potently act
to revive our dormant Krsna conscious-
ness, The most important of these
stimuli are hearing and chanting about
Krsna.



[f one hears about Krsna from a
pure devotee of Krsna, he can become
enlightened in Krsna consciousness. A
pure devotee always speaks on the basis
of authoritative scriptural references,
and because he has personally realized
the subject matter, when he speaks the
audience is infused with transcendental
inspiration. Hearing about Krsna from
scholars or professional reciters will
not produce the same effect. One
should hear about Krsna from the
right person,

On the transcendental platform,
there is no difference between Krsna
and His name or His glories. Material-
ly, this is not so. If we say the name
“water,” the name alone is not enough
to quench our thirst. The name water
and the substance water are different.
But there is no difference between the
name Krsna and the person Krsna,
Krsna is personally present when we
chant His names.

This is a matter of realization. Krsna
is present in His name, but we have to
realize it, This realization is not cheap,
but it will come to one who sincerely
chants Hare Krsna. It is gradual, The
first symptoms of such realization are
a feeling of bliss and an urge to dance
along with the chanting. Gradually, by
chanting, the devotee feels the personal
presence of Krspa more and more. The
devotees of the Hare Krsna movement
chant Hare Krsna all day long, and
there are many devotees who have
been in for several
years. They always chant the name
Krsna over and over, but they do not
feel boredom or monotony, They feel

the movement

ever-increasing  transcendental
and this is why they keep chant-
ing. Discussion about Krsna is also not
different from Krsna. By hearing talks
about Krsna, one will gradually realize
the presence of Krsna. By hearing
about Krsna one becomes blissful and
enlightened in Krsna consciousness.

Topics about Krsna are an ocean of
bliss, ana the depth of that ocean is un-
limited. Since Krsna is unlimited, His
name, form, qualities and pastimes are
also unlimited. That is why Krsna con-
sciousness is the profoundest philoso-
phy in the world. Once Lord Caitanya
was explaining a verse from Srimad-
Bhagavatam, a Vedic literature that
describes the pastimes of Krsna, and for
one word alone He gave sixty differ-
ent explanations. "S"r?armd—BhEgavaram
is the representation of the Supreme
Lord Krsna,” He explained. “There-
fore .S"rTmad-Bh@gcwaram is not differ-
ent from Krsna. So, as Krsna is un-
limited, similarly in each word and
each letter of §r?ma(J-Br'-:ﬁgat:aram there
are unlimited meanings, and one can
understand them by association with
devotees.”

When we hear about Krsna in asso-
ciation with devotees,we begin to real-
ize that we have a relationship with
Krsna. This realization comes from
Krsna Himself, Krsna is in the heart of
everyone,and when He sees that some-
one is sincerely hearing about Him in
association with devotees, from within
He purifies the hearer and bestows
upon him transcendental knowledge
and bliss. If we could travel at the
speed of the mind for thousands of

years, still we could not reach Krsna by
mental speculation. Krsna cannot be
conquered by the mind. But Krsna is
pleased to reveal Himself to a sincere
devotee.

“Krsna freely moves with His friends
as a cowherd boy in Vrndavana.” This
is just one line from Teachings of Lord
Caitanya, a book on the science of
Krsna by our spiritual master, His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada. By casually read-
ing these words once, we may not
catch anything beyond the ordinary,
but if we examine them carefully, we
will find a wealth of transcendental
knowledge about God that has not pre-
viously been available to us.

Krsna means God, but the name
means more than that. “God” is a title,
like President.God is the supreme con-
troller. Everyone is a controller to
some extent—we control our children,
our wife, our friends, or a cat or dog—
and the supreme controller, who con-
trols everyone else, is called God. But
God has a name also, just as the Presi-
dent has a name. If we know the chief
executive as “Mr, President,” this is
certainly a relationship with the Presi-
dent, but his intimate associates know
him on a first-name basis. “President”
is the post, but ultimately the Presi-
dent is a person.
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So although Krsna is God, the con-
ception of Krsna is higher than that of
God. The word “God” only refers to a
fragment of His opulence. Knowledge
of Krsna is higher knowledge because
Krsna means “All-attractive.”

