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Editorial

GENERATIOCIDE

The world over, students, faculties and/or parents are
in revolt, determined to alter their educational systems.
Generally speaking, governments and school administra-
tions are willing to make small changes, but not the sweeping
ones which will satisfy the opposition. Students For A Dem-
ocratic Society, for example, which spear-headed the Co-
lumbia revolt in New York last spring, has announced it-
self determined tobring down the existing university struc-
ture wholesale—but only in that it represents the entire
American competitive-imperialist system. The SDSmem-
bers have at least recognized the true dimensions of their
struggle, although it seems naive of them to have assumed
that the U.S. is THE enemy of human rights.

The truth is that each and every organization, regardless
of its size or purpose or location, is ultimately brutal,
exploitative and oppressive—including SDS itself—unless it
can see beyond the limits of material life.

Materialism means not merely unbounded acquisitive-
ness. It means the acceptance of material Nature as su-
preme, and therefore assumes that man must work out his
destiny within the bounds of Nature. But Nature, as Darwin
pointed out, imposes an unpitying competition of her own
upon all beings within her grasp. Therefore even the so-
cialist, even the pacifist must kill to prolong his life, must
inflict pain on someone or something (like cattle or chick-
ens) to secure his own pleasure.

The dream of a society without competition, in which
human beings can develop to _their utmost potential, is
natural. It is the gravitation of intelligent beings toward
spiritual awareness—ior spiritual awareness entails re-
lationships of love and happiness, without hatred, envy or
deprivation. But such a spiritual awareness cannot be had
through submission to the brute force of material Nature.
It is only possible—for both individuals and societies—
through the understanding of the distinction between spirit
and matter, and of the exalted position of the Supreme Spirit,
Sri Krishna. This understanding is the fruit of Krishna
conscious meditation upon the Holy Names of God: Hare
Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

There is something stupendous, something real and gi-
gantic and possibly wonderful waiting in the half-shadows
of tomorrow’s dawn for mankind’s young generations. The
question is whether the dawn will break in splendor or
tragedy, whether the young will carry forward the blight
of atheistic ignorance to its awful conclusion in a world of
death, or whether they will turn instead to spiritual en-
lightenment, both glorifying the future and forgiving the
past. .

As far as their stated endeavors to build something finer
and more sane go, we can only applaud and commiserate
with SDS and the many similar student activist groups. But
to accomplish the reality of anew and just society, we must
urge with all sincerity that such revolutionaries add the
practice of Krishna Consciousness to their lives and move-
ments. The rejection not only of materialistic social sys-
tems, but of the entire scheme of material life, isthereal
revolution by which the world can hopeto see a better day.



Paris & Parcels

In September. 1965, A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami—a holy man
in the renounced order of life—landed in New York

and introduced the Hare Krishna movement to the

West. The movement is based on the chanting of the holy
names of God: HARE KRISHNA. HARE

KRISHNA. KRISHNA KRISHNA. HARE HARE HARE

. RAMA. HARE RAMA. RAMA RAMA.
HARE HARE. It has from time to time known great pop-
ularity in India. and now the Swami has set out

to spread its influence in America. By

July, 1966, Swamiji had already attracted enough young
disciples to form the International Society for

Krishna Consciousness, located in the East Village at 26
Second Avenue. In the religious corporation papers.,

it is noted that one of the main purposes of the society

in propogating Krishna Consciousness is “to de-

velop the idea within the members and humanity at large.
that each soul is part and parcel of the quality of God-
head (Krishna)." The present column, devoted

to the activities of the various Krishna Conscious-

ness temples, is therefore named Parts & Parcels in
keeping with the Society’s mission.

New Hare Krishna centers are constantly being opened in
order fo fulfill Lord Chaitanya’s prophecy that

Hare Krishna will someday be sung in every village and
town throughout the world. Our latest center is called
New Vrindaban, and is considerably more

ambitious than any of our past endeavors. Located
outside the Appalachian mountain town of Moundsville,
10 miles south of Wheeling, West Virginia, its

purpose is “to serve as a holy place of transcendental
pastimes, dedicated to Krishna, the Per-

sonality of Godhead.” New Vrindaban consists

of 133 acres of land, including a stream with a water-
fall and bathing ghats, woods, fields, and pasturage;

Site of New Vrindaban, West Virginia: a spiritual city to rise in America.

and a knoll called “Goverdan Hill.” Only

a house and a barn stand there now, but plans for

the future are evolving quickly. As with all

centers of Krishna Consciousness, this one is

not located in the material world, but is spiritual

by virtue of thework done there in devotion to God. Vrin-
daban in India is where Lord Krishna displayed

His childhood pastimes as a cowherd boy, and one
special feature of New Vrindaban is cow protection.
Because of the great endeavor to build a spiri-

tual city in the wilderness, with the dynamic deter-
mination to create a new and perfect human society,
New Vrindaban will not be like the numerous

country club ashrams popular with Yoga groups
nowadays. Hayagriva Das Brahmachary, co-founder
of the project, invites anyone interested to
communicate with him ¢/o the Hare Krishna Tem-

ple at 26 Second Avenue in New York

—Nayana Bhiram Das Brahmachary

RAM IMPORTERS
East India’s Finest Incense, Qils, Books

Yoga, occult & metaphysical books

INCENSE SPECIAL
Three roses—regularly $2.50
with this ad— $1.50
(limited time only) (save $1.00)

Two locations for your convenience
5 St. Marks Place 120 W. 3rd St.
New York, N.Y.
228-4920

FOR FREE CATALOG
write Dept. B




gaggaméh puz’a

This is the topmost opulence

and all the courtiers and fools, jesters, politicos
who ever packed great emperors’ palace rooms,
hobnobbing and scraping before the throne,

are no more than figs to this, the transcendent glory
of my Godbrother Jadunandan and I

sitting before the altar late Sunday,

under the throne of Jagganath Lord of the Universe.

We are servants sitting in the court of

the Supreme. We are here!

Jagganath is worshippable Krishna

—and we are here! All Glories to Jagganath’s kindness!
All Glories to our Spiritual Master, whose mercy has
placed us at Your Lotus Feet, liberated and joyful!
Now, let us refresh You with some service!

—Satsvarupa Das Adhikary
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NAROTLTAMA OAS
Thakur

Although I have come to this human form,
My Lord, I have passed my life uselessly,
I did not care to serve Radha and Krishna
Yet I have swallowed poison carelessly.

