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By His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

-
THE NECTAR OF DEVOTION

This book is especially intended for those who are engaged in
the Krsna consciousness movement. The text is flooded with
nectarean stories, philosophy and poetic verses about Krsna and
His pure devotees—all taken directly from the Vedic literatures.
It is a summary study of Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu by Srila Riipa
Gosvami, and it teaches us how to stimulate our original love
for Krsna so that we can enjoy our blissful life.

KRSNA, The Supreme Personality of Godhead

The most comprehensive and authorita-
tive Vedic seriptural literature is the
Srimad-Bhagavatam (**The Beautiful Story
of the Personality of Godhead”), the
mature contribution of Srila Vyisadeva,
the compiler of the Vedas. Of the twelve
cantos of Sri'mr;d-ﬂh&gavutnm, the Tenth
Canto is considered the most confidential,
since it describes all the transcendental
pastimes of Sr1 Krsna, the Supreme Per-
sonality: of Godhead, Krspa is a summary
study of the Tenth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam.

The activities of Krsna, which appear
to be like those of an ordinary human
being, can only be properly unl]crs!ood
with the help of a bona fide spiritual
master fully realized in the knowledge of
their transcendental nature. His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pida is such a spiritual master.

ol
SRIMAD—BHAGAVATAM

The Vedus are compared to a desire-tree because they contain
all things knowable by mankind about both mundane necessities
and spiritual realization. Srimad-Bhagavatam is the mature
ripened fruit of this tree. It narrates the transcendental pastimes
of the transcendental Personality of Godhead, Lord Sr7 Krsna.

—3-
TEACHINGS OF LORD CAITANYA

Lord Caitanya, the most munificent incarnation of Godhead,
appeared 500 years ago to demonstrate by example how to live
the teachings of Bhagavad-gild in the present age. Teachings of
Lord Caitanya recounts the words and deeds of this great saint.
Lord Caitanya was famous as a scholar and spoke authoritatively
on the highest aspects of the science of love of Godhead. He is
the divine origin of the Hare Krspa movemnet and distributed
love of God simply by singing the holy names.

—4—
SRI ISOPANISAD

From the most authoritative sources, the famed 108 Upanisads
of India, $r7 Isopanisad supplies revealed evidence that the
Personality of Godhead is the creator, maintainer and destroyer
of everything that exists. The author’s transparent commentaries
reveal that the Supreme Lord is “unembodied” and “formless,”
since His form is not a material form which is subject to birth,
disease, old age and death.
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THE BHAGAVAD—GITA ASIT IS

Now, for the first time, this renowned scripture is being
brought to the West as it is—as taught by Krsna Himself and
understood by His disciple Arjuna—in a unique translation and
commentary. Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
the supreme authority on the Gitd, and He initially delivered the
Gita so that all persons could reach the perfection of life and be
liberated from all suffering. His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupida is passing on Krspa’s mercy in its full
potency, as it is, so that everyone can attain to his rightful
position, full of bliss and knowledge.

From the Introduction: “The perplexities of life appear like
a forest fire which takes place without being set by anvone. The
man in material perplexities is he who does not understand the
problems of life. Out of many many human beings, the Bhagavad-
gitd is directed to the one who seeks to understand his position.”

g
EASY JOURNEY TO OTHER PLANETS

This book is an authentic discussion on the techniques and
practice of the yoga system by which one can leave this body
for travel to anti-material planets where life is blissful, eternal
and full of knowledge.

-

KRSNA CONSCIOUSNESS: THE TOPMOST YOGA SYSTEM

This book presents the most authorized process of yoga
practice in God realization, without any deviation from the
original Vedic scriptural literature. In this present volume, the
author forcefully exposes the speculative systems which depart
from love of God as the ultimate goal of yoga.

_8—
THE FIRST STEP IN GOD REALIZATION

This book marks the continuation of His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada’s mighty task of translating
all twelve cantos of Srimad-Bhagavatam. The First Step in God
Realization comprises the First Chapter of the Second Canto,
in which the sage Sukadeva advises his disciple Mahardja Pariksit
to meditate on the universal form of God, in which the entire
physical universes are seen as parts of the gigantic body of the
Supreme Lord.

—9_
THE LORD IN THE HEART
The continuation of Sukadeva’s teachings: He advises his
disciple to go beyond meditation on the universal form, to
meditation on the transcendental form of Paramatma, the local-
ized representation of the Lord who resides in the hearts of all
living entities.

—10—
BACK TO GODHEAD
The Magazine of the Hare Krsna Movement

BACK TO GODHEAD is the only magazine in the Western
world to present the authorized, transcendental science of God
realization known only to the saints of India’s unbroken dis-
ciplic succession.

Each month BACK TO GODHEAD brings you the Hare
Krsna saiikirtana movement as it spreads throughout the towns
and cities of the world, fulfilling the prediction of Lord
Caitanya Mahaprabhu 500 years ago in India.

11—
RECORDS

Govinda Album (33-1/3 rpm)—These sound vibrations praise
Lord Sri Krsna, the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. They were first uttered millions of years ago b\
Lord Brahma, the creator of this universe. Now they are sung by
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, accom-
panied by sarod and tamboura, in a rare and unique recording.
stereo $5.00

—12—

Hare Krsna Album (33 173 rpm)—His Divine Grace plays the

holy mrdanga drum with the Los Angeles Suitkirtana Pacty. Also.
ande Ilam and Sri Krspa Caitanya. stereo $4.00 '
L

Hare Krsna Mantra (45 rpm)—Recorded by London’s Ridha-
Krsna Temple and produced by George Harrison on the Apple
label. stereo $1.00

—14—

Govinda (45 rpm)—Recorded by London’s Radha-Krsna
Temple on the Apple label. A beautiful arrangement of the
sucred hymn first sung by Lord Brahma. $1.25

Hare Krsna (45 rpm)—Recorded by the Los Angeles Saikirtana
Party in a new transcendental arrangement. stereo $1.00

16—

Incense—Finest quality incense, manufactured by devotees of
Krsna, large selection of fruit and flower flavors. Twenty sticks
in each package. Each stick burns for one hour.
$1.00 per package .
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WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
KRISHNA CONSCIOUSNESS?

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness was
formed in 1966 by His Diving Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupida, who came from India on the order of his spiritual
master to preach love of God to the people of the West. Srila
Prabhupada is in a line of disciplic succession going back directly
500 years to the time when Lord Caitanya appeared in India,
and from there back still further—35.000 years—to the time when
Lord Sri Krsna first spoke Bhagavad-gila.

Krsna consciousness is experienced as a process of self-
purification. Its means and end are an open secret, and there is
no financial charge for learning Krsna consciousness or receiving
initiation into the chanting of Hare Krsna. The gist of devotional
service to Krsna is that one takes whatever capacity or talent
he or she has and dovetails it with the interests of the supreme
enjoyer, the Lord, Sri Krsna. The writer writes articles for Krsna,
and we publish periodicals in this way. The businessman does
business in order to estabiish many lemples across the country.
The householders raise children in the science of God, and hus-
band and wife live in mutual cooperation for spiritual progress.
These activities are done under the sanction of the expert
spiritual master and in line with the scriptures. Devotional
service in Krsna consciousness means regular chanting in the
temple. hearing talks aboul the pastimes of Krsna from Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and taking foodstuffs prepared for and offered to
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

By books, literature and records, the Society 'is dedicated to
awakening the worldwide public to the normal, ecstatic state of
Krsna consciousness, so that ali may regain their eternal position
of favorably serving the will of Krsna. Saikirtana—congrega-
tional chanting—is carried to the people in public parks, schools,
on Lv.. in the theater, and on the streets. Krsna consciousness is
not an idler’s philosophy. Rather, by chanting and by engage-
ment in the service of Krsna, anyone who takes part will
experience the state of “samddhi,” ecstatic absorption in God
consciousness, lwenty-four hours a day!

Since the philosophy ol Krsna consciousness is nonsectarian,
any man, Hindu or Christian, will become better in his faith by
chanting the holy name of God and by hearing the Bhagavad-
gita. Without knowledge and realization and loving service to
the one Supreme God. there can be no religion. Let everyone
rejoice in the sankirtana movement, and we may see the
fulfillment of the prediction made by Lord Caitanya 500 years
ago that the chanting of the holy names of God, Hare Krsna,
would be carried to every lown and village of the world. Gnly in
this way can real peace prevail. It is sublime and easy.

HARE KRSNA. HARE KRSNA
KRSNA KRSNA. HARE HARE
HARE RAMA, HARE RAMA
RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF
ISKCON. WRITE ISKCON--NEW YORK FOR FURTHER
DETAILS.

Amateyr and professional photographers who would like to offer photo-
graphs of Krgna conscious activities for inclusion in Back to Godhead are
invited to send them to ISKCON Press, 38 N. Beacon St., Boston, Mass.
02134. Hare Krgna.
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Lord $ri Krsna is the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. As confirmed by all the Vedic
scriptures and by the great sages in the disciplic succession, He has a body made of eternity, bliss and all
knowledge. God has infinite forms and expansions; He expands Himself through His impersonal bodily
effulgence, which is called the brahmajyoti, and through His multifarious energies, and He also expands into
all the material universes. But of all His forms, His original transcendental form is as a cowherd boy in
Vrndavana, Gopala-Krsna, a form which He reveals only to His most confidential devotees.
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His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupﬁda

Founder-Acirya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

samsara-davanala-lidha-loka
tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvam
praptasya kalyana-gunarnavasya
vande guroh Sri-caranaravindam

(The spiritual master is receiving benediction from the ocean of mercy. Just as a
cloud pours water on a forest fire to extinguish it, so the spiritual master extin-
guishes the blazing fire of material existence. I offer my respectful obeisances unto
the lotus feet of such a spiritual master.)

—from Sri Gurvdstakam by Viévanatha Cakravarti Thakur



LORD CAITANYA: THE GOLDEN AVATARA

His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu, the golden
avatara, appeared in India nearly 500
years ago. It is the custom in India that
when a child is born, an astrologer is called
for. When Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, appeared 5,000
years ago, Gargamuni was called by His
father, and he said, “This child formerly
incarnated in five complexions, such as red
and golden, and now He has appeared in
blackish color.” Krsna’s color is described
in the scriptures as blackish, just like a
cloud. Lord Caitanya is understood to be
Krsna appearing in golden complexion.

There are many evidences in Vedic
literature that Caitanya Mahdprabhu is an
incarnation of Krsna, and this is confirmed
by scholars and devotees. In the Srimad-
Bhagavatam it is confirmed that the incar-
nation of Krsna or God in this present age,

Kali-yuga, will always engage in describing
Krsna. He is Krsna, but as a devotee of
Krsna He describes Himself. And in this
age His bodily complexion will not be
blackish. This means that it may be white,
it may be red, or it may be yellow because
these four colors—white, red, yellow and
black—are the colors assumed by the
incarnations for the different ages. There-
fore, since the red, white and blackish
colors were already taken by former incar-
nations, the remaining color, golden, is
assumed by Caitanya Mahaprabhu. His
complexion is not blackish, but He is
Krsna.

Another feature of this avatdra is that
He is always accompanied by His associ-
ates. In the picture of Caitanya Maha-
prabhu one will find that He is always
followed by many devotees chanting.

Whenever God

incarnates He has two
missions, as stated in Bhagavad-gita. There
Krsna says, ““Whenever 1 appear, My mis-
sion is to deliver the pious devotees and to
annihilate the demons.” When Krsna
appeared, He had to kill many demons.
If we see a picture of Visnu we will notice
that He has a conchshell, lotus flower,
club and disc. These last two items are
meant for Kkilling demons. Within this
world there are two classes of men—the
demons and the devotees. The devotees
are called demigods; they are almost like
God because they have godly qualities.
Those who are devotees are called godly
persons, and those who are nondevotees,
atheists, are called demons. So Krsna, or
God, comes with two missions: to give
protection to the devotees and to destroy
the demons. In this age Caitanya Maha-
prabhu’s mission is also like that: to
deliver the devotees and to annihilate the
nondevotees, the demons. But in this age
He has a different weapon. That weapon is
not a club or disc or lethal weapon—His
weapon is the sankirtana movement. He

Back to Godhead 5



killed the demonic mentality of the people
by introducing the sarnkirtana movement.
That is the specific significance of Lord
Caitanya. In this age people are already

killing themselves. They have discovered
atomic weapons with which to kill them-
selves, so there is no need for God to kill
them. But He appeared to kill their demon-
ic mentality. That is possible by this Krsna

6 Back to Godhead

consciousness movement.

Therefore, in Srimad-Bhagavatam it is
said that this is the incarnation of God in
this age. And who worships Him? The
process is very simple. Just keep a picture
of Lord Caitanya with His associates. [See
picture on this page.| Lord Caitanyaisin
the middle, accompanied by His principal
associates—Nityananda, Advaita, Gada-

dhara and Srivisa. One simply has to keep
this picture. One can keep it anywhere. It
is not that one has to come to us to see
this picture. Anyone can have this picture
in his home, chant this Hare Krsna mantra,
and thus worship Lord Caitanya. That is
the simple method. But who will capture
this simple method? Those who have good
brains. Without much bother, if one simply
keeps a picture of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
al home and chants Hare Krsna, then one
will realize God. Anyone can adopt this
simple method. There is no expenditure,
there is no tax, nor is there any need to
build a very big church or temple. Anyone,
anywhere, can sit down on the road or
beneath a tree and chant the Hare Kpspa
mantra and worship God. Therefore itisa
greal opportunity. For example, in busi-
ness or political life one sometimes finds a
greal opportunity. Those who are intelli-
genl politicians take a good opportunity
and make a success of it the first time it
comes. Similarly, in this age, those
have sufficient intelligence take to this
safikirtana movement, and they advance
very quickly.

who

KRSNA AS HE IS

Lord Caitanya is called the golden
avalara. Avalara means descending, coming
down. Jusl as one may come down from
the fifth story or the one hundredth story
of a l;ulldmg, similarly, an avatdra comes
down from the spiritual planets in the
spiritual sky. The sky we see with our
naked eyes or with a telescope is only the
malerial sky. But beyond this there is
another sky, which is not possible to see
with our eyes or instruments. That infor-
mation is in Bhagaved-gita; it is nol
imagination. Krspa says that beyond this
malterial sky there is another sky, the
spiritual sky.

We have to take Krspa’s word as it is.
For example, we teach small children that
beyond England there are other places
called (mrm.m\ and India, and the child
has to learn about these places from the
version of the teacher because they are
beyond his sphere. Similarly, beyond this
material sky there is another sky. One
cannol experiment to find it, any more
than a small child can experiment to find
England or India. That is not.possible. If
we want to gel knowledge, then we have to
accepl authority. Similarly, if we want to
know what is beyond the material world,



then we have to accept the Vedic authori-

ty, otherwise there is no possibility of

knowing. It is beyond malerial knowledge.
One cannot go to the far planets in this
universe, and whalt to speak of going
beyond this universe? The estimation is

Lhal in order to go Lo the highesl planet of

this universe with modern machinery one
has to travel for 40,000 years. So we
cannot even travel within this material
sky. Our lifetime and means are so limited

that we cannot have proper knowledge of

even Lhis material world.

In Bhagavad-gitd, when Arjuna asked
Krsna, “Will you kindly explain the extent
to which Your energies are working?”
the Supreme Lord gave him so many
instances, and al the end He finally said,
“My dear Arjuna, what shall 1 explain
about My ecnergies? It is not actually
possible for you to understand. But yvou
can just imagine the expansion of My
energies: this material world, which con-
sists of millions of universes, is a display
of only one-fourth of My creation.” We
cannol eslimale the position of even one
universe, and there are millions of uni-
verses. Then beyond that there is the
spiritual sky, and there are millions of
spiritual planets. All this information is
available from the Vedic lilerature. If one
accepls Vedic literature, then he can get
this knowledge. If one doesn’t accepl it,
there is no other means. That is our choice.
Therefore, according to Vedic civilization,
whenever an @carya speaks he immediately
gives references from the Vedic literature.
Then others will accept it: “Yes, it is
correct.” In a law court the lawyer gives
references from past judgements of the
courl, and il his case is tight, the judge
accepts, Similarly, il one can give evi-
dence from the Vedas, then it is under-
stood that his position is factual.