How is He all-attractive? He is the
most beautiful, the most strong, the
most famous, the most wealthy, the
most renounced and the most intelli-
gent of all persons. He can attract the
whole world by His transcendental
pastimes.

God is the controller of everything,
but His main business is enjoyment.
God is the supreme enjoyer. How does
He enjoy? Simply by His desire He has
expanded an entire spiritual world,
where everything is blissful and eternal.
This spiritual abode is called Goloka
Vrndavana. s

Goloka Vindavana is a planet in the

spiritual world, and it is shaped like a
gigantic lotus flower. In Vyndavana
there are beautiful trees and fields and
lakes and rivers. The houses are made of
spiritual gems, there are thousands of
cows grazing in the fields, and there
are beautiful birds like swans, cuckoos
and peacocks.
_ These descriptions are not fanciful
or imaginary. They are taken directly
from Vedic literatures.* The same
Vedic literature which includes the
exalted philosophical analyses of the
Vedanta-sittra also includes these tran-
scendental descriptions of the spiritual
world. The followers of the Vedic
principles accept these descriptions as
factual on the basis of standard au-
thority.

* cintamaypi-prakara-sadmasu, etc.
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God does not live in a congested
metropolis with cars, factories and sub-
ways. He lives on an eternal planet
shaped like a lotus flower amidst gar-
dens of fruits and flowers. And He is
not an old man with a beard, as some
people have imagined. Why should God
be old? The Vedic literatures inform
us, adyam purapa-purusam nava-yau-
vanam ca: “Although He is the oldest
person, He has the eternal form of a
fresh youth.” He is eternally a sixteen-
year-old boy.

Krspa, the ocean of the eternal
beauty of youth, moves in waves of
beauty. His transcendental body never
deteriorates, since the Lord is above
the jurisdiction of time. His body is of

a spiritual dark blue color, and His
palms and the soles of His feet are
reddish. His feet are so beautiful that
they are compared to lotus flowers,
and His ankles are decorated by jew-
eled anklets that jingle as He walks.
His dress is bright yellow, like light-
ning, and He wears a beautiful pearl
necklace. A fragrant flower garland
decorates His body. In His hands He
holds a flute, and by playing on this
flute He can attract the minds of all
living entities. His face is compared to
the moon, and on His head He always
wears a peacock feather. His tran-
scendental form is the eternal reservoir
of all beauty; from His beauty all other
beautiful things emanate.



Krsna plays as a cowherd boy. The
Supreme Lord is the supreme con-
troller of the material and spiritual
worlds. The sun, the moon and all the
planetary systems spin in their orbits
under His supervision, as do even the
atomic particles. Time, space and ac-
tivity are all under His control. Every-
thing rests on Him, as pearls are strung
on a thread, and not a blade of grass
moves without His sanction. But for
enjoyment the Lord has invented tran-
scendental informal pastimes as a cow-
herd boy. He enjoys herding the cows,
playing His flute, and playing in the
fields with His friends. He gives plea-
sure to the land, the cows and the sen-
ses of all living entities, and therefore

He is also called Govinda.

God is not impersonal. He has a
form, a name, a home, friends and pas-
times, but these are all unlimited. The
impersonal idea is arrived at by nega-
tive reasoning in the absence of posi-
tive knowledge. The impersonalist rea-
sons, “Man has a body, but that body
is limited and temporary. So God can-
not have a body. Man has a name, but
that name is a designation. So God
must be nameless.” In this way he
arrives at the conclusion that God is a
formless, nameless, senseless being
without qualities and pastimes. In this
way the impersonalist, due to a poor
fund of knowledge, misses out on the
nectar of spiritual life.

The impersonal conception is the
beginning of spiritual life, but advanced
understanding is personal. In the be-
ginning, by speculation, one can come
to understand that God must have no
material limitations, such as material
form, material name or material quali-
ties. But why should He not have spiri-
tual form, a spiritual name and spiritual
qualities? He does.

