Godhead is light. Nescience is darkness. Where there is Godhead there is no nescience.

Vol.10 No.8




Photo Bhargava dasa

Nearing the end of its arduous journey from Cal-
cutta to New York ten years ago, the cargo ship
Jaladuta docked briefly in Boston. One of the few
passengers on board was His Divine Crace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, who at the age of
sixty-nine was making his first journey outside of In-
dia. His mission, given him by his spiritual master,
was to teach the science of Krsna consciousness to
the people of the Western world. When he stepped
off the boat, Srila Prabhupada noticed how mate-
rially inclined the people of the West were. He saw
what a difficult task he would have, and he prayed
to Lord Krsna for help. A year later, in a humble
storefront in New York City, he founded the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) and began the movement that's surprising
the world with its remarkable growth and popularity.

Over the past nine years, Srila Prabhupada has

i In San Diego, California, and around the world...

HARE KRSNA, HARE KRSNA, KRSNA KRSNA, HARE HARE/
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

established ISKCON centers (like the one above in
San Diego) in over seventy major cities throughout
the world. His message is simple and clear: “Chant
Hare Krsna, and your life will be sublime.” The Hare
Krsna mantra is a chant or prayer requesting the
Supreme Lord to engage us in His service.

The disciples of Srila Prabhupada, who have taken
his advice and experienced the pleasure of chanting
Hare Krsna and serving the Lord, are naturally eager
to express their gratitude to him. They'll do this for-
mally on August 31, his birthday anniversary, which
is called Vyasa-paja. By a wonderful coincidence,
Vyasa-paja falls on the day following Lord Krsna's
birthday celebration (Janmastami). Therefore both
events are observed side by side with equal en-
thusiasm. You'll find out more about the significance
of these two days as you read through this issue of
BACK TO GODHEAD.

His Divine Grace A.C.Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
Founder-Acdrya of the International Society for Krisnna Consciousness
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““A criminal may say, ‘I did not know the law,’
but he will not be excused if he commits a crime.

om ajiidna-timirandhasya
Jjhananjana-Salakaya

caksur unmilitarir yena
tasmai Sri-gurave namah

“I was born in the darkest ignorance,
and my guru, my spiritual master, opened
my eyes with the torch of knowledge. I
offer my respectful obeisances unto
him”

The word gjfiana means ignorance or
darkness. If all the lights in this room
immediately went out, we would not be
able to rell where we or others are sit-
ting. Everything would become con-
fused. Similarly, we are all in darkness in
this material world, which is a world of
tamas. Tamas or timira means darkness.
This material world is dark, and
therefore it needs sunlight or moonlight
for illumination. However, there is
another world, a spiritual world, that is
beyond this darkness. That world is de-
scribed by Sri Krsna in Bhagavad-gita:

na tad bhdsayate siryo

na sasanko na pavakah
yad gatvd na nivartante

tad dhama paramath mama

“That abode of Mine is not illumined by
the sun or moon, nor by electricity. One
who reaches it never returns to this ma-
terial world” (Bg. 15.6)

From Darkness to Light

The guru’s business is to bring his dis-
ciples from darkness to light. At present
everyone is suffering due to ignorance,
just as one contacts a disease out of ig-
norance. If one does not know hygienic
principles, he will not know what will
contaminate him. Therefore due to ig-
norance there is infection, and we suffer
from disease. A criminal may say, “I did
not know the law,” but he will not be
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Ignorance is no excuse.”

excused if he commits a crime. Ig-
norance is no excuse, Similarly, a child,
not knowing that fire will burn, will
touch the fire. The fire does not think,
“This is a child, and he does not know I
will burn”” No, there is no excuse. Just
as there are state laws, there are also
stringent laws of nature, and these laws
will act despite our ignorance of them. If
we do something wrong out of ig-
norance, we must suffer. This is the law.
Whether the law is a state law or a law
of nature, we risk suffering if we break
it.

The guru’s business is to see that no
human being suffers in this material
world. No one can claim that he is not
suffering. That is not possible. In this
material world, there are three kinds of
suffering: adhydtmika, adhibhautika and
adhidaivika. These are miseries arising
from the material body and mind, from
other living entities and from the forces
of nature. We may suffer mental
anguish, or we may suffer from other

living entities—from ants or mosquitos
or flies—or we may suffer due to some
superior power. There may be no rain or
there may be flood. There may be ex-
cessive heat or excessive cold. So many
types of suffering are imposed by nature.
Thus there are three types of miseries
within the material world, and everyone
is suffering from one, two or three of
them. No one can say that he is com-
pletely free from suffering.

We may then ask why the living entity
is suffering. The answer is: out of ig-
norance. He does not think, “I am com-
mitting mistakes and am leading a sinful
life; that is why I am suffering”
Therefore the gurw’s frst business is to
rescue his disciple from this ignorance.
We send our children to school to save
them from suffering. If our children do
not receive an education, we fear that
they will suffer in the future. The guru
sees that suffering is due to ignorance,
which is compared to darkness. How can
one in darkness be saved? By light. The
guru takes the torchlight of knowledge
and presents it before the living entity
enveloped in darkness. That knowledge
relieves him from the sufferings of the
darkness of ignorance.

Guru is One

One may ask whether the guru is ab-
solutely necessary. The Vedas inform us
that he is:

tad vijfianarthatit sa gurum evabhigacchet
samit-panih srotriyath brahma-nistham

(Mundaka Up. 1.2.12)

The Vedas enjoin us to seek out a gury;
actually, they say to seek out the guru, not
just a guru. The guru is one because he
comes in disciplic succession. What
Vyiasadeva and Krsna taught 5,000



““A rascal guru may say,‘I am God,’ or
‘We are all God.’ That is all right, but we should find out

years ago is also being taught now.
There is no difference between the two
instructions. Although hundreds and
thousands of dcdryas have come and gone,
the message is one. The real guru cannot
be two because the real guru does not
speak differently from his predecessors.
Some spiritual teachers say, “In my
opinion you should do this,” but this is
not a guru. Such so-called gurus are
simply rascals. The genuine guru has
only one opinion, and that is the opinion
expressed by Krsna, Vyisadeva, Narada,
Arjuna, Sri Caitanya Mahiprabhu and
the Gosvamis. Five thousand years ago
Lord Sri Krsna spoke Bhagavad-gita, and
Vyisadeva recorded it. Srila Vyisadeva
did not say, “This is my opinion.”
Rather, he wrote, §ri bhdgavan uvdca, that
is, “The Supreme Personality of of God-
head says”” Whatever Vyisadeva wrote
was originally spoken by the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Srila Vyasadeva
did not give his own opinion.

Consequently, Srila Vyisadeva is a
guru. He does not misinterpret the words
of Krsna but transmits them exactly as
they were spoken. If we send a telegram,
the person who delivers the telegram
does not have to correct it, edit it or add
to it. He simply presents it. That is the
guru’s business. The guru may be this per-
son or that, but the message is the same;
therefore it is said that guru is one.

In the disciplic succession we simply
find repetition of the same subject. In
Bhagavad-gita Sri Krsna says:

man-mana bhava mad-bhakto
thad-yaji man namaskuru

mam evaisyasi yuktvaivam
datmanarir mat-pardyanah

“Engage your mind always in thinking
of Me, become My devotee, offer obei-

what the meaning of God is.”

sances and worship Me. Being com-
pletely absorbed in Me, surely you will
come to Me.“(Bg. 9.34) These very in-
structions were reiterated by all the

dearyas—Riminujicirya, Madhvicirya
and Caitanya Mahiprabhu. The six
Gosvimis also transmitted the same
message, and we are simply following in
their footsteps. There is no difference.
We do not interpret the words of Krsna
by saying, “In my opinion, the Bat-
tlefield of Kuruksetra represents the
human body.” Such interpretations are
set forth by rascals. In the world there
are many rascal gurus who give their own
opinion, but we can challenge any ras-
cal. A rascal guru may say, “1 am God,”
or, “We are all God”” That is all right,
but we should find out from the diction-
ary what the meaning of God is.
Generally, a dictionary will tell us that
the word God indicates the Supreme
Being. Thus we may ask such a gury,
“Are you the Supreme Being?” If he can-
not understand this, then we should give

the meaning of supreme. Any dictionary
will inform us that supreme means “the
greatest authority”” We may then ask,
“Are you the greatest authority?” Such a
rascal guru, even though proclaiming
himself to be God, cannot answer such a
question. God is the Supreme Being and
the highest authority. No one is equal to
Him or greater than Him. Yet there are
many guru Gods, many rascals who claim
to be the Supreme. Such rascals cannot
help us escape the darkness of material
existence. They cannot illumine our
darkness with the torchlight of spiritual
knowledge.

The bona fide guru will simply present
what the supreme gury, God, says in
bona fide scripture. A gum cannot
change the message of the disciplic suc-
cession. Once there was a gentleman
named Vallabhicirya, who was very
devoted to Caitanya Mahiprabhu.
Vallabhicirya wrote a commentary on
Srimad-Bhagavatam, and he presented it to
Caitanya Mahiprabhu, saying, “Lord
Caitanya, please hear my commentary
on Srimad-Bhagavatam. You will find that
it is far better than Sridhara Svimi’s.”
Sridhara Svimi was a very ancient com-
mentator. Caitanya Mahiprabhu im-
mediately rejected Vallabhicirya, say-
ing, *“Oh, are you claiming that you have
written something better than Sridhara
Svimi?” Caitanya Mahaprabhu then
chastised Vallabhicirya, saying, svamike
yini nd manena, tini vesyd. Sri Caitanya
Mahiprabhu sarcastically used the word
svami, which also means husband. He
said, “I think that one who does not rec-
ognize the svami [husband] is a
prostitute.” In other words, “If you do
not recognize Sridhara Svami, then you
are a prostitute. How can I hear from a
prostitute?”
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““One who is serious about understanding spiritual life

No Research Necessary

We must understand that we cannot
carry out research to find the Absolute
Truth. Caitanya Mahiaprabhu Himself
said, “My Guru Mahirija considered me
a great fool” He who remains a great
fool before his guru is a guru himself.
However, if one says, “I am so advanced
that I can speak better than my gury,” he
is simply a rascal. In Bhagavad-gita Sri
Krsna says:

evarh parampara-praptam
imati rdjarsayo viduh
sa kaleneha mahata
yogo nastah parantapa
“This supreme science was thus received
through the chain of disciplic succes-
sion, and the saintly kings understood it
in that way. But in course of time the
succession was broken, and therefore the
science as it is appears to be
lost.” (Bg.4.2)

Taking on a guru is not simply a
fashion. One who is serious about
understanding spiritual life requires a
guru. A guru is a question of necessity, for
one must be very serious to understand
spiritual life, God, proper action and
one’s relationship with God. When we
are very serious about understanding
these subjects, we need a guru. We
shouldn’t go to a guru simply because a
guru may be fashionable at the moment.
Surrender must be there, for without
surrender we cannot learn anything. If
we go to a guru simply to challenge him,
we will learn nothing, But we must ac-
cept the guru just as Arjuna accepted his
gur, §ri Krsna Himself:

karpanya-dosopahata-svabhdavah

prechami tvari dharma-sativmiidha-cetah

yac chreyah syan niscitaris briki tan me

Sisyas te *harh sadhi marit tvarh prapannam
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requires a guru.”

“Now I am confused about my duty and
have lost all composure because of weak-
ness. In this condition I am asking You
to tell me clearly what is best for me.
Now I am Your disciple and a soul sur-
rendered unto You.
me.” (Bg.2.7)

Please instruct

From “God” to Dog

This is the process for accepting a
guru. The guru is Krsna's representative,
the former dcdryas’ rcpresentativc. Krsna
says that all acdryas are His representa-
tives; therefore the gum should be
offered the same respect one would offer
to God. As Visvanitha Cakravarti
Thakura says in his prayers to the
spiritual master: yasya prasadad bhagavat-
prasadah. “By the mercy of the spiritual
master, one receives the benediction of
Krsna,” Thus, if we surrender to the
bona fide gury, we surrender to God. God
accepts our surrender to the gurs.

In Bhagavad-gita, Krsna instructs:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekarir Saranar vraja
aharh tvari sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma Sucah

“Abandon all varieties of religion and
just surrender unto Me. 1 shall deliver
you from all sinful reaction. Do not
fear’ (Bg.18.66) Someone may argue,
“Where is Krsna? I shall surrender to
Him.” But no, the process is that we first
surrender to Krsna’s representative; then
we surrender to Krsna. Therefore it is
said, saksad-dharitvena samasta-sastraih: the
guru is as good as God. When we offer
respects to the guru, we are offering
respects to God. Because we are trying to
be God conscious, it is required that we
learn how to offer respects to God
through God’s representative. In all the
sdstras, the guru is described to be as good
as God, but the guru never says, “I am
God” The disciple’s duty is to offer
respect to the guru just as he offers
respect to God, but the guru never
thinks, “My disciples are offering me
the same respect they offer to God;
therefore 1 have become God.” As soon
as he thinks like this, he becomes a dog
instead of God. Therefore Visvanitha
Cakravarti says, kintu prabhor yah priya eva
tasya. Because he is the most confidential
servitor of God, the guru is offered the
same respect that we offer God. God is
always God, guru is always guru. As a
matter of etiquette, God is the worship-
able God, and guru is the worshiper God
(sevd-bhagavan) . Therefore the guru is ad-
dressed as prabhupada. The word prabhu
means ‘‘lord,”” and pdda means
“position.” Thus prabhupida means “he
who has taken the position of the Lord.”
This is the same as saksdd-dharitvena
samasta-sastraih.

Only if we are very serious about



‘““We should not accept a guru suddenly out of fanaticism.

understanding the science of God is a
guru required. We should not try to keep
a guru as a matter of fashion. One who
has accepted a guru speaks intelligently.
He never speaks nonsense. That is the
sign of having accepted a bona fide guru.
We should certainly offer all respect to
the spiritual master, but we should also
remember how to carry out his orders.
In Bhagavad-gita Sri Krsna Himself tells
us the method of seeking out and ap-
proaching the guru:

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevayd

upadeksyanti te jianar
Jfidninas tattva-darsinah

“Just try to learn the truth by approach-
ing a spiritual master. Inquire from him
submissively and render service unto
him. The self-realized soul can impart
knowledge unto you because he has seen
the truth.”(Bg.4.34) The first process is
that of surrender. We have to find an ex-
alted person and willingly surrender
before him. The $dstras enjoin that before
we take a guru we study him carefully to
find out whether we can surrender to
him. We should not accept a guru sud-
denly out of fanaticism. That is very
dangerous. The guru should also study
the person who wants to become a dis-
ciple to see if he is fit. That is the way a
relationship is established between the
guru and disciple. Everything is pro-
vided, but we must take up the process
seriously. Then we can be trained to be-
come a bona fide disciple. First we must
find a bona fide guru, establish our rela-
tionship with him and act accordingly.
Then our life will be successful, for the
guru can enlighten the sincere disciple
who is in darkness.

That is very dangerous.”

Perfecting Our Life

Everyone is born a rascal and a fool. If
we are born learned, why do we need tc
go to school? If we do not cultivate
knowledge, we are no better than
animals. An animal may say that there is
no need of books and that he has become
a gury, but how can anyone obtain
knowledge without the study of authori-
tative books on science and philosophy?
Rascal gurus try to avoid these things.
We must understand that we are all born
rascals and fools and that we have to be
enlightened. We have to receive knowl-
edge to make our lives perfect. If we do
not perfect our lives, we are defeated.
What is this defeat? The struggle for ex-
istence. We are trying to obtain a better
life, to attain a superior position, and for
this we are struggling very hard. But we
do not know what a superior position ac-
l:uaily is.

Whatever position we have in this
material world must be given up. We
may have a good position or a bad posi-
tion; in any case, we cannot remain
here. We may earn millions of dollars
and think, “Now I am in a good posi-
tion,” but a little dysentery or cholera
will finish our position. If the bank fails,
our position is gone. So actually there is
no good position in this material world.
It is a farce. Those who try to attain a
better position in the material world are
ultimately defeated because there is no
better position. Bhagavad-giti(14.26)
says what the better position is:

mdtit ca yo ‘vyabhicdrena
bhakti-yogena sevate
sa guddn samatityaitan

brahma-bhityaya kalpate

“One who engages in full devotional
service, who does not fall down in any
circumstance, at once transcends the
modes of material nature and thus comes
to the level of Brahman.”