THE AVATARA

The avatira for this age, Lord Caitanya,
is deseribed in Vedie literature. We cannot
accepl anyone as an avatdra unless he has
the symptoms described in the scriplures.
We do not whimsically accepl Lord
Caitanya as an avat@ra on lhe basis of
voles. Nowadays il has become a fashion
that any man can come and say thal he is
God or an incarnation of God, and some
fools and rascals will accept it: *Oh, he is
God.” We do not accepl an avaldra like
thal. We take evidence from the Vedas.

An avatara must conform to descriptions
in the Vedas. Then we accepl him, other-
wise no. For each avaidra there is a de-
scription in the Vedas: He will appear al
such and such a place, in such and such a
form, and He will act like this. That is the
nature of Vedic evidence.

In the S'rfmad—B.‘u?gavatam there is a
list of the evatdras, and there is mention
of Lord Buddha’s name. This Srimad-
Bhagavatam was written 5,000 years ago,
and it mentions different names for future
times. It says that in the future the Lord
will appear as Lord Buddha, his mother’s
name will be Afjana, and he will appear
in Gayid. So Buddha appeared 2,600 years
ago, and Srimad-Bhagavatam, which was
written 5,000 years ago, mentioned thal
in the future he would appear. Similarly,
there is mention of Lord Caitanya, and
similarly the last avatdra of this Kali-yuga
is also mentioned in the Bhagavatam. It
is mentioned that the last incarnation in
Kalki. He will appear as the
brahmana i
in a place called Sambhala.

this age is
son of a whose name s
Visnu-yasa
There is a place in India with thal name,
so perhaps it is there that the Lord will
appear.

So an avaldra
descriptions in the Upanisads, Srimad-
Bhagavatam, Mahabharata and other Vedic
literatures. And on the authority of Vedic
literature and the commentary of greal,
stalwart gosvamis like Jiva Gosvami, who
was the greatest scholar and philosopher
in the world, we can accept Lord Caitanya
as an incarnation of Krsna.

must conform to the

CAITANYA’S PURPOSE

Why did Lord Caitanya appear? In
Bhagavad-gita Lord Krsna says, “Give up
all other engagements and simply engage
in My service. I will give you proteclion
from all results of sinful actions.” In this
material world, in conditional life, we are
simply creating sinful reactions. That’s all.
And because of sinful reactions we have
received this body. If our sinful reactions
stopped we would not have lo take a
malerial body; we should get a spiritual
body.

What is a spiritual body? A spiritual
body is a body which is free from death,
birth, disease and old age. It is an eternal
body, full of knowledge and bliss. Different
bodies are created by different desires,
As long as we have desires for different

Kinds of enjoyment, we have to accept
different kinds of material bodies. Krsna,
God, is so kind that He awards whatever
we want. If we want a tiger's body with
tiger-like strength and teeth with which
to capture animals and suck fresh blood,
then Krsna will give us the opportunity.
And if we want the body of a saintly
person, a devotee engaged only in the
service of the Lord, then He will give us
that body. This is stated in Bhagavad-gita.

THERE IS NO LOSS

If a person engaged in yoga, the process
of self-realization. somehow or other fails
to complete the process, he is given another
chance: he is given birth in a family of a
pure brahmana or a rich man. If one is
fortunate enough to take birth in such
a family, he gets all facilities to under-
stand the importance of self-realization.
From the very L‘('.gimling of life our Krsna
children are getting the op-
portunity Lo learn how to chant and dance,
g0 when they are grown up they cannot
change that. They will not change, but
instead will automatically make progress.

conscious

They are very flortunate. Regardless of
whether he is born in America or Europe,
achild will advance if his father and mother
are devolees. He gets this opportunity. If
a child takes birth in a family of devolees,
this means that in his last life he had al-
ready laken to the yoga process, but some-
how or other he could not finish it. There-
fore the child is given another opportunity
to make progress under the care of a good
father and mother so that he will again
advance. In this way, as soon as one com-
pletes his development of God conscious-
ness, then he no longer has to take birth
in this material world, but returns to the
spiritual world.

Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita: My dear
Arjuna,if one understands My appearance,
disappearance and aclivilies, simply be-
cause of this understanding he is given the
opporlunity to take birth in the spiritual
world after giving up this body.” One has
to give up this body—today, lomorrow or
maybe the day after thal. One has to. Bul
a person who has understood Krsna will
nol have to take another material body. He
goes directly to the spiritual world and
takes birth in one of the spiritual planets,
So Krsna says that as soon as one gets this
body—it doesn’t matter if it is from India
or the moon or the sun or Brahmaloka or
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anywhere within this material world—one
should know that it is due to his sinful
activities. There are degrees of sinful activi-
ties, so according to the degree of sinful-
ness, one takes a material body. Therefore
our real problem is not how to eat, sleep,
mate and defend—our real problem is how
to get another body which is not material
but spiritual. That is the ultimate solution
to all problems. So Krsna guarantees that
if one surrenders unto Him, if one becomes
fully Krsna conscious, then He will give
him protection from all reactions to sinful
life.

THERE IS ONLY ONE TEACHING

This assurance was given by Krsna
in Bhagavad-gita, but there were many
fools who could not understand Krsna.
In Bhagavad-gita they are described as
miidhas. Midha means rascal, and Krsna
says in the Gita, “They do not know what
[ actually am.” So many people misunder-
stood Krsna. Although Krsna gave us this
message of Bhagavad-gita so that we could
understand Him, many people missed the
opportunity. Therefore Krsna, out of His
compassion, came again as a devotee and
showed us how to surrender unto Krsna.
Krsna Himself came to teach us how to
surrender. His last instruction in Bhagavad-
gita is surrender, but people—miidhas,
rascals—said, “Why should I surrender?”
Therefore, although Caitanya Mahaprabhu
is Krsna Himself, this time He teaches us
practically how to execute the mission of
Bhagavad-gita. That’s all. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu is teaching nothing extraordinary,
nothing beyond the process of surrendering
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead
which was already taught in Bhagavad-
gita. There is no other teaching, but the
same teaching is presented in different
ways so that different Kinds of people may
take it and take the opportunity to ap-
proach God.

CAITANYA IS KRSNA

Caitanya Mahaprabhu gives us the op-
portunity to reach God directly. When
Riipa Gosvami, the principal disciple of
Lord Caitanya, first saw Caitanya Maha-
prabhu, he was a minister in the govern-
ment of Bengal but wanted to join Caitanya
Mahiiprabhu’s movement. So he gave up
his position as a minister, and after joining,
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when he surrendered, he offered a nice
prayer to Lord Caitanya. This prayer
says, namo mahd-vadanyaya krsna-prema-
pradaya te/ krspaya krspa-caitanya-namne
gaura-tvise namah. “My dear Lord, You
are the most munificent of all the incar-
nations.” Why? Krsna-prema-pradaya te:
“You are directly giving love of God. You
have no other purpose. Your process is so
nice that one can immediately learn to
love God. Therefore You are the most
munificent of all incarnations. And it is
not possible for any personality other than
Krsna Himself to deliver this benediction;
therefore 1 say that You are Krspa.”
Krsnaya krspa-caitanya-namne: “You are
Krsna, but You have assumed the name
Krsna Caitanya. I surrender unto You.”

So this is the process. Caitanya Maha-
prabhu is Krsna Himself, and He is teach-
ing how to develop love of God by a very
simple method. He says simply to chant
Hare Krsna. Harer nama harer nama harer
namaiva kevalam/ kalaw ndsty eva nasty
eva ndsty eva gatir anyatha. In this age,
simply go on chanting the Hare Krsna
mantra. There is no other alternative.
People are embarrassed by so many meth-
ods of realization. They cannot take to the
actual ritualistic processes of meditation
or yoga; it is not possible. Therefore Lord
Caitanya says that if one takes up this
process of chanting, then immediately he
can reach the platform of realization.

The chanting process offered by Lord
Caitanya for achieving love of God is
called sankirtana. Sankirtana is a Sanskrit
word. Sam means samyak—complete. And
kirtana means glorifying or describing. So
complete description means complete
glorification of the Supreme, or the Su-
preme Complete Whole. It is not that one
can describe anything or glorify anything,
and that will be kirtana. From the gram-
matical point of view that may be kirtana,
but according to the Vedic system, kirtana
means describing the supreme authority,
the Absolute Truth, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. That is called kirtana.

HEARING, CHANTING

This devotional service begins with the
method of $ravapam. Sravapam means
hearing, and kirtana means describing. One
should describe, and another should hear.
Or the same man himself can both de-
scribe and hear. He does not need anyone
else’s help. Just as, when we chant Hare
Krsna, we chant and hear. This is complete.

This is a complete method. But what is
that chanting and hearing? One must chant
and hear about Visnu, Krsna. Not of any-
thing else. Sravapan kirtanari vispoh: One
can understand Visnu, the all-pervading
Absolute Truth, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, by the method of hearing.

We have to hear; if one simply hears,
that is the beginning. One does not need
any education or development of material
knowledge. Just like a child: as soon as he
hears, immediately he can respond and
dance. So by nature God has given us
these nice instruments—ears—so that we
can hear. But we must hear from the
right source. That is stated in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam. One must hear from those
who are devoted to the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead. They are called satam. If
one hears from the right source, from a
realized soul. then it will act. And these
words of God, or Krsna, are very relish-
able. If one is intelligent enough, he will
listen to what is spoken by the realized
soul. Then very soon he will be released
from material entanglements.

This human life is meant for advancing
on the path of liberation. That is called
apavarga, freedom from entanglement. We
are all entangled. Our acceptance of this
material body means that we are already
entangled. But we should not progress in
the process of entanglement. That process
is called karma. As long as the mind is
absorbed in karma, we will have to accepl
a material body. At the time of death, our
mind may be thinking, “Oh, I could not
complete this work. Oh, I am dying! I have
to do this. I have to do that.” That means
that Krspa will give us another chance to
do it, and so we will have to accept an-
other body. He will give us the chance:
“All right. You could not do it. Now do it.
Take this body.” Therefore Srimad-
Bhagavatam says, *‘These rascals have
become madly intoxicated: because of
intoxication they are doing something
which they should not have done.” What
are they doing? Mahardja Dhrtarastra is
a very good example. Maharaja Dhrtarastra
was cunningly planning to kill the Pandavas
in order to favor his own sons, so Krsna
sent His uncle, Akriira, to advise him
not to do that. Dhrtarastra understood
Akriira’s instructions, but he said, My
dear Akrira, what you are saying is quite
right, but it does not stand in my heart, so
I cannot change my policy. | have to
follow this policy and let whatever happens
take place.”



MADNESS

So when men want to satisfy their
senses, they become mad, and in this
madness they’ll do anything and every-
thing. For example, there have been many
instances in material life where someone
has become mad after something and has
committed a criminal action such as
murder. He could not check himself.
Similarly, we are accustomed to sense
gratification. We are mad, arnd therefore
our mind is fully absorbed in karma. This
is very unfortunate because our body,
although temporary, is the reservoir of all
misfortunes and miseries; it is always
giving us trouble. These matters are to be
studied. We should not be mad. Human life
is not meant for that. The defect of the
present civilization is that people are mad
after sense gratification. That is all. They
do not know the real value of life, and
therefore they are neglecting the most
valuable form of life, this human form.

When this body is finished there is no
guarantee what kind of body one will
take next. Suppose in my next life I by
chance get the life of a tree. For thousands
of years I will have to stand up. But people
are not very serious. They even say, “What
is that? Even if I have to stand up, I shall
forget.” The lower species of life are
situated in forgetfulness. If a tree were not
forgetful it would be impossible for it to
live. Suppose we were told, “You stand up
for three days here!” Because we are not
forgetful, we would become mad. So, by
nature’s law, all these lower species of life
are forgetful. Their consciousness is not
developed. A tree has life, but even if
someone cuts it, because its consciousness
is nol developed, it does not respond. So
we should be very careful to properly
utilize this human form of life. This Krsna
consciousness movement is meant for
achieving perfection in life. It is not a
bluff or exploitation, but unfortunately
people are accustomed to being bluffed.
There is a verse by an Indian poet: “If one
speaks nice things, people will quarrel with
him: ‘Oh, what nonsense you are speaking.’
But if he bluffs them and cheats them,
they will be very glad.” So if a bluffer
says, “Just do this, give me my fee, and
within six months you will become God,”
then they will agree: “Yes, take this fee,
and 1 shall become God within six
months.” No. These cheating processes
will not solve our problem. If one actually

wants to solve the problems of life in this
age, then he has to take to this process of
kirtana. That is the recommended process.
Harer ndama harer nama harer nimaiva
kevalam kalau nasty eva nasty eva nasty
eva gatir anyathd: In this age, Kali-yuga,
one cannot execute any process of self-
realization or perfection of life other than
kirtana. Kirtana is essential in this age.

In all Vedic literatures it is confirmed
that one must meditate on the Supreme
Absolute Truth, Vispu, not on anything
else. But there are different processes of
meditation recommended for different
ages. The process of mystic yogic medita-
tion was possible in Satya-yuga, when men
lived for many thousands of years, Now
people will not believe this, but in a
previous age there were people who lived
for 100,000 years. That age was called
Satya-yuga, and the meditation of mystic
yoga was possible at that time. In that age
the great yogi Valmiki Muni meditated for
60,000 years. So that is a long-term
process which is not possible to execute
in this age. If one wishes to conduct a
farce, that is another matter. But if one
actually wants to practice such meditation,
it takes an extremely long time to perfect.
In the next age, Treta-yuga, the process of
realization was to perform the various
ritualistic sacrifices recommended in the
Vedas. In the next age, Dvapara-yuga, the
process was temple worship. In this present
age the same result can be achieved by the
process of Hari-kirtana, glorification of
Hari, Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

No other kirtana is recommended. This
Hari-kirtana was started 500 years ago in
Bengal by Lord Caitanya. So in Bengal
there is competition between the Vaisnavas
and the Saktas. The Saktas introduced a
certain type of kirtana which is called
Kali-kirtana. But in the Vedic scriptures
there is no recommendation of Kali-
kirtana. Kirtana means Hari-kirtana. One
cannot say, “Oh, You are Vaispava. You
can perform Hari-kirtana. 1 shall perform
Siva-kirtana or Devi-kirtana, or Ganesa-
kirtana.” No. The Vedic scriptures do not
authorize any kirtana other than Hari-
kirtana. Kirtana means Hari-kirtana, the
glorification of Krsna.

So this process of Hari-kirtana is very
simple: Hare Krspa, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama,
Rama, Rama, Hare Hare. Actually there
are only three words: Hare, Krsna and
Rama. But they are very nicely arranged

for chanting so that everyone can take it
and chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna
Krsna, Hare Hare. Since we have started
this movement in the Western countries,
Europeans, Americans, Africans, Egyptians
and Japanese are all chanting. There is no
difficulty. They are chanting very gladly,
and they are getting the results. What is the
difficulty? We are distributing this chant-
ing free of charge, and it is very simple.
Simply by chanting, one can have self-
realization, God realization, and when
there is God realization, then nature reali-
zation is included also. For example if one
learns one, two, three, four, five, six,
seven, eight, nine and zero, then he has
studied the entirety of mathematics
because mathematics means simply chang-
ing the places of these ten figures. That’s
all. Similarly, if one simply studies Krsna,
then all his knowledge is perfect. And
Krsna is easily understood simply by
chanting this mantra, Hare Krsna. So why
not take this opportunity?