To say that God is unlimited and
then to say that He cannot be a person
is contradictory. If God is unlimited,
why can’t He be a person? He can do
whatever He wants. Everyone else is a
person—why should God be imperson-
al? If He is impersonal, how from Him
have so many persons come? God must
be a person, but He is not a person like
us. His name, fame, qualities and pas-
times are all blissful, eternal and full
of knowledge.

God in His personal form cannot
be understood by speculation or hy-
pothesis. Detailed information of the
Personality of Godhead can only be
understood by hearing it from authori-
ties in disciplic succession. Such knowl-
edge comes down to us by a descend-
ing process. Originally God revealed
Himself to Brahma, the first created
person, and he transmitted this knowl-
edge to his disciple Narada, who trans-
mitted it to his disciple,and in this way
the knowledge is passed down intact.
It is like che ripe fruit of a tree—if it is
handed down carefully from hand to
hand from the top of the tree, then it
will reach the ground intact, and one
can relish the juice. In this way,
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
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Swami Prabhupada is the present rep-
resentative of an unbroken line of
disciplic succession. His teachings do
not deviate from those of the previous
spiritual masters, and one can verify
this claim by consulting the revealed
scriptures given by Brahma and others
in the line.

Everyone should be captivated by
the personal features of Krsna and thus
become perfect. It is a simple, gradual
process. It begins when one starts hear-
ing about Krsna or chanting Hare Krsna
or rendering some small service. Gradu-
ally, in this way, one’s relationship with
Kysna is revived, and it develops more
and more, until-in the perfectional
stage—one can become a personal
associate of Kryspa’s in the spiritual
world,

This is the position of Krsna’s
friends. They are all perfect in Kyspa
consciousness because they are totally
in love with Kysna. Kysna’s friends have
no interest other than Krspa. He is their
life and soul. And, in reciprocation,
Kysna gives Himself fully to His friends.
These friends are all great devotees of
the Lord who have become eligible to
participate in Krsna’s pastimes due to
their perfectional advancement in
Kyspa consciousness,

Krspa’s dealings with His friends are
very confidential. Generally God is
thought of with great awe and rever-
ence and is worshiped by His devotees
with great veneration and respect. This
is true even in the spiritual world.

\

The temples of the Krsna consciousness movement do not
belong to the devotees who live in them—they belong to
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Lord Sri Krsna
and His eternal consort Srimati Radharani, as represented
in the temple in Their eternal forms, are considered the
supreme proprietors of the temple; all the devotees are Their
servants, and all the activities performed are for Their enjoy-
ment. Furthermore, since Krsna is for everyone, everyone is
welcome to come to Krsna's temples, learn about Krsna and
share in the enjoyment of Krsna consciousness,

Although Krsna consciousness may sometimes seem puz-
zling, complicated or foreign, it is actually a very simple pro-

Krspa appreciates this service very
much, but for even greater enjoyment
He likes some slack in the relationship.
Krsna is very pleased when a devotee
worships Him with awe and reverence,
but He is pleased even more when
these are dropped. Krsna’s friends in
the spiritual world are so in love with
Krsna that they do not even care that
He is God. To them it doesn’t matter.
They just know that He’s wonderful.

Krsna plays freely with them. They
laugh and jump and play together in
the fields. They enjoy herding cows,
joking together, going on adventures
and playing games. Sometimes Krsna
and His friends play games, and Kyspa
loses and has to carry one of His
friends on His shoulders.

Krspa and His friends are not or-
dinary cowherd boys. Krsna is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
His friends are all great devotees. Kysna
is realized as impersonal transcendental
bliss by impersonalists, He is wor-
shiped as the Supreme Lord by His
devotees, and by mundane thinkers
He is considered an ordinary human
being. But the cowherd boys, after a
huge accumulation of pious activities,
are able to play with Him as His inti-
mate friends.

The temporary friendship we know
in the material world is just a dim, per-
verted reflection of the transcendental
relationship between Krspa and His
friends. Krsna’s transcendental activi-
ties are all eternal. Both Krspa and

Krsna’s devotees in the spiritual world
have eternal bodies that are full of
bliss and never deteriorate. The eternal
activities of Krspa and His friends are
free from contamination by matter.
There is no possibility of birth, death,
disease or old age in the spiritual world.