Is there any science that gives us the
knowledge by which we may become
immortal? Yes, we may become immor-
tal, but not in the material sense. We
cannot receive this knowledge in so-
called universities. However, there is
knowledge contained in the Vedic scrip-
tures by which we may become immor-
tal. That immortality is our better posi-
tion. No more birth, no more death, no
more old age, no more disease. Thus the
guru takes on a very great responsibility.
He must guide his disciple and enable
him to become an eligible candidate for
the perfect position, immortality. The
guru must be competent to lead his dis-
ciple back home, back to Godhead.

]

Thank you very much. o
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Celebratin
theBirtho
LordKrsna

Five thousand years ago,
Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead,
descended from the
spiritual world and
appeared in Vrndavana,
India. Naturally an occasion
of great joy for His
devotees, His birthday,
Janmastami, was celebrated
with opulence and gaiety.
The original Janmastami
(pictured left) took place in
Vrndavana at the house of
Krsna’s foster father, Nanda
Maharaja. Learned
brahmanas and astrologers
led the festivities, and all
the town’s residents joined
in the singing, dancing, and
feasting. Each year since
then Lord Krsna’s devotees
have marked the auspicious
event in the same way.
Today, people from many
nations, having heard about
this wonderful day, take
pleasure in celebrating
Janmastami. The following
pages depict last year’s
festival at Bhaktivedanta
Manor, near London,
England.
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Smlllng af'fectlonately, the Deities greet visitors to
Bhaktivedanta Manor.

Friends of the Society from the London area gather
at the estate for the Janmastami fair.

10 BACKTO GODHEAD

*‘ﬂ;\\\;w\‘

Photos: Bhirgava disa

The Birth
of Lord Krsna
An International Holiday

by Miadhavananda disa

Many Indian people who have left
their homeland in search of material
prosperity in the West have become
estranged from their own culture. But
when they see young Westerners taking
to the essence of the Vedic tradition in
the form of Krsna consciousness, they
are moved to review their neglected
heritage and revive their practice. Thus
thousands of Indians regularly visit
Krsna consciousness centers around the
world. One of them, Bhaktivedanta
Manor, is pictured here.

Bhaktivedanta Manor is a large estate
in the countryside near London, En-
gland. Its bountiful gardens, orchards,
pastureland and dairy accompany an ex-
quisite temple graced by Deities of Lord
Krsna and His eternal consorr,
Ridhiarini. The formal name of the
Deities, Sri S$ri Radhi-Gokulinanda,
honors Gokula, a farming village in
India where Krsna lived thousands of
years ago.

Drawn by these perennial attractions,
busloads of Indian guests come to the
Manor every Sunday. As they arrive,
they bow down before the altar, offering
prayers, fruits, grains and flowers. The
Indian guests feel quite at home doing
this, for as His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada has
said, “Most Indian people are by nature
Krsna conscious, but being attracted by
the glare of material life in the West,
they have forgotten their great culture
and heritage.”

Of course, Indians are not alone in
this regard. The cultural mainstream of
all human civilization, East and West, is
its spiritual heritage, and all contempo-
rary societies are beset by forgetfulness
of this fact. It is the aim of the Inter-
national Society for Krishna Conscious-
ness to remind us all, regardless of back-
ground, of our permanent relationship
with the Supreme Personality of God-
head. Indians and native-born Britishers
alike appreciate the transcendental



qualities of a Sunday feast at the Manor.

Last August at Bhaktivedanta Manor,
a celebration of the birthday, or ap-
pearance day, of Lord Krsna drew over
five thousand people to the temple. That
gathering is seen on these pages. Krsna's
appearance day, called Janmistami, is
the most important holiday on the Vedic
calendar Expecting a crowd, the devo-
tees erected a large tent on the front
lawn. Inside the tent, festivities—plays,
movies, slides, discourses and congrega-
tional chanting of the Lord’s holy
names—continued through the day and
evening until midnight. Then a magnifi-
cent ceremony called abhiseka was per-
formed. The Deities were bathed in
yogurt, milk, rose water, clarified butter
and honey, with fifteen hundred guests
staying to watch. At its conclusion,
everyone enjoyed a sumptuous feast of
food offered to Krsna. That evening, in-
spired by the transcendental mission of
ISKCON, eleven guests enrolled in the
society’s life membership program.

On many days that summer, the
Deities were taken from Their altar
placed on a palanquin and carried
through the local village of Letchmore
Heath. Hundreds of participants
followed, chanting Hare Krsna, Hare
Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare
Rima, Hare Rima, Rima Rima, Hare
Hare. And in November a throng of
nine thousand came to the Manor to
celebrate a favorite holiday,
Govardhana-paji, which commemor-
ates Krsna's transcendental pastime of
lifting Govardhana Hill.

On hearing about the marvelous
programs at Bhaktivedanta Manor, Srila
Prabhupida commented, “This move-
ment of Lord Caitanya’s is so wonderful.
There are so many festivals—Jan-
mistami, Gaura-parnimi, Govardhana-
pija, Jhulana-yitra, Ratha-yitra, Rasa-
lila. Practically speaking, there is a big
festival every two months. So let there be
many such wonderful programs, and let
everyone come and see the blissful life of
Krsna consciousness.”” The devotees of
the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness extend this invitation to
all readers of BACK TO GODHEAD . We
hope you'll join us at the ISKCON
center nearest you for this month’s Jan-
mistimi celebration on August 30, ¥k

meaning clearly explained. They are eager to read the books of His Divine

Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada to gain a better

understanding,.

e g Hare

R

Chanting the
Lord'’s holy
names is the
highlight of the
program, and it
continues for
many hours.
The beautiful
sound awakens
spiritual
consciousness.

Devotees

and guests
crowd into
the huge
pavilion all
afternoon and
evening for the
plays, dances
and concerts.
The Deities
preside at the
right of the
stage.
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e - The
e Killing

of

Putana

Witch

Even as a child,
Lord Krsna
demonstrated

His divinity by
performing
superhuman feats.
The following
account of His
slayingthe

witch Pdtanais
taken from Krsna,
The Supreme
Personality

of Godhead,

by His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.

Ilustration: Muralidhara disa
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AFTER consulting with his demoniac
ministers, Karhsa instructed a witch
named Patani, who knew the black art
of killing small children by ghastly, sin-
ful methods, to kill all kinds of children
in the cities, villages and pasturing
grounds. Such witches can play their
black art only where there is no chant-
ing or hearing of the holy name of
Krsna. It is said that wherever the chant-
ing of the holy name of Krsna is done,
even negligently, all bad elements—
witches, ghosts and dangerous
calamities—immediately disappear. And
this is certainly true of the place where
the chanting of the holy name of Krsna
is done seriously—especially in
Vrndavana when the Supreme Lord was
personally present. Therefore, the
doubts of Nanda Mahirija were cer-
tainly based on affection for Krsna. Ac-
tually there was no danger from the ac-
tivities of Patana, despite her powers.
Such witches are called khecari, which
means they can fly in the sky. This black
art of witchcraft is still practiced by
some women in the remote north-
western side of India. They can transfer
themselves from one place to another on
the branch of an uprooted tree. Pitani
knew this witchcraft, and therefore she
is described in the Bhdgavatam as khecari.

Patani entered the county of Gokula,
the residential quarter of Nanda
Maharaja, without permission. Dressing
herself just like a beautiful woman, she
entered the house of Mother Yasodi. She
appeared very beautiful with raised hips,
nicely swollen breasts, and flowers in
her hair. She looked especially beautiful
on account of her thin waist. She was
glancing at everyone, with attractive
looks and smiling face, and all the resi-
dents of Vrndivana were captivated.
The innocent cowherd women thought
that she was a goddess of fortune appear-
ing in Vrndivana with a lotus flower in
her hand. It seemed to them that she had
personally come to see Krsna, who is her
husband. Because of her exquisite
beauty, no one checked her movement,
and therefore she freely entered the
house of Nanda Maharija. Pitani, the
killer of many, many children, found
baby Krsna lying on a small bed, and she
could at once perceive that the baby was
hiding His unparalleled potencies.

Patana thought, “This child is so power-
ful that He can destroy the whole uni-
verse immediately.”

God is Always God

Pitana’s understanding is very signifi-
cant. The Supreme Personality of God-
head, Krsna, is situated in everyone’s
heart. It is stated in the Bhagavad-gita that
He gives one necessary intelligence, and
He also causes one to forget. Pitani was
immediately aware that the child whom
she was observing in the house of Nanda
Mahirdja was the Supreme Personality
of Godhead Himself. He was lying there
as a small baby, but that does not mean
that He was less powerful. The mate-
rialistic theory that God-worship is
anthropomorphic is not correct. No liv-
ing being can become God by undergo-
ing meditation or austerities. God is al-
ways God. Krsna as the child-baby is as
complete as He is as a full-fledged youth.
The Miyivada theory holds that the liv-
ing entity was formerly God but has now
become overwhelmed by the influence
of maya. Therefore they say that pres-
ently he is not God, but when the in-
fluence of mayd is taken away, then he
again becomes God. This theory cannot
be applied to the minute living entities.
The living entities are minute parts and
parcels of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; they are minute particles or
sparks of the supreme fire, but they are
not the original fire, or Krsna. Krsna is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
even from the beginning of His ap-
pearance in the house of Vasudeva and
Devaki.

Krsna showed the nature of a small
baby and closed His eyes, as if to avoid
the face of Patana. This closing of the
eyes is interpreted and studied in dif-
ferent ways by the devotees. Some say
that Krsna closed His eyes because He
did not like to see the face of Pitani,
who had killed so many children and
who had now come to kill Him. Others
say that something extraordinary was
being dictated to her, and in order to
give her assurance, Krsna closed His eyes
so that she would not be frightened. And
yet others interpret in this way: Krsna
appeared to kill the demons and give
protection to the devotees, as it is stated
in the Bhagavad—gl‘td(4.8}: paritrandya

sadhiinarit vinasaya ca duskrtam. The first
demon to be killed was a woman. Ac-
cording to Vedic rules, the killing of a
woman, a brahmana, cows or of a child is
forbidden. Krsna was obliged to kill the
demon Pitani, and because the killing
of a woman is forbidden according to the
Vedic $dstra, He could not help but close
His eyes. Another interpretation is that
Krsna closed His eyes because He simply
took Pitani to be His nurse. Patana
came to Krsna just to offer her breast for
the Lord to suck. Krsna is so merciful
that even though He knew Pitana was
there to kill Him, He took her as His
nurse or mother.

There are seven kinds of mothers ac-
cording to Vedic injunction: the real
mother, the wife of a teacher or spiritual
master, the wife of a king, the wife of a
brahmana, the cow, the nurse and the
mother earth. Because Pitand came to
take Krsna on her lap and offer her
breast’s milk to be sucked by Him, she
was accepted by Krsna as one of His
mothers. That is considered to be
another reason He closed His eyes: He
had to kill a nurse or mother But His
killing of His mother or nurse was no
different from His love for His real
mother or foster mother Yasodi. We
further understand from Vedic informa-
tion that Patani was also treated as a
mother and given the same facility as
Yasodi. As Yasodi was given liberation
from the material world, so Pitani was
also given liberation. When the baby
Krsna closed His eyes, Pitani took Him
on her lap. She did not know that she
was holding death personified. If a per-
son mistakes a snake for a rope, he dies.
Similarly, Patani killed so many babies
before meeting Krsna, but now she was
accepting the snake that would kill her
immediately.

A Sword in a Decorated Case

When Piitana was taking baby Krsna
on her lap, both Yasodi and Rohini were
present, but they did not forbid her be-
cause she was so beautifully dressed and
because she showed motherly affection
towards Krsna. They could not under-
stand that she was a sword within a
decorated case. Pitani had smeared a
very powerful poison on her breasts, and
immediately after taking the baby on her
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lap, she pushed her breastly nipple with-
in His mouth. She was hoping that as
soon as He would suck her breast, He
would die. But baby Krsna very quickly
took the nipple in anger. He sucked the
milk-poison along with the life air of the
demon. In other words, Krsna
simultaneously sucked the milk from her
breast and killed her by sucking out her
life. Krsna is so merciful that because the
demon Pitani came to offer her breast-
milk to Him, He fulfilled her desire and
accepted her activity as motherly. But to
stop her from further nefarious ac-
tivities, He immediately killed her. And
because the demon was killed by Krsna,
she got liberation. When Krsna sucked
out her very breath, Piitani fell down on
the ground, spread her arms and legs and
began to cry, “Oh, child, leave me, leave
me!” She was crying loudly and perspit-
ing, and her whole body became wet.

Nightmare Finished

As she died screaming, there was a
tremendous vibration both on the earth
and in the sky, in all directions, and
people thought that thunderbolts were
falling. Thus the nightmare of the
Patani witch was over, and she assumed
her real feature as a great demon. She
opened her fierce mouth and spread her
arms and legs all over. She fell exactly as
Vrkisura when struck by the thunder-
bolts of Indra. The long hair on her head
was scattered all over her body. Her
fallen body extended up to twelve miles
and smashed all the trees to pieces, and
everyone was struck with wonder upon
seeing this gigantic body. Her teeth ap-
peared just like ploughed roads, and her
nostrils appeared just like mountain
caves. Her breasts appeared like blind
wells, and her two thighs appeared like
two banks of a river; her two hands ap-
peared like two strongly contructed
b:idges, and her abdomen seemed like a
dried-up lake. All the cowherd men and
women became struck with awe and
wonder upon seeing this. And the
tumultuous sound of her falling shocked
their brains and ears and made their
hearts beat strongly.

When the gopis saw little Krsna play-
ing on Patani's lap, they very quickly
came and picked Him up. Mother
Yasoda, Rohini and other elderly gopis
immediately performed the auspicious
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rituals by taking the tail of 2 cow and
circumambulating His body. The child
was completely washed with the urine of
a cow, and the dust created by the
hooves of the cows was thrown all over
His body. This was all just to save little
Krsna from further inauspicious acci-
dents. This incident gives us a clear in-
dication of how important the cow is to
the family, society and to living beings in
general. The transcendental body of
Krsna did not require any protection,
but to instruct us on the importance of
the cow, the Lord was smeared over
with cow dung, washed with the urine
of a cow and sprinkled with the dust
upraised by the walking of the cows.
After this purificatory process, the
gopis, headed by Mother Yasodi and
Rohini, chanted twelve names of Visnu
to give Krsna’s body full protection from
all evil influences. They washed their
hands and feet and sipped water three
times, as is the custom before chanting
mantra. They chanted as follows: “My
dear Krsna, may the Lord who is known
as Manimin protect Your thighs; may
Lord Visnu who is known as Yajfia pro-
tect Your legs; may Lord Acyuta protect
Your arms; may Lord Hayagriva protect
Your abdomen; may Lord Kesava pro-
tect Your heart; may Lord Visnu protect
Your arms; may Lord Urukrama protect
Your face; may Lord Iévara protect Your
head; may Lord Cakradhara protect
Your front; may Lord Gadadhara protect
Your back; may Lord Madhusidana,
who carries a bow in His hand, protect
Your eyesight; may Lord Visnu with His
conchshell protect Your left side; may
the Personality of Godhead Upendra
protect You from above, and may Lord
Tarksya protect You from below the
earth; may Lord Haladhara protect You
from all sides; may the Personality of
Godhead Hrsikesa protect all Your
senses; may Lord Nariyana protect Your
breath; and may the Lord of Svetadvipa,
Nariyana, protect Your heart; may Lord
Yogesvara protect Your mind; may Lord
Prénigarbha protect Your intelligence,
and may the Supreme Personality of
Godhead protect Your soul. While You
are playing, may Lord Govinda protect
You from all sides; and when You are
sleeping, may Lord Madhava protect
You from all danger; when You are
working, may the Lord of Vaikuntha

protect You from falling down; when
You are sitting, may the Lord of
Vaikuntha give You all protection; and
while You are eating, may the Lord of all
sacrifices give You all protection.”