Take this opportunity that is being
offered to human society. It is very ancient
and scientific. It is not that it is a concoc-
tion that will last for only three or four
years. No. In Bhagavad-gita Krsna Him-
self says, “This philosophy is inexhausti-
ble and indestructible. It is never lost or
destroyed.” It may be covered for the
time being, but it is never destroyed.
Therefore it is called avyayam. Vyaya
means exhaustion. For example one may
have a hundred dollars, and if they are
spent one after another, the next day it
will come to zero. That is vyaya, exhausti-
ble. But Krsna consciousness is not like
that. If you cultivate this knowledge of
Krsna consciousness, then it will increase.
That is certified by Lord Caitanya Maha-
prabhu. Anandambudhi-vardhanam. Anan-
da means pleasure, transcendental bliss,
and ambudhi means ocean. In the material

world we see that the ocean does not
increase. But if one cultivates Krsna con-

sciousness, then his transcendental bliss
will  simply increase. Anandambudi-
vardanam. And 1 shall always remind
everyone that the process is very simple.
Anyone can chant, anywhere, without
taxation or loss, but the gain is very great.

SiT Caitanya Mahaprabhu has explained
this kirtana movement in His Siksdstakam.
Siksi means instruction, and agtaka means
eight. He has given us eight verses to help
us understand this Krspa consciousness
movement, and I shall explain the first of
these instructions. The Lord says, ceto-
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darpana-marjanam. 1 have explained this
several times, but it does not become
monotonous. It is just like the chanting of
Hare Krsna; it does not become tiresome.
Our students can chant the Hare Krsna
mantra twenty-four hours a day, and they
will never get tired. They will continue to
dance and chant. And anyone can try il;
because it is nol material, one will never
get tired of chanting Hare Krsna. In the
material world, if one chants anything,
any favorite name, for three, four, or ten
times, he will get tired of it. That is a fact.
But because Hare Krsna is not material, if
one chants this mantra, he will never get
tired. The more one chants, the more his
heart will be cleansed of material dirt and
the more the problems of his life within
this material world will be solved.

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

What is the problem of our lives? That
we do not know. Modern education never
gives enlightenment about the real problem
of life. That is indicated in Bhagavad-gita.
Those who are educated and are advancing
in knowledge should know what is the
problem of life. This problem is stated in
Bhagavad-gita: One should always see the
inconveniences of birth, death, old age
and disease. Unfortunately no one pays
attention to these problems. When a man
is diseased he thinks, *“All right. Let me go
to the doctor. He will give me some medi-
cine, and I will be cured.” But he does not
consider the problem very seriously. “I
did not want this disease. Why is there
disease? Is it not possible to become free
from disease?” He never thinks that way.
This is because his intelligence is very low
grade, just like that of an animal. An
animal suffers, but it has no sense. If an
animal is brought to a slaughterhouse and
sees that the animal before him is being
slaughtered, he will still stand there con-
tentedly eating the grass. This is animal
life. He does not know that next time it
will be his turn and he will be slaughtered.
I have seen it. In a Kali temple I have seen
that a goat was standing there ready to be
sacrificed and another goat was very hap-
pily eating the grass.

Similarly, Maharaja Yudhigthira was
asked by Yamardja, “What is the most
wonderful thing in this world? Can you
explain?” So Maharaja Yudhigthira an-
swered, “Yes. The most wonderful thing
is that at every moment one can see thal
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his friends, his fathers and his relatives
have died, but he is thinking, ‘I shall live
forever.”” He never thinks that he will
die, just as an animal never thinks that at
the next moment he may be slaughtered.
He is satisfied with the grass, that’s all.
He is satisfied with the sense gratification.
He does not know that he is also going to
die.

EVERYONE HAS DIED

My father has died, my mother has
died, he has died, she has died. So 1 will
also have to die. Then what is after death?
I do not know. This is the problem. People
do not take this problem seriously, but
Bhagavad-gita indicates that that is real
education. Real education is to inquire
why, although we do not want to die,
death comes. That is real inquiry. We do
not want to become old men. Why does
old age come upon us? We have many
problems, but this is the sum and sub-
stance of all of them.

In order to solve this problem, Lord
Caitanya  Mahaprabhu prescribes the
chanting of Hare Krsna. As soon as our
heart is cleansed by chanting this Hare
Krsna mantra, the blazing fire of our
problematic material existence is extin-
guished. How is it extinguished? When we
cleanse our heart we will realize that we
do not belong to this material world. Be-
cause people are identifying with this ma-
terial world, they are thinking, “‘I am an
Indian, T am an Englishman, I am this, 1
am that.” But if one chants the Hare
Krsna mantra, he will realize that he is not
this material body. *“I do not belong to
this material body or this material world.
I am a spirit soul, part and parcel of the
Supreme. I am eternally related with Him,
and I have nothing to do with the material
world.” This is called liberation, know-
ledge. If 1 don’t have anything to do with
this material world, that is called liberation.
And that knowledge is called brahma-
bhiita.

A person with this realization has no
duty to perform. Because we are now
identifying our existence with this mate-
rial world, we therefore have so many
duties. Srimad-Bhagavatam says that as
long as there is no self-realization, we have
so many duties and debts. We are indebted
to the demigods. The demigods are not
merely fictitious. They are real. There are
demigods controlling the sun, the moon

and the air. Just as there are directors of
government departments, so for the heal-
ing department there is the sun-god, for
the air department there is Varuna, and
similarly there are other departmental
demigods. In the Vedas they are described
as controlling deilies, so we cannot neglect
them. Also, there are great sages and
philesophers who have given us knowledge,
and we are indebted to them. So as soon
as we take birth we are indebted to so
many living entities, but it is impossible to
liquidate all these debts. Therefore the
Vedic literature recommends that one
take shelter of the lotus feet of Krsna. And
Krsna says, “If one takes shelter of Me,
then he doesn’t have to take shelter of
anyone else.”

Therefore those who are Krsna con-
scious devotees have taken shelter of Krsna,
and the beginning is hearing and chanting.
Sravapam kirtanari vispoh. So our fervent,
humble request to everyone is to please
accept this chanting. This movement of
Krsna consciousness was introduced by
Lord Caitanya 500 years ago in Bengal,
and now all over India and especially in
Bengal there are millions of followers of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Now this movement
is starting in the Western countries, so

just be very serious in understanding it.
We do not criticize any other religion.
Don’t take it in that way. We have no
business criticizing any other process of
religion. Krsna consciousness is giving
people the most sublime religion—love of
God. That’s all. We are teaching to love
God. Everyone is already loving, but that
love is misplaced. We love this boy or this
girl or this country or that society or even
the cats and dogs, but we are not satisfied.
So we must place our love in God. If one
places one’s love in God, he will be happy.

Don’t think that this Krsna conscious-
ness movement is a new type of religion.
Where is the religion which does not
recognize God? One may call God Allah
or Krsna or something else, but where is
that religion which does not recognize
God? We are teaching that one should
simply try to love God. We are attracted
by so many things, but if our love is
reposed in God, then we will be happy.
We don’t have to learn to love anything
else; everything else is automatically in-
cluded. Just try to love God. Don’t try
to love just trees or plants or insects.
This will never satisfy. Learn to love God.
That is Caitanya Mahdprabhu’s mission;
that is our mission. END



ON THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOUL
by Hayagriva dasa Adhikari (1SKCON-New Vyndavana)

“The soul can never be cut into pieces
by any weapon, nor can he be moistened
by the water, nor withered by the wind.”
(Bhagavad-gita, 2.23) Here Lord Krsna
begins to describe the properties of the
spirit soul. These properties are antipodal
to the properties of the body. We all know
that the body can be cut to pieces, burned
up, wetted, and so on, and because of this
it is subject to pain and death. We are so
certain of the killing abilities of fire that
we use il to sterilize so that things will be
germless. But we have information from
Vedic literatures that there are living
entities also in the fire. “This individual
soul is unbreakable and insoluble, and can
neither be burned nor dried.” (Bg. 2.24)
Here Lord Krsna is stressing the point that
fire cannot kill the soul. All material
attempts to annihilate the soul are futile.
It is not possible tokill the soul by making
a hotter fire, by using a sharper weapon,
or by drowning it with any amount of
water. The individual soul is sandtana,
eternally situated.

ETERNALLY INDIVIDUAL

Because it is not possible to cul the
soul, it is not possible to sever the individu-
al soul from the Supersoul. Consequent-
ly the jiva, or individual soul, has always
been individual because if it had ever heen
homogeneously one with the Supersoul, it
would never have been possible to break it
or cut it away. Therefore, Lord Krsna
speaks of the jivas as “eternal fragments of
Myself.” “The living entities in this con-
ditional world are My fragmental parts,
and they are eternal. But due to condi-
tioned life, they are struggling very hard
with the six senses, which include the
mind.” (Bg. 15.7)

Because the soul can live under any
material means, il can go anywhere and
live anywhere. And we have practical
experience that living entities are every-
where and that they acquire suitable
bodies for their particular environments.
If we dig deep into the earth, for instance,
we will find so many worms, and of course
on the earth’s surface there are so many
enlities, and also in the air, and, of course,
there are infinite creatures in the walter,

And fromr Vedic sources we understand
that even in fire there are many living
entities that have particular bodies which
are adaptable to living in fire, just as some
souls can acquire bodies for living on a
planet with no atmosphere. However, these
bodies are more subtle and are difficult
to perceive by the gross senses.

LIFE IS EVERYWHERE

Because the soul is not influenced by
malerial condition and because it can grow
in fire, water, air or earth, we can con-
clude that on all other planets there are
also living entities because every material
planet is made up of at least one of these
five gross elements: earth, water, fire, air
and ether. Some of the planets are princi-
pally composed of waler and earth, like
our planet, or of fire like the sun, or of
air, ether and gases like Jupiter. Due toa
poor fund of knowledge about the consti-
tution of the soul, material scientists doubt
that life can exist on any other planel in
our solar system. They argue that there is
no life on Mercury and Venus because
Mercury is so close lo the sun that the
temperature on its sunlit side reaches as
high as 700 degrees F, and that Venus,
although almost twice as far from the sun
as Mercury, has an even higher surface
temperature of 800 degrees F, which is
distributed uniformly by strong winds.
They fail to understand the relativity of
heat and the ability of organisms to adjust
to any circumstance. Our mean earth tem-
perature of 57 degrees I may be astound-
ingly hot or cold to other living entilies
who may argue that life is not possible on
earth due to intense heat or cold. Man has
landed on the moon, which has a tempera-
ture of 215 degrees I on its sunny side and
minus 250 degrees on its dark side, and
seeing no living enlities he concludes that
there is no life there. “A magnificent
desolation,” he calls it upon landing, and
from the gross material point of view he is
right, but we should not conclude thal
there are no living entities on the moon
because the soul can inhabit various subtle
bodies which can endure lack of atmos-
phere and extreme temperatures. Similar-
ly there is no scientist who would argue

on behalf of life existing on the sun. The
surface temperature of the sun is 10,000
degrees F, and its average interior tempera-
ture is 25,000,000 degrees F. a tempera-
ture inconceivable from the material point
of view, and yet we have information from
Bhagavad-gita that the sun-god Vivasvin is
residing there, presiding over his entourage
of sun dwellers. It is also stated in Vedic
literatures that Vivasvin drives a chariot
with horses which obviously must be able
to withstand such heats. These bodies,
then, are subtle in order not to be con-
sumed, and, being subtle, they're practi-
cally imperceptible to mundane vision.

WHY ONLY THE EARTH?

On the side of the earth away from the
sun, the planets Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
Neptune and Pluto are, according to
scientists, too cold to sustain life, and
their surfaces are reportedly enveloped by
layers of methane and ammonia, which are
poisonous gases. Again using the earth
conditions as a criterion for life possibili-
lies, scienlists speculate as to whether life
exists on Mars, the planet most similar to
carth. They have perceived seasonal color
changes that appear lo be some Kind of
vegetation, but they have discarded the
idea that the Martian canals were dug by
intelligent beings. Hence they conclude
that in our solar system only the planel
earth provides the proper condition for
life. 1t does not follow logically that living
entities can exist in the elements earth and
waler and not in the other elements. Most
major scientists agree, however, that earth
is not the only planet in the entire universe
containing life. They claim that there are
other innumerable solar systems with
planets that duplicate the earth. No doubt
there are, but their insistance that life can
exist only on this particular type of planet
is a conjecture ethno-, geo-, and ego-
centrically based.

Here we are reminded of the example
of Dr. Frog, PhD, an eminent scholar who
lives in a well. One day a fellow frog went
down to see the Doctor and inform him
that there is such a thing as the Atlantic
Ocean. Upon hearing about this ocean,
Dr. Frog enquired, “Tell me, how big
would you say it is compared to this well?
Is it as big or twice as big?” “No, much,
much bigger,” said the visitor. “Oh, much
bigger then?” asked the Doctor. “Then tell
me, is it five times as big, ten times as big?”’
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“Oh, no, much vaster.” “Vaster? How is
that? Maybe a hundred times or a thousand
—how can it be soc much bigger?” In this
way Dr. Frog goes on speculating about
the breadth of the Atlantic Ocean, but it
is obvious that he will never comprehend
its vastness because it is totally outside his
experience. It is natural to compare that
which is unknown to that which is known,

but it is narrowminded to insist that the-

unknown
known.

So from Bhagavad-gitda and other Vedic
literatures we can understand that in every
planet and in every atmosphere there are
living entities. All these living beings are
numberless; the various species alone
number over 8,000,000. These countless
entities are being maintained by the
singular entity, Krsna or God. It is stated
in the Srimad-Bhagavatam that this is the
major difference between the Supersoul
and the individual jive: the jiva is main-
taining itself in its own body, but the
Supersoul is maintaining infinite jivas in
infinite bodies all over the universe. It is
illogical and contrary to experience to
state that life is supported in one part of
the universe and not in another.

must correspond with the

WE ARE ALWAYS PERSONS

The parts of the Supreme Soul are thus
scattered throughout the universe, and
they remain parts eternally, taking on and
shuffling off bodies. Even after being
separated from the illusory identification
with matter, the jiva remains a separate
identity. After liberation from material
contamination, the atomic soul may prefer
to remain a spiritual spark in the effulgent
rays of the Supreme Lord, and this stage
is called Brahman realization. However,
the more intelligent soul enters into the
planets of the spiritual sky to associate
with God’s person, and this is one step
beyond liberation.

Lord Krsna further characterizes the
soul in this way: “He is everlasting, all-
pervading, unchangeable, immovable, and
eternally the same.” (Bg. 2.24) Here the
word sarva-gata (all-pervading) is signifi-
cant. This gives additional evidence that
there are jivas, individual souls, pervading
the entire creation, on land, on water,
in air, in the earth, even within fire.
Because it is stated that the soul cannot
even be burned by fire, it is a misconcep-
tion that fire can kill all living entities.
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As mentioned before, Gitd gives evidence
that there are inhabitants of the sun. If
the sun is uninhabited, then the word
sarva-gata—living everywhere—is meaning-
less.