Hare Krishna comes straight from Krishna Loka,
But with chanting T have no connection.

Day and night I’m burning in this dark world.
Without working to make the correction.

Lord Krishna has appeared as Sachi’s Son,
Balarama has descended as Nityai.

By chanting, the wretched have all been saved,
Including even Jagai and Madhai.

Oh my dear Lord, O Son of King Nanda,
Together with Brishabanu’s daughter—
“I’ve no shelter but Radha and Krishna,”
Humbly prays Narottama Das Thakur.

—translated by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

A J v A LN T
g ) A
thn:rlc'l]u»slumn.s in[l Llu:h\thmg forsale and rent s nmn -fri. 2 u\\( |3 10

sta;rs at121second avenue between
?th street and st. marks place 533-8470

CATALouC-.E
\¢ ON REQUEST

x
! ELEc-rmc Va-ya .
Teie Guasses =

G Lo- Knu.s'

Burrod§s =2
PoSTEXS (/ﬁ

FREE SPEECH INC.
28 ST. MARKS PL.
NYC, NY10003



ey = 3 & :
® &

, 1 p : ® kS :
- 4 i £ # 2 -

® o - L ]
i L ] % L 5 -
Z : ® ; = 2 ¥ &
: ' ° .
. CONSCIOUSNESS. .
» ; hd h .‘ e
PR | = s % - o -
| 5_ : .® _ ehE .
! * I R ® . .
g | ; 4 : 0
L
o
ST
T L
4 s
L ]
e
@
*e,
5 L
L]
L]
L ]
® -
. ? g
e
L ] ...
@
v 9 @
- + ‘9 . 4 3 .. . "‘ @ Ep i % v E - X
. LR ¥ ¥ - > 3 . . 7 . -
¥ T i _*+ . by AC.Bhaktivedanta Swami
5 '. 5 f & . Lo - i : 5 ’. 5 X
! - e .. ; ’ d % R .
e ' A Py . <
b i, ® . * + Krishna Consciousness is the highest Yoga
. ® i : . . performance by trained devotional P 3 :
% iy i 2 yogis. The Yqga system,; as is statedin .
; .. ; . ; P i i _ mestmdhrdYogapractioeformula__givqn_ ; i
i : * - - ; a1 . ® -cmtim:'ad-_
.. b ' ; . : S °°



by Lord Krishna in The Bhagavad Gita, and as recommended
in the Patanjali Yoga discipline, is different from the nowa-
days practiced Hatha Yoga, as is generally understood in
the Western Countries.

Real Yogd practice means to control the senses and, after
such control is established, to concentrate the mind on the
Narayana Form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri
Krishna. Lord Krishna is the Original Absolute Personality,
the Godhead, and all the other Vishnu Forms—with four
hands, decorated with conch, lotus, club and wheel—are
plenary expansions of Krishna.

In The Bhagavad Gita it is recommended that we should
meditate upon the form of the Lord. For practicing concen-
tration of the mind, one has to sit down in a secluded place
sanctified by a sacred atmosphere, and the yogi should
observe the rules and regulations of Brahmacharya—to
live a life of strict self-restraint and celibacy. Nobody can
practice Yoga in a congested city, living a life of extra-
vagance, including unrestricted sex indulgence and adultery
of the tongue. )

We have already stated that Yoga practice means con-
trolling the senses, and the beginning of controlling the
senses is to control the tongue. You cannot allow the tongue
totake all kinds of forbidden food and drink, and at the same
time improve in the practice of Yoga. It is avery regrettable
fact that many unauthorized and stray so-called yogis now
come to the West and exploit the leaning of the people towards
Yoga. Such unauthorized yogis even dare to say publicly
that one can indulge in drinking and at the same time prac-
tice meditation.

Five thousand years ago, in The Bhagavad Gita dialog,
Lord Krishna recommended the Yoga practice to His disciple
Arjuna, but Arjuna flatly expressed his inability to follow
the stringent rules and regulations of Yoga. One should be
practical in everyfield of activity. One should not waste his
valuable time simply in practicing some gymnastic feats in
the name of Yoga. Real Yoga is to search out the four-handed
Supersoul within one’s heart, and to see Him perpetually
in meditation. Such continued meditation is called Samadhi.
If, however, one wants to meditate upon something void or

_impersonal, it will require a very long time to achieve
anything by Yoga practice. We cannot concentrate our mind
on something void or impersonal. Real Yoga practice is to
fix up the mind on the Person of the four-handed Narayana
Who dwells in everyone’s heart.

THE
SUPERSOQUL

Sometimes it is said that, by meditation, one will under-
stand that God is seated within one’s heart always, even
when one does not know it. God is seated within the heart
of everyone. He is not only seated in the heart of the human
being, but He is also there within the hearts of the cats and
dogs. The Bhagavad Gita certifies this with the declaration
of the Lord: Iswara, the Supreme Controller of the world,
is seated in the heart of everyone. He is not only in every-
one’s heart, but He is also present within the atoms. No

placeis vacant, no place is without the presence of the Lord.

The feature of the Lord by which He is present everywhere
is called the Paramatman. Atman means the individual soul,
and Paramatman means the individual Supersoul. Both Atman
and Paramatman are individual Persons. The difference
between Them is that the Atman, or soul, is present only
inone particular place, whereas the Paramatman is present
everywhere.

In this connection, the example of the Sun is very nice.
An individual person may be situated in one place, but the
Sun, even though a specific individual entity, is present
over the head of every individual person. In The Bhagavad
Gita this is very nicely explained. Therefore, even though
the qualities of all entities, including the Lord, are equal,
the Supersoul is different from the individual soul by quan-
tity of expansion. The Lord or Supersoul canexpand Himself
into millions of different Forms, while the individual soul
cannot do so.

The Supersoul, being seated in everyone’s heart, can
witness everyone’s activities, past, present and future. In
the Upanishads the Supersoul is said to be sitting with the
individual soul as a friend and witness. As a friend He is
always anxious toget the individual soul back to home, back
to Godhead. As a witness, He is the endower of all benedic-
tions that result from the individual’s actions. The Supersoul
gives all facility to the individual soul for achieving whatever
he may desire. But he instructs His friend, so that he may
ultimately give up all other engagements and simply sur-
render unto God for perpetual bliss and eternal life, full of
knowledge. This is the last instruction of The Bhagavad Gita,
the most authorized and widely read book on all forms of
Yoga.