Thus Mother Yasodi began to chant
different names of Visnu to protect the
child Krsna's different bodily parts.
Mother Yasodi was firmly convinced
that she should protect her child from
different kinds of evil spirits and
ghosts —namely Dikinis, Yatudhanis,
Kismiandis, Yaksas, Riksasas,
Viniyakas, Kotari, Revati, Jyesthi,
Pdtan3, Mitrkis, Unmadas and similar
other evil spirits who cause persons to
forget their own existence and give trou-
ble to the life air and the senses. Some-
times they appear in dreams and cause
much perturbation; sometimes they ap-
pear as old women and suck the blood of
small children. But all such ghosts and
evil spirits cannot remain where there is
chanting of the holy name of God.
Mother Yasoda was firmly convinced of
the Vedic injunctions about the impor-
tance of cows and the holy name of
Visnu; therefore she took all shelter in
the cows and the name of Visnu so that
He might save. the child. Vedic culture
has taken advantage of keeping cows and
chanting the holy name of Visnu since
the beginning of history, and persons
who are still following the Vedic ways,
especially the householders, keep at least
one dozen cows and worship the Deity
of Lord Visnu, who is installed in their
house.

Loving Protection

The elderly gopis of Vindivana were
so absorbed in affection for Krsna that
they wanted to save Him, although there
was no need to, for He had already pro-
tected Himself. They could not under-
stand that Krsna was the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead playing as a child.
After performing the formalities to pro-
tect the child, Mother Yasodi took Krsna
and let Him suck her own breast. When
the child was protected by Visnu mantra,
Mother Yajodi felt that He was safe. In
the meantime, all the cowherd men who
went to Mathurd to pay tax returned
home and were struck with wonder at
seeing the gigantic dead body of Patana.

(continued on page 17)
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page 15.

First Canto

“Creation”

Chapter One
Questions by the Sages

TEXT 1
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om namo bhagavate vasudeviya
janmady asya yato ‘nvayad itarata$ carthesv abhijiiah sva-rat
tene brahma hrda ya adi-kavaye muhyanti yat sirayah
tejo-vari-mrdan yatha vinimayo yatra tri-sargo ‘mrsa
dhamnd svena sadd nirasta-kuhakam satyari parariv dhimahi.

om—0 my Lord; namafi—offering my obeisances; bhagavate—unto the
Personality of Godhead; vasudeva@ya—unto Visudeva (the son of Vasudeva),
or Lord Sri Krsna, the Primeval Lord; janma-adi—creation, sustenance and
destruction; asya—of the manifested universes; yatah—from whom; anva-
yat—directly; itaratah—indirectly; ea—and; arthesu—purposes; abhijiiah—
fully cognizant; sva-raf—fully independent; tene—imparted; brahma—the
Vedic knowledge; hrda—consciousness of the heart; yah—one who; adi-
kavaye—unto the original created being; muhyanti—are illusioned; yal—
about whom; sirayah—great sages and demigods; tejah—fire; vari—water;
mydam—earth; yatha—as much as; vinimayah—action and reaction; yatra—
whereupon; tri-sargah—three modes of creation, creative faculties; amrsi—
almost factual; dhdmna—along with all transcendental paraphernalia; svena
—self-sufficiently; sada—always; nirasta—negation by absence; kuhakam—
illusion; satyam—truth; param—absolute; dhimahi—I do meditate upon.

TRANSLATION

I offer my obeisances unto Lord Sri Krsna, son of Vasudeva, who is the
supreme all-pervading Personality of Godhead. I meditate upon Him, the
transcendent reality, who is the primeval cause of all causes, from whom
all manifested universes arise, in whom they dwell and by whom they are
destroyed. 1 meditate upon that eternally effulgent Lord who is directly
and indirectly conscious of all manifestations and yet is beyond them. It is
He only who first imparted Vedic knowledge unto the heart of Brahma,
the first created being. Through Him this world, like a mirage, appears real
even to greal sages and demigods. Because of Him, the material universes,

/ This is the first installment of a new monthly feature: a serialized presentation of Srimad-Bhagavatam, India’s
great spiritual classic written 5,000 years ago by Krsna Dvaipayana Vyasa, and now presented in a new translation
with commentary by His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada. Srimad-Bhagavatam provides the key
to how humanity can become united in peace, prosperity and friendship around a common cause. That common
cause is the spiritual oneness of all living beings, and the Srimad-Bhagavatam presents a revolutionary ideology
which can serve as the basis for the re-spiritualization of society. There is no lack of mundane scientific advance-
ment in today's world, but what is lacking is knowledge of the science of God. Therefore, in a world suffering from
universal discord, anxiety and confusion, there is no more important literature than this brilliant $rimad-Bhagavatam.
If you would like to obtain any single volume or the entire series of Srimad-Bhagavatam currently in print, please see
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created by the three modes of nature, appear to be factual, although they
are unreal. I meditate therefore upon Him, the Absolute Truth, who is
eternally existent in His transcendental abode, and who is forever free of
illusion.

PURPORT

Obeisances unto the Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva, directly indicate
Lord St Krsna, who is the divine son of Vasudeva and Devaki. This fact
will be more explicitly explained in the text of this work. Sii Vyasadeva
asserts herein that Sri Krsna is the original Personality of Godhead, and all
others are His direct or indirect plenary portions or portions of the
portion. Srila Jiva Gosvami has even more explicitly explained the subject
matter in his Krsna-sandarbha. And Brahma, the original living being, has
explained the subject of Sri Krsna substantially in his treatise named
Brahma-sarithitd. In the Sama-veda Upanisad, it is also stated that Lord Sr1
Krsna is the divine son of Devaki. Therefore, in this prayer, the first pro-
position holds that Lord Sri Krsna is the primeval Lord, and if any tran-
scendental nomenelature is to be understood as belonging to the Absolute
Personality of Godhead, it must be the name indicated by the word Krsna,
which means the all-attractive. In Bhagavad-gita, in many places, the Lord
asserts Himself to be the original Personality of Godhead, and this is
confirmed by Arjuna, and also by great sages like Narada, Vyasa, and many
others. In the Padma Purina, it is also stated that out of the innumerable
names of the Lord, the name of Krsna is the principal one. Vasudeva
indicates the plenary portion of the Personality of Godhead, and all the
different forms of the Lord, being identical with Vasudeva, are indicated
in this text. The name Vasudeva particularly indicates the divine son of
Vasudeva and Devaki. Sri Krsna is always meditated upon by the
paramahariisas who are the perfected ones among those in the renounced
order of life.

Visudeva, or Lord Sri Krsna, is the cause of all causes. Everything that
exists emanates from the Lord. How this is so is explained in later chapters
of this work. This work is described by Mahaprabhu Sri Caitanya as the
spotless Purdna because it contains the transcendental narration of the
Personality of Godhead ST Krsna. The history of the Srfrrmd-)')'hﬂ'gﬂuatam
is also very glorious. It was compiled by Sri Vyisadeva after he had
attained maturity in transcendental knowledge. He wrote this under the
instructions of Sri Naradaji, his spiritual master. Vydsadeva compiled all
Vedic literatures containing the four divisions of the Vedas. the Vedanta-
sittras or the Brahma-siitras, the Purdnas, the Mahabhdrata, and so on. But
nevertheless he was not satisfied. His dissatisfaction was observed by his
spiritual master, and thus Nirada advised him to write on the transcen-
dental activities of Lord Sri Krsna. These transcendental activities are
described specifically in the Tenth Canto of this work. But, in order to
reach to the very substance, one must proceed gradually by developing
knowledge of the categories,

It is natural that a philosophical mind wants to know about the origin
of the creation. At night he sees the stars in the sky, and he naturally
speculates about their .inhabitants. Such inquiries are natural for man
because man has a developed consciousness which is higher than that of
the animals, The author of Srimad-Bhigavatam gives a direct answer to
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such inquiries. He says that the Lord Sri Krsna is the origin of all creations.
He is not only the creator of the universe, but the destroyer as well. The
manifested cosmic nature is created at a certain period by the will of the
Lord. It is maintained for some time, and then it is annihilated by His will.
Therefore, the supreme will is behind all cosmic activities. Of course, there
are atheists of various catagories who do not believe in a creator, but that
is due to a poor fund of knowledge. The modern scientist, for example,
has created space satellites, and by some arrangement or other, these
satellites are thrown into outer space to fly for some time at the control
of the scientist who is far away. Similarly, all the universes with innumer-
able stars and planets are controlled by the intelligence of the Personality
of Godhead.

In Vedic literatures, it is said that the Absolute Truth, Personality of
Godhead, is the chief amongst all living personalities. All living beings
beginning from the first created being, Brahma, down to the smallest ant
are individual living beings. And above Brahma, there are even other living
beings with individual capacities, and the Personality of Godhead is also
a similar living being. And He is an individual as are the other living beings.
But the Supreme Lord or the supreme living being has the greatest
intelligence, and He possesses supermost inconceivable energies of all
different varieties. If a man’s brain can produce a space satellite, one can
very easily imagine how brains higher than man can produce similarly
wonderful things which are far superior. The reasonable person will easily
accept this argument, but there are stubborn atheists who would never
agree. Srila Vyisadeva, however, at once accepts the supreme intelligence
as the paramesvara. He offers his respectful obeisances unto the supreme
intelligence addressed as the para or the paramesvara or the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. And that paramesvara is Sri Krsna, as admitted
in Bhagavad-gita and other scriptures delivered by Sri Vyasadeva and
specifically in this Srimad-Bhagavatam. In Bhagavad-gita, the Lord says
that there is no other Para-tattva (summum bonum) than Himself. There-
fore, Sri Vyisadeva at once worships the Para-tattva, Sri Krsna, whose
transcendental activities are described in the Tenth Canto.

Unscrupulous persons go immediately to the Tenth Canto and especially
to the five chapters which describe the Lord’s rasa dance. This portion of
the Srimad-Bhagavatam is the most confidential part of this great literature.
Unless one is thoroughly accomplished in the transcendental knowledge
of the Lord, one is sure to misunderstand the Lord’s worshipable transcen-
dental pastimes called rdsa dance and His love affairs with the gopis. This
subject matter is highly spiritual, and only the liberated persons who have
gradually attained to the stage of paramahariisa can transcendentally relish
this rdsa dance. Srila Vyasadeva therefore gives the reader the chance to
gradually develop spiritual realization before actually relishing the essence
of the pastimes of the Lord. Therefore, he purposely invokes a Gayatri
mantra, dhimahi. This Gdyatri mantra is meant for spiritually advanced
people. When one is successful in chanting the Gayatri mantra, he can
enter into the transcendental position of the Lord. One must therefore
acquire brahminical qualities or be perfectly situated in the quality of
goodness in order to chant the Gdyatri mantra successfully and then
attain to the stage of transcendentally realizing the Lord, His name, His
fame, His qualities and so on.

Srimad-Bhagavatam is the narration of the svaripa of the Lord mani-
fested by His internal potency, and this potency is distinguished from
the external potency which has manifested the cosmic world, which is
within our experience. Srila Vyasadeva makes a clear distinction between
the two in this loka, Sri Vyasadeva says herein that the manifested internal
potency is real, whereas the external manifested energy in the form of
material existence is only temporary and illusory like the mirage in the
desert. In the desert mirage there is no actual water. There is only the
appearance of water. Real water is somewhere else. The manifested cosmic
creation appears as reality. But reality, of which this is but a shadow, is in
the spiritual world. Absolute Truth is in the spiritual sﬁy, not the material
sky. In the material sky everything is relative truth. That is to say, one truth
depends on something else. This cosmic creation results from interaction
of the three modes of nature, and the temporary manifestations are so
created as to present an illusion of reality to the bewildered mind of the
conditioned soul, who appears in so many species of life, including the
higher demigods, like Brahma, Indra, Candra, and so on. In actuality, there
is no reality in the manifested world. There appears to be reality, however,
because of the true reality which exists in the spiritual world, where the
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Personality of Godhead eternally exists with His transcendental parapher-
nalia.

The chief engineer of a complicated construction does not personally
take part in the construction, but he knows every nook and corner
because everything is done under his direction. He knows everything
about the construction, both directly and indirectly. Similarly, the Person-
ality of Godhead who is the supreme engineer of this cosmic creation
knows every nook and corner, although affairs are being carried out by
demigods. Beginning from Brahma down to the insignificant ant, no one is
independent in the material creation. The hand of the Lord is seen
everywhere. All material elements as well as all spiritual sparks emanate
from Him only. And whatever is created in this material world is but
the interaction of two energies, the material and the spiritual, which
emanate from the Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna.
A chemist can manufacture water in the chemical laboratory by mixing
hydrogen and oxygen. But, in reality, the living entity works in the
laboratory under the direction of the Supreme Lord. And the materials
with which he works are also supplied by the Lord. The Lord knows
everything directly and indirectly, and He is cognizant of all minute details,
and He is fully independent. He is compared with the mine of gold, and
the cosmic creations in so many different forms are compared with
objects made from the gold, such as gold rings, necklaces and so on. The
gold ring and the gold necklace are qualitatively one with the gold in the
mine, but quantitatively the gold in the mine is different. Therefore, the
Absolute Truth is simultaneously one and different. Nothing is absolutely
equal with the Absolute Truth, but at the same time, nothing is independent
of the Absolute Truth.

Conditioned souls beginning from Brahma, who engineers the entire
universe, down to the insignificant ant, are all creating, but none of them
are independent of the Supreme Lord. The materialist wrongly thinks that
there is no creator other than his own self. This is called maya, or illusion.
Because of his poor fund of knowledge, the materialist cannot see beyond
the purview of his imperfect senses, and thus he thinks that matter
automatically takes its own shape without the aid of a superior intelligence.
This is refuted in this sloka by Srila Vyisadeva: “Since the complete
whole or the Absolute Truth is the souree of everything, nothing can be
independent of the body of the Absolute Truth.” Whatever happens to
the body quickly becomes known to the embodied. Similarly, the creation
is the body of the absolute whole. Therefore, the Absolute knows every-
thing directly and indirectly that happens in the creation.

In the Sruti mantra, it is also stated that the absolute whole or Brahman
is the ultimate source of everything. Everything emanates from Him, and
everything is maintained by Him. And at the end, everything enters into
Him. That is the law of nature. In the Smrti mantra, the same is confirmed.
It is said that the source from which everything emanates at the beginning
of Brahma’s millennium, and the reservoir to which everything ultimately
enters, is the Absolute Truth or Brahman. Material scientists take it for
granted that the ultimate source of the planetary system is the sun, but
they are unable to explain the source of the sun. Herein, the ultimate
source is explained. According to the Vedic literatures, Brahma, who may
be compared to the sun, is not the ultimate creator. It is stated in this
$loka that Brahma was taught Vedic knowledge by the Personality of
Godhead. One may argue that Brahma, being the original living being,
could not be inspired because there was no other being living at that time.
Herein it is stated that the Supreme Lord inspired the secondary ereator,
Brahmai, in order that Brahmi could carry out his creative functions. So,
the supreme intelligence behind all creations is the Absolute Godhead, Si
Krsna. In Bhagavad-gitd, Lord Sri Krsna states that it is He only who super-
intends the creative energy, prakrti, which constitutes the totality of
matter. Therefore, Sr1 Vyasadeva does not worship Brahmi, but the
Supreme Lord, who guides Brahmi in his creative activities. In this sloka,
the particular words abhijiiah and svarit are significant. These two words
distinguish the Supreme Lord from all the other living entities. No other
living entity is either abhijiah or svardt. Namely, no one is either fully
cognizant or fully independent. Even Brahma has to meditate upon the
Supreme Lord in order to create. Then what to speak of great scientists
like Einstein! The brains of such a scientist are certainly not the products
of any human being. Scientists cannot manufacture such a brain, and
what to speak of foolish atheists who defy the authority of the Lord?
Even Mayavadi impersonalists who flatter themselves that they can become
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one with the Lord are neither abhijiiah nor svardf. Such impersonalists
undergo severe austerities to acquire knowledge to become one with the
Lord. But ultimately they become dependent on some rich disciple who
supplies them with money to build monasteries and temples. Atheists like
Rivana or Hiranyakadipu had to undergo severe penances before they
could flout the authority of the Lord. But ultimately, they were rendered
helpless and could not save themselves when the Lord appeared before
them as cruel death. This is also the case with the modern atheists who
also dare to flout the authority of the Lord. Such atheists will be dealt
with similarly, for history repeats itself. Whenever men neglect the
authority of the Lord, nature and her laws are there to penalize them. This
is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita in the wellknown verse: yada yadad hi
dharmasya glanih. “Whenever there is a decline of dharma and a rise of
adharma, O Arjuna, then I incarnate Myself.” (Bg. 4.7)

That the Supreme Lord is all-perfect is confirmed in all Sruti mantras.
It is said in the Sruti mantras that the all-perfect Lord threw a glance over
matter and thus created all living beings. The living beings are parts and
parcels of the Lord, and He impregnates the vast material creation with
seeds of spiritual sparks, and thus the creative energies are set in motion to
enact so many wonderful creations. An atheist may argue that God is no
more expert than a watchmaker, but of course God is greater because He
can create machines in duplicate male and female forms. The male and
female forms of different types of machineries go on producing innumer-
able similar machines without God’s further attention. If a man could
manufacture such a set of machines that could produce other machines
without his attention, then he could approach the intelligence of God.
But that is not possible, for each machine has to be handled individually.
Therefore, no one can create as well as God. Another name for God is
asmaurdha, which means that no one is equal to or greater than Him.
Param salyam, or the Supreme Truth, is He who has no equal or superior.
This is confirmed in the Sruti mantras. It is said that before the creation of
the material universe there existed the Lord only, who is master of every-
one. That Lord instructed Brahmi in Vedic knowledge. That Lord has to
be obeyed in all respects. Anyone who wants to get rid of the material
entanglement must surrender unto Him. This is also confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita.