THE EXISTENCE OF THE SOUL

Lord Krsna also gives more information
about the soul’s constitution. *‘It is said
that the soul is invisible, inconceivable,
immutable, and unchangeable. Knowing
this, you should not grieve for the body.”
(Bg. 2.25) The soul, being spiritual, cannot
be perceived by material eyes. Even the
most powerful microscope cannot see the
spirit soul. It is experimentally impossible
to establish the existence of the soul, and
therefore sruti, or Vedic wisdom, must be
accepted as proof. We do, however, per-
ceive symptoms of the soul as life
symptoms., We understand that when the
soul has left the body, the body is dead.
These are symptoms of the soul which can
be perceived materially. Beyond this we
have to accept the existence of the soul on
the grounds of Vedic authority. Here the
supreme authority Lord Krsna states that
the soul is beyond human conception,
immutable and unchangeable. The body is
everlasting and is always the same, although
it may inhabit countless bodies.

Compared to the infinite Supreme Soul,
the individual soul or jiva is atomic or
finite. It is not possible for this infinitesi-
mal soul to become equal to the infinite
soul because it is stated here that it is
unchangeable. Being unchangeable, it can-
not expand to include everything. There-
fore the theory of the Mayavadi imper-
sonalists that at death the individual
soul leaves the body and merges into the
great all-pervading spirit to become one
with that spirit contradicts the Gita. The
totality of the jivas is all-pervading, but
the individual jiva is infinitesimal and
remains so eternally. It partakes of the
total ocean by swimming about. In the
very beginning of the Gitd, Lord Krsna
asserts the eternal individuality of the
soul: “Never was there a time when I did
not exist, nor you, nor all these kings; nor
in the future shall any of us cease to be.”
(Bg. 2.12) It is not that at a certain point
the individual soul cuts itself off from the
Supreme Soul and merges into matter, or
that at another point it will leave its asso-
ciation with matter and merge once again
into the Supreme Soul. Such a process of

amalgamation is not possible. Even after
liberation the individuality remains. The
oneness mentioned here refers to oneness
of interest. The common interest of all
liberated individual souls is the Supersoul,
Lord Krsna. When the jivas are in total
agreement with Krsna, then there is one-
ness. Oneness is therefore experienced
when the jiva surrenders unto Krsna, and
diversity is experienced when the jia
rebels. When he surrenders, the jiva asso-
ciates with Krsna in the spiritual world,
but when he revolts he is placed in the
material world amidst diversity. It is stated
in Bhagavad-gita: “*After many births and
deaths, he who is actually in knowledge
surrenders unto Me, knowing Me to be the
cause of all causes, and all that is. Such a
great soul is very rare.” (Bg. 7.19) Alttain-
ing this knowledge may take time, but this
is the ultimate Vedanta. Vedanta means
to know that Lord Krsna is everything,.

“l AM NOT MATTER, 1 AM SPIRIT"

This eternality of the soul apart from
the body is the basis for Lord Krsna's
urging Arjuna to fight in the battle. “For
the soul there is neither birth nor death,
nor having once been does he ever cease
to be. He is unborn, eternal, ever existing
and primeval. He is not slain when the
body is slain.” (Bg. 2.20) The conscious-
ness that pervades the entire body is the
consciousness of the soul that inhabits the
body. When the soul is not in the body he
cannol perceive bodily pleasures and pains.
Because the soul may be addicted to the
pleasures of the body, he may take on
another body after leaving his present
body. Lord Krsna likens this struggling off
and taking on of bodies unto changes of
dress (Bg. 2.13). This constant change is
senseless and very painful. Eventually,
after so many changes, the conditioned
soul becomes materially exhausted and so
seeks a spiritual master who can teach him
how to liberate himself from the constant
repetition of birth and death (samsara). 1t
is at this point that the jiva decides to
revive his ever dormant Krsna conscious-
ness in order to escape the miseries of rein-
carnation. Upon reestablishing his rela-
tionship with the Supersoul, the jiva
attains the state of brahma-bhiita, realizing
aham brahmdsmi: *1 am not this material
body. 1 am not matter, but spirit.” The
first symptom of brahma-bhiita realization
is joyfulness. Perceiving its eternality,



seeing that it can never be cul to pieces,
burned, moistened, broken, dissolved or
dried, the soul becomes instantly joyful.
It at last identifies with ils true essence.
As long as il is in identity
hanker and lament. as Arjuna was
hankering and lamenting on the batte-
field. The message of Bhagavad-gita, then,
is one of joy, for the lesson taught Arjuna
provokes the conditioned soul to seek its
eternal happy position.

In the material position, entangled in
birth and death, the jiva tries to lord it
over matter, and in his attempt becomes
adverse to Krsna. The conditioned soul,

with matter, it
will

forgetful of his spiritual nature, engages in
a hard struggle in the ocean of material
existence, but all this time the love of
Krsna is dormant within him. This love is
awakened by the spiritual master who
engages the jiva in devotional service and
so opens the way for liberation.

WONDERFUL BEYOND CONCEPTION

Concluding his initial statements on the
soul in the Second Chapterof Gita, Lord
Krsna tells Arjuna that “some look on the
soul as amazing, some describe him as
amazing, and some hear of him as amazing,
while others, even after hearing about him,

cannot understand him at all.” (Bg. 2.29)
It is not often that one finds a man who
can understand the nature of the soul.
However, we should take the statements
of Krsna in Bhagavad-gitd as authoritative
and so learn of the constitution of the soul
through Him. It is certainly wonderful
that a minute parlicle smaller than an
atom can sustain life in a body: withoul
this atomic particle the body dies. It is
also wonderful thal this minute particle
is eternal and that the totality of souls
pervade the entire creation. Because this
is beyond human conception, one should
acceplt  the authoritative statements of
Krsna.

Lord Krsna tells His friend Arjuna that
even if he thinks that the soul itselfl is
perpetually being born and dying, still

there is no need for his lamentation. “For

his birth, death is
for one who is dead, birth is
certain. Therefore in the unavoidable dis-
charge of your duty you should not
lament.” (Bg. 2.27) Certainly no one
laments when he sees a skyscraper being

who has taken

cerlain;

one

erected. Nor does he lament when he sees
it being dismantled. The dismantling is
inevitable. In either case, even from the
malerial point of view, one does not grieve
over what is perfectly natural. “ All created
beings are unmanifest in their beginning,

manifest in their interim state, and unmani-
fest again when they are annihilated. So
what need is there for lamentation?”
(Bg. 2.28)

Vedic wisdom encourages self-realization
based on the nonexistence of the material
body. As far as the eternal spirit soul is
concerned, the material body has no fac-
tual existence. One may dream of becom-
ing a greal King or a greal general or even a
pauper, but when one awakes, the body
in his dream no longer has substantiality.
Nor did it ever have substantiality. So
identification with the material body is a
sorl of dream for the spirit soul.

The process of the awakening of the
soul is joyful. and the dream of entangle-
menl is painful. Just as one is awakened
from sleep by sounds. the sleeping soul is
awakened by the §abda, or sound incarna-
tion, of the Lord imparted to the soul by
the spiritual master. The sabdas which the
spiritual master uses to awaken the sleep-
ing souls are the sounds of Bhagavad-gita
and the holy names of Krsna. Since it is
inevitable that one who is sleeping will
awake, should not become dis-
heartened if it seems that he continues to

one

lounge even after hearing the call to arise.
Eventually the sebda will enact. and the
drowsy soul will enter into his blissful
END

position.
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CHILDREN

IN

KRSNA
CONSCIOUSNESS

According to the Vedic scriptures no
one should become a mother or father
unless he can free his children from the
clutches of death. This is real family
planning: one should have sex life in
marriage only for the purpose of producing
nice children to be raised in God con-
sciousness. It is a great service to God and
to humanity if one can raise a child
according Lo spiritual principles from the
very start of his life, and that is the prac-
tice of the married disciples of His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada.

As for the children themselves, they
are fully participating in Krsna conscious
activities, as shown here. Any child can
chanl Hare Krsna and dance and feel
transcendental ecstasy. That is the special
facility of Krsna consciousness—even a

child can perform it. We are all naturally
part and parcel of God; we have simply
forgotten this due to misuse of our f(ree
will. But by purifying his consciousness by




chanting God’s names and following regu-
lative devotional principles under the guid-
ance of a bona fide spiritual master, any-
one can gain spiritual enlightenment and
relish the taste of spiritual bliss. Any
child who iz chanting Hare Kpsna on
sankirtana in the slreets, or altending
ISKCON ¢ html and learning that God is
the source of all material .md spiritual
knowledge, is certainly a wise person.
Indeed, age in years is not in itself the
measure ol wisdom. Certain trees, although
obviously al a very low point of conscious-
ness, have heen growing for hundreds of
vears, whereas the great devolee Prahlida
Mahirs
old, was preaching the sublime teachings
of Krspa consciousness which he had
heard while still in the womb of his mother.
Prahlada heard from the sage Narada, and
similarly Sukadeva Gosvami, the greal
reciter of Srimad-Bhagavatam, also heard
of the pastimes of Krsna from his father
while Sukadeva was still in the womb. If
age were measured in knowledge, then

ja, when he was only five years

Krsna conscious children would have to be
considered already mature because they
are Vaignavas, worshipers of the Supreme
Lord Sri Krsna. The Vedic seriptures con-



firm that love of Krsna is the ultimate
goal of all knowledge.

Our spiritual master has said that a
child’s naughtiness is his beauty and is even
a sign of intelligence. Lord Krsna displaved
unparalleled naughtiness when He was
here on earth 5,000 years ago performing
His childhood pastimes. But in ISKCON all
a child’s playful tendencies are dovelailed
in dancing, singing the Lord’s names and
taking part in transcendental plays which
please even the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. One two-vear-old girl, the
daughter of married disciples of His Divine
Grace Srila Prabhupada, was playing child-
ishly with Srila Prabhupada by handing
him a flower, and His Divine Grace said to
the parents, “*She is doing as much service
as you.”

That these children have been born
into Krsna conscious families indicales
that they are not ordinary but have
seriously strived for spiritual perfection in
their past lives. According to Bhagavad-
gita, if one was a yogi in his past life but
did not perfect his devotion up to the
point of liberation, then in his next life
he may “take birth in the family of tran-
scendentalists who are surely great in
wisdom. Verily, such a birth is rare in this
world . . . . By virtue of the divine con-
sciousness of his previous life, he auto-
matically becomes attracted to the yogic
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principles—even without seeking them.”
(Bg. 6.42, 44) So these children have in
the past practiced the principles of devo-
tional service to the Supreme Lord, and
now, having taken birth in the families of
practicing devotees, they are being given
the chance to become free from all ma-
terial contamination and become eligible
in this very life for eternal existence in the
kingdom of God.

How is it that we can claim such children
to be rare and wise? It is simply because
they are following the saitkirtana practice
of glorifying God introduced by His Divine
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhu-
pada, who is a pure devotee coming
strictly in the disciplic succession from
Lord Caitanya, the incarnation of Krsna
for this age. The Vedic scriptures pre-
scribe that in this present age of quarrel
those people with sufficient brain sub-
stance should worship the Lord in exactly
this easy manner, which even their chil-
dren can fully perform—to sing the holy
names of the Lord, to dance before the
Deity of the Lord, to hear authorized
readings about the pastimes of the Lord,
and to take nourishing prasadam (food-
stuffs offered to the Lord). It is easy and
sublime, and the children in Krspa con-
sciousness can feel it and teach others how
to perfect life by this natural Krsna
conscious method, END
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KARDAMA MUNI, A FIRST-CLASS YOGI

by Satsvartpa dasa Adhikari

(ISKCON—DBoston)

First lel me offer my humble obeisances
to my spiritual master, His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,
the pure servant of God and thus the
knower of the seriplure, All transcendental
knowledge contained in this essay ema-
nales from his Leachings, which are exaclly
in line with the dlk(,lpii{' succession going
back to Lord Sii Krsna, the l’c_,iaondh[) of
Godhead and original source of this narra-
lion of Kardama Muni, The disciple of
Srila Prabhupada has simply Lo present the
teachings of the spirilual master intact;
then there will be good benefit for the
reader seeking sell-realization an«d spiritual
happiness.

In the Sixth Chapter of Bhagavad-gita,
Lord Krsna teaches the myslic yoga pro-
cess complete with sitling postures and the
method of meditation under strict regula-
tions. Al the conclugion of the chapter, in
the last verse, the Lord deseribes the top-
most yogi: “He who, full of
everything Lo Me and \\m-h|p- Me, is the
mosl united with Me in yoge.
the yoga system, as taught authoritatively
in Bhagavad-gita and the Pataiijali-yoga-
sittra, is Instead,
false teachers are allowing their students

faith, offers

"Nowadavs

not  being followed.

to engage in all kinds ol malerial sense
gl‘ilt”i(:illi(}ll while collecting a fee from
them and inducing them to think in their
meditation that they are one with God.
Such students of teachers cannol
actually be making spiritual progress in
yoga.

false

ULTIMATE YOGA

The Vedie literature contains histories,
however, of muany greal yogis who were
accomplished in full mystic perfection.
But even these vogic perlections, such as
to be able to inf Ilu ‘nee anyone; to be able
lo attain whatever one (|l.hII(.:-| from any-
place in the universe, to fly in space, ele.,
are all material perfeclions, and they are
ultimately ultimately
means lo lind Krsna, the Rupumv Lord,
in His localized aspect scated in the hearl
and Lo engage in eternal loving union with
Him !lunu trh devolional service. Yogis who
are (iln([’dl‘,l(;d from this path by malerial
perfections have to return to the earth

exhausted. Yoga
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after death and again take another malerial
birth and engage in devotional service he-
fore reaching the perfection of liberation,
completely spiritual devotional service.
The following narration is an incident
from the life of
Kardama Muni, who was not only a yogi
but a perfect yogi, a devotee of the Lord.
The narration of his activities appears in
the Third Canlo ol S‘rfmud—ﬁh(?guvﬂtam,
the mosl mature and spotless scriplure of
the entire Vedic literature. Kardama lived

great devolee yogt,

long, long ago, in the Satya-yuga. just
after the dawn of the crealion of the
universe,

HIS MEDITATION ON THE LORD

Al that time, Lord Brahma, the original
creator empowered by Krsna, was ordering
his sons lo marry and beget children so
that the universe might be populated with
worthy offspring. Commanded by Lord
Brahma, Kardama practiced meditalive
penances on the bank of the Sarasvali
River for a period of 10,000 years. 1t is
understood that the yoga system, in order
Lo be rightly practiced, must be performed
IJ'\" I)lfl'ﬁ()ll:‘"! \\'h{] lJUb".:\'{.':-'.:* d \"l'r) ll”lg [Iul'il'
ion of life; otherwise, there is no possi-
bility of altaining real perfection. There is
no point in altempling the preliminary
practices ol yoga, such as the different
postures
practice until perfection. Kardama Muni
was not one of the so-called yogis of the

of sitting, unless one is able to

present age of Kali (age of quarrel and
bluffing) \\hu sil for a paltry fifteen min-
ules a {l(l‘ ||1 \UD’EI IJUNI[”‘(‘\ dllli ilnl]lli
spirilual advancement. It may be noled
Kardama
lived, yoga meditation was the process
recommended by the Vedic literature,
whereas loday the Vedic literalure clearly
that there is no alternative to the
chanting of the holy name: harer ndma
harer nama harer namaiva kevalam/ kalau
nasty eva nasty eva ndsty eva gatir anyatha
( Brivun-Naradiyva Purdna).