GONSGCIOUSNESS

The last word of The Bhagavad Gita, as stated above, is
the last word in the matter of perfecting the Yoga system.
It is further stated in The Bhagavad Gita that a person who
is always absorbed in Krishna Consciousness is the topmost
yogi. What is this Krishna Consciousness? Just as the
individual soul is present by his consciousness throughout
the whole body, so the Supersoul, or Paramatman, is present
throughout the whole creation by His super consciousness.

‘This super consciousness cannot be imitated by the in-
dividual soul, who has limited awareness: I can understand
what is going on within my limited body, but I cannot feel
what is going on in another’s body. I am present all over my
body by my consciousness, but I am not present in any other’s
body by my consciousness. However. the Supersoul, or
Paramatman, being present within everyone, situated every-
where, is conscious of every existence. The theory that the
soul and the Supersoul are one is not acceptable, because
the individual soul’s consciousness cannot act in super con-
sciousness. This super consciousness can only be achieved
by dovetailing individual consciousness with the super con-
sciousness;and this dovetailing process is called surrender,
or Krishna Consciousness.



From the teachings of The Bhagavad Gita we learnvery
clearly that Arjuna in the beginning did not want to fight
with his brothers and relatives, but after understanding The
Bhagavad Gita, when he dovetailed his consciousness with
the super consciousness of Krishna, it was Krishna Con-
sciousness. A person in full Krishna Consciousness acts by
the dictation of Krishna, and so Arjuna agreed to fight the
Battle of Kurukshetra.

In the beginning of Krishna Consciousness this dictation
of the Lord is received through the transparent medium of
the Spiritual Master.

When one is sufficiently trained and acts with submissive
faith and love for Krishna, under the direction of the bona
fide Spiritual Master, the dovetailing process becomes more
firmandaccurate. At this stage Krishna dictates from within.
From without, the devotee is helped by the Spiritual Master,
the bona fide representative of Krishna, and from within the
Lord helps the devotee as Chaita Guru, being seated within
the heart of everyone.

MYSTLG
POWERS

To simply understand that God is seated in everyone’s
heart is not perfection. One has to be acquainted with God
from within and without, and thus toact in Krishna Conscious-
ness. This is the highest perfectional stage for the human
form of life, and the topmost stage in all Yoga systems.

For aperfect yogi thereare eight kinds of super-achieve-
ments:

e one can become smaller than an atom,

e« one can become bigger than a mountain,

e one can become lighter than the air,

e one can become heavier than any metal,

e one can achieve any material effect he likes (create
a planet, for example),

¢ one can control others like the Lord,

e one can travel anywhere within (or without) the uni-
verse freely,

e one can choose his own time and place of death, and
take rebirth wherever he may desire.

But when one rises to the perfectional stage of receiving
dictation from the Lord, that is more than the stage of the
material achievements above mentioned.

The breathing exercise of the Yoga system which is
generally practiced is just the beginning of the system.
Meditation onthe Supersoul is just astepforward. Achieve-
ment of wonderful material success is also only a step for-
ward. Bul to attain direct contact with the Supersoul and to
take dictation from Him is the highest perfectional stage.

The breathing exercises and meditation practices of Yoga
are very difficult in this age. It was difficult even 5,000
years ago, or else Arjuna would not have rejected the pro-
posal of Krishna. This age of Kali is called the Fallen Age.
At the present moment people in general are short-living
and very slow in understanding self-realization or spiritual
life. They are mostly unfortunate, and as such, if somebody
is a little bit interested in self-realization, he is misguided

by so many frauds. The onlyactual way to realization of the
perfect stage of Yoga is to follow the principles of The
Bhagavad Gita as they were practiced by Lord Chaitanya
Mahaprabhu. This is the simplest and highest perfection
of Yoga practice.

SUPREME
ENOWLEDGE

Lord Chaitanya practically demonstrated Krishna Con-
sciousness Yoga simply by chanting the Holy Names of
Krishna, as they are mentioned in the Vedanta, Srimad
Bhagwatam, and many important Puranas. The largest
number of Indians follow this Yoga practice, and in the
U.S.A. also it is gradually growing in many cities. It is
very easy and practical for this age, especially for those
who are serious about success in Yoga. No other process
can be succesful in this age.

The meditation process in right earnest was possible in
the Golden Age of Satya Yuga because the people at that time
lived for a hundred thousand years on the average.

If you want success in practical Yoga, take tothe chanting
of Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare
Hare/ Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare,
and feel for yourself how you are making progress. One
should know for himself how much he is progressing in Yoga
practice.

In The Bhagavad Gita this practice of Krishna Conscious-
ness is described as Rajavidya, the king of all erudition;
Rajaguhyam, the most confidential system of spiritual
realization; Pavitra, the purestof all that is pure: Susukham,
very happily performed; and Avayam, inexhaustible.

BEARTY
YoGA

Those who have taken to this most sublime Bhakti Yoga
system, this practice of devotional service in transcendental
love of Krishna, can testify to how they are nicely enjoying
its happy and easy execution. Yoga means controlling the
senses, and Bhakti Yoga means purifying the senses. When
the senses are purified, they are also, automatically, con-
trolled. You cannot stop the activities of the senses by
artificial means, but if you purify the senses they are not
only kept back from rubbish engagement, but also they
become positively engaged in transcendental service to the
Lord.

Krishna Consciousness is not manufactured by us through
mental speculation. It is the injunction of The Bhagavad
Gita, Which says that, when we think in Krishna, chant in
Krishna, live in Krishna, eat in Krishna, talk in Krishna,
hope in Krishna, and sustain inKrishna, we return to Krishna

without any doubt. And this is the substance of Krishna
Consciousness.



GREAT SOULS IN KRIShNa CONSCIOUSNESS

MAHAJANS

VALI AND VAMANA

FROM THE SUBLIME SRMAD SHAGHATAM COMES THE NARRATIVE OF WAL/ MAHARAT--ONE OF THE MAHAJANS--THE GREAT

AUTHORITIES INTHE SCIENCE OF GOD REALIZATION..

MWDRA/ CAN YOU HEAR My
HEART POUMDING WITH THE ,
| THRILL OF BATTLE 7 /ADRA.
YOoU AND YOUR DEMI-GODS
ARE DOOMED.