Unless one surrenders unto the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord, it is
certain that he will be bewildered. When an intelligent man surrenders
unto the lotus feet of Krsna and knows completely that Krsna is the cause
of all causes, as confirmed in Bhagavad-gita, then only can such an intelli-
gent man become a mahatma or great soul. But such a great soul is rarely
seen. Only the mahdtmas can understand that the Supreme Lord is the
primeval cause of all creations. He is parama or ultimate truth because all
other truths are relative to Him. He is omniscient. For Him, there is no
illusion.

Some Mayividi scholars argue that Srimad-Bhagavatam was not com-
piled by Sri Vyasadeva. And some of them suggest that this book is a
modern creation written by someone named Vopadeva. In order to refute
such meaningless arguments, Sri Sridhara Svami points out that there is
reference to the Bhagavatam in many of the oldest Purdpas. This first
sloka of the Bhagavatam begins with the Gayatri mantra. There is refer-
ence to this in the Matsya Purapa, which is the oldest Purdna. In that
Purana, it is said with reference to the Gayatri mantra in the Bhagavatam
that there are many narrations of spiritual instructions beginning with the
Gayatri mantra. And there is the history of Vrtrasura. Anyone who makes
a gift of this great work on a full moon day attains to the highest perfec-
tion of life by returning to Godhead. There is reference to the Bhagavatam
in other Puranas, also, where it is clearly stated that this work was finished
in twelve cantos which include 18,000 slokas. In the Padma Purina also
there is reference to the Bhigavalam in a conversation between Gautama
and Mahirija Ambarisa. The King was advised therein to read regularly
Srimad-Bhagavatam if he desired liberation from material bondage. Under
the circumstances, there is no doubt about the authority of the Bhaga-
vatam. Within the past 500 years, many erudite scholars and dcaryas like
Jiva Gosvami, Sanitana Gosvimi, Viévanitha Cakravarti, Vallabhicarya,
and many other distinguished scholars even after the time of Lord Caitanya
made elaborate commentaries on the Bhdgavatam. And the serious student
would do well to attempt to go through them to better relish the transcen-
dental messages.

Srila Viévanitha Cakravarti Thikur specifically deals with the original
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and pure sex psychology (@di-rasa), devoid of all mundane inebriety. The
whole material creation is moving under the principle of sex life. In
modern civilization, sex life is the focal point for all activities. Wherever
one turns his face, he sees sex life predominant. Therefore, sex life is not
unreal. Its reality is experienced in the spiritual world. The material sex
life is but a perverted reflection of the original fact. The original fact is in
the Absolute Truth, and thus the Absolute Truth cannot be impersonal.
It is not possible to be impersonal and contain pure sex life. Consequently,
the impersonalist philosophers have given indirect impetus to the abomi-
nable mundane sex life because they have overstressed the impersonality of
the ultimate truth. Consequently, man without information of the actual
spiritual form of sex has accepted perverted material sex life as the all in
all. There is a distinction between sex life in the diseased material condi-
tion and spiritual sex life.

This Srimad-Bhagavatam will gradually elevate the unbiased reader to
the highest perfectional stage of transcendence. It will enable him to tran-
scend the three modes of material activities: fruitive actions, speculative
philosophy, and worship of functional deities as inculcated in Vedic verses.

TEXT 2
o: SiimaRaEisT g feE gt
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R wEiEd 6 a1 G
T FETEAAST FiH: FIRAT | 2 ||

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo 'tra paramo nirmatsaranam satam
vedyari vastavam atra vastu Sivadam tapa-trayonmilanam
$rimad bhagavate mahamuni-krte kirh v parair Svarah
sadyo hrdy avarudhyate *tra krtibhih $usriasubhis tatksanat.

dharmah—religiosity; projjhita—completely rejected; kaitavah—covered
by fruitive intention; atra—herein; paramah—the highest; nirmatsaranam—
of the one hundred percent pure in heart; satdm—devotees; vedyam—
understandable; vastavam—factual; atra—Hherein; vastu—substance; Sivadam
—well-being; tapa-traya—three-fold miseries; unmilanam—causing uprooting
of; $rimat—beautiful; bhagavate—the Bhagavata Purana; mahamuni—the
great sage (Vyasadeva); krte—having compiled; kim—what is; va—the
need; paraih—others; varah—the Supreme Lord; sadyah—at once; hrdi—
within the heart; avarudhyate—become compact; atra—herein; krtibhih—
by the pious men; §usriisubhih—by culture; tal-ksanat—without delay.

TRANSLATION

Completely rejecting all religious activities which are materially moti-
vated, this Bhagavata Purina propounds the highest truth, which is under-
standable by those devotees who are pure in heart. The highest truth is
reality distinguished from illusion for the welfare of all. Such truth uproots
the threefold miseries. This beautiful Bhigavatam, compiled by the great
sage Sri Vyasadeva, is sufficient in itself for God realization. As soon as one
attentively and submissively hears the message of Bhagavatam, he becomes
attached to the Supreme Lord.

PURPORT

Religion includes four primary subjects, namely pious activities, eco-
nomic development, satisfaction of the senses, and finally liberation from
material bondage. Irreligious life is a barbarous condition. Indeed, human
life begins when religion begins. Eating, sleeping, fearing, and mating are
the four principles of animal life. These are common both to animals and
to human beings. But religion is the extra function of the human being.
Without religion, human life is no better than animal life. Therefore, in
human societies there is some form of religion which aims at self-realization
and which makes reference to man’s eternal relationship with God.

In the lower stages of human civilization, there is always competition
to lord it over the material nature or, in other words, there is a continuous
rivalry to salisfy the senses. Driven by such consciousness, man turns to
religion. He thus performs pious activities or religious functions in order
to gain something material. But if such material gains are obtainable in
other ways, then so-called religion is neglected. This is the situation in
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modern civilization. Man is thriving economically, so al present he is not
very interested in religion. Churches, mosques or temples are now practically
vacant. Men are more interested in factories, shops, and cinemas than in
religious places which were erected by their forefathers. This practically
proves that religion is performed for some economic gains. Economic
gains are needed for sense gratification. Often when one is baffled in the
pursuit of sense gratification, he takes to salvation and tries to become
one with the Supreme Lord. Consequently, all these states are simply
different types of sense gratification.

In the Vedas, the above mentioned four activities are prescribed in the
regulative way so that there will not be any undue competition for sense
gratification. But Srimad-Bhagavatam is transcendental to all these sense
gratificatory activities. It is purely transcendental literature which can be
understood only by the pure devotees of the Lord who are transcendental
to competitive sense gratification. In the material world there is keen
competition between animal and animal, man and man, community and
community, nation and nation. But the devotees of the Lord rise above
such competitions. They do not compete with the materialist because
they are on the path back to Godhead where life is eternal and blissful.
Such transcendentalists are nonenvious and pure in heart. In the material
world, everyone is envious of everyone else, and therefore there is
competition. But the transcendental devotees of the Lord are not only
free from material envy, but they are well-wishers to everyone, and they
strive to establish a competitionless society with God in the center. The
contemporary socialist’s conception of a competitionless society is artificial
because in the socialist state there is competition for the post of dictator.
From the point of view of the Vedas or from the point of view of common
human activities, sense gratification is the basis of material life. There are
three paths mentioned in the Vedas. One involves fruitive activities to
gain promotion to better planets. Another involves worshiping different
demigods for promotion to the planets of the demigods, and another
involves realizing the Absolute Truth and His impersonal feature and
becoming one with Him.

The impersonal aspect of the Absolute Truth is not the highest. Above
the impersonal feature is the Paramatma feature, and above this there is
the personal feature of the Absolute Truth or Bhagavan. Srimad-Bh agavalam
gives information about the Absolute Truth in His personal feature. 1t is
higher than impersonalist literatures and higher than the jidna-kanda
division of the Vedas. It is even higher than the karma-kanda division, and
even higher than the upasana-kapda division because it recommends the
worship of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Sri Krsna. In the
karma-kinda, there is compelition to reach heavenly planets for better
sense gratification, and there is similar competition in the jiana-kapda and
the upasana-kipda. The Srimad-Bhiagavatam is superior to all of these
hecause it aims at the Supreme Truth which is the substance or the root of
all categories. From Srimad-Bhagavatam one can come to know the sub-
stance as well as the categories. The substance is the Absolute Truth, the
Supreme Lord, and all emanations are relative forms of energy.

Nothing is apart from the substance, but at the same lime the energies

sare different from the substance. This conception is not contradictory.
Srimad-Bhagavatam explicitly promulgates this simultancously one and
different philosophy of the Vedanta-siitra, which begins with the “jan-
mady asya” siitra.

This knowledge of the energy of the Lord being simultaneously one
and different from the Lord is an answer to the mental speculators’
attempt to establish the energy as the Absolute. When this knowledge is
factually understood, one sees the conceptions of monism and dualism to
be imperfect. Development of this transcendental consciousness grounded
in the conception of simultaneously one and different leads one immedi-
ately to the stage of freedom from the threefold miseries. The threefold
miseries are 1.) those miseries which arise from the mind and body, 2.
those miseries inflicted by other living beings, and 3.) those miseries
arising from natural catastrophes over which one has no control. Srimad-
Bhagavatam begins with the surrender of the devotee unto the Absolute
Person. The devotee is fully aware that he is one with the Absolute and at
the same time in the eternal position of servant to the Absolute. In the
material conception, one falsely thinks himself the lord of all he surveys,
and therefore he is always troubled by the threefold miseries of life. But
as goon as one comes to know his real position as transcendental servant,
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he at once becomes free from all miseries. As long as the living entity is
trying to master material nature, there is no possibility of his becoming
servanl of the Supreme. Service to the Lord is rendered in pure conscious-
ness of one’s spiritual identity: by service one is immediately freed from
material encumbrances.

Over and above this, Srimad-Bhigavatam is a personal commentation
on the Vedanta-sitra by St Vyasadeva. It is written in the maturity of his
spiritual life through the mercy of Narada. Sri Vyasadeva is the authorized
incarnation of Nardyana, the Personality of Godhead. Therefore, there is
no question as to his authority. He is the author of all other Vedic litera-
tures, yet he recommends the study of Srimad-Bhagavatam above all others.
In other Purinas there are different methods set forth by which one can
worship the demigods. But in the Bhagavatam only the Supreme Lord is
mentioned. The Supreme Lord is the total body, and the demigods are the
different parts of that body. Consequently, by worshiping the Supreme
Lord, one does not need to worship the demigods. The Supreme Lord
becomes fixed in the heart of the devotee immediately. Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has recommended the Srimad-Bhagavatam as the spotless
Purina and distinguishes it from all other Puranas.

The proper method for receiving this transcendental message is to hear
it submissively. A challenging attitude cannot help one realize this transcen-
dental message. One particular word is used herein for proper guidance.
This word is $usritsu. One must be anxious to hear this transcendental
message. The desire to sincerely hear is the first qualification.

Less fortunate persons are not at all interested in hearing this Srimad-
Bhagavatam. The process is simple, but the application is difficult.
Unfortunate people find enough time to hear idle, social, political conver-
sations, but when invited to attend a meeting of devotees to hear Srimad-
Bhagavatam they suddenly become reluctant. Sometimes professional
readers of the Bhagavatam immediately plunge into the confidential topics
of the pastime of the Supreme Lord, which they seemingly interpret as
sex literature. SAmad-Bhagavatam is meant to be heard from the beginning.
Those who are fit to assimilate this work are mentioned in this sloka:
“One becomes qualified to hear Srimad-Bhagavatam after many pious
deeds.” The intelligent person by thoughtful discretion can be assured by
the great sage Vyisadeva that he can realize the Supreme Personality
directly by hearing Srimad-Bhagavatam. Without undergoing the different
stages of realization set forth in the Fedas, one can be lifted immediately
to the position of paramahariisa simply by agreeing to receive this message.

TEXT 3
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nigama-kalpa-taror galitar phalam
$uka-mukhad amrta-drava-sariyutam

pibata bhagavatar rasam alayam
muhur aho rasikd bhuvi bhavukah.

nigama—the Vedic literatures; kalpa-taroh—the desire-tree; galitam—
fully matured; phalam—fruit; S$uka—Srila Sukadeva Gosviami, the original
speaker of Srimad-Bhiagavatam; mukhat—from the lips of; amrla—nectar;
drava—semi-solid and soft and therefore easily swallowable; samyutam—
perfect in all respects; pibata—do relish it; bhagavatam—the book dealing
in the science of the eternal relation with the Lord; rasam—juice (that
which is relishable); alayam—until liberation, or even in a liberated con-
dition; muhuh—always: aho—0O: rasikah—those who are full in the know-
ledge of mellows; bhuvi—on the earth; bhavukdh—expert and thoughtful.

TRANSLATION

Know, O thoughtful men, that Sr?mad-Bhﬁgm'atam is the mature fruit
of the tree of Vedic literatures. It emanated from the lips of Sri Sukadeva
Gosvimi. Therefore this nectarean fruit is all the more relishable by
liberated souls.
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PURPORT

In the two previous §lokas it has been definitely proved that the Srimad-
Bhagavatam is the sublime literature which surpasses all other Vedic
seriptures due to its transcendental qualities. It is transcendental to all
mundane activities and mundane knowledge. In this sloka it is stated that
Srimad-Bhagavatam is not only a superior literature, but that it is the
ripened fruit of all Vedic literatures. In other words, it is the cream of all
Vedic knowledge. Considering all this, patient and submissive hearing is
definitely essential. With great respect and attention, one should receive
the message and Jessons imparted by the Srimad-Bhagavatam.

The Vedas are compared to the desire tree because they contain all
things knowable by man. They deal with mundane necessities as well as
spiritual realization. The Vedas contain regulated principles of knowledge
covering social, political, religious, economic, military, medicinal, chemical,
physical and metaphysical subject matter and all that may be necessary to
keep the body and soul together. Above and beyond all this are specific
directions for spiritual realization. Regulated knowledge involves a gradual
raising of the living entity to the spiritual platform, and the highest spiritual
realization is to know that the Personality of Godhead is the reservoir of
all spiritual tastes or rasas.