Why did Kardama practice meditation
[Lis stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam: “During

here that in the age in which

slates

that period of penance the sage Kardama
devoledly waited upon the Personality of
Godhead.” In other words, he practiced
mystic yoga lor 10,000 years just Lo please

the Supreme Personality of G odhead. That
is stated in S'rimud-ffhrigawlam. Therefore
he is the first<class yogi. His Divine Grace
A.C. Bhaklivedanta Swami Prabhupada
writes in his commentary to the Third
Canto of S'rfmad—."ﬁiﬁgm..‘u!.um: “One has to
surrender unto the lotus feel of the Per-
sonality of Godhead. Krsna, in order to
achieve real success. To attain perfection
of the yoga practice or meditation, one
musl namely
hearing, chanting, remembering, ete. Cer-

acl in devotional service,
tainly remembering is also meditation, bul
upon must The
Supreme Personality ol Godhead. He must
nol be remembered.
hear about the aclivities of the Lord, and
chant His glories.” After engaging himself
in different tvpes ol devotlional service,
Kardama Muni altained the perfection of
meditation, which is attained only by
those who are surrendered souls. Siila
Prabhupada writes: “Where there is no
mention of the Personality of Godhead,
then where is there yoga and surrender?
And where their is no meditation upon
the Personality of Godhead, then where is

whom one meditate?

only but one must

there any question ol yoga practice?”

THE ETERNAL FORM OF THE
PERSONALITY OF GODHEAD

Perfection means that Kardama actually
saw the Personality of Godhead. The form
It is not that
can concentrate his mind on some

he saw was nol imaginary.
one
ar iulmr\ form of the |m.llrumlm|1 in medi-
tation. It is clearly stated in Srimad-
Bhagavalam: “The form which the Lord
showed to Kardama was consistent with
Vedic principles and can be understood
through the study of the Vedas
authoritative sources.” The eternal blissful
the Lord is described in the
Bhagavatam: “Kardama Muni saw  the
Supreme Personality of Godhead His
effulgent like the sun. The
Lord was wearing a garland of white lotuses
He was clad in spotless

from

form of

eternal form,

and waler lilies,

vellow silk, His lotus face fringed with
slick dark locks of curly hair: adorned
with a crown of earrings. He held lis

characteristic conch and dise and mace in
three of His hands and played with a
white lily while smiling. His smiling capti-
vales lln- hearts of all (iv\ otees. Having sel
His lotus feet on the shoulders of Garuda,
He stood in the air with a golden streak on
His breast and the famous Kaustubha gem

suspended  from Iis neck.” The descrip-



tions given in Srimad-Bhagavatam are not
products of the material energy. Kardama
did not meditate for 10,000 years simply
in order to see an imaginary vision con-
cocted by his own brain. Rather, he
attained a level of perfection by which the
Lord was pleased with him and revealed
His transcendental form, which is never
revealed to impersonalists, Perfection of
yoga does nol end with voidness; on the
contrary, perfection of yoga is attained
when one sees the Personality of Godhead
as He is in His eternal form.

When Kardama Muni saw the Lord, his
transcendental desires were fulfilled, and
he fell to the ground with head bowed and
offered obeisances. He addressed the Su-
preme Personality of Godhead as follows:
*0 supreme worshipable Lord, You are the
reservoir of all pleasure, and those who
are advanced yogis aspire, through many,
many births of performance of deep medi-
tation, to see Your transcendental form.”
Again it is seen that Kardama reached the
ultimate in yoga and acknowledged the
goal to which yogis aspire after many lives
ol yoga practice. The point is not to see
void but to see the spiritual form of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Clearly,
then, Kardama was in the most advanced
stage. His next words spoken unto the
Lord are therefore difficult at first to
understand: “Desirous of marrying a girl
of like disposition who may prove a veri-
table cow of plenty in my married life, |
loo sought the center of Your lotus feet
to satisfy my lustful desire.”

It is startling to hear a yogi, who is
supposed to be freed from all attachment
to material life by meditating in solitary
celibate penance for many thousands of
years and attaining sight of the Personality
of Godhead, only asking for a nice wife.
But explanation reveals to us that Kardama
was even more exalled than we have so
far understood. Not only did Kardama
Muni not actually seek marriage out of
lustful desire, but his desire was the desire
of Krsna. As stated in the Bhagavatam,
“I shall accept this nice chaste girl as my
wife until she bears a child born out of the
ray of the Supreme Personality of God-
head. Then I shall accept the life of devo-
tional service which is practiced by the
most perfect human beings. 1 know that
this is the desire of Lord Vispu and that
it is a process free from envy.”

It was the praclice in former ages that
great sages and sainlly persons, after
making their lives perfect, would beget

children in order to serve the Lord in that
way, and but for engaging in sex life to
produce exceptional progeny, they strictly
observed the laws of celibacy. As for
Kardama’s statement about producing a
child who would be a *‘ray of Visnu,” it
may be told that Kardama Muni is the
father of the incarnation of Godhead Lord
Kapila, who is Vispu Himself. Lord Kapila
appeared as the son of Kardama Muni and
Devahiiti for the purpose of preaching the
godly Sankhya philosophy, which is a
combination of mysticism and devotion-
al service. His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada writes
in this connection, “One should beget a
child who can perform the duties of Visnu,
or else there is no need to produce
children. There are two kinds of children
born of good fathers. One is the child who
is educated in Krsna consciousness so that
he can be delivered from the clutches of
maya in that very life, and the other is the
child who brings forth the ray of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead and who
teaches the highest goal of life. Great
householders pray to God to send His
representative so that there may be an
auspicious movement in human society,
or they pray to the Lord for an opportu-
nity to train a childin Krsna consciousness
so that he won’t have to come back again
to this miserable world. Parents should see
Lo it that the child born of them must not
enter again into the womb of a mother.”

INSTRUCTIONS ON MARRIAGE

Kardama prayed to the Lord as if he
were under the grip of lust and desired
the Lord’s mercy. in the form of an ordi-
nary marriage. Bv speaking in this way,
Kardama, who was actually a libe rated
soul, brought out for all the future readers
or hearers of Srimad- Bhagauatam many
significant clarifications of marriage and
married life. At his request, the Lord was
able to show that a man should pray to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead for whal-
ever he wants, whether il be liberation,
devolional service or the fulfillment of
malterial desires. Malerial desires should
be satisfied in accordance with the will of
the Supreme Lord or the Vedas wherein
there are prescriptions for a married life
of regulated sense gratification. Even if
one has lustful desires, if he takes his
desires to the Supreme Lord and abides
by His will, he will get far more than he

could imagine, and he will eventually gain
spiritual purification and association with
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Ultimately it is God who awards. Man
proposes and God disposes. If one can
accept what the Lord offers as his share,
then he will find it a richer share than he
had ever dreamed of attaining by his own
endeavors. But if he strains to exploit
under the illusion of winning by his own
endeavor, he will lose on all counts. For
example, Kardama was an austere penni-
less yogi with no facilities for gaining a
beautiful wife, vet since he prayed to the
Lord for a wife, he was granted the most
beautiful and highborn princess in the
world.

Lord Visnu, whoshone on the shoulders
of Garuda, spoke to Kardama with tran-
scendental words in accents as sweet as
nectar. His eyebrows moved gracefully as
He regarded the sage with a smile full of
affection: “Having come to know what
was in your mind, I have already arranged
for that for which you have worshlped Me
through the (llbupllll(' of the mind and
senses. My dear rsi, O leader of the living
enlities, for anyone who serves Me in
devotional service by worshiping Me, espe-
cially persons like you who have given up
everything unto Me, there is no question
of frustration.” It is stated here that the
Lord gives His devotees all pleasures and
that He answers all their desires, although
He never awards anything which might be
detrimental to their devotional service.
Even if the devotees approach the Person-
ality of Godhead with material desires,
there is no question of frustration in those
desires.

THE LORD DISPOSES

The Lord then outlined His plan of
benedicting His devotee Kardama with a
perfect wife: “Sviyambhuva Manu is well
known for his righteous acts. That cele-
brated emperor, who is head of religious
aclivities, will come lo see you with his
wife Satartpa the day after tomorrow.
His daughter, who is grown up and ready
for marriage, has all good qualities; she is
also searching for a good husband, and her
eyes are black, My dear sir. Her parents
will come to see you just to deliver their
daughter as your wife.” In his purports,
His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada writes
of the proper selection of a husband for a
girl: “Girls are never thrown into the
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public street to search out their husband.
When girls are grown up and are searching
after a boy, they forget whether the boy
they select is actually suitable for them.
Out of the urge of sex desire a girl may
accept anyone, but if the husband is cho-
sen by the parents, they can consider who
is to be selected and who is not to be
selected.” For example, within the family
of the International Society for Krishna
Consciousness, a hushand or wife is se-
lected by the spiritual master or by his
representative, the temple president, and
so it is by the proper sanction.

The Lord predicted that nine daughters
would come from the union of the mar-
riage and that through the daughters great
sages would duly beget future children.
Finally the Lord said to His devotee
Kardama, “With your heart cleansed by
properly carrying out My command and
having resigned to Me the fruit of all your
acts, you will finally attain to Me.” Thus
the Lord disclosed to Kardama that if he
only acted under the direction of the Lord,
then all his acts, even in married life, would
be completely sanctioned, and he would
finally attain the supreme abode. The Lord
finally requested Kardama to be compas-
sionate to all living entities. He asked him
to please give assurance to all that the
universe is identified in Krsna and that
Krsna is in everyone.

KARDAMA ATTAINED REAL
ONENESS

The Lord referred to Kardama’s up-
coming householder life as well as to the
last days of his life, when Kardama would
again take up the renounced order. He
was not simply to receive the potency of
the Lord’s mercy and keep it for himself,
but he was to distribute the knowledge
of devotional service to everyone. By
following the order of Visnu, Kardama
Muni attained real oneness with God
because the Lord wants His devotee to
always think of Him and worship Him.
It is not that the Lord wants the transcen-
dentalist to try to usurp His position and
become God Himself, but to always offer
obeisances to Him and offer Him unlimited
service. The Lord wishes to reciprocate
with His devotees and supply the fulfill-
ment of their desires. The Lord revealed
to Kardama that he would be the father
of an avatdra of the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. “Manifesting a part of My
divine being through your wife Devahiiti,
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O great sage, 1 shall instruct her in the
philosophy which deals with the ultimate
principles or categories.” This is the first
reference to Kapiladeva, the first pro-
pounder of Sankhya philosophy. This
Sankhya philosophy is not to be confused
with the Sankhya philosophy propagated
later by an atheistic godless imposter who
was also named Kapila.

Having spoken to His devotee, the Lord
left the Bindusarovara Lake, on a pathway
leading to ‘Vaikuntha. The sage stood
below looking up, and he listened to the
hymns which emanated from the flapping
of the wings of the Lord’s carrier. The sage
Kardama then waited for the time spoken
of by the Lord, and he prayed.

As predicted, the great worldly leader
Svayambhuva and his wife Satarﬁpa'i jour-
neved on a chariot all over the globe and
reached the hermitage where the sage
Kardama was completing his long vows of
austerity. Srimad-Bhagavatam states that
the holy lake Bindusarovara was filled with
“the drops of tears fallen from the eyes of
the Lord, who was overwhelmed by ex-
treme compassion for the sage who had
sought His protection.” The lake area is
described as resounding with the notes of
overjoyed birds who were all pious, as
were the fruit-bearing trees and the flowers.
Svayambhuva Manu and Satariipa entered
the hermitage and found Kardama sitting
before a sacred fire into which he was
offering oblations. Clad in rags, of high
stature, and his eyes as big as the petals of
a lotus, he looked like an unpolished gem.
In these Bhagavatam descriptions of the
brahmacari yogi, it is stated that usually
a yogi is skinny on account of his austeri-
ties and lack of comforts, but Kardama
Muni had seen the Supreme Personality of
Godhead face to face, and he looked
healthy due to having received the nectar-
like sound vibration,

THE KING AND THE YOGI

“Seeing that the monarch had come to
his hermitage and bowing before him, the
sage greeled him with benediction and
received him with due honor.” The yogi
then addressed the King with words of
praise because he understood that unless a
pious King is ruling, the wicked elements
in sociely can overthrow the whole aim of
the society, which is to help the citizens
go back home, back to Godhead. He
addressed the King as the protecting energy

of Sri Hari (Krsna). After offering obei-
sances, the yogi then asked the King why
he had come with a glad heart and how he,
the yogi, could meet his wishes. The royal
order formerly gave all protection to the
brahmanas so that they could advance the
society in terms of spiritual culture, and
the brahmanas would give their valuable
instructions to the royal order so that
every citizen could become elevated to
spiritual perfection.

Sviyambhuva said that he was most
fortunate to be able to touch his head to
the dust from the feet of the sage, and he
thanked him for his words of instruction.
“We are seeking a worthy match for our
daughter in terms of age, character and
good qualities.” The father, Sviyambhuva
Manu, confided to Kardama that “the
moment she heard from the sage Narada
of your noble character, learning, beautiful
appearance, youth and other virtues, she
fixed her mind on you.” So although
Devahiiti had not seen Kardama Muni,
she had fixed her heart upon him after
hearing of him from Nirada, and on the
basis of that hearing she had decided to
marry him. Sviayambhuva offered his
daughter with all reverence as a worthy
match for taking charge of household
duties. By household duties he did not
mean sense gratification but mutual exe-
cution of Krsna consciousness, which is
called, in Sanskrit, grhastha. There are
two words in Sanskrit to describe married
life. One, grhamedhi, means to accept a
wife for sense gratification and to make
one’s apartment a center for executing
the same propensities as the animals,
whereas the other, grhastha, means to gain
a helper in Krsna consciousness. Devahiiti
was eligible to offer such help, for she was
equal in age, character and quality to the
sage.

KARDAMA ACCEPTS DEVAHUTI

Kardama at once agreed. “Certainly I
have a desire Lo marry, and your daughter
too has not yet married or given her word
to anyone; therefore our marriage accord-
ing to the Vedic system can take place.”
Kardama expressed appreciation of
Devahiiti’s beauty. He too had heard of
her, for she had attracted even the deni-
zens of the heavenly planets by her
personal beauty. Kardama had been
ordered by his father Brahmi to produce
progeny, but actually the goal of his life



was Visnu, in whom even Brahma origi-
nates, as do all living entities in all the
worlds. Therefore, since it was the desire
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Kardama would marry and father children
in the spirit of devotional service. This
story in the Bhagavatam is related by the
sage Maitreya to Vidura, and it continues.
“The sage kardama thus spoke very nicely
regarding Devahiiti. Then he became silent,
thinking of his worshipable Lord Visnu,
who has a lotus on His navel. When he was
silent and smiling, his face attracted
Devahiiti, and she began to think within
herself of the great sage.” As soon as
Kardama Muni stopped talking and became
silent, he at once began to think of Lord
Visnu. The devotee may seem to be en-
gaged in things other than Vispu, dealing
and talking about other matters, but actu-
ally he is always thinking of Krsna, and
thus his smile is so attractive as to win
many admirers and followers.

TRANSCENDENTAL MARRIED LIFE

After their marriage and the departure
of her parents, Devahiiti began to serve
her husband with great love. She pleased
him by giving up all sorts of lust, pride,
envy, greed, sinful activities and vanity by
fidelity and purity of mind. These are some
of the qualities of a great husband’s great
wife. Both were great by spiritual qualifi-
cation. Devahiiti was not proud because of
her high birth. As can be seen from this
narration, the union of Kardama and
Devahiti is filled with pertinent instruc-
tions regarding how to live in transcenden-
tal married life with the goal of life, the
center, being Krsna. Householders wishing
to benefit from their union may listen with
an aim to raising their married life to the
transcendental stage. Devotion of the wife
to the husband is recommended. Srila
Prabhupada writes, “The wife is expected
to be of the same category as the husband.
She must be prepared to follow the princi-
ples of the husband; then there will be
happy life. If the husband is a devotee and
the wife is materialistic, then there cannot
be any peace in the home.” In the case of
Devahiiti, by following the strict vows of
a chaste woman she became very skinny,
and therefore her husband became com-
passionate. She had formerly been the
daughter of a great king and was now
serving him just like an ordinary woman.
She had become reduced in health, and

her service was so selfless that she did not
demand sense gratification even with her
husband. She was simply acting to facili-
tate Kardama Muni’s engagement in spiri-
tual life. Srila Prabhupida writes, “It is the
duty of a faithful and chaste wife to help
her husband in every respect, especially in
Krsna consciousness.”