( YES, My pupiL /

WE FLY UNPEFEATED
THROUGH THE VERY S7TREETS
AND cawrmms‘ OF ANDRA'S

[FAVEN .S YOU HAVE

b

ATTACK/ATIACK! OH, SEE
HOW THE CELESTIALS ,
ARE STRICKER! WITH FEAR:

LISTENED HELL TO MY ADVICE !
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FAR BACK IN COSMIC HISTORY THERE WAS A GREAT WAR
N CWHICH VAL MAHARAT, LEADER. OF THE DREADED
ASURAS COMQUEREP THE HEAVENS [N A SHATTERING
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE FORCES OF £/A/ /NVDRA. .
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BEHOLD THE MIGHT
OF OUR AWFUL FOE,
O VRIHASHPATI.f
»  HOW HAS HE GAWED SUCH
-\ POWER, MY TEACHER?
PLEASE, TELL ME/

HE HAS GAINED
KNOWLEDGE OF THE

| ABSQLUTE FROM THE

) RACE OF AS, O
. KING INDRA. ! EXCEPT

: FOR. GQb HMSELE,

NEITHER YoU NORANY

& ) OTHER CAN NQW

DEFEAT HIA\

WRITTEN BY SATSVARURPA PAS APHIKARY
ILLUSTRATED BY JAPURANY DEVY DAS/
LETTERED BY

MADHUSUDAN DAS BRAHMACHARY




®
Y LE HAS ACQUIRED HIS POWERS BY
SACRIFICE TOTHE BRAHMINS--
THE MIGHTY ALL-WISE PRIESTS/

b1

YOU ARE OUR
SERITUAL MASTER, ANDWE

SHALL A?iDE BY YOUR DE-
CISION/ BUT THIS |S{;
NO HAPPY CHOICE!

HE WILL SURELY BE CONSUMED BY HIS
OWN MADMESS INTHE END/
BUT FORTODAY—-IT IS WE WHO
MUST FLEE..

'! l"_'"'!

COME, MY PEOPLE/LET US ASSUME
ANMAL FORMS-~AND L EAVE, THESE
HEAVENS AT OUR WILL /
SURELY--IN TIME --WE WILL.
REGA N OUR PLACE--BY THE
" GRACE OF THE LORD./S

SOON AFTERWARDS, AD/ 77, WIFE OF THE GREAT SAGE KASYAPA,
MOTHER OF INDRA AND THE OTHER CELESTIALS, BEWAILS THE
EXILE OF HER CHILPREN....

I DO ADORE THEE, O HUSBAND. AS YbU
ARE MY GURL, DO BE PLEASED TO
THINK OF MY WELLBEING/ DO 6000

TO MY SONS WHO HAVE BEEN ROBBED:

DO NOT ADORE THE HUSBAND
OR THE SON, FOR THEY HAVE
NO POWER TO HELP YOU, ADITI.

JUST WORSHIP THE WORLD'S TRUE
TEACHER, GOD HIMSELF--SR/ V/J‘HM{/
ONLY 4E CAN LEAD US TO SUCCESS.

I WILL TELL YOU THE
CORRECT WAY TO
PLEASE THE LORD,
{F You S0
DESIRE T/

WITH REVERENCE, ADITI STEADFASTLY FOLLOWS KASYAPA'S

INSTRUCTION'S ki
TR 74/ 7~ sauwmTions unToTHE OnE
=iy LORD, THE INVISIBLE GODHEAD,
- VISHNU/ BE PLEASED BY
MY PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS/|

PLEASED,THE LORD h
S MOST FULLY PLEASED.




MOTHER OF THE GODS, T KNOW OF
YOUR DESIRE TO HAVE YOUR SON
/NDRA REINSTATED/

=T
P " AFTER 12 DAYS OF PENANCE,
g FASTING AND CONSTANT
\CHANTING, ADITI BEHOLDS
THE ALM(GHTY PERSONALIT

] E/ conow To youe |
NG SINLESS HUSBAND,

ASURAS CANNOT

T
BE S0 LASILY AND THINK M

A X )
S YOUR MIND THAT T
BROUGHT DOWN, [t NS A CanTERED e |
F.'AS THEY HAVE 2 ; «* fﬂ Ml ALLWILL |
LEASED THE B SO\, FOLLOW BY MY [

A<\ ARRANGEMENT/

YET, SINCE you

HAVE WORSHIPPED ME,

Z SHALL NOW BECOME
YOUR SOA/-~AND
PROTECT YOU AN

P % YOUR CHILDREN.

SHORTLY....
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“Whatever action is performed by a
great man, common men will follow
iNn his footsteps. And whatever stan-
dard he sets by exemplary acts, all
the world pursues.”

The Bhagavac Gita As It Is, III, 21

ere are some headlines from The
! E I New York Times ona moderately

slow news day (September §,
1968): FATAL BOMBING IN TEL AVIV
STIRS MOB ATTACK ON ARABS; VIO-
LENCE PANEL TO STUDY CHICAGO:
U.S. REASSESSING POLICIES IN
WAKE OF PRAGUE CRISIS; OFF-DUTY
POLICE HERE JOIN IN BEATING
BLACK PANTHERS; KEISINGER
WARNS U.S. ON RUSSIANS—SEES
MILITARY THREAT RISING STEADI-
LY, HE TELLS LLODGE: SPLIT AMONG
MILITARY LEADERSSHAKES ARGEN-
TINA; FIGHTING RENEWED NEAR
SAIGON—ENEMY DEATH TOLL IS PUT
AT 146. These are, of course, only the
more sensational and ominous devel-
opments, those of a somewhat inter-
national character. And, being a slow
news day, very little was printed about
Nigeria’s cruel war with Biafra, about
China’s brutal and enervating Cultural
Revolution, France’s development of
thermonuclear power, that same na-
tion’s student unrest, the continuing
Koreancrisis, the imminent civil war in
Southern Rhodesia and South Africa, the
armed border confrontationbetween In-
dia and China, and the literally innu-
merable other incidents and near-in-
cidents of violence and warfare which
plague today’s world.

Americans of late—and most espe-
cially since the assassination of Senator
Robert F. Kennedy—have taken to
scouring their consciences to determine
if the U.S. is really as violence-ridden
as it seems to be, But events on the
newsironts of the world suggest that
there is no single nation or culture which
has a monopoly on violence or brutality.
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And it is increasingly clear that no na-

tion today is devoid of them.

Dispute—difference of opinion, con-
flict of interest—is everywhere present
in the world at all times. But the resort
to unpitying violence inthe form of riot,
guerilla warfare, armed aggression,
and the threat of holocaust seems es-
pecially rampant now, while respect of
any sort for law and moral order is
disappearing.