Every living entity, beginning from Brahma, the first-born living being
within the material world, down to the insignificant ant, desires to relish
some sorl of taste derived from sense perceptions. These sensual pleasures
are technically called rasas. Such rasas are of different varieties. In the
revealed scriptures the following twelve varieties of rasas are enumerated:
1) raudra (anger) 2) adbhuta (wonder) 3) $riigara (conjugal love) 4) hasya
(comedy) 5) vira (chivalry) 6) daya (mercy) 7) dasya (servitorship)
8) sakhya (fraternity) 9) bhayanaka (horror) 10) vibhatsa (shock) 11)
danta (neutrality) 12) vatsalya (parenthood).

The sum total of all these rasas is called affection or love. Primarily,
such signs of love are manifested in adoration, service, friendship, eternal
affection, and conjugal love. And when these five are absent, love is present
indirectly in anger, wonder, comedy, chivalry, fear, shock and so on. For
example, when a man is in love with a woman, the rasa is called conjugal
love. But when such love affairs are disturbed there may be wonder, anger,
shock, or even horror. Sometimes love affairs between two persons cul-
minate in ghastly murder scenes. Such rasas are displayed between man
and man and between animal and animal. There is no possibility of an
exchange of rasa between a man and an animal or between a man and any
other species of living beings within the material world. The rasas are
exchanged between members of the same species. But as far as the spirit
souls are concerned, they are one qualitatively with the Supreme Lord.
Therefore, the rasas were originally exchanged between the spiritual living
being and the spiritual whole, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
spiritual exchange or rasa is fully exhibited in spiritual existence between
living beings and the Supreme Lord.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is therefore described in the
Sruti mantras, Vedic hymns, as *‘the fountainhead of all rasas.”” When one
associates with the Supreme Lord and exchanges one’s constitutional rasa
with the Lord, then the living being is actually happy.

These Sruti mantras indicate that every living being has its constitutional
position which is endowed with a particular type of rasa which is to be
exchanged with the Personality of Godhead. In the liberated condition
only, this primary rasa is experienced in full. In the material existence, the
rasa is experienced in the perverted form, which is temporary. And thus
the rasas of the material world are exhibited in the material form of raudra
(anger) and so on.

Therefore, one who attains full knowledge of these different rasas,
which are the basic principles of activities, can understand the false repre-
sentations of the original rasas which are reflected in the material world.
The learned scholar seeks to relish the real rasa in the spiritual form. In the
beginning he desires to become one with the Supreme. Thus, intelligent
transcendentalists cannot go beyond this conception of becoming one
with the spirit whole, without knowing of the different rasas.

In this sloka, it is definitely stated that spiritual rasa, which is relished
even in the liberated stage, can be experienced in the literature of the
Srt'mad-!ihﬁgam!am due to its being the ripened fruit of all Vedic know-
ledge. By submissively hearing this transcendental literature, one can
attain the full pleasure of his heart’s desire. But, one must be very careful
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to hear the message from the right source. Srimad-Bhagavatam is exactly
received from the right source. It was brought by Nirada Muni from the
spiritual world and given to his disciple Sfi Vyasadeva. The latter in turn
delivered the message to his son Srila Sukadeva Gosvami, and Srila Sukadeva
Gosvami delivered the message to Maharaja Pariksit just seven days before
the King’s death. Srila Sukadeva Gosvimi was a liberated soul from his
very birth. He was liberated even in the womb of his mother, and he did
not undergo any sort of spiritual training after his birth. At birth no one
is qualified, neither in the mundane nor the spiritual sense. But S
Sukadeva Gosvami, due to his being a perfectly liberated soul, did not have
to undergo an evolutionary process for spiritual realization. Yet despite
his being a completely liberated person situated in the transcendental
position above the three material modes, he was attracted to this transcen-
dental rasa of the Supreme Personality of Godhead who is adored by
liberated souls who sing Vedic hymns. The Supreme Lord’s pastimes are
more attractive to liberated souls than to mundane people. He is of
necessity not impersonal because it is only possible to carry on transcen-
dental rasa with a person.

In the Srimad-Bhagavatam the transcendental pastimes of the Lord are
narrated, and the narration is systematically depicted by Srila Sukadeva
Gosvami. Thus the subject matter is appealing to all classes of persons,
including those who seek liberation and those who seek to become one
with the supreme whole.

In Sanskrit the parrot is also known as suka. When a ripened fruit is cut
by the red beaks of such birds, its sweet flavor is enhanced. The Vedic
fruit which is mature and ripe in knowledge is spoken through the lips of
Srila Sukadeva Gosviimi, who is compared to the parrot not for his ability
to recite the Bhagavatam exactly as he heard it from his learned father,
but for his ability to present the work in a manner that would appeal to
all classes of men.

The subject matter is so presented through the lips of Srila Sukadeva
Gosvimi that any sincere listener that hears submissively can at once
relish transcendental tastes which are distinct from the perverted tastes
of the material world. The ripened fruit is not dropped all of asudden from
the highest planet of Krsnaloka. Rather, it has come down carefully
through the chain of disciplic succession’ without change or disturbance.
Foolish people who are not in the transcendental disciplic succession
commit great blunders by trying to understand the highest transcendental
rasa known as the rasa dance without following in the footsteps of Suka-
deva Gosvami, who presents this fruit very carefully by stages of transcen-
dental realization. One should be’ intelligent to know the position of
Srimad-Bhagavatam by considering personalities like Sukadeva Gosvami,
who deals with the subject so carefully. This process of disciplic succession
of the Bhagavata school suggests that in the future also Srimad-Bhagavatam
has to be understood from a person who is factually a representative of
Srila Sukadeva Gosvami. A professional man who makes a business out of
reciting the Bhigavatam illegally is certainly not a representative of Suka-
deva Gosvami. Such a man’s business is only to earn his livelihood. There-
fore one should refrain from hearing the lectures of such professional men.
Such men usually go to the most confidential part of the literature without
undergoing the gradual process of understanding this grave subject. They
usually plunge into the subject matter of the rasa dance, which is misun-
derstood by the foolish class of men. Some of them take this to be
immoral, while others try to cover it up by their own stupid interpreta-
tions. They have no desire to follow in the footsteps of Srila Sukadeva
Gosvami.

One should conclude, therefore, that the serious student of the rasa
should receive the message of Bhagavatam in the chain of disciplic suc-
cession from Srila Sukadeva Gosvimi, who deseribes the Bhdgavatam from
its very beginning and not whimsically to satisfy the mundaner who has
very little knowledge in transcendental science. Srimad-Bhagavatam is so
carefully presented that a sincere and serious person can at once enjoy the
ripened fruit of Vedic knowledge simply by drinking the nectarean juice
through the mouth of Sukadeva Gosvami or his bona fide representative.

TEXT 4
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naimise ‘nimisaksetre
rsayah saunakadayah

satrari svargayalokaya
sahasra-samam asata

naimise—in the forest known as Naimisaranya; animisa-ksetre—the spot
which is especially a favorite of Visnu (who does not close His eyelids);
rsayah—sages; Saunaka-ddayah—headed by the sage Saunaka; satram—sacri-
fice; svargaya—the Lord who is glorified in heaven; lokdya—and for the
devotees who are always in touch with the Lord; sahasra—one thousand;
samam-—years; dsata—performed.

TRANSLATION

Once, in a holy place in the forest of Naimisaranya, great sages headed
by the sage Saunaka assembled to perform a great thousand-year sacrifice
for the satisfaction of the Lord and His devotees.

PURPORT

The prelude of the Srimad-Bhagavatam was spoken in the previous
three slokas. Now the main Lopic of this great literature is being presented.
Srfmad-Bhﬁgnuatam, after its first recitation by Srila Sukadeva Gosvami,
was repeated for the second time at Naimisdranya.

In the Vayaviya Tantra, it is said that Brahma, the engineer of this
particular universe, contemplated a great wheel which could enclose the
universe. The hub of this great circle was fixed at a particular place known
as Naimisiranya. Similarly, there is another reference to the forest of
Naimigdranya in the Vardha Puriipa, where it is stated that by performance
of sacrifice at this place, the strength of demoniac people is curtailed. Thus
brahmapas prefer Naimisaranya for such sacrificial performances.

The devotees of Lord Visnu offer all kinds of sacrifices for His pleasure.
The devotees are always attached to service of the Lord, whereas fallen
souls are attached to the pleasures of material existence. In Bhagavad-gita,
it is said that anything performed in the material world for any reason
other than for the pleasure of Lord Visnu causes further bondage for the
performer. It is enjoined therefore that all acts must be performed sacrifi-
cially for the satisfaction of Visnu and His devotees. This will bring every-
one peace and prosperity.

The great sages are always anxious to do good to the people in general,
and as such the sages headed by Saunaka and others assembled at this holy
place of Naimigiranya with a program of performing a great and con-
tinuous chain of sacrificial ceremonies. Forgetful men do not know the
right path for peace and prosperity. However, the sages know it well, and
therefore for the good men they are always anxious to perform acts which
may bring about peace in the world. They are sincere friends to all living
entities, and at the risk of great personal inconvenience they are always
engaged in the service of the Lord for the good of all people. Lord Visnu
is just like a great tree, and all others, including the demigods, men,
Siddhas, Caranas, Vidyadharas and other living entities, are like branches,
twigs and leaves of that tree. By pouring water on the root of the tree,
all the parts of the tree are automatically nourished. Only those branches
and leaves which are detached cannot be so satisfied. Detached branches
and leaves dry up gradually despite all watering attempts. Similarly, human
society, when it is detached from the Personality of Godhead like detached
branches and leaves, is not capable of being watered, and one attempting
to do so is simply wasting his energy and resources.

The modern materialistic society is detached from its relation to the
Supreme Lord. And all its plans which are being made by atheistic leaders
are sure to be baffled in every step. Yet they do not wake up to this,

In this age, the congregational chanting of the holy names of the Lord
is the prescribed method for waking up. The ways and means are most
scientifically presented by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and intelligent
persons may take advantage of His teachings in order to bring about real
peace and prosperity. Srimad-Bhagavatam is also presented for this same
purpose, and this will be explained more specifically later in the text.

TEXT 5
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[Canto 1, Ch 1

ta ekada tu munayah
pratar huta-hutagnayah

satkrtam stitam astnarn
papracchur idam adarat

te—the sages; ekada—one day: tu—but; munayah—sages: pritah—morn ing;
huta—burning; huta-agnayah—the sacrificial fire; sat-krtam—due respecls;
sittam—Sr7 Siita Gosvami; asinam—seated on; papracchuh—made inquiries;
idam—on this (as follows): ddarat—with due regards.

TRANSLATION

One day, after finishing their morning duties by burning a sacrificial
fire and respectfully offering a seat to Srila Siita Gosvamy, the great sages
made earnest inquiries about the following matters.

PURPORT

Morning is the best time to hold spiritual services. The great sages
offered the speaker of the Bhagavatam an elevated seat of respect called
the Vyasasana, or the seat of Sri Vyasadeva. Sri Vyasadeva is the original
spiritual preceptor for all men. And all other preceptors are considered to
be his representatives. A representative is one who can exactly present the
viewpoint of Sri Vyasadeva. Sri Vyasadeva impregnated the message of
Bhagavatam unto Srila Sukadeva Gosvami, and S Siita Gosvimi heard
it from him (Sri Sukadeva Gosvami). All bona fide representatives of Sri
Vyasadeva in the chain of disciplic succession are to be understood to be
Gosvamis, These Gosvamis restrain all their senses, and they stick to the
path made by the previous dcaryas. The Gosvamis do not deliver lectures
on the Bhagavatam capriciously. Rather, they execute their services most
carefully, following their predecessors who delivered the spiritual message
unbroken to them.

Those who listen to the Bhagavatam may put questions to the speaker
in order to elicit the clear meaning, but this should not be done in a
challenging spirit. One must submit questions with a great regard for the
speaker and the subject matter. This is also the way recommended in
Bhagavad-gita. One must learn the transeendental subject by submissive
aural reception from the right sources. Therefore these sages addressed
the speaker Siita Gosvimi with great respect.

TEXT 6
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rsaya iicuh
tvayd khalu puranani
setihasani canagha
akhyatany apy adhitani
dharma-sastrani yany uta

rsayah—the sages; dcuhi—said; tvayd—by you; khalu—undoubtedly; purd-
nani—the supplements to the Vedas with illustrative narrations; sa-itihasani
—along with the histories: ca—and; anagha—freed from all vices; akhyatani
—explained: api—although; adhitani—well read; dharma-sastrapi—scriptures
giving right directions to progressive life; yani—all these; uta—said.

TRANSLATION

The sages said: Respected Sita Gosvimi, you are completely free
from all vice. You are well versed in all religious scriptures, the Purinas
and histories, for you have gone through them under proper guidance and
have also explained them.

PURPORT

A Gosvami, or the bona fide representative of Sri Vyidsadeva, must be
free from all kinds of vices. The four major vices of Kali-yuga are 1.) illicit
connection with women, 2.) animal slaughter, 3.) intoxication, 4.) specula-
tive gambling of all sorts. A Gosvimi must be free from all these vices
before he can dare sit on the Fyasasana. No one should be allowed to sit
on the Vyisasana who is not spotless in character and who is not freed



Text 10]

from the above mentioned vices. He should not only be freed from all such
vices, but he must also be well versed in all revealed scriptures or in the
Vedas. The Purdnas are also parts of the Fedas. And histories like the
Mahibharata or Ra@mdyana are also parts of the Vedas. The dcarya or the
gosvami must be well acquainted with all these literatures. To hear and
explain them is more important than reading them. One can only assimi-
late the knowledge of the revealed scriptures by hearing and explaining.
Hearing is called $ravana, and explaining is called kirtana. The two
processes of Sravana and kirlana are of primary importance to progressive
spiritual life. Only one who has properly grasped the transcendental
knowledge from the right source by submissive hearing can properly
explain the subject.

TEXT 7
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yani veda-vidam $restho
bhagavan badarayanah

anye ca munayah sila
pardvara-vido viduh

yani—all that; veda-vidam—scholars of the Vedas; sresthah—seniormost;
bhagavan—incarnation of Godhead; badarayanah—Vyasadeva;anye—others;
ca—and; munayah—the sages; sita—O Siita Gosvami: pardvara-vidah—
amongst the learned scholars, one who is conversant with physical and
metaphysical knowledge; viduh—one who knows.

TRANSLATION

Being the eldest learned Vedantist, O Siita Gosvami, you are acquainted
with the knowledge of Vyasadeva, who is the incarnation of Godhead,
and you also know other sages who are fully versed in all kinds of physical
and metaphysical knowledge.

PURPORT

Srfnmd-ﬂhrfgauutum is a natural commentation on the Brahma-siitra or
the ‘Badardyana Vedanta-siitras. It is called natural because Vydsadeva is
author of both Vedanta-sitras as well as Srimad-Bhagavatam or the
essence of all Vedic literatures. Besides Vyasadeva, there are other sages
who are the authors of six different philosophical systems, namely
Gautama, Kanada, Kapila, Palaﬁjaii', Jaimini and Astdvakra. Theism is
explained completely in the Vedanta-siitra, whereas in other systems of
philosophical speculations, practically no mention is given to the ultimate
cause of all causes. One can sit on the Vydasasana only after being conver-
sant in all systems of philosophy so that one can present fully the
theistic views of the Bhagavatam in defiance of all other systems. Srila Siita
Gosvami was the proper teacher, and therefore the sages at Naimisiranya
elevated him to the Fyasasana. Srila Vyasadeva is designated herein as the
Personality of Godhead because he is the authorized incarnation.

TEXT 8
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veltha tvam saumya tat-sarvari
tattvatas tad-anugrahat

briiyuh snigdhasya Sisyasya
guravo guhyam apy uta

vettha—you are well conversant; tvam—your honor; saumya—one who is
pure and simple; tat—those; sarvam—all; tattvatah—in fact; tat—their;
anugrahal—by the favor of; briiyuh—will tell; snigdhasya—of the one who
is submissive; §isyasya—of the disciple; guravah—the spiritual masters;
guhyam—secret; api uta—endowed with.

TRANSLATION

And because you are submissive, your spiritual masters have endowed
you with all their favors. Therefore you can tell us all you have learned
from them.