In the case of Devahiiti, her husband
rewarded her amply. Kardama told her,
“My dear Devahiaiti, 1 have achieved the
grace of the Lord in my discharging of my
own religious life of austerity, meditation
and Krsna consciousness. 1 shall offer you
all these achievements, which are free
from lamentation, because you are engaged
in my service, although you have not yet
experienced these things. Now I am giving
you transcendental vision to see how nice
they are.” By her husband’s grace, Devahiiti
was able to feel practical realization simply
by serving a great personality. Similarly,
any sincere disciple of a bona fide spiritual
master can achieve spiritual life simply by
service.

DEVAHUTI DESIRED OFFSPRING

Coming from a great royal family,
Devahiiti had much aristocracy and wealth,
but the greatest treasure, love of God, she
had been unable to fully appreciate. She
therefore expressed her full satisfaction to
her great husband, who was under the
protection of the spiritual energy. But she
reminded him, **One thing you promised
may be fulfilled now by our bodily union,
because for a chaste woman it is very
glorious to have children of the same
quality.” Kardama Muni had certainly
promised to her parents that he would
stay with her until they had children.
Since both were spiritually enlightened, a
child was very desirable as an expansion
of their qualities. Devahiiti then asked her
husband what arrangement should be
made and what was required according to
the scriptures in terms of conditions, time
and place for the most suitable sex life.
Sex life is meant for having good children.
One must arrange everything so that the
husband may be attracted by the beauty
of the wife and a favorable mental situa-
tion may be created so that at the time of
sex life the mental state may be trans-
ferred into the womb of the wife and nice
children will come out of that marriage.
Thus we see that the Vedic scriptures
provide not only spiritual instructions but

instructions on how to prosecute material
existence nicely with the ultimate aim of
spiritual perfection. It is mentioned in the
Ayur-veda that when the passion of a man
is greater than that of a woman, then there
will be a greater chance of a boy being
born. And if the passion of the woman is
greater, then there will be more chance of
a girl being born. Devahiiti wanted her
husband to instruct her according to
scripture so that his passion might be
increased. She also requested a suitable
house because the hermitage in which
Kardama was living was very simple and
completely in the modes of goodness, with
little possibility of passion.

THE AERIAL MANSION

Srimad-Bhagavatam then describes the
miraculous accomplishments effected by
the vogic power of Kardama Muni. Since
he was completely perfected in yoga prac-
tice and sought to please his beloved wife,
Kardama exercised his yogic power and
instantly produced an aerial mansion which
was fully arranged according to his will. It
was a huge and wonderful structure filled
with opulent pleasurable rooms and decor-
ated with rubies, furniture and all kinds of
attractive wealth. It was such a magnificent
castle that the yogi himself was astonished
at what he had created. Devahiiti, however,
because she was so niggardly in her ap-
pearance, with matted locks and a dirty
dress, seemed afraid of the marvelous
castle in the air. Kardama Muni knew her
mind, and with further yogic powers he
requested that she simply step into the
Bindusarovara Lake, where he had arranged
for hundreds of beautiful female maid-
servants to attend her and beautify her
with ointments, scents, beautiful silks, etc.
They offered her foods and drinks to im-
prove her bodily condition, and they held
a mirror for her, cleansed her, adorned her
with garlands and marks of tilaka, and in
general made much of her so that she
finally emerged from the lakelooking very
beautiful with a smiling face and nice
figure. She could understand that all this
was taking place due to the yogic prowess
of her husband and that nothing was im-
possible for such a yogi.
~ Husband and wife then travelled in the
aerial mansion to the pleasure valleys of
Mount Meru, which is frequented by the
demigods. They travelled all over the uni-
verse and enjoyed pleasures together. Al-
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though yogis are known to display such
wonderful powers, Kardama was more than
a yogi, and his life is more praiseworthy
than that of ordinary yogis. Even in his
travelling through the universe for pleasure
with his wife, his actual motivation was to
produce good progeny in the service of
Lord Vignu. It is stated in Bhagavad-gita
(6.47), *Out of many yogis, he who is a
devotee of the Lord is a first-class yogtL.”
Kardama Muni is therefore understood to
be an already liberated soul, better than
the conditioned demigods, who also can
travel in space. So although he was en-
joyving with his wife, he was above material
conditional life and transcendental to all
material limitations. That is the verdict of
the Bhagavatam.

HE RETURNED TO HIS HERMITAGE

After showing his wife the different
arrangements throughout the entire extent
of the universe, Kardama Muni returned
to his own hermitage. Despite having such
immense powers Lo travel all over the uni-
verse, Kardama did not claim thai he was
equal to God or comparable- with the
inconceivable energy of the Supreme Lord,
as do some bogus yogis, who cannot travel
in outer space but who simply instruct
sitting postures and take fees from stu-
dents. Kardama Muni remained a devotee
of the Lord, and that is the real position of
every living entity. Finally by his vogic
powers he at once produced nine daugh-
ters through the womb of Devahiiti.
Devahiiti, the sage devotee, bore all these
children on one day, and all were charming
in every limb and breathed the fragrance
of red lotus flowers. Having begotten
children through his wife, Kardama then
prepared to leave household life, home and
his beautiful wife to prosecute Krsna
conscious life, as he had promised. His
real business was always spiritual realiza-
tion, and he did not forget this, even while
travelling in the mansion.

It is described that Devahiti, seeing
Kardama Muni about to leave, was smiling
externally, but she was at heart very
afflicted. The stories in the Bhagavatam,
such as this narration, are nol told for
entertuinment’s sake but are filled with
instructions pertinent for spiritual advance-
ment of life, even while one is within
household life. In the Bhagavad-gita, Srila
Prabhupada writes in a purport (p. 257):
“As for detachment from children, wife
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and house, it is not meant that one
should have no feeling for these. They are
natural objects of affection. But when
they are not favorable to spiritual progress,

then we should not be attached to them.

The best process for making the home nice
is to live in Krsna consciousness. If one is
in full Krsna consciousness, he can make
his home very happy because this process
of Krsna consciousness is very easy. It is
just to chant Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna,
Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, and to take
and accept the remnants of foodstuffs
offered to Krsna, and have some discussion
on books like Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-
Bhagavatam, and engage oneself in Deity
worship. These four things will make one
happy, and one should train the members
of his family in this way. The family mem-
bers can sit down morning and evening
very nicely and chant together Hare Krsna,
Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare/ Hare
Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare
Hare, If we can mold our family life in
such a nice way for developing Krsna
consciousness by following these four
principles, then there is no need to change
from family life to renounced life. But if
it is not congenial nor favorable for spiri-
tual advancement, then family life should
be abandoned. In all cases, one should be
detached from the happiness and distress
of family life because this world can never
be fully happy or fully miserable. Happi-
ness and distress are comcomitant factors
of material life.” Devahiiti asked her hus-
band to wait before going out alone and
entering the order -of sannydsa or re-
nounced life. “My dear brahmana, as far as
your daughters are concerned, they will
find suitable hushands and go away to their
respective places. But who will give me
solace after your departure as a sannyasi?”’
Devahiiti, began to lament that she did not
know that her husband was so advanced in
spiritual realization, and she had been, as a
less intelligent woman, mostly prone to
sense enjoyment in his association. She
pleaded to him, however, that even though
she did not appreciate his glories, because
she had taken shelter of him he must
therefore deliver her from material entan-
glement. 1t is a known fact that association
with a great personality is most important,
and by that means alone one can make
great advancement in spiritual life. Deva-
hati finally realized with whom she was
associating, and she wanted to utilize the
advantage.

Devahuti pleaded so feelingly that
Kardama recalled the words of Visnu to be
compassionate to all, and so he replied,
“Do not be disappointed, O princess, and
just take heart. You are praiseworthy, and
1 tell you that the infallible Supreme
Personality of Godhead will come out
from the womb of your body as yourson.”
Kardama Muni advised his wife to just
engage in devotional service. ““The Person-
ality of Godhead, being worshiped by
vou, will disseminate our name and fame.
He shall be the vanquisher of the knot of
your heart by becoming your son and
spreading spiritual knowledge.” Having
received instruction from her husband,
the bona fide spiritual master, Devahiiti
began to worship the master of the uni-
verse, the Supreme Personality of Godhead
who is situated in everyone’s heart. Con-
cerning the appearance of the Personality
of Godhead as the son of a couple of
devotees, Srila Prabhupada writes: ““The
Supreme Personality of Godhead is the
father of everyone. No one, therefore, is
His father, but by His inconceivable energy
He accepts some of the devotees as His
parents and descendants. The devotee may
ask the Lord to appear as his son. The
Lord is already sitting within the heart of
everyone, and if He comes out from the
body of a devotee it does not mean that
the particular woman becomes His mother
in the material sense. He is always there.
But in order to please His devotee He
appears as her son. In this way the Supreme
Personality of Godhead Madhusiidana, the
killer of the demon Madhu, after many,
many years of worship by Devahiti,
appeared as the son of Kardama Muni,
just as fire comes out from wood in sacri-
fice.” At the time of the appearance of
the Lord, the demigods who fly freely in
the sky dropped showers of flowers out of
their good will, and everyone smiled and
became very satisfied.

DESCRIPTION OF KAPILADEVA

Lord Brahma, chief engineer of the
universe and the father of Kardama, then
appeared to the sage, and after praising his
obedience and instructing him about the
marriage of his nine daughters to nine
greal sages, he described the incarnation
of God who had been born as the son of
Kardama and Devahiti. * Your son, Kapila
Muni, will be characterized by His golden
hair and His eyes just like lotus petals.



Sitting in the yogic dsana called padma-
mudra, His feet resembling lotus flowers,
this incarnation of Godhead, by practical
application of knowledge from the scrip-
tures, will uproot the deep-rooted desire
for work in this material world.” Kapila-
deva’s conclusion, after exhaustive analysis
of the material elements, is the same con-
clusion arrived at in Bhagavad-gita: devo-
tional service. *“‘Just become Krsna con-
scious. Just worship Krsna and become a
devotee of Krsna. That is real knowledge,
and anyone who follows that system
becomes perfect without doubt.”

PRAYER TO KAPILADEVA

Kardama approached the Lord, who was
Lord Visnu Himself and had descended
into his home, and he offered Him obei-
sances. Kardama said, “The householders
are generally negligent, but in spite of that
the Supreme Personality of Godhead has
taken His appearance in their home, just
to support His devotees.” Devotional ser-
vice to the Lord is so sublime that even a
householder can have the Supreme Pérson-
ality of Godhead as one of the members of
his household, as his son, as Kardama
experienced., This is due to the fact that
the Lord is called bhakta-vatsala; He is
inclined to His devotees. Kardama paid
obeisances to the innumerable forms of
the Lord, none of which are material. His
prayer to Kapiladeva is here stated: *I
surrender unto the Supreme Personality of
Godhead who has descended in the form
of Kapila and who is independently power-
ful and transcendental, who is the Supreme
Person and the Lord of the sum total of
matter and the time element, who is fully
cognizant and who is the maintainer of all
the universe via the three modes of ma-
terial nature, and who absorbs the material
manifestation after dissolution. Now I am
liberated from the debts of my father, and
all my desires are fulfilled. Now I wish to
accept the order of a mendicant. Re-
nouncing this family life, 1 shall always
think of You, and thus I shall remain free
from lamentation.”

GOD ENTERED HIS HOME

It is described by His Divine Grace A.C.
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupida that
there are two kinds of devotees of the
Lord. One is called gostyanandi, which

means those preachers who have many
followers for preaching the glories of the
Lord and who live amongst those many
followers just to organize missionary activi-
ties. The other devotees are atmanandi, or
self-satisfied, and do not take the risk of
preaching work. In this class was Kardama
Muni. He remained alone, free from all
anxieties, always moving from door to
door to enlighten people about Krsna
consciousness, The wonderful thing about
Kardama Muni is that the Lord Himself,
as Kapiladeva, had taken birth in his home
as his own son, and yet he was preparing
to leave that home to search out self-
realization. God was present in his own
home, so why should he leave? The answer
is that Kardama was living an exemplary
life just in accordance with the Vedic
authority, which says that one who is a
householder must leave home after his
fiftieth year. Kardama had very rigidly
practiced yoga before his marriage; then
Lord Brahma had ordered him to marry
and beget children as a householder.
Kardama did that also. He begot nine good
daughters and one son, Kapila, so his
householder duty was performed, and
now his duty was to leave. Even though
he had the Supreme Personality of God-
head as his son, he had to respect the
authority of the Vedas. He would travel
all over the world as a mendicant and
always remember the Supreme Personality
of Godhead within his heart and thereby
be freed from all anxieties of material
existence.

Kardama Muni was anxious about his
good wife Devahiiti, and so his worthy
son promised that not only would Kardama
be freed but Devahiiti would also be freed
by receiving instruction from Him. “My
incarnation in this form is especially meant
for persons who aspire to get free from the
entanglement of this material body, and 1
mean to explain the philosophy of Sankhya
in order to disseminate the knowledge of
self-realization to interested people. I shall
also instruct this sublime knowledge to My
mother so that she also can attain the
stage of perfection and self-realization,
ending all kinds of reactions of fruitive
activities. Thus she also will become free
from all fear.”

After the departure of Kardama Muni,
Kapiladeva extensively explained the prin-
ciples of Saikhya philosophy to His
mother. The Bhagavatam states, “By fol-
lowing the principles instructed by Kapila,
Devahiiti soon became liberated from ma-

terial bondage, and she achieved the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, as
Supersoul, without difficulty.” There is a
Vaikuntha planet known as Kapila Vai-
kuntha where Devahiiti was promoted to
meet Kapila and reside eternally, enjoying
the company of her transcendental son.

THE ETERNAL ABODE

The sage Vidura concludes the story of
Kardama, Devahiiti and Kapila by describ-
ing the pastimes of the incarnation of
Kapila. “Kapila, the great sage and Person-
ality of Godhead, later went out from His
father’s hermitage with the permission of
His mother and went toward the northern
side. Even now Kapila is residing there in
trance, and all great teachers of Sarikhya
philosophy are worshiping Him. He is
staying in that position for the deliverance
of the conditioned souls of the three
worlds.” It is stated that these descriptions
are the purest of all things, and whoever
hears or reads these narrations will become
a devotee of the Lord and enter the
supreme abode. END

-
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TRANSCENDENTAL ART

One of the basic principles of Krsna
consciousness is that one may utilize
whatever talent he has in the service of
the Supreme Lord. And it is a symptom of
a bona fide spiritual master that he is
expert in engaging everyone in practical
transcendental devotional service. His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada has thus engaged a number of
very talented artists in the service of the
Lord by asking them to use their natural
artistic inclination in painting pictures of
the Supreme Godhead. According to all
the revealed Vedic scriptures, God is not
formless or void, but on the contrary He
has the most attractive personal form. In
fact He has many transcendental forms.
Krsna appears and expands Himself in
multi expansions and incarnations, and
these are described in Vedic literatures such
as Bhagavad-gita and Srimad-Bhigavatam.

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada has written many
books and continues to translate authori-
tative books about Krsna for the benefit
of all mankind, and he has requested that
this transcendental literature be profusely
decorated with illustrations. His Divine
Grace has also founded many temples of
the International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness, and these are transcendental
centers where men and women may come
and engage in spiritual life by seeing the
form of the Lord. Therefore paintings are
needed in all the temples, as well as for
illustrations in books. For these two rea-
sons an art department has been set up in
ISKCON for production of Krsna-katha
art (art based on the pastimes of Krsna).