Is civilization changing—or dying?
Perhaps the process of change brings
us near todeath, like a catepillar during
metamorphosis. If this is so, thenwhe-
ther in change or the throes of death our
situation remains critical and danger-
ous, and the type of men we choose to
lead us now may well decide the fate of
the human race for many thousands of
years to come.

With this elementary consciousness
of our position in history, let us con-
sider here what sort of men are {it for
contemporary world leadership, what
qualities we ought to seek in them, and
what the aim of their leadership should
be.

ne thing is sure: those who have
®1ed us in the past cannot lead us

today and will not lead us in the
future. This is because the world has
changed. As Marshall McLuhan has in-
dicated, electric technology—and spe-
cifically the rise of the new mass-
media—has irrevocably altered the
course of civilization. It is not only that
warfare has become prohibitively fero-
cious, but that people allover the world
are now linked at least as closely as
most next-door neighbors were a cen-

tury ago. Contemporary manfinds him-
self too much in sympathy with his com-
mon fellows to blithely contemplate
their torture or annihilation by the su-
perbly armed warriors of gigantic
governments—even their own-—much
less to sing rousing battle hymns about
the whole thing.

Perhaps the most striking instance
of the new world unity among men which
is arising can be found in the sponta-
neous student revolts which have sud-
denly afflicted the nations. The first
true generation of the mass media has
determined, it would seem, to tolerate
the “old politics” no more, whether it
can offer a ready, reasonable alter-
native or not. Co-ordination among such
“underground” or youth movements has
generally developed after, not before,
they were set in motion in the various
corners of the globe. Inthis sense theirs
is atrue mass movement, a spontaneous
revolution.

What is the schism between “old”
and “new” politics ? What is its basis ?
Again, McLuhan has pointed out the
situation, though he seems uncertain
himself of the obvious implications.

The “old” politicians are those who
cheer their national flags, sing their
traditional anthems, attend their tradi-
tional churches, make the traditional
pledges during the traditional speeches,
hate their traditional enemies, and offer
peace and prosperity for their people.
The old politics, in a word, is nation-
alism.

Nationalism, or sectionalism, is the
obvious cesspool from which the dis-
eases of war and famine arise. It is,
to be sure, the bedrock of the United
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Nations and the cornerstone of our mod-
ern governments’ world views. Yet it
is the realreason people starve in India
while the U.S. pays its farmers not to
produce, and itis the glaringly apparent
reasonwhy Russia and the United States,
under the absurd banners of “world”
communism and democracy stand ready
to obliterate life on this planet. Nor is
any detente likely to change matters in
the long run, even if a temporary nu-
clear accord can bereached. For other
nations want power too, and the fact
that it is simply power to destroy blind-
ly—and entails inevitably being des-
troyed in turn—does not deter them.
Thus France and China are anxious-
ly, avidly joining in the H-bomb race,
and others can be expected to do so in
the near future—Israel, West Germany,
India, Italy, Japan.

ationalism is the old politics be-
Ncause it views men with narrow

common interests as kindred, to
the exclusion of others, and because it
sanctions all the evils that men can work
upon one another, so long as the victim
stands outside one’s own community.
But electric technology has made the
world one community, and so the old
lines of thought cannot apply. National-
ism is the politics of ignorance and
ceaseless war, of misery, greed, rape,
murder and starvation. Electric tech-
nology—the television, the photo-filled
newspaper and the movie house—do not
permit the sort of insulation and indif-
ference to such things that a single sim-
ple headline used to allow. And they
tend to break down the degree of cal-
lousness—of alienness—that men of dif-
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ferent nations used to be able to feel
toward one another. :

We are, by virtue of modern tech-
nology, one world family with a thou-
sand governments, and this is the can-
ker that rots us. The “new” politics,
then, the politics by which we must be
guided if we are to survive, is not just
a matter of personal integrity, as the
popularity of Eugene McCarthy and
George Wallace in America seems to
clearly indicate. It is true that the un-
pitying camera cannot help but reveal
liars and frauds, as ithas done for many
during the current presidential race in
the U.S., but this is only the beginning,
only the first fruit of electric techno-
logy. The realand ultimate result is the
consciousness within the minds of the
world’s people that they are one and not
many.

And the new politics canthen be seen
to be the politics of world unification,
the politics of a higher consciousness of
brotherhood transcending the limits of
race, nation or creed.

enghis Khan wrote a lawbook by
@which he hoped to perpetuate the
world government which his tre-
mendous conquests had established. Al-
though himself a nomadic shamanist, it

is interesting to note that the first of
the laws in his “Yassak” reads:

It is ordered tobelieve that there
is only one God, creator of hea-
ven and earth, who alone gives
life and death, riches and poverty
as pleases Him—and who has over
everything an absolute power.

The Mongol warlord understood, as all
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the great men who have attempted to
unite the world under one government
have understood, that without a prin-
ciple transcending earthly ties—thatis,
transcending sectionalism—no univer-
sal government could endure. As Napo-
leon put it: “No society can exist with-
out morality; there is nogood morality
without religion.”

The reader may wonder if I meanto
hold up Genghis Khan or Napoleon Bona-
parte as examples of the world leader
required by our times. The answer is
no. First of all, though the Mongol’s
concept of world government was in
many ways admirable, events most cer-
tainly demonstrated him a failure, for
his empire did not endure, much less
continue to expand, long beyond his
death. Like Machiavelli, he conceived
that men are best ruled by fear as op-
posed to love, and it was with this con-
viction that he initiated his campaigns
of terror against the peoples of Asia
and Europe. What we need today is nei-
ther a terrorist nor a Machiavellian,
for the mass media no longer permit
such extravagances within the human
community. Indeed, dissimulation and
terrorism are the very things now to be
cast off by the human race if it is to live.

Again, Napoleon’s hopes of uniting
Europe foundered ontwo principles: the
first being his own self-interest, the
second his irrepressible tendency to
place France and her people at the fore-
front of the world. He made France not
the liberator but the despoiler of those
who had suffered under the abuses of
the Old Regime, and in the end it was
the people, not the rulers, of Europe
who defeated him.