Questions by the Sages 7

PURPORT

The secret of success in spiritual life is in satisfying the spiritual master
and thereby getting His sincere blessings. Srila Viévanitha Cakravarti
Thakur has sung in his famous eight stanzas on the spiritual master as
follows: “I offer my respectful obeisances unto the lotus feet of my
spiritual master. Only by his satisfaction can one please the Personality of
Godhead, and when he is dissatisfied there is only havoc on the path of
spiritual realization.” It is essential, therefore, that a disciple be very much
obedient and submissive to the bona fide spiritual master. Srila Sita
Gosvami fulfilled all these qualifications as a disciple, and therefore he was
endowed with all favors by his learned and self-realized spiritual masters
such as Srila Vyisadeva and others. The sages of Naimisaranya were
confident that Srila Suta Gosvimi was hona fide. Therefore they were
anxious to hear from him.

TEXT 9
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tatra latranjasa’yusman
bhavata yad viniscitam

pumsam ekantatah Sreyas
tan nah $amsitum arhasi

tatra—thereof; tatra—thereof’; afijasi—made easy: @yusman—blessed with
good duration of life; bhavata—by your good self; yat—whatever; viniscitam
—ascertained; purmsam—for the people in general; ekantatah—absolutely;
Sreyah—ultimate good; tat—that; nah—to us; samsitum—to explain; arhasi—
deserve.

TRANSLATION

Please, therefore, being blessed with many years, explain to us what
you ascertain to be the absolute and ujtimate good for the people in
general.

PURPORT

In Bhagavad-gita, worship of the decarya is recommended. The dcaryas
and the gosvamis are always well-wishers for the general public. They are
especially spiritual well-wishers. Spiritual well-being is automatically fol-
lowed by material well-being. The dcaryas therefore give directions in
spiritual well-being for the people in general. Foreseeing the incompetencies
of the people in this age of Kali, or the iron age of quarrel, the sages
requested that Siita Gosvimi give a summary of all revealed scriptures
because the people of this age are condemned in every respect. The sages,
therefore, inquired of the absolute good, which is the ultimate good for
the people. The condemned state of affairs of the people of this age is
described as follows.

TEXT 10
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prayendlpayusah sabhya
kalav asmin yuge janah
mandah sumanda-matayo
manda-bhagya hy upadrutdh

prayena—almost always;alpa—meager; ayusah—duration of life; sabhya—
member of the learned society; kalau—in this age of Kali (quarrel);
asmin—herein; yuge—age; janah—the public; manddh—lazy; sumanda-
matayah—misguided; manda-bhagyah—unlucky; hi—and above all;
upadrutah—disturbed.

TRANSLATION

O learned one, in this iron age of Kali men have but short lives. They
are quarrelsome, lazy, misguided, unlucky and above all, always disturbed.
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PURPORT

The devotees of the Lord are always anxious for the spiritual improve-
ment of the general public. When the sages of Naimisiranya analyzed the
state of affairs of the people in this age of Kali, they foresaw that men
would live short lives. In Kali-yuga, the duration of life is shortened not
so much because of insufficient food but because of irregular habits.
By keeping regular habits and eating simple food, any man can maintain
his health. Overcating, over sense gratification, over dependence on
another’s merey, and artificial standards of living sap the very vitality of
human energy. Therefore the duration of life is shortened.

The people of this age are also very lazy, not only materially but in the
matter of self-realization. The human life is especially meant for self-
realization. That is to say, man should come to know what he is, what the
world is, and what the supreme truth is. Human life is a means by which
the living entity can end all miseries of material existence which arise in the
hard struggle for existence and by which he can return to Godhead, his
eternal home. But, due to a bad system of education, men have no desire
for self-realization. Even if they come to know about it, they unfortunately
become victims of misguided teachers.

In this age, men are not only victims of different political creeds and
parties, but also of many different types of sense-gratificatory diversions,
namely cinemas, sports, gambling, clubs, mundane libraries, bad associa-
tions, smoking, drinking, cheating, pilfering, bickerings, and so on. Their
minds are always disturbed and full of anxieties due to so many different
engagements. In this age, many unscrupulous men manufacture their own
religious faiths which are not based on any revealed scriptures, and very
often people who are addicted to sense gratification are attracted by such
institutions. Consequently, in the name of religion so many sinful acts
are being carried on, and the people in general have neither peace of mind
nor health of body. The student (brahmacdri) communities are no longer
being maintained, and householders do not observe the rules and regula-
tions of the grhastha-asrama. Consequently, the so-called vanaprastha and
sannyasi who come out of such grhastha-G§ramas are casily deviated from
the rigid path. In the Kali-yuga the whole atmosphere is surcharged with
faithlessness. Men are no longer interested in spiritual values. Material
sense gratification is now the standard of civilization. For the main-
tenance of such material civilizations, man has formed complex nations
and communities, and there is a constant strain of hot and cold wars
between these different groups. It has become very difficult, therefore, to
raise the spiritual standard due to the present distorted values of human
society. The sages of Naimisiranya are anxious to disentangle all fallen
souls, and here they are seeking the remedy from Srila Stita Gosvami.

TEXT 11

Agdifor syRewwor steat Rwr: |
s ATAST TAW qYIIT AT |
Afe FEERIAT A I G 112211

bhiirini bhiiri-karmdni
Srotavyani vibhdgasah

atah sadho ’lra yat sararm
samuddhriya manisayi

brithi bhadraya bhitanam
yendtmd suprasidati

bhiiripi—multifarious; bhiiri—many; karmapi—duties; §rotavydni—to be
learned; vibhagasah—by division of subject matter; atah—therefore; sadho—
O sage; atra—herein; yal—whatever; saram—essence; samuddhrtya—by
selection; manisaya—best to your knowledge; brithi—please tell us;
bhadriya—for the good of; bhiitanam—the living beings; yena—by
which; @tma—self; suprasidati—bhecomes fully satisfied.

[Canto 1, Ch 1

TRANSLATION

There are many varieties of scriptures, and in all of them there are many
prescribed duties which can be learned only after many years of study.
Therefore, O sage, please select the essential teachings of all these scrip-
tures and explain them for the good of all living beings, that by such
instruction their hearts may be satisfied.

PURPORT

Atma or self is distinguished from matter and material elements. It is
spiritual in constitution, and thus it is never satisfied by any amount of
material planning. All seriptures and spiritual instructions are meant for
the satisfaction of this self or @ma. There are many varieties of approaches
which are recommended for different types of living beings in different
times and at different places. Consequently, the numbers of revealed
scriptures are innumerable. There are different methods and prescribed
duties recommended in these various seriptures. Taking into consideration
the fallen condition of the people in general in this age of Kali, the sages
of Naimisiranya suggested that Sri Siita Gosvami relate the essence of all
such scriptures because in this age it is not possible for the fallen souls to
understand and undergo all the lessons of all these various scriptures in a
varna and d@srama system.

The varpa and @srama society was considered to be the best institution
for lifting the human being to the spiritual platform, but due to Kali-yuga
it is not possible to execute the rules and regulations of these institutions.
Nor is it possible for the people in general to completely sever relations
with their families as the varpasrama institution prescribes. The whole
atmosphere is surcharged with opposition. And considering this, one can
see that spiritual emancipation for the common man in this age is very
difficult. The reason for the sages’ inquiry into this matter is explained in
the following verse.

TEXT 12
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sita janasi bhadrahi te
bhagavin satvatar patih

devak yar vasudevasya
Jjato yasya cikirsayd

sita—0 Siita Gosvami; janasi—you know; bhadram te—all blessings
upon you: bhagavan—the Personalily of Godhead: satvat@m—of the pure
devotees: patih—protector:devak yam—in the womb of Devak’; vasudevasya
~by Vasudeva; jatah—born of: vasya—for the purpose of; cikirsaya—
execuling.
TRANSLATION

All blessings upon you, O Siita Gosvami. You know for what purpose
the Personality of Godhead appeared in the womb of Devaki as the son of
Vasudeva.

PURPORT

Bhagavan means the Almighty God who is the controller of all opu-
lences, power, fame, beauty, knowledge and renunciation. He is the
protector of His pure devotees. Although God is equally disposed to
everyone, He is especially inclined to His devotees. Sat means the Absolute
Truth. And persons who are servitors of the Absolute Truth are called
satvatas. And the Personality of Godhead who protects such pure devotees
is known as the protector of the satvatas. Bhadram or “blessings upon
you' indicates the sages’ anxiety to know the Absolute Truth from the
speaker. Lord Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. appeared
to Devaki, the wife of Vasudeva. Vasudeva is the symbol of the transcen-
dental position wherein the appearance of the Supreme Lord takes place.

(continued in next issue)
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circled below. Enclosed please find $
total payment in cash, check or money order.

If your order is under $4.95, please add 5.50 for postage, $4.95 to $9.95
add S.70 postage, and over $9.85 add 6% of total arder
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Name

Address
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Link-up

to the most important spiritual master
in the world today.

As it’s said, hearing is the beginning of
understanding. Now, with a Golden Avatar tape
subscription, you can hear the message of Krsna
consciousness directly from a bona fide spiritual
master, a pure devotee of Krsna—His Divine
Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.
Each week, you'll receive lectures, interviews,
classes and intimate conversations with His

Divine Grace, all recorded only a few days before.

You'll find that listening to these transcendental
sounds is a wonderful way to make advancement
on the path toward spiritual perfection.

Yes, please send me Krgpa VM“;; " 3

conscious tape cassettes &u

‘on a regular ba's_l__q. X

The members of the
International Society for Krishna Consciousness
invite you to visit any of the more than
seventy Krspna conscious centers™
for weekday classes and a

delightful feast every Sunday.
Write or call the center
nearest you for further information.

*(listed on page two of this issue)

Krsna Conscious Calendar

Krsna conscious devotees follow a spiritual calendar that
divides the year into twelve months, each named for a dif-
ferent form of Krsna. The year is full of Krsna conscious
festivals, and some of the upcoming ones are listed here. The
devotees of the ISKCON center nearest you will gladly tell you
more about the meaning of these festivals.

Year 489, Caitanya Era
Vaisnava Month of Sridhara (29 days, July 24— August 21,1975)

Krsna paksa (dark fortnight)

Disappearance of Srila
Gopila Bhatta Gosvami.

Disappearance of Srila
Lokanatha Gosvami.

Kamika-ekadasi. Ekidasi Parana after 5:17
a.m. and before 9:32 am.

Sukla paksa (bright fortnight)

Disappearance of Srila
Raghunandana Thakura and
Srila Varhéidasa Babaji.

Beginning of $ri Radha-
Covinda's Jhulana-yatra.

Ekadasi Parana before 9:32 a.m.
Disappearance of Srila Ripa Go-
svami and Srila Gauridasa Pandita.
Lord Krsna's Pavitraropanpotsava.

Pavitraropana-ekadasi.

The End of $ri Radha- Govinda's
Jhulana-yatra. Appearance of
Lord Baladeva (fasting).

Hrsikesa 9 (August 30)

Hrsikesa 10 (August 31)

$rf Krsna-janmastami Janmastami Parana before 9:32
(fasting). a.m. $ri Nandotsava. Appearance
of His Divine Grace

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada. $ri Vyasa-paja.




The Kiiling of Patana Witch
(continued from page 14)

Nanda Maharija recalled the
prophecy of Vasudeva and considered
him a great sage and mystic yogi; other-
wise, how could he have foretold an in-
cident that happened during his absence
from Vrndivana? After this, all the resi-
dents of Vraja cut the gigantic body of
Piatani into pieces and piled it with
wood for burning. When all the limbs of
Pitana’s body were burning, the smoke
emanating from the fire created a good
aroma. This aroma was due to her being
killed by Krsna. This means that the
demon Piitani was washed of all her sin-
ful activities and attained a celestial
body. Here is an example of how the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is all
good: Patana came to kill Krsna, but be-
cause He sucked her milk, she was im-
mediately purified, and her dead body
attained a transcendental quality. Her
only business was to kill small children;
she was only fond of blood. But in spite
of being envious of Krsna, she attained
salvation because she gave her milk to
Him to drink. So what can be said of
others who are affectionate to Krsna in
the relationship of mother or father?

Immense Profit

The pure devotees always serve Krsna
with great love and affection, for He is
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the
Supersoul of every living entity.
Therefore it is concluded that even a lit-
tle energy expended in the service of the
Lord gives one immense transcendental
profit. This is explained in the Bhagavad-
gita: svalpam apy asya dharmasya. Devo-
tional service in Krsna consciousness is
so sublime that even a little service to
Krsna, knowingly or unknowingly, gives
one the greatest benefit. The system of
worshiping Krsna by offering flowers
from a tree is also beneficial for the liv-
ing entity who is confined to the bodily
existence of that tree. When flowers and
fruits are offered to Krsna, the tree that
bore them also receives much benefi,
indirectly. The arcand process, or
worshiping procedure, is therefore
beneficial for everyone. Krsna is
worshipable by great demigods like Lord
Brahma and Lord Siva, and Patana was

so fortunate that the same Krsna played
in her lap as a little child. The lotus feet
of Krsna, which are worshiped by great
sages and devotees, were placed on the
body of Patana. People worship Krsna
and offer food, but automatically He
sucked the milk from the body of
Pitana. Devotees therefore pray that if
simply by offering something as an
enemy, Pitani got so much benefit, then
who can measure the benefit of worship-
ing Krsna in love and affection?

One should only worship Krsna if for
no other reason than so much benefit
awaits the worshiper. Although Pitana
was an evil spirit, she gained elevation
just like the mother of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead. It is clear that the
cows and the elderly gopis who offered
milk to Krsna were also elevated to the
transcendental position. Krsna can offer
anyone anything, from liberation to any-
thing materially conceivable. Therefore,
there cannot be any doubt of the salva-
tion of Patani, whose bodily milk was
sucked by Krsna for such a long time.
And how can there be any doubt about
the salvation of the gopis, who were so

fond of Krsna? Undoubtedly all the gopis
and cowherd boys and cows, who served
Krsna in Vrndivana with love and affec-
tion, were liberated from the miserable
condition of material existence.

When all the inhabitants of
Vrndivana smelled the good aroma from
the smoke of the burning Patani, they
inquired from each other, “Where is this
good flavor coming from?” And while
conversing, they came to understand
that it was the fumes of the burning
Patana. They were very fond of Krsna,
and as soon as they heard that the demon
Patana was killed by Krsna, they offered
blessings to the little child out of affec-
tion. After the burning of Patani, Nanda
Mahirija came home and immediately
took up the child on his lap and began to
smell His head. In this way, he was quite
satisfied that his little child was saved
from this great calamity. Srila Sukadeva
Gosvami has blessed all persons who
hear the narration of the killing of
Pitana by Krsna. They will surely attain
the favor of Govinda.

Thus ends the Bhaktivedanta purport of the
Sixth Chapter of Krsna, “Piitand Killed”

...with advanced disciples
of the Hare Krsna movement.
Experience life

in a mobile asrama.

® Daijlyclasses
in mantra meditation
and the philosophy of
Bhagavad-gita.

® \egetarian yoga diet.
Learn to play ancient
Eastern instruments.

For a week, a month or longer.

For departure dates from your
city call (813) 253-3505.
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Srila Vyasadeva receives inspiration to compile Srimad-Bhigavatam from his spiritual
master, Narada Muni.



Delivering

the Message Unchanged

by

Satsvariipa dasa Gosvami

The day on which a disciple cele-
brates the appearance of his spiritual
master is called Vyasa-pija. The word
“Vyisa” indicates Srila Vyisadeva, a
powerful incarnation of Krsna (God)
who compiled all of the Vedic literature,
and “pijd”’ means worship.

Vyasideva appeared five thousand
years ago, at the dawn of the present Age
of Quarrel, just when widespread moral
deterioration was about to begin. He
could foresee that the people of this age
would be short-lived, unfortunate and
always disturbed.

Before Vyasadeva, all the Vedic scrip-
tures were taught and received verbally
in disciplic succession. The memories of
both the students and the spiritual
masters of those ages were so sharp that
once they heard a transcendental
message from their spiritual master, the
message was immediately imprinted into
their brains and considered a written
language.