If a painting is done according to
authoritative descriptions, it has the same
potency as the Deity. According to the
Srimad-Bhagavatam such paintings, when
painted under authorized direction, in
devotional service, are also considered in-
carnations of the Lord. In other words,
Krsna is personally present in a picture of
Krgna.

His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada first
came to this country in 1965, and he began
at once to engage young artists in painting
pictures to be hung in Krsna conscious
temples. Many of the artists began painting
only in Krsna consciousness, with no
previous formal training. Srila Prabhupada
wrote a letter in April, 1968, to one such
artist, Jadurani Devi, who was feeling
misgivings because she was not a highly

CRRTEN

24 Back to Godhead




developed artist. Srila Prabhupada wrote
as follows: “1 know that pictures in this
country are sold not on the meril of the
pictures but on the reputation of the
arlists. Thal system is also current in
India. But to come to the point of being
a reputed artist will require a long duration
of time, and our time is very short. We
have to finish our Krsna consciousness
during our lifetime, and we should not
waste a single moment for anything else.
According to Cailanya-caritamrla a man
is famous who is known as a great devotee
of Krsna.

“Continue trying your best to make
your pictures as nice looking as possible,
but not to satisfy the senses of the rascal
public. Yesterday I was in a Unitarian
Church, and I saw there two pictures of
logs and bamboos, and then it was ex-
plained to me by our artist Govinda dast
that these are modern art abstract paint-
ings. Anyway [ couldn’t see in them
anything but a combination of logs and
bamboos. There was nothing to impel my
Krsna consciousness. If you want to be a
great artist in that way, 1 will pray to
Krsna to save you. If the public doesn’t
buy, we don’t mind. Why are you anxious
to sell? We shall distribute them to
devotees without any price.

“In the beginning I was seriously cor-
responding with some Indian friends to
get some good mrdanga players for our
sankirtana street chanting, but when I
found it too difficult to get a man from
India, some of my students were given the
rudimentary lessons in playing, and simply
by practice they are now pulling on with
sankirtana parties everywhere. My Guru
Maharaja used to say that in a foreign
land where one cannot speak the language
with the natives very nicely, what does
he do to get help when there is a fire in
his house? In such an emergency one must
express himsell somehow or other to his
foreign friends and get their help to
extinguish the fire. Bul if he wanls to
learn the language first and then talk with
the foreign friends to get help, then every-
thing in the meantime will be finished.
Similarly, if we have to learn and then
paint, it will be a long-term affair. But we
want so many pictures immediately for all
of our books. So all the artists may always
engage in painting works, and that paint-
ing itself will gradually teach them how
to make things nice. Regarding organiza-
tion of the artists, there is no need to
waste time learning art from studying
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texts. We should always remember that
our time is very shorl. I think that our
artists should be salisfied with whatever
they have learned already—that is suf-
ficient. They should simply engage in
painting pictures always, and that will
sufficiently teach them the art.

“In this connection | may remark that
you have senl one picture of Narada Muni
which 1 understand was copied from a
so-called great artist, but Narada Muni’s
body appears to be very sensuous. But he
first-class brahmacari. He cannol
have such a sensuous body. So you will
do well not to work from the so-called
well-known arlists, but you should follow
exaclly the descriptions in the scriptures.
The picture of Narada Muni which you
painted in my presence was very nice and

was a

good-looking, but this picture here doesn’t

appeal to me, Beller not to worry aboul
this sort of technique and style now.”
Srila Prabhupida has guided his artists
tothe transcendental level in art. It is only
by the blessings of the spiritual master that
one achieves any success in spiritual life.
It is said in Bhagavad-gita that the per-
fection of any prescribed duly is to please
Krsna, and one can please Krsna by
pleasing the spiritual master or the pure
devotee of Krsna. Therefore the artists
who are pleasing the spiritual master are

using their talent for liberation. Moreover,
the paintings shown on these pages, which
can be seen in the various publications of
ISKCON Press and in the temples of
ISKCON, not only liberate the artists, but
they also allract other people to the
transcendental form of Krspa. Up to date
the mosl notable effort of the art deparl-
ment has been the production of the fifty-
five illustrations of Srila Prabhupada’s
book, Krsna, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. Srila Prabhupada wrote that
people are attracted to the book simply
on the basis of the pictures, which very
nicely explain the scriptural narrations.
Krsna consciousness is a personal phi-
losophy, and the spiritual master is always
personally thinking ol his artists. Someone
recently complimented Srila Prabhupada
on the fine artwork in his book Krsna,
and he said, “But the persons who painted
these are even more beautiful than the
pictures.” In another letter lo one of his
art students, Srila Prabhupida wrote, *You
may inform the artists that 1 am always
satisfied by their work. 1 am satisfied
only to see that everyone is always
engaged in his respective duties. The teach-
to see that the students are

er wants
engaged in their handwriting work. As to
who is writing with a nice hand, that is the
secondary question. The teacher’s first

duty is to see that everyone is engaged in
handwriting. So if all the artists are always
engaged in painting, that will salisfy me,
and that will gradually make them ex-
perienced in making good paintings.”

While Krspa was being painted, Srila
Prabhupada was sent samples of paintings,
and he commented in a letter Lo one of his
artists: “The art department is doing very
nicely, and surely the production will
improve even more by the grace of Krsna.
You are all being inspired by Krsna how
to portray the Lord and His associates for
thﬂ dc\'Ol('t‘:‘- (f}'l"":‘. S0 t‘\'l‘l‘}'()lll‘ \\']1(] sees
these transcendental pictures will turn to
become a devotee. and that is our aim.”
Srila Prabhupida has seen from the begin-
ning that Krsna conscious art is a strong
and convincing means lo engage people
in Krsna consciousness. He has described
the paintings as shutters which open the
spiritual world for view, and he has re-
quested the artists Lo flood the world with
their paintings.

The authenticity of the paintings de-
pends on the devotees’ scrupulously fol-
lowing the scriptures. Descriplions of the
Supreme Lord are given throughout the
Vedic literature, where His beautiful form
is described in detail. For instance, in a
purport of The Bhagavad-gita As It Is
His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, offer-



ing information from the Brahma-sarmhita,
says, “The ideal yogi concentrates his
altention on Krsna, who is called
Syamasundara. He is as beautifully colored
as a cloud, and His lotus face is as effulgent
a the sun. His dress is brilliant, He is
decorated with earrings, and His body is
flower-garlanded. llluminating all sides is
His gorgeous luster, which ‘is called the
brahmajyoti. He incarnates in different
forms like Rama, Nrsimmha, Varaha and
Krsna, the Supreme Personality of God-
head, and He descends like a human being
as the son of mother Yasoda. He is known
as Krsna, Govinda and Vasudeva. He is
the perfect child, hushand, friend and
master, and He is full with all opulences
and transcendental qualities. If one re-

mains fully conscious of these features of

the Lord, he is called the highest yogi.”
Srila Prabhupida has encouraged the
arlists to work nicely together. He has
said that by painting together and discuss-
ing the subject matter of their work they
will remain in samddhi, or absorption in
constant thought of the Personality of
Godhead. One cannot imagine how for-
tunate one must be to meet a bona fide

spiritual master, for it is only with the
guidance of such a spiritual master that
one can perfect one’s life. The Krsna
conscious art students always scrupulously
follow the descriptions in the scriptures.
Also, the spiritual master, Srila Prabhu-
pida, has often given them additional
descriptions. A team of four artists—
Devahiiti Devi, Jadurani Devi, Muralidhara
Das, and Bharadraja Das—painted the il-
lustrations for Krspa, and they received
many specific instructions, Yor example
in the second volume of Krsna there is a
description in the text of prayers offered
unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead
by the personified Fedas, but there is
not much reference to their appearance.
So the artists asked Srila Prabhupada, and
in a letter of May, 1970, he replied: “The
personified Vedas are just like great sages
in appearance, Some of them may look
like Vyasadeva, Valmiki, Narada, etc. Some
of them are older, some of them are
syounger, some of them have full hair hike
Vyisa because they are householders, and
others are brahmacdris, with shaved heads,
but they are all great souls; paramaharisas,
highly elevated in the transcendental

science. As you suggest, these pictures
will be needed for illustrating a long por-
tion of text describing the prayers. It is a
very important chapter, and it should be
appropriately illustrated. You are very
able to choose suitable subject matter for
the piclures, S0 plcuse execute them care-
fully for Krsna’s satisfaction. If you need
any other information, please write your
inquiry to me, and I shall be glad to give
you the proper direction.” On occasion
the spiritual master has corrected the
artists, as in a letter of 20 August 1970
regarding a picture showing the great sage
Sukadeva reciting Sn'mad-iih&gauatam to
the renowned King Mahirdja Pariksit:
“This picture is not to the point. Sukadeva
Gosvami should be offered a nice raised
throne, and King Pariksit should be sitting
along with the sages on the floor on the
bank of the Ganges. King Pariksit has no
beard. His face should be very nice looking.
He is a young king, between thirty and
forty years of age.” Srila Prabhupada,
however, has also told the artists to work
on their own: “The best thing will be that
you paint pictures to your best discretion.
The controversial points you can send to
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me, and | will send instructions. All of you
are expert painters, so your. mutual deci-
sion for painting a picture is more valuable
than my suggestion. The descriptions are
already given in the books, so it should not
be difficult to take out the points and
prepare a sketch.” Such instructions from
the spiritual master, although seemingly
dealing with artistic techniques, reveal
something of the extent of his philo-
sophical realization. One can acquire tran-
scendental knowledge after thousands of
years of yogic meditation, or one can
receive it in a minute by submissively
accepting the word of the self-realized
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spiritual master. For example a letter of
June 22, 1970, describes how to paint
Lord Visnu, the form of the Absolute
Truth who is seen by a yogi at the very
culmination of his meditation. **Regarding
the cover for The Lord in the Heart, Lord
Visnu should be distinguished by Srivatsa
on His chest. The Kaustubha jewel should
be painted to look like a very precious
jewel. Lord Visnu should be surrounded

by an effulgence emanating from His.

person, The first concentration should be
on the lotus feet of the Lord. They should
be very distinct and very nicely decorated
with jewels, sandalwood and fulasi.”

Transcendental art as shown on these
pages easily attracts one to the form of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
this is the perfection of human life. This is
confirmed in Bhagavad-gitda, Chapter
Twelve, verses 1-2: “Arjuna inquired: ‘Of
those who are properly engaged in Your
devotional service, and those who are
engaged by the impersonal Brahman, the
unmanifested—which is considered to be
the more perfect?” The Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead said: ‘He whose mind is

fixed on My personal form, always engaged

in worshiping Me with great and transcen-
dental faith, is considered by Me to be




most perfect.” ”” Out of His infinite mercy,
the Supreme Lord descends Lo this mate-
rial world for the pleasure of His devotees
and to rescue all living entities who are
dragging on in this temporary world of
miseries.

There is no one as successful as a
disciple who uses his talent to serve Krsna
under the expert guidance of his bona fide
spiritual master. A sincere seeker of God
consciousness  will minimize the
importance of the spiritual master. But
someone may ask, “If God is everywhere,
then what is the need of the spiritual
master?” The answer is contained in a

never

&

comparison of the spiritual master to an
electrician. Electricity is everywhere, but
it is necessary for an electrician to come
and make a connection before one can tap
the electric flow for one’s telephone or
radio. In the same way, God is present in
His multi energies, but the pure devotee of
God knows just how to use these energies
of the Lord in His service. Particularly,
the pure devotee spiritual master can show
transcendental artists how to paint the
personal form of the Personality of God-
head. Because he is completely conversant
with the scriplures and is realized in love
of Krsna, the spiritual master knows all

the intricacies of the appearance of Krsna.
He can authorize an artist’s work so that it
becomes transcendentally worshipable as
an arcd incarnation, or incarnation of the
Lord in material elements, such as in the
form of statuary or oil on canvas. As for
the artists who accepl such eternal employ-
ment, their work becomes transformed
from aimless vanity or from a simple labor
of love inlo the perfection of human
existence—glorification of God through
one’s occupation. Therefore we offer our
respectful obeisances unto the spiritual
master who is coming in disciplic succes-
sion from Lord Caitanya. END
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THE TIME OF DEATH

by Damodara dasa AdhikarT (1SKCON-Washington, D.C.)

I offer my most respectful obeisances
unto His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta
Swami Prabhupada, my spiritual master
and the spiritual master of the universe,
from whose lotus lips has sprung the
eternal message of the Vedas in the purest
line of disciplic succession from Sri Krsna,
the Absolute Truth, through Sri Caitanya
Mahdprabhu and His Divine Grace Bhakti-
siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Maharaja. He
is spreading the teachings of Krsna con-
sciousness around the planet for the bene-
fit of all living entities, and just by his
kindness so many of his faithful disciples
are being delivered from the clutches of
impending death. Please allow me to ad-
dress myself to this subjecl. The death of
the body is an inevitable fact for each one
of us, so let us find out whal the Vedie
literature says aboul this.

The final purport of the Vedas is stated
by the Supreme Lord Krsna in Bhagavad-

git@: “Just surrender unto Me.” (Bg. 18.

66) But surrender is made difficult by our
attachment to the gross and subtle bodily
coverings of the soul. We must control the
various senses and gradually extract our-
selves from the predicament of material
life. In Bhagavad-gita the Lord states: “0O
mighty-armed soh of Kunli, it is undoubl-
edly difficult to curb the restless mind,
but it is possible by constanl practice and
detachment.” (Bg. 6.35) For the yogi this
practice is most st-!vcrcl}r tested al the
time of death. The Supreme Personalily
of Godhead says, “Anyone who quits his
body, at the end of life, remembering Me,
attains immedialely to My nature; and
there is no doubt of this.” (Bg. 8.5)

For example, the Vedic literature cites
the case of Ajamila. Ajamila, who had been
born into a good brahmana family, fell into
bad association after having seen a man
and a woman embracing on a public road,
His lust drew him into worse and worse
circumstances, and finally, and
wretched, he found himself dying and
wenl to the house of the prostitute he
was currenlly favoring. She threw him out
mercilessly, seeing his abject state. e had
no one presenl Lo help him, and so his
thoughts turned to his son, and as he fell
down to die, he called oul his son’s name,
Nardyana. Now, it so happens that
Niriyana is a name of God, indicating
Krsna’s four-armed form. So just by the
potency of the sound vibration of the

sick
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name of God. ullered even in this indirect
manner by the dyving Ajimila, he was not
taken away by the constables of the lord
of death, Yamardja, who were waiting for
him, but instead was transported to the
realm of Vaikuntha, the abode of Lord
Narayana. On the other hand, Bharata
Maharaja, although advanced in spiritual
understanding, thought of a stag at the
time of his sudden death, and he became a
stag in his next birth (although an extra-
ordinary stag who could remember his
previous life’s activilies).

Everyone, from the smallest germ,
known as indra-gopa, up to Lord Indra,
the King of heaven, is subject to the strin-
gent laws of material nature. We are
attempting to win over these laws, but in
fact we are simply becoming more and
more enlangled in illusion’s complexities.
Even Lord Indra himself was once subject
to the influence of the deluding potency.
Indra once became captlivated by the
superior fucilities for sense gratification
available on his heavenly planet, and there-
fore when his spiritual master, Brhaspati,
the guru of the demigods, scolded him,
Indra  acted offensively toward him.
Brhaspati then decided to teach his student
a lesson. He cursed him to take birth on a
lower planet as a pig. Sloshing around in
mud and stool, Lord Indra as a pig felt that
he was enjoyinglife very much. He thought
to himself, “I am very fortunate. Here 1
have my nice sow for sex life, so many
nice piglets, and the farmer serves me
daily with a nice big bucket of stools to
eal. How lucky I am!”™ Meanwhile the
upper planets fell into confusion in Lord
Indra’s absence, and Lord Brahmi flew
down to Indra’s farmyard on his swan to
bring the King of heaven back to his post.
But Indra would not leave: I am very
happy here, thank you.” So, with con-
trolled intelligence, Lord Brahma took his
sword and Kkilled the sow and piglets. *“No!
No! What are you doing?” cried Indra.
“My beautiful wife and children! You
have mercilessly Killed them!” Brahma
then reminded Lord Indra that his death
was going to come next anyway; al that
very moment the farmer was sharpening
his knife for the kill. The King of heaven
was shocked into awareness, and he gladly
returned to his duty as administrative head
of the demigods.