(continued)

hy Rayarama Das Brahmachary
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The world leader required by our
times—the man or men for whom his-
tory and technology have conspired to-
gether to set the stage—cannot be a
Frenchman or a Mongol, nor an Ameri-
can, Chinaman or Russian. He must
stand above the degignations of section-
alism, and he must be able to elevate
the people of the world with him. And
he must have at heart not his own ag-
grandizement, but the true and tran-
scendant welfare of all the people of the
world.

hese are not ordinary qualifica-
@tions, and they are not found in
men the way that Napoleon’s mi-

litary genius or Augustus’s administra-
tive skill were found. They must be
consciously, intentionally developed.
Everyone accepts certain designations
of family, race, religionand nationality
from birth, without question. Even
where one of these concepts is absent,
" another is present. But the true univer-
salist cannot accept such exclusive de~
gignations. He must be capable of going
beyond these things, he must be capable
of comprehending the essence of the life
force itself. In other words, he must be
a man with knowledge of spiritual, or
absolute, existence—a self realized
soul. And this self realization is a mat-
ter of serious personal determination.
I we examine the causes of nation-
alism, we will see that it stems ulti-
mately from the identification of one-
self with the body. The body is born in
a particular place, with certain rela-
tionships, loyalties, debts and duties
already existing to absorb one’s inter-
est. But the relationships of the body,
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Spiritual knowle

absolute require

like the body itself, are all ephemeral.
One who accepts himself as having no
spiritual existence beyond the space-
and-time limits of the body cannot pos-
sibly avoid identification with one or
another of the exclusive groups to which
his body belongs. He cannot, therefore,
be a true world leader.

The point tobe noted is that spiritual
knowledge is the requirement—the ab-
solute requirement—for the man who
would unify our world, establish peace
and justice and, still more, happiness.
I say it is the absolute requirement be-
cause without it such great men as Al-
exander, Genghis Khan, Napoleon and
who knows how many first-rate admi-
nistrators, executives, humanists, au-
tocrats and demagogues have failed to
do the job. For, though the Mongol and
the Corsican correctly realized that
religion was the ultimate means of uni-
fication, they were themselves not truly
religious. They sought to use religion
to cement together their empires, and
here lay their basic error.

Religion must never justify its exis-
tence by service to a state or society,
nor allow itself to be prostituted in that
way. Religion is not a means to a stable
society. It is a pathway to knowledge of
God, it is the means of developing love
of God. It is liberation from material
existence, not a material device or ad-
justment. When it loses this orientation,
when religion no longer serves tobring
the individual to direct experience of
the existence of God, then itisfalse and
useless—a true opiate of the people.

The religion from which a stable and
happy society springs is not, oddly e-
nough, the false, society-oriented re-

ligion. Such a religion is ever the har-
binger of revolution and disintegration,
as witness Christendom these last few
hundred years. Only the true religion
which strives, and exhorts mankind to
strive, after face-to-face knowledge of
God can actually bring about peace and
stability in the world. One who does not
himself believe in God—much less know
Him by his own serious devotional en-
deavors—cannot, therefore, create un-
ion among men by means of religion.
Such leaders offer only the tradition,
the hollow tasteless husk of a creed,
and it is in turning from this in search
of something better that the world so
often finds itself in ferment.

" The truth is that it is society which
must be made to justify itself in terms
of the spiritual advancement of its peo-
ple, as both Gandhi and Toynbee have
foreseen. And the world leader who will
succeed in uniting the human raceis the
man who can affect this change in dis-
position. He cannot be a man interested
in self-aggrandizement, for knowledge
of God leads one to glorify God only, to
serve and love and obey God only. Nor
can he be a man of any section, with
any special, narrow interesi to serve,
for God is one without a second, as He
is described inall the world’s authentic
Scriptures; and all that exists is His.
All beings without exception belong to
Him, are His beloved children, and
therefore must be treated with the ut-
most regard, and must be offered the
full happiness and peace of spiritual
perfection.

One with this consciousness of God
as the Supreme Father of all, as the
Possessor of all and the Friend of all,
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is fit for world leadership today, and
only sucha spiritually advanced person
can hope to overcome the strictures of
sectional interest in establishing the
world union which electric technology
has made practical, and history es-
sential, for our survival.

here are, and always have been,
'ﬂ.innu merable doctrines of a grand

and sweeping nature which call
for peace, disarmament, brotherhood,
and harmony, but modern history has
not found one which will work. Neither
communism, socialism, capitalism,
totalitarianism, democracy, nor what-
ever is really acceptable for the wel-
fare of all. If communism excludes in-
dividual enterprise, capitalism is a
system for the exploitation of the poor.
And no scheme, whether economic or
political, has taken account of the wel-
fareof living beings other than humans.
Based ultimately on personal avarice,
existing only to adjust the exploitation
of the world’s wealth for the benefit of
many or few, such grand andall-inclu-
sive world views falter at one point or
another, such as Russian national pre-
dominance within the communist move-
ment, or American—and before that
British—industrial hegemony among the
democracies.

The present writer, however, has
no such scheme to offer. The Krishna
Consciousness movement which Iserve
has indeed a dialectic, and what’s more
an outright science of societal organi-
zation, but the point and essence of this
essay is that the world cannot be “saved”
—that is to say unified—by schemes.
It must be saved by men, and only men

who have made themselves perfect in
the science of God realization are fit
for such a task. To be perfect in God
realization means to have purified one’s
consciousness from the false designa-
tions of the material concept of life. and
to haverisen tothe platform of spiritual
awareness. Such awareness is univer-
sal in scope. and does not recognize the
petty and vicious pretensions of sec-
tional society, nor even of human so-
ciety as opposed to other life forms.
This purification of consciousness
has been outlined scientifically within
the context of the Vedic Seriptural writ-
ings of India. and it is to these Scrip-
tures that the leaders of tomorrow's
world must look if they are to achieve
therequired consciousness of universal
love. Other Scriptures are, to be sure,
not excluoded by such a study. and it is
exactly because they areall-inclusive,
rather than exclusive, that the Vedic
writings have real value for us now.
The Vedic wisdom can be summa-
rized in a simple phrase: The single
worthwhile goal of life is to develop
love of Godhead. And the system for the
development of thatlove is presentedin
many different ways. Especially rec-
ommended for this age. where the
strains of life seem not reduced but
magnified by electric technology, is the
chanting of the Hare Krishna Mantra—
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna
Krishna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare
Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare. By
constant repetition of this transcenden-
tal sound vibration it is possible to
arrive at the position of purifiedaware-
ness of God. Such an awareness ne-
cessarily entails awareness of the eter-

nally existing relationships betweenall
creatures and their Creator, and there-
by endows one with the intelligence re-
quired for true world leadership.