To give the unfortunate people of the
modern age a chance to partake of the
knowledge contained in the Vedas, Sri
Vyasadeva undertook the enormous task
of compilation. He composed the
millions of Sanskrit verses of the
Mahabhdrata, the Vedanta-sitra and the
Puranas, including Srimad-Bhagavatam. No
one else in history can compare with
him as a poet, philosopher or writer, and
he is thus known as Mahimuni (the
great sage). He is the spiritual master of
all who follow the teachings of the Vedas.
His final, mature work, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, is known as the “ripened
fruit of the Vedas” and is sufficient in it-
self for God realization. The precious
Bhagavatam has been handed down in
disciplic succession, from guru to disci-

lllustration: Muralidhara dasa

Photo: Bhirgava dasa

The Vyasasana (The seat of Vyasa).
One who qualifies himself as a pure
representative of Sri Vyasadeva is
eligible to be seated here.

ple, in an unbroken chain, and today His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, spiritual master of
the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, is delivering it in turn to
his disciples.

Out of his causeless mercy, Srila
Vyasadeva wrote Srimad-Bhagavatam for
the benefit of the fallen people of Kali-
yuga (the modern age), and out of his
causeless mercy Srila Prabhupada is per-
sonally translating and expanding this
monumental work—and he is preaching
it throughout the Western world as well.
At the advanced age of seventy, he trav-
eled under great hardship from India to
America to found the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness, and
today, nine years later, he tirelessly
works eighteen to twenty hours a day,
still translating and preaching the eter-

nal message of Srimad-Bhagavatam: pure,
unalloyed service to Krsna (God).

There are many so-called gurus, in In-
dia and elsewhere, who preach some-
thing other than pure devotional service
to God. But such “gurus” are condemned
by Vyasadeva at the beginning of Srimad-
Bhagavatam: “The supreme occupation
for all humanity is that by which men
can attain to loving devotional service
unto the transcendent Lord. Such devo-
tional service must be unmotivated and
uninterrupted in order to completely
satisfy the self” (Bhag. 1.2.6) And they
are condemned by Lord Krsna Himself
in Bhagavad-gita: “‘Just give up all other
forms of religion and surrender unto Me.
I will protect you from all sinful reac-
tion. Do not fear” (Bg.18.66) Those
who are followers of the Absolute Truth,
the source of all emanations, accept that
all knowledge of the Absolute Truth is
coming from the Vedic scriptures com-
piled by Vyisadeva, which include
Stimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-giti The
emphatic conclusion of these scriptures,
which are the cream of the Vedas, is that
Lord Krsna is the source of all incarna-
tions and manifestations. And this con-
clusion has been reiterated by all the
spiritual masters in disciplic succession,
such as Lord Brahmi, Nirada,
Vyisadeva and, in the modern age, Lord
Caitanya, who stressed the chanting of
the Hare Krsna mantra,

Therefore one who is an actual
spiritual master, who is imparting genu-
ine knowledge of the Absolute Truth,
must preach the message of Vyisadeva
without change. So on his appearance
day, the disciples of His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
will worship him as a bona fide repre-
sentative of Vyisadeva, who is faithfully
preaching the pure message of
Vyisadeva throughout the world. ¥
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BLESSED
EVENT

In 1969 a unique book
was discovered—a
collection of tributes to
Thakura
Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Prabhupada
written by his disciples,
one of whom was Abhay
Caran Das, later to
become His Divine Grace
A. C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada.
Those who came upon it
were students of His
Divine Grace, and they
were inspired by it to
print a similar volume in
his honor. Since then it
has become an annual
publication, presented to
Srila Prabhupada on his
appearance day. This
selection from last year's
book was written by
Giriraja dasa, now
President of the ISKCON
center in Bombay, India.

Sp 5, J°
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The Most Blessed Event

Two recent
editions of the
Sri Vyasa-pija
tribute book.

Dear Srila Prabhupida, your ap-
pearance day is the most historic event
in the history of man. Under your divine
guidance the whole world is being inun-
dated by Krsna consciousness. As stated
in Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi 7.26):

saj-jana, dur-jana, pangy, jada, andha-gana
prema-vanydya duvdila jagatera jana

“The Krsna consciousness movement
will inundate the entire world and will
drown everyone, whether one be a
gentleman, a rogue or even lame, invalid
or blind.”

In this Age of Quarrel everyone is full
of lust, anger and greed, being engrossed
in the modes of passion and ignorance.
We, all your disciples, were also born in
that same ocean of material desires. We
have been suffering in the hellish dark-
ness of the material world since time im-
memorial. But you are a beam of light,
pure and transcendental to this godless
world, glowing with love of God. All the
evils that we know are completely
unknown to you, and all of the bliss in
which you are immersed is alien to us.
And yet you have so kindly extended

SRI VYASA-POIA

The Appearante Day of Qur Beloved Spiritual Master
- - . -~
His Divine Grace

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Founder-Aciirya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

August 12, 1974

your all-merciful hand to pull us out of
this dark well of material life. As
Narottama disa Thikura has said:

caksu dana dila yei, janme janme prabhu sei
divya-jfidna hrde prakdsita

prema-bhakti yaha haite, avidya vinasa yate
vede gaya yarhdra carita

“The spiritual master opens my
darkened eyes and fills my heart with
transcendental knowledge. He is my
lord, birth after birth. From him ecstatic
love of God emanates; by him ignorance
is destroyed. The Vedic scriptures sing of
his character.”

You have thus established the truth of
the wonderful vision of idstra (Vedic
scriptures). Not only have you delivered
all your disciples from the clutches of
sinful life (meat-eating, intoxication, il-
licit sex and so on), but you have also in-
culcated them with divine qualities such
as self-control, austerity, simplicity, non-
violence, truthfulness and cleanliness.
Who but your divine self could have
brought about such astounding changes?
As Narottama disa said in his prayer to a
Vaispava:
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AC.BHAKTIVEDANTA SWAMI MAHARAJA PRABHUPADA

Founds - Acarya of the International Society Tor Krishng Conciommsnies

yahdra nikate gele papa dire yaya
emana daydla prabhu keba kotha paya

“Whose association but yours can cause
the sinful reactions of the most sinful
man to run away? Who is so merciful
as Your Divine Grace? Search as I may, I
cannot find him”” You are the greatest
Vaisnava because you are the most mag-
nanimous and because you arée bestow-
ing upon us the highest perfection:
prema-bhakti (love of God).

You are so kind and humble that you
do not take any credit for all your
achievements. Taking unflinching
shelter at the lotus feet of Srila Bhakti
siddhanta Sarasvati and Srila Ripa
Gosvami, you give all the credit to them.
Your spiritual master is now glorified all
over the world. We, who are so polluted
by this Age of Kali, have nonetheless
been accepted by you, so we simply pray
earnestly to Lord Caitanya and the six
Gosvamis to help us glorify Your Divine
Grace all over the world.

One day, on your morning walk, a
man started blaspheming you, saying
that you are always criticizing everyone
else. Your disciples were with you, and

they were going to take him away, but
you stopped them, smiled and said, “I'm
just saying what Krsna says in Bhagavad-
gita” After a while the man came to his
senses. He bowed down and touched
your feet, and you accepted him. Who
can stand against you? Your patience
and determination are limitless. You are
causelessly merciful because of being al-
ways absorbed in love of Ridhi-Krsna.
You are on the transcendental platform,
free from anxieties. You have no busi-
ness dealings with mundane people; you
only deal with them to show them your
causeless mercy. Somehow they must be-
come attracted to Krsna. That is your
only concern.

The transcendental name of Krsna
vibrated through your lips surpasses all
the singing of the Gandharvas, the
celestial singers. As soon as the name
“Krsna” is mentioned to you, your face
beams like the morning sun. O Srila
Prabhupida, when will we deserve to be
your disciples? When will we give up
our petty little worlds? When shall we
be allowed entry into the world of the
paramaharisas (perfected human beings)
with Your Divine Grace? Even after

hearing so much from you, still we do
not understand the value of the soul, es-
pecially the soul who has surrendered to
Krsna. Nor have we any appreciation of
our Godbrothers.

But you have started this movement
from zero. Long before starting
ISKCON, you struggled unsuccessfully
for many years to find just one person
who could learn pure Krsna conscious-
ness from you. Even though you now
have thousands of disciples, you never
lose sight of the value of each and every
one of them. Each of them receives
boundless mercy from you. You do not
look at anyone’s faults. Someone may be
ninety-nine percent in illusion and one
percent in Krsna consciousness, but you
just look at his one percent and im-
mediately devise a trick to increase his
Krsna consciousness and expand his
service.

My dear father, on this day of your
divine appearance we make a meager
offer of love at your lotus feet, and we
beg that you accept it. We pray for the
strength required to recognize our
Godbrothers and Godsisters as your lov-
ing children. We beg for the cooperative
spirit to push on this movement
throughout and even beyond this world.
We pray that Krsna may give us the in-
telligence to act for your pleasure.

This material existence is a
nightmare, Srila Prabhupida. We do not
want to come back here. You have
brought us this far; now please take us
further away from this hellish place,
back to where the supremely attractive
person is playing upon His flute, enjoy-
ing eternal sports with the gopis. Please
take us back to Krsna.

Sri-guru-karuha-sindhu
adhama jandra bandhu
lokanatha lokera jivana
ha ha prabhu kara daya
deha more pada-chaya

ebe yasa ghusuk tribhuvana

“Our spiritual master is an ocean of
mercy, the friend of the poor and the
lord and master of the devotees. O
master, be merciful unto me. Give me
the shade of your lotus feet. Your fame is

e,

spread all over the three worlds” &
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Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
the spiritual master of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida
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Sri Vyasa-puja

Adore adore ye all
The happy day,
Blessed than heaven,
Sweeter than May,
When He appeared at Puri,
The holy place,
My Lord and Master,
His Divine Grace.

Oh! my Master,
The evangelic angel,
Give us Thy light,
Light up Thy candle.
Struggle for existence
A human race,
The only hope
His Divine Grace.

Misled, we are

All going astray.
Save us, Lord,

Our fervent pray.
Wonder Thy ways

To turn our face,
Adore Thy feet,

Your Divine Grace.

Forty years ago, a disciple of Srila
Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati Thikura
composed a poem in honor of the
appearance of his spiritual master
Srila Bhaktisiddhinta greatly ap-
preciated this simple expression of
reverence and love. The disciple,
Abhay Charan Das, was to become
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhakti-
vedanta Swami Prabhupida,
founder-acarya of the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness.

Forgotten Krsna,
We fallen souls
Pay most heavy
The illusion’s toll.
Darkness around
All untrace,
The only hope,
His Divine Grace.

Message of service
Thou hast brought,
A healthful life

As Caitanya wrought.

Unknown to all,

It’s full of brace.
That’s your gift,

Your Divine Grace.

Offering

Absolute is sentient
Thou hast proved,
Impersonal calamity
Thou hast removed.
This gives us a life
Anew and fresh.
Worship thy feet,
Your Divine Grace.

Had you not come,
Who had told
The message of Krsna,
Forceful and bold?
That’s your right,
You have the mace.
Save me, a fallen,
Your Divine Grace.

The line of service
As drawn by you
Is pleasing and healthy,
Like morning dew.
The oldest of all,
But in new dress
Miracle done,
Your Divine Grace.
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THE UNIVERSAL

The following speech was given by Abhay Charan Das
(His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada)
before the members of the Sri Gaudiya Math in Bombay in February, 1936,
on the occasion of the birthday anniversary of
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thikura.
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TEACHER

saksdd-dharitvena samasta-Sastrair
uktas tathd bhavyata eva sadbhih

kintu prabhor yah priya eva tasya
vande guroh Sri-carandravindam

“In the revealed scriptures it is declared
that the spiritual master should be
worshiped like the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, and this injunction is
obeyed by pure devotees of the Lord.
The spiritual master is the most confi-
dential servant of the Lord. Thus let us
offer our respectful obeisances unto the
lotus feet of our spiritual master.”

Gentlemen, on behalf of the members
of the Bombay branch of the Gaudiya
Math, let me welcome you all because
you have so kindly joined us tonight in
our congregational offerings of homage
to the lotus feet of the world teacher,
Aciryadeva, who is the founder of this
Gaudiya Mission and is the President-
Acirya of Sri Sri Visva-vaisnava Rija-
sabhi—I mean my eternal divine
master, Paramaharsa Parivrijakicirya
Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati
Gosvami Maharija.

Sixty-two years ago, on this auspicious
day, the Aciryadeva made his ap-
pearance by the call of Thikura
Bhaktivinoda at Sri Ksetra Jagannitha-
dhima at Puri.

Gentlemen the offering of such an
homage as has been arranged this even-

’ His Divine Grace
Srila Bhaktisiddhanta

Sarasvati Thakura

ing to the Aciryadeva is not a sectarian
concern, for when we speak of the fun-
damental principle of gurudeva or
dcaryadeva, we speak of something that is
of universal application. There does not
arise any question of discriminating my
guru from yours or anyone else’s. There
is only one guru, who appears in an in-
finity of forms to teach you, me and all
others.

The guru or &cﬁryddeva, as we learn
from the bona fide scriptures, delivers
the message of the absolute world, the
transcendental abode of the Absolute
Personality, where everything non-
differentially serves the Absolute Truth.
We have heard so many times:mahajano
yena gatah sa pantha (“traverse the trail
which your previous acdrya has passed”),
but we have hardly tried to understand
the real purport of this sloka If we
scrutinizingly study this proposition, we
understand that the mahdjana is one, and
the royal road to the transcendental

world is also one. In the Mundaka
Upanisad(1.2.12) it is said:

tad vijiiandrthati sa gurum evabhigacchet
samit-panih Srotriyati brahma-nistham

“In order to learn the transcendental
science, one must approach the bona fide
spiritual master in disciplic succession,
who is fixed in the Absolute Truth.”
Thus it has been enjoined herewith
that in order to receive that transcen-
dental knowledge, one must approach
the guru. Therefore, if the Absolute
Truth is one, about which we think
there is no difference of opinion, the
guru also cannot be two. The Aciryadeva
to whom we have assembled tonight to
offer our humble homage is not the guru
of a sectarian institution or one out of
many differing exponents of the truth.
On the contrary, he is the Jagad-guru or
the guru of all of us; the only difference
is that some obey him wholeheartedly,
while others do not obey him directly.
In the Bhagavatam(11.17.27) it is said:

dcdryarin mari vijaniydn
navamanyeta karhicit

na martya-buddhydsiiyeta
sarva-deva-mayo guruh
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“One should understand the spiritual
master to be as good as I am,” said the
Blessed Lord. ‘‘Nobody should be
jealous of the spiritual master or think of
him as an ordinary man, because the
spiritual master is the sum total of all
demigods.” That is, the dcirya has been
identified with God Himself. He has
nothing to do with the affairs of this
mundane world. He does not descend
here to meddle with the affairs of tem-
porary necessities, but to deliver the
fallen, conditioned souls—the souls or
entities who have come here to the ma-
terial world with a motive of enjoyment
by the mind and the five organs of sense
perception. He appears before us to
reveal the light of the Vedas and to
bestow upon us the blessings of full-
fledged freedom, after which we should
hanker at every step of our life’s journey.

The transcendental knowledge of the
Vedas was first uttered by God to
Brahma, the creator of this particular
universe. From Brahmai the knowledge
descended to Nirada, from Nirada to
Vyisadeva, from Vyisadeva to Madhva,
and in this process of disciplic succession
the transcendental knowledge was
transmitted by one disciple to another
till it reached Lord Gauranga, Sri Krsna
Caitanya, who posed as the disciple and
successor of Sri Isvara Puri. The present
Acaryadeva is the tenth disciplic repre-
sentative from Sri Rapa Gosvimi, the
original representative of Lord Caitanya
who preached this transcendental tradi-
tion in its fullness. The knowledge that
we receive from our Gurudeva is not dif-
ferent from that imparted by God Him-
self and the succession of the acdryas in
the preceptorial line of Brahmi. We
adore this auspicious day as Sri Vyisa-
piiji-tithi because the Acirya is the liv-
ing representative of Vyisadeva, the
divine compiler of the Vedas, the Puranas,
Bhagavad-giti, Mahdbharata and Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

One who interprets the divine sound
or $abda-brahma by his imperfect sense
perception cannot be a real spiritual
gury, because, in the absence of proper
disciplinary training under the bona fide
dcarya, the interpreter is sure to differ
from Vyisadeva (as the Mayivadis do).
Srila Vyasadeva is the prime authority of
Vedic revelation, and therefore such an
irrelevant interpreter cannot be accepted
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as the guru or acarya, howsoever equipped
he may be with all the acquirements of
material knowledge. As it is said in the
Padma Purana:

sampradaya-vihing ye
mantrds te nisphald matah

“Unless you are initiated by a bona fide
spiritual master in the disciplic succes-
sion, the mantra that you might have
received is without any effect.”