Since everyone has an eternal re-
lationship with Krspa, everyone can
attain to the spiritual world if he is
properly trained. If one can properly
understand the science of Kysna under
the guidance of a pure devotee of
Krsna,a bona fide spiritual master, then
he also can become a pure devotee, by
the grace of the spiritual master, and
can attain to the spiritual world and
associate with Krspa. This perfection
is practically inconceivable to us in our
present state of forgetfulness of Krsna.
No one can become an associate of
Krsna simply by imagination, specula-
tion or wishful thinking. But if one
takes to the process sincerely, under
the proper guidance, perfection is sure.

Krsna consciousness is perfect in the
beginning and at the end. In the neo-
phyte stage one can derive transcenden-
tal pleasure from chanting Hare Kysna,
hearing about Krsna, eating spiritual
food offered to Krsna, and offering
service to a pure devotee of Krsna,and
by this process, in the perfectional
stage, one can come to serve Krsna
directly in the spiritual world. The
devotees of the Krsna consciousness
movement are aiming for this tran-
scendental goal. END

cess in which anyone may easily participate. The universal
program recommended by spiritual authorities for this age is
simply to chant the Hare Krsna mantra, to dance in ecstasy,
to feast on nicely prepared spiritual food offered to Krsnain
devotion, and to discuss the philosophy of Krsna conscious-
ness. While disarmingly simple, these joyfully performed
activities offer a program of tremendous spiritual potency.
Chanting, dancing, feasting and philosophy—this is a very
natural and agreeable method for advancement in spiritual
life. The Hare Krsna mantra is very pleasing to chant or hear.
By chanting Hare Krsna, one will naturally come to dance in
ecstasy, and after chanting and dancing one can rest and
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relish the taste of the many varieties of spiritual delicacies

-which are offered to Krsna. Furthermore, one may satisfy

his intellectual appetite by applying his mind to the profound
philosophical ideas of Krsna consciousness which are presen-
ted in our books and classes,

By the grace of our spiritual master, we are beginning to
taste the nectar of love of Krsna, and now we want to spread

o

this sweet taste everywhere, Therefore, in order to glorify
Krsna and to spread the bliss of Krsna consciousness, all of
the centers of the Krsna consciousness movement sponsor
weekly Sunday festivals of chanting, dancing, feasting and
philosophy. There are no previous qualifications needed and
no limitations. If you are attracted to Krsna (even slightly),
please come and bring your friends. Hare Krsna.
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B:hagavaa‘-g.?ré, or the Song of the Opulent One,
is the most acientywidely read and authori-
tative religious scripture known to man and is a
book of spiritual knowledge surpassing all others in
beauty, depth and lasting truth. This postgraduate
study of_the science of religion was revealed five
thousand years ago in India as a battlefield dialogue
between the Supreme Personality of Godhead, S
Krsna, and His friend and devotee Arjuna. In seven
hundred perfect and sublime! verses, Sri Krsna,
the master of all mystics and. cause of all causes,
imparted to Arjuna the complete science of the
Absolute Truth, including the paths of work, yoga
and knowledge, and ultimately He revealed the

most confidential secrets of spiritual realization.
Now, the pure message of Bhagavad-gita has
been translated into English by His' DivineAGrace

npt‘tu re

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada with
accurate Sanskrit transliterations, word-for-word
Sanskrit-English synonyms, and full purports to
illuminate. the meaning of each ~verse. Srila
Prabhupada~has received Bhagavad-gita through an
unbroken chain of disciplie succession and'is re-
peating its message as- /t.#s, without change or
interpretation. Thus Bhagavad-gita As It Is is a
storehouse of “profound and scientific spiritual
knowledge, a universal fountain of truth and
beauty which offers a simple, practical andrealistic
understanding that can unite ‘all men everywhere
in a common bond of peaceful cooperation and
spiritual ha: mony. Simpl By reading Bhagavad-gita
As It Is, one may realize the highest perfection of
human life.
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