The death of the body is approaching

for all of us. But Lord Krsna begins
Bhagavad-gita by teaching that we are not
the material body. but pure spirit soul.
After conflirming the eternal character of
the individual soul (Bg. 2.12), the Lord
says: “As the embodied soul continually
passes, in this body. from boyhood to
youth and then to old age. similarly the
soul also passes inlo another body at
death. The self-realized soul is not bewil-
dered by such a change.” (Bg. 2.13)

Later in the Gita, the Supreme Person-
ality of Godhead elaborates on this: “From
the highest planet in the material world,
down to the lowesl, all are places of
misery where repeated birth and death
take place. But one who attains to My
abode, O son of Kuntl, never takes birth
again.” (Bg. 8.106)

Why should we go to Krsna’s abode?
We should go there because that is our
natural home. As confirmed in Bhagavad-
gita, this material world is a foreign place
for us, for the soul is made of the same
spiritual energy as Krsna is, and he belongs
in the spiritual sky. Therefore, in order to
enterinto the abode of $ri Krsna, we must
be delivered from the womb of material
nature. We have been impregnated inlo
this womb by Krsna because we desire lo
lord it over dead matter. This is confirmed
in Bhagaved-gita: “The total material sub-
stance, called Brahma, is the source of
birth, and in thal Brahma do
pregnancy. Thus come the possibilities for
the births of all living beings. It should be
understood that all species of life, O son
of Kuntl, are made possible by birth in
this material nature, and that 1 am the
seed-giving father.” (Bg. 14.3-4) After the
living enlities, or jivas, are injected into

I create

mdyd, they lie dormant for some tlime.
Since the living entities come into material
existence due to envy of Krsna, il can be
said that they are in a state of spiritual
death. Spiritual death means to forget that
one is spirit. The conditioned living
enlilies come into the material world due
to a desire to identify with the deluding
energy. Therefore they lie dormant in this
state of spiritual death. Then, after some
time, “‘those jivas who had lain dormant
during the cataclysm are awakened.”
{Brahma-sanihita 5.20);

But it must be admitted that this
awakening is itself illusory, since we are
still within the womb: we have not actual-
ly been born yet. Nor are we awake.
gu]'\ade\-'a Gosvimi says in the Srimad-
Bhagavatam, *“The conditioned souls hover
in a dream of heavenly illusory pleasures,



but actually they do
tangible happiness in this way.”
2.2.2)

What is needed is known as duija, or
second birth. This second birth occurs
when we are initialed by a bona fide
spiritual master. He can deliver us from
illusion, just by his causeless mercy. After
this kind of birth, there is no death any
more—just eternal, blissful life in Krsna
consciousness.

The greal sainls and spiritual masters
can give us advice on the proper method
of passing out of this present body. One
illustrative account is found in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, First Canto, Thirteenth Chap-
ter. The gist of the narrative is as follows.

In the course of losing the Battle of
Kuruksetra, King Dhrtarastra’s one hun-
dred sons, led by Duryodhana, had all besn
killed, and so the aged father was living in
the palace of the victor, King Yudhisthira.
Yudhisthira was very kind to his former
enemy, and, according to the Vedic cus-
tom, he allowed him all the privileges of a
member of his family, regularly paying his
respects to the elderly king every morning.
Dhrtarastra, who had been blind through-
out his life, was thusliving in Yudhisthira’s
palace in peace and fnuldlmess, along with
his wife Gandhari.

This placid domestic scene was not to
continue for long, however. Dhrtarastra’s
brother Vidura, who had left Duryodhana’s
palace just before the great battle, now at
last returned from a long pilgrimage to
holy cities and temples. He had sat at the
feet of his spiritual master, Maitreya Muni,
and thereby received the gracious gift of
absolute knowledge. Vidura was not an
ordinary human being. Actually he was a
demigod, Yamardja, the lord of death, who
had taken birth on this planet as the result
of being cursed by the sage Mandavya
Muni. So Vidura was particularly quali-
fied to ascerlain the flaws in his aged
brother’s present way of life.

Vidura’s arrival at the court of Yudhis-
thira was filled with gaiety. For the mem-
bers of the royal family, it was like regain-
ing consciousness after a long period.
They had been distressed by Vidura’s
absence, and now they all offered their
most respectful obeisances to the great
saint and embraced him heartily, crying
affectionately due to their long separation.
King Yudhisthira arranged for a nice
place for Vidura to sit, and a festive recep-
tion was offered, with sumptuous food-
stuffs for the brother of Dhrtarastra.
After taking sufficient rest, Vidura was

not relish any
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given a comfortable seat, and, after paying
his respects, King Yudhisthira asked him
about Lord Krsna and the Lord’s imme-
diate relatives, the Yadus.

Now, it so happened that the Supreme
Lord Sri Krsna had brought His earthly
pastimes to a close, and He and His rela-
tives had departed for the spiritual sky.
But Vidura did not disclose this unbear-
able news to the assembled devotees. They
were to find out soon enough just by the
laws of nature, and Vidura did not want
to hasten their inevitable distress. Instead
he turned to Dhrtarastra and addressed his
remarks to him directly:

“My dear King, please get out of here
immediately. Do not delay. Just see how
fear has overtaken you. This frightful
situation cannot be remedied by any
person in this material world. My lord, it
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead as
eternal time that has approached us all.
Whoever is under the influence of supreme
eternal time must surrender his most dear
life, and what to speak of other things,
such as wealth, children, land,
home, etc.

“Your father, brother, well-wishers and
sons are all dead and passed away. You
yourself have expended the major por-
tion of your life, your body is now over-
taken by invalidity, and you are living in
the home of another. You have been
blind from your very birth, and recently
you have become hard of hearing. Your
memory is shortened, and your intelli-
gence is disturbed. Your teeth are loose,
your liver is defective, and you are cough-
ing up mucus.

“Alas, how powerful are the hopes of a
living being to continue his life., Verily,
you are living just like a household dog
and are eating the remnants of food given
by Bhima. There is no need to live a de-
graded life and subsist on the charity of
those whom you tried to kill by arson and
poisoning. You also insulted one of their
wives and usurped their kingdom and
wealth. Despite your unwillingness to die
and your desire to live even at the cost of
honor and preslige, your miserly body will
certainly dwindle and deteriorate like an
old garment.

“He is called undisturbed who goes to
an unknown, remote place, and freed
from all obligations, quits his material
body when it has become useless. He is
certainly a first-class man who awakens
and understands, either by himself or
from others, the falsity and misery of this
material world and thus leaves home and

honor,

depends fully on Lhe Supreme Personality
of Godhead residing within his heart.

“Please, therefore, leave for the North
immediately, without letting your relatives
know, for soon that time will approach
which will diminish the good qualities of
men.”” (Bhag. 1.13.18-28)

Because Vidura spoke the truth from the
platform of direct realization, Dhrtarastra
followed his brother’s advice, and he and
his wife both left at once for the Himalayas
and took up yoga practice under Vidura’s
guidance in order to purify their conscious-
ness so that they could be liberated from
the attachments of After
perfecting their austerities, they volun-
tarily accepted death in the fire of myslic
yoga. The yoga which they pt,rformtd.
however, was not sufficient for attaining
the highesl knowledge. Mere liberation is
not sought after by pure devotees of
Krsna. It is not such a great achievement.
Even the most demonic of all living enti-
ties, Hiranyakasipu, was also liberated at
his death, simply because he was killed by
the Personality of Godhead in His form as
Nrsimhadeva. Such is the grace of Krsna
that He awards salvation even to the
lowest of the low, if, through their athe-
istic activities, they are so corrupt as to
necessitate their being annihilated by God
Himself.

Mere impersonal salvation is not con-
sidered worthwhile because it is tempor-
ary. Thus it is on the samelevel as religion,
economic development and sense gratifica-
tion. Only pure devotional service of God
can render the living entity completely
free from birth, death, and old
age. Sukadeva Gosvami says in Srimad-
Bhagavatam, “For those who are wander-
ing in the material universe,
more auspicious means of deliverance than
what is aimed at in the direct devotional
service of Lord Krsna.” (Bhag. 2.2.33) His
Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupada writes in his purporl to this
verse, “Srila Sridhara Svami and all other
dcaryas, like Jiva Gosvami, etc., agree that
bhakti-yoga is not only easy, simple,
natural and free from trouble, but that it

material life.

disease

there is no

is the only source of happiness for the
human being.”

Commenting on the Kind of yoga prac-
ticed h) Dhrtarastra, His Divine Grace
writes: “In olden days such practice was
very common for the transcendentalist,
for the mode of life and character in those
days were favorable. But in modern days,
when the influence of the age of Kali is so
disturbing, practically everyone is un-
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trained in this art of bodily exercise. Con-
centration of the mind is more easily
attained in these days by the chanting of
the holy name of the Lord. The results are
more effective than those derived from
the inner exercise of the life air.” (Bhag.
2.2.19, purport)

So here is a hint for all of us not to be
dissuaded from attempting for spiritual
emancipation. The human form of life is
given to us as a chance to surpass the
hurdle of birth and death. How, then, can
we transcend the material nature at the
time of death? Let us take the example of
King Pariksit.

King Pariksit had offended a sage,
Samika Muni, and the son of that holy
man had subsequently cursed the King to
be killed in seven days by the bite of a
snake-bird. Having been informed of this
by the Muni, the King was in the unique
position of knowing exactly when he
would die, and therefore he Irnlrlt'(lld[(, y
prepared for death. He accepted the news
of his death as “well and good for its being
the cause of his indifference toward world-
ly altachments.” (Bhag. 1.19.4) He left
his palace and sat down tightly on the bank
of the most holy Yamuna River, observed
fasting, and simply depended on Lord
Krsna. As he sat there, the most auspicious
saints and mystics arrived on the scene;
they could foretell what was going to
happen. The demigods, seeing the great
assemblage, scaltered flowers over the
earth. Then at last, Sukadeva Gosvimi
arrived, and he took the most exalted seat
as the chief guest of Pariksit. He is de-
scribed in Srimad- -Bhagavatam as “‘sur-
* rounded by saintly sages, demigods, and
kings, just as the moon is surrounded by
stars, heavenly bodies, and planets in the
sky. He was gorgeously represented in that
manner, and factually he was also respected
by all of them.” (Bhag. 1.19.31)

The King then put a question to
Sukadeva Gosvimi: “You are the spiritual
master of greal saints and devotees. I there-
fore beg to inquire from you the way of
perfection for all persons, and especially
for one who is just about to die.”” (Bhag.
1.19.37)

Sukadeva answered: “The highest per-
fection of human life, achieved either by
complete knowledge of matter and spirit,
by practice of mystic powers, or by perfect
discharge of occupational duty, is to re-
member the Personality of Godhead at the
end of life.” (Bhag. 2.1.6) “Those who
drink through aural reception, fully filled
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with the nectarean message of Lord Krsna,
the beloved of the devotees, purify the
polluted aim of life known as material
enjoyment and thus go back to Godhead,
to the lotus feet of the Personality of
Godhead.” (Bhag. 2.2.37) In the remainder
of the Srimad- -Bhagavatam, Sukadeva Go-
svami tells the King about Sri Krsna, His
energies, His opulences and His activities;
and just by hearing this transcendental
sound vibration, the King was transferred
to the spiritual sky at his death.

Here is the conclusion of the Vedas. The
first principle of spiritual life is hearing,
and Sukadeva Gosvami assures that this is
the most important factor at death. The
hearing must be submissive. One should
not hear in a challenging spirit. In
Bhagavad-gitd Lord Krsna tells Arjuna:
“Because you are never envious of Me, O
Arjuna, 1 shall give you this most secret
knowing which you will be
relieved from the miseries of material
existence.” (Bg. 9.1) Elsewhere the Lord
says, “Thal very ancient science of the
relationship with the Supreme is today
told by Me to vou because you are i\]»
devotee as well as My trwud l]l(,r(,lore,
you can understand the transcendental
mystery of this science.” (Bg. 4.3)

Our attitude towards Krsna and the
spiritual master must not be envious, but
favorable and devotional. Lord Caitanya
prays, “In such a humble state of mind
one can chant the holy name of the Lord
constantly,” (Siksastakam 3) In the Gita
the Lord tells us how lo act in relationship
with the spiritual master: “Inquire from
him submissively and render service unto
him.” (Bg. 4.34)

So, with this in mind, let us hear some-
thing of that supreme destination, the goal
of the bhakti-yogis, described nicely by
Srila Prabhupada in Bhagavad-gita:

“The supreme abode of the Personality
of Godhead, Krsna, is described in the
Brahma-samhita as the cintamani dhama.
That abode of Lord Krspa, known as
Goloka Vrndavana, is full of palaces made
of touchstone. There the trees are called
desire trees, and the cows are called sura-
bhi, and the Lord is served by hundreds
and thousands of goddesses of fortune. He
is Govinda, the primal Lord and the cause
of all causes. There the Lord plays His
flute; His eyes are like lotus petals, and the
color of His body is like a beautiful cloud.
On His head is a peacock feather. So
attractive is He that He excels thousands
of Cupids.” (Bg. 8.21, purport)

wisdom,

The real meaning of eternal deathless-
ness is lo perform devotional service for
the eternal Supreme Lord, and therefore
pure devotees do not even desire to attain
to the Lord’s eternal abode, Krsnaloka, as
just described. Lord Caitanya prays, “O
almighty Lord, I have no desire to accu-
mulate wealth, nor have I any desire to
enjoy beautiful women, nor do I want
any number of followers. What I want
only is that I may have Your causeless
devotional service in my life birth after
birth.” (Siksastakam 4) Similarly the great
@carya of modern times Srila Bhaktivinode
Thakur, offering a poem on the death of a
great devotee, says:

e reasons ill who says that Vaisnavas
die

When thou art living still in sound.

The Vaisnavas die to live and living try

To spread the holy life around.

Devotional service to Krsna is eternal
and cannot die. So the devotees pray,
“Whether 1 attain to Vaikuntha, the
spiritual sky, or whether You wish to send
me to hell, whatever You desire is all
right. I simply pray to always remember
You.” Therefore when the Lord grants
devotional service, it means that death-
lessness is assured. When a devolee Lakes
up Krsna consciousness seriously he be-
comes very dear to Krspa, and although
the devotee may not desire it, his going
back to Krsnaloka is assured.

We urge our readers Lo consider these
topics seriously and with all reason and
cool logic. Srila Prabhupada has said that
actually our desire to live eternally is
indirect evidence that we are actually
eternal by nature. These propositions on
how one can go beyond death by per-
formance of devotional service unto the
Supreme Personality of Godhead are not
mere word jugglery. Death is not the
most wonderful thing; it is life that is
most wonderful, and Krsna consciousness
is real life. Death can be conquered. Krsna
promises that this freedom from death
most assuredly be attained by His
devotees. By becoming purified through
hearing of the Lord from the spiritual
master and by chanting the holy name
of God, the devotees learn to take every-
thing as the mercy of God, and thus they
become eager to serve Him. That change
from material consciousness to God con-
sciousness makes one eligible to enter the
kingdom of God for eternal blissful life.

END
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