On the other hand, one who has
received the transcendental knowledge
by aural reception from the bona fide
preceptor in the disciplic chain, and
who has sincere regard for the real
dcarya, must needs be enlightened with
the revealed knowledge of the Vedas. But
this knowledge is permanently sealed to
the cognitive approach of the em-
piricists. As it is said in Svetdsvatara

Upanisad(6.23):

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha deve tathd gurau

tasyaite kathitd hy arthih
prakasante mahdtmanah

“Only unto those great souls who
simultaneously have implicit faith in
both the Lord and the spiritual master
are all the imports of Vedic knowledge
automatically revealed.”

Gentlemen, our knowledge is so poor,
our senses are so imperfect and our
sources are so limited, that it is not pos-
sible for us to have even the slighest
knowledge of the absolute region with-
out: surrendering ourselves at the lotus
feet of Sri Vyasadeva or his bona fide
representative. Every moment we are
being deceived by the knowledge of our
direct perception. It is all the creation or
concoction of the mind, which is always
deceiving, changing and flickering. We
cannot know anything of the transcen-
dental region by our limited, perverted
method of observation and experiment.
But all of us can lend our eager ears for
the aural reception of the transcendental
sound transmitted from that region to
this through the unadulterated medium
of Sri Gurudeva or Sri Vyisadeva.
Therefore, gentlemen, we should sur-
render ourselves today at the feet of the
representative of Sri Vyisadeva for the
elimination of all our differences bred

by our unsubmissive attitude. It is accor-

dingly said in Sri Gits, (4.34):

tad viddhi pranipatena
pariprasnena sevaya

upadeksyanti te jfianarit
jfianinas tattva-dariinah

“Just approach the wise and bona fide
spiritual master. Surrender unto him
first and try to understand him by in-
quiries and service. Such a wise spiritual
master will enlighten you with transcen-
dental knowledge, for he has already
known the Absolute Truth.”

To receive the transcendental
knowledge we must completely sur-
render ourselves to the real dcarya in a
spirit of ardent inquiry and service. Ac-
tual performance of service to the Ab-
solute under the guidance of the dcdrya is
the only vehicle by which we can
assimilate the transcendental knowl-
edge. Today’s meeting for offering our
humble services and homage to the feet
of the dcaryadeva will enable us to be
favored with the capacity of assimilating
the transcendental knowledge so kindly
transmitted by him to all persons with-
out distinction.

Gentlemen, we are all more or less
proud of our past Indian civilization, but
we actually do not know the real nature
of that civilization. We cannot be proud
of our past material civilization, which is
now a thousand times greater than in
days gone by. It is said that we are pass-
ing through the age of darkness, the
Kali-yuga. What is this darkness? The
darkness cannot be due to backwardness
in material knowledge, because we now
have more of it than formerly. If not we
ourselves, our neighbors at any rate have
plenty of it. Therefore, we must con-
clude that the darkness of the present age
is not due to a lack of material advance-
ment, but that we have lost the clue to
our spiritual advancement, which is the
prime necessity of human life and the
criterion of the highest type of human
civilization. Throwing of bombs from
airplanes is no advancement of civiliza-
tion from the primitive, uncivilized
practice of dropping big stones on the
heads of enemies from the tops of hills.
Improvement of the art of killing our
neighbors by means of machine guns
and poisonous gases is certainly no ad-



vancement from primitive barbarism,
which prided itself on its art of killing
by bows and arrows. Nor does the
development of a sense of pampered
selfishness prove anything more than in-
tellectual animalism. True human
civilization is very different from all
these states, and therefore in the Katha
Upanisad(1.3.14) there is the emphatic
call:

uttisthata jagrata
prapya varan nibodhata

ksurasya dhard nisitd duratyayd
durgarir pathas tat kavayo vadanti

“Please wake up and try to understand
the boon which you now have in this
human form of life. The path of spiritual
realization is very difficult; it is sharp
like a razor’s edge. That is the opinion of
learned transcendental scholars.”

Thus, while others were yet in the
womb of historical oblivion, the sages of
India had developed a different kind of
civilization, which enabled them to
know themselves. They had discovered
that we are not at all material entities,
but that we are all spiritual, permanent
and indestructible servants of the Ab-
solute. But because we have, against our
better judgement, chosen to completely
identify ourselves with this present ma-
terial existence, our sufferings have
multiplied according to the inexorable
law of birth and death, with its conse-
quent diseases and anxieties. These
sufferings cannot be really mitigated by
any provision of material happiness, be-
cause matter and spirit are completely
different elements. It is just as if you
took an aquatic animal out of water and
put it on the land, supplying all manner
of happiness possible on land. The
deadly sufferings of the animal are not
capable of being relieved at all until it is
taken out of its foreign environment.
Spirit and matter are completely con-
tradictory things. All of us are spiritual
entities. We cannot have perfect happi-
ness, which is our birthright, however
much we may meddle with the affairs of
the mundane things. Perfect happiness
can be ours only when we are restored to
our natural state of spiritual existence.
This is the distinctive message of our an-
cient Indian civilization, this is the
message of the Gitg, this is the message of
the Vedas and the Purdnas, and this is the

message of all the real dcaryas, including
our present Aciryadeva, in the line of
Lord Caitanya.

Gentlemen, although it is imperfectly
that we have been enabled by his grace
to understand the sublime messages of
our Aciryadeva, Om Visnupiada
Paramahamsa Parivrijakiciarya Sri
Srimad Bhaktisiddhinta Sarasvati
Gosvimi Mahirija, we must admit that
we have realized definitely that the
divine message from his holy lips is the
congenial thing for suffering humanity.
All of us should hear him patiently. If we
listen to the transcendental sound with-
out unnecessary opposition, he will
surely have mercy upon us. The Acirya’s
message is to take us back to our original
home, back to God. Let me repeat,
therefore, that we should hear him
patiently, follow him in the measure of
our conviction and bow down at his
lotus feet for releasing us from our pre-
sent causeless unwillingness for serving
the Absolute and all souls.

From the Gitd we learn that even after
the destruction of the body, the ama or
the soul is not destroyed; he is always
the same, always new and fresh. Fire
cannot burn him, water cannot dissolve
him, the air cannot dry him up, and the
sword cannot kill him. He is everlasting
and eternal, and this is also confirmed in
the Srfmad—Bhdgavatam (10.84.13):

yasydtma-buddhih kunape tri-dhatuke
sva-dhih kalatradisu bhauma-ijya-

dhih

yat-tirtha-buddhih salile na karhicij

Janesv abhijfiesu sa eva gokharah

“Anyone who accepts this bodily bag of
three elements (bile, mucus and air) as
his self, who has an affinity for an inti-
mate relationship with his wife and
children, who considers his land as
worshipable, who takes bath in the
waters of the holy places of pilgrimage
but never takes advantage of those per-
sons who are in actual knowledge—he is
no better than an ass or a cow.”
Unfortunately, in these days we have
all been turned foolish by neglecting our
real comfort and identifying the material
cage with ourselves. We have concentra-
ted all our energies for the meaningless
upkeep of the material cage for its own
sake, completely neglecting the captive
soul within. The cage is meant for undo-

ing the bird; the bird is not meant for
the welfare of the cage. Let us, therefore,
deeply ponder this. All our activities are
now turned towards the upkeep of the
cage, and the most we do is try to give
some food to the mind by art and
literature. But we do not know that this
mind is also material in a more subtle
form. This is stated in the Gita(7.4):

bhimir dpo ‘nalo vayuh
khatir mano buddhir eva ca
aharikdra itiyatir me
bhinna prakrtir astadha
“Earth, fire, water, air, sky, intelligence,
mind and ego are all My separated ener-
gies.”

We have scarcely tried to give any
food to the soul, which is distinct from
the body and mind; therefore we are all
committing suicide in the proper sense
of the term. The message of the Acarya-
deva is to give us a warning to halt such
wrong activities. Let us therefore bow
down at his lotus feet for the unalloyed
mercy and kindness he has bestowed
upon us.

Gentlemen, do not for a moment
think that my Gurudeva wants to put a
complete brake on the modern civiliza-
tion, an impossible feat. But let us learn
from him the art of making the best use
of a bad bargain, and let us understand
the importance of this human life,
which is fit for the highest development
of true consciousness. The best use of
this rare human life should not be
neglected. As it is said in Srimad-
Bhagavatam(11.9.29):

labdhva sudurlabham idam
bahu-sambhavante
manusyam arthadam anityam
apiha dhirah
tirnari yateta na pated anumrtu ydvan
nihsreyasdya visayah khalu sarvatah syat

“This human form of life is obtained
after many, many births, and although it
is not permanent, it can offer the highest
benefits. Therefore a sober and intelli-
gent man should immediately try to
fulfill his mission and attain the highest
profit in life before another death occurs.
He should avoid sense gratification,
which is available in all circumstances.”

Let us not misuse it in the vain pursuit
of material enjoyment, or, in other
words, for the sake of only eating, sleep-
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ing, fearing and sensuous activities. The
Aciryadeva’s message is conveyed by the
words of Sri Riapa Gosvami.
(Bh.R.S.1.2.255,256):

andsaktasya visayan
yatharham upayufijatah
nirbandhah krsna-sambandhe
yuktatir vairagyam ucyate/
prépaficikatayd buddhya
hari-sambandhi-vastunah
mumuksubhih paritydgo
vairdgyar phalgu kathyate

“One is said to be situated in the fully
renounced order of life if he lives in ac-
cordance with Krsna consciousness. He
should be without attachment for sense
gratification and should accept only
what is necessary for the upkeep of the
body. On the other hand, one who
renounces things which could be used in
the service of Krsna, under the pretext
that such things are material, does not
practice complete renunciation.

The purport of the §lokas can only be
realized by fully developing the rational
portion of our life, not the animal por-
tion. Sitting at the feet of the
Aciryadeva, let us try to understand
from this transcendental source of
knowledge what we are, what is this
universe, what is God, and what is our
relationship with Him. The message of
Lord Caitanya is the message for the liv-
ing entities and the message of the living
world. Lord Caitanya did not bother
Himself for the upliftment of this dead
world, which is suitably named Mar-
tyaloka, the world where everything is
destined to die. He appeared before us
450 years ago to tell us something of the
transcendental universe, where every-
thing is permanent and everything is for
the service of the Absolute. But recently
Lord Caitanya has been misrepresented
by some unscrupulous persons, and the
highest philosophy of the Lord has been
misinterpreted to be the cult of the
lowest type of society. We are glad to an-
nounce tonight that our Aciryadeva,
with his usual kindness, saved us from
this horrible type of degradation, and
therefore, we bow down at his lotus feet
with all humility.

Gentlemen, it has been a mania of the
cultured (or uncultured) society of the
present day to accredit the Personality of
Godhead with merely impersonal
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features and to stultify Him by claiming
that He has no sense, no form, no ac-
tivity, no head, no legs and no enjoy-
ment. This has also been the pleasure of
the modern scholars due to their sheer
lack of proper guidance and true in-
trospection in the spiritual realm. All
these empiricists think alike: all the en-
joyable things should be monopolized by
the human society, or by a particular
class only, and the impersonal God
should be a mere order supplier for their
whimsical feats. We are happy that we
have been relieved of this horrible type
of malady by the mercy of His Divine
Grace Paramaharsa Parivrijakicirya
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvimi
Mahirija. He is our eye opener, our eter-
nal father, our eternal preceptor and our
eternal guide. Let us therefore bow
down at his lotus feet on this auspicious
day.

Gentlemen, although we are like ig-
norant children in the knowledge of the
transcendence, still His Divine Grace,
my Gurudeva, has kindled a small fire
within us to dissipate the invincible
darkness of empirical knowledge. We
are now so much on the safe side, that no
amount of philosophical argument by
the empiric schools of thought can devi-
ate us an inch from the position of our
eternal dependence on the lotus feet of
His Divine Grace. Furthermore, we are
prepared to challenge the most erudite
scholars of the Maiyivada school and
prove that the Personality of Godhead
and His transcendental sports in Goloka
alone constitute the sublime information
of the Vedas. There are explicit indica-
tions of this in the Chandogya
Upanisad(8.13.1):

Syamic chavalarir prapadye
Savalac chyamarir prapadye

“For receiving the mercy of Krsna, I sur-
render unto His energy (Ridhi), and for
receiving the mercy of His energy, I sur-
render unto Krsna”® Also in the Rg Veda
(1.2.22.20):

tad visnoh paramarh padarh
sadd pasyanti sirayah
diviva caksur atatar
visnor yat paramari padam

“The lotus feet of Lord Visnu are the
supreme objective of all the demigods.
These lotus feet of the Lord are en-

lightening as the sun in the sky.”

The plain truth so vividly explained
in the Gitd, which is the central lesson of
the Vedas, is not understood or even
suspected by the most powerful scholars
of the empiric schools. Herein lies the
secret of Sri Vyisa-pija. When we medi-
tate on the transcendental pastimes of
the Absolute Godhead, we are proud to
feel that we are His eternal servitors, and
we become jubilant and dance with joy.
All glory to my divine master, for it is he
who has out of His unceasing flow of
mercy stirred up within us such a move-
ment of eternal existence. Let us bow
down at his lotus feet.

Gentlemen, had he not appeared
before us to deliver us from the thraldom
of this gross wordly delusion, surely we
should have remained for lives and ages
in the darkness of helpless captivity. Had
he not appeared before us, we would not
have been able to understand the eternal
truth of the sublime teaching of Lord
Caitanya. Had he not appeared before
us, we could not have been able to know
the significance of the first sloka of
Brahma-sarhita:

isvaah paramah krsnah
sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah

anddir adir govindah
sarva-kdrana-karanam

“Krsna, who is known as Govinda, is the
Supreme Godhead. He has an eternal,
blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin
of all, he has no other origin, and He is
the prime cause of all causes.”

Personally, I have no hope for any
direct service for the coming crores of
births of the sojourn of my life, but I am
confident that some day or other I shall
be delivered from this mire of delusion
in which I am at present so deeply sunk.
Therefore let me with all my earnestness
pray at the lotus feet of my divine master
to allow me to suffer the lot for which I
am destined due to my past misdoings,
but to let me have this power of recollec-
tion: that I am nothing but a tiny servant
of the Almighty Absolute Godhead,
realized through the unflinching mercy
of my divine master. Let me therefore
bow down at his lotus feet with all the
humility at my command.

ABHAY CHARAN DAS
For Members, Sri Gaudiya Math,
Bombay.



Five thousand years ago on an ancient battlefield
in India, Lord Krsna spoke the words of Bhagavad-
gita to His friend and disciple Arjuna. That holy
discourse, spoken in a mere thirty minutes, can
awaken and refine our eternal consciousness.

“This knowledge is the king of education, the most secret of all secrets. It is the purest knowledge, and
because it gives direct perception of the self by realization, it is the perfection of religion. It is everlasting,
and it is joyfully performed.”’ —Bhagavad-gita, 9.2

His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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realization or spiritual fulfillment, Bhagavad-gita As It
Is presents and explains the Gita’s verses without
changing their timeless meaning. This complete edi-
tion includes the original Sanskrit verses, easily pro-
nounceable Roman transliterations, word-for-word
synonyms, translations and elaborate purports.
Pure knowledge, purely transmitted. Forty-four
full-color pictures, painted especially for this
book. 1,000 pages. Hardcover, $11.95;
paperback, $7.95. Available from The
Bhaktivedanta Book Trust. 3764 Watseka

Ave., Los Angeles California 90034
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