This is a scheme not for societies
so much as for individual people, and
its value lies here. For if the people,
individually, can find satisfaction, ful-
fillment and happiness in the advance-
ment of spiritual life, then society will
necessarily be peaceful and stable.

We can therefore see that a perfect
society is a natural and inevitable by-
product—but not the goal—of true re-
ligion. And the world leaders of tomor-
row are those who will encourage the
people in this pursuit of God conscious-
ness—and who will themselves pursue
it, thereby offering their lives as ex-
amples.

The business of such world leaders
can be outlined simply:

e to pursue with heart and soul the
quest for personal fulfillment in de-
votional service to God,

e to unify the worldunder one govern-
ment,

e to institute a system of law based
on spiritual goals, which will have as
its guideline the great Scriptures of the
world,

e and to create an atmosphere of God
consciousness for the actual benefit of
all beings.

Utopian? Electric technology has
made each one of these goals wholly
practical, while the outcries of the new
generation for a way of life more sane,
more hopeful and more intimately ful-
filling show that the human race is

ready, if not waiting.

the man who

would unify
our world.
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photos and story
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rishikesh

RIGHT: RISHIKESH, NESTLED IN THE FOOTHILLS OF THE HIMALAYAS, FAC-
ING OUT ACROSS THE GANGES RIVER; BELOW LEFT: NRISHINGHA DEVA,
THE HALF-LION HALF-MAN DEITY AT A TEMPLE IN RISHIKESH; BELOW
RIGHT: THE LAKSHMAN-JHULA FOOTBRIDGE WHICH ALL PILGRIMS TO Ri-
SHIKESH MUST CROSS. IT SPANS THE GANGES FROM THE CLIFFS OF LAK-
SHMAN-JHULA TO SWARGASHRAM.
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Formerly Rishikesh was a special retreat
of the “sadhus,” the saintly wise men, re-
served for “tapasya,” the performance of
austerities. But today this type of medita-
tion has been replaced by the singing of sac-
red mantras and hymns during joyful gather-
ings known as Kirtans. Entire families at-
tend and participate, and all throughout the
day the town’s atmosphere is enlivened by
this singing.

In the authentic, carefully preserved
Vedic writings called “Shastras,”or Scrip-
tures, there is a prophecy regarding the pre-
sent age of industry and science, and a spe-
cial mantrais offered for God realization in
this era: HARE KRISHNA, HARE KRISHNA,
KRISHNA KRISHNA, HARE HARE/ HARE
RAMA, HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA , HARE

HARE. And so by following a natural ten-
dency to sing and dance, people are able to
act in accordance with the Scriptures, and
thus make progress inspiritual understand-
ing while they enjoy life.

Much of the population of Rishikesh is
made up of pilgrims, visiting this as one of
a series of holy places in the area of the
Himalayas. Everyone takes a dip in the
sacred Ganges before retiring to rooms pro-
vided free of cost to weary travelers by the
different temples. Whether rich or poor, no
distinction is made. There are many such
places in India, maintained by the wealthy
for the spiritual upliftment of the popula-
tion in general. This principle is quite firm-
ly established throughout the country, and
is one of the main causes for the existence




of a more spiritually oriented population.
The most common Indian has some know-
ledge of the existence of the spirit from which
consciousness emanates, and is trained to
act, in some way, to uplift himself to the
spiritual platform. The result is a genuinely
happy people, for all that one is led to be-
lieve in the West; and a population with a
deep sense of security as well—which may
surprise many westerners, but is quite true.

How the sacred Ganges came into being
makes a verynice story: Vamana, the Dwarf
Incarnation of God, kicked a hole with His
foot in the shell of the universe, and a drop
of the Causal Ocean leaked in. This droplet
was caught by Lord Shiva, a powerful demi-
godand great devotee of the Lord. Shivakept
it in his hair for some time and then released

it, and it became the River Ganges, which
runs down through all the fourteen worlds.

In the early morning and evening hours
at Rishikesh the hills ring with bells, an-
nouncing the temple worship of Lord Narayan
and Lord Sri Krishna, two forms of the Su-
preme God. People rise with the sun and
flock to the temples to see the performance
of a ceremony where symbolic items—the
five-light gheelamp, the water-filled conch,
anda pretty folded handkerchief—are passed
before the deities’ eyes, along with the
chanting of Sanskrit mantras and verses of
praise.

The deities are called “Archa Vigraha,”
a form of incarnation of God. They are made
in the image of God, according to the de-



LEFT: PARAMATMAN NAKIRTAN TEMPLE, FAMOUS FOR ITS LIFE-SIZE
WAX STATUES OF THE DEITIES, SAINTS AND YOGIS, SOME OF WHICH
CAN BE SEEN HERE IN NICHES ALONG THE WALL; BELOW LEFT: PILGRIMS
REFRESH THEMSELVES IN THE COOL, SACRED WATERS OF THE GANGES;
BELOW RIGHT: FAMILIES MAKE ABLUTIONS IN THE GANGES AT DAWN.




RIGHT: THE FIRST PHOTO EVER PERMITTED OF THE SUBLIME DEITIES AT
SWARGASHRAM, A TEMPLE COMPLEX ACROSS FROM RISHIKESH. THE
DEITIES ARE, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: KRISHNA, RADHA, NARAYANA ,
LAKSHMI, RAMA AND SITA; BELOW RIGHT AND LEFT: A ""PUJARI" OR

PRIEST PERFORMS “ARTI,” FORMAL WORSHIP OF THE LAKSHMI-NARA-
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scriptions of Him found in Scripture, and
He enters into their forms in order to ac-
cept the worship of His devotees. The deities
are carefully attended, exactly like living
persons: they are fed, bathed, clothed, and
offered beds for taking rest.

The temple ceremony ends with the
splashing of the ceremonial waters on the
crowd. Just raise your hand and the “Pu-
jari,” the priest, will give you a liberal
sprinkling. Then there comes distribution
of delicious sweets called “prasadam, ”food
which has first beenoffered toand accepted
by the deities. During this distribution the
deities are fanned and given rest. Everyone
then returns to his ordinary business, in-
spired by the sight and worship of the deities.
And everyone will surely return again and

again to experience that inexplicable feeling
of goodness from having stood in the sacred
presence.

The deities are sometimes considered to
be like clocks: The clockis arepresentative
of time, and by looking at the clock onecan
seetime. Evenif he destroys his clock, how-
ever, and cannot see it, time itself is not
destroyed.

Rishikesh is a heaven in itself, and the
beautiful Deities at Swargashram, a temple
situated on a nearby peninsula along the
Ganges, make it even more perfect, with
God Himself to preside over it. It isa place
of matchless scenery, and a place where

the soul is at home.






by Subal Das Adhikary

here are three classes of transcendentalists, according

to the degree of realization of the Absolute Truth. One
class of transcendentalists are the devotees, who have real-
ized the Absolute Truth to be the Supreme Person, or God.
A second class of transcendentalists are the yogis, who have
realized the Supersoul Feature of the Absolute Truth, or
all-prevading consciousness. And the third class of trans-
cendentalists are the philosophers, who generally can only
realize the impersonal feature of the Absolute.

Bhagavan, the Supreme Person, is held tobe the ultimate
in the Absolute Truth, according to the Vedic writings, which
define and delineate the aspects of the Supreme in systematic
and scientific fashion. Paramatman, the Supersoul, is a
partial manifestation of the SBupreme Person, and Brahman
is the glowing bodily effulgence of the same Supreme Person.

Impersonal Brahman realization is often compared to
knowledge of the sunshine. A higher realization is tounder-
stand that there is a localized sundisc;and the study of that

THREE

FEATURES

OF THE

ABSOLUTE

feature is compared with knowledge of the Supersoul. The
highest realizationis to know of the sun planet and its inner
workings, This compares with intimate knowledge of the
pastimes of the Supreme QOriginal Person, Sri Krishna.

These three features of the Absolute Truth are simply
different perspectives of the same One Reality, according
to the angle of visionof the seer. From a distance a moun-
tain may appear to be a gray cloud, but as we get closer to
it we can distinguish different features, such as villages,
rivers, or wooded areas. And, when we have reached the
mountain, we can distinguish individual blades of grass,
rocks, and animals,

When we realize the Supreme Person, this includes reali-
_zation of His partial manifestation and of His effulgence,
both being emanations from Him. However, simply realizing
His effulgence, or partial manifestation, does not include
realization of His Personal feature. In The Brahma Samhita,
one of the most important Vedic Scriptures, it is said:

1 worship Govinda, the Primeval Lord, only the tip

of the toe of Whose Lotus Feet is approached by the
yogis who aspire after the franscendental, betaking
themselves to Pranayama [breath control| by drilling
the respiration: or by the jnanis [philosophers |, who
try tofind the non-differentiated Brahman through the
process of eliminationof the mundane, a process ex-
tending over thousands of millions of years.

Realization of Brahman or of Paramatmanis, therefore,
incomplete realization, and the systems of Yoga and philo-
sophical reasoning are also incomplete. That the only way
to know the Supreme Absolute Truth perfectly is through
devotion is the message of The Brahma Sambhita, as it is
of all the great Vedic Scriptures which have come down fo
us from the remotest antiquity.

BRAHMAN

The impersonalists generally cannot realize the spiritual
focus of the Supreme Person. Being frustrated in one’s at-
tempts at sense gratification on the materialistic sphere,
“by the process of elimination of the mundane,” that is, by
saying ‘“not this, not that,” (neti, neti) one may “try to find
the non-differentiated Brahman.” Intellectually, through
reason and logic, one speculates onthe Absolute Truth. Due
to a poor fund of knowledge, however, such a philosopher
o tends to misinterpret the Scrip-
tures, and comes to deny the Per-
sonal feature of the Lord. This
process can go on for “thousands
of millions of years,” as the soul
progresses frombirth to birth to
birth. Finally, after achieving
realization of the non-differenti-
ated Brahman, the Absolute Na-
ture he tries to merge with It, de-
siring to lose his individuality—
to become God. This is called
spiritual suicide, because we are
all eternally individual living en-
tities. This absolute individuality
is confirmed in The Bhagavad
Gita, by far the most widely re-
vered of all the Vedic Scriptural
texts, in the words of the Supreme
Person Himself:

In fact, there never was a time when I was not, nor
when you and all these kings were not, Nor hereafter
shall We cease to be,

Again:
The soul is never born, nor does it die; nor does it
exist by coming into being. For it is unborn, eternal

everlasting and primeval; even though the body is
slain, the soul is not.

Further, in The Brahma Samhita, it is said:

The same soul is eternal and exists for all eternity,
without any beginning, joined to the Supreme Lord by
the tie of eternal kinship.

It is possible to “merge” with the impersonal Brahman,
and to temporarily suspend our individuality. If we see an
airplane fly very high into the sky, it may go out of our sight

(continued)
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and thus seem to have merged with the sky. However, the
fact is that if the airplane does not land on another planet,
it must again return to earth. Similarly, if we do not reach
one of the innumerable transcendental planets within the
spiritual sky, we must again at some time take our birth in
this material world.

It is the nature of the individual soul to be situated on a
planet, be it material or spiritual. In this way he can enjoy
the variegatedness of life. Spiritual variegatedness, we
should understand, is far superior to its material reflection.
Variety is, after all, the basis of pleasure and happiness.
And the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krishna, is known
as Sat-Chit-Ananda Vigraha, “eternity andbliss in the fullest
perfection.” When we realize the impersonal Brahman, we
realize only His Eternal (Sat) quality, without approaching
the Knowledge (Chit) and Bliss (Ananda) aspects of the Ab-
solute.

THE OPULENCE OF GOD

The impersonalist further thinks that he can become God
by merging with the impersonal Brahman. This is a danger-
ous form of atheism. The thought that someone can become
God should be seen as patent nonsense. Is God so insig-
nificant that a dog can become God? God must be eternally
God, and we are eternally His parts and parcels—His ser-
vitors. Qualitatively we are indeed the same as God—one
with Him, as is frequently said—but quantitatively there is
a vastdifference. The Vedic wisdom says that Krishna, God,
possesses six opulences in full: all wealth, all fame. all
beauty, all power, all knowledge and all renunciation. We
also possess these six opulences, but in very minute quan-
tities. If anyone can actually show that he possesses these
qualities in full, then he must be accepted as God. If not,
then he has no claim to divinity. If youclaim tobe God, then

you must demonstrate that you are God, and not simply live
like a dog.

The qualities of Krishna, the Godhead, have also been
seen as sixty-four in number by great sages. And the living
entity is said topossess 78% of these qualities. He can never
possess all 100%.

Now, if we say we are God, but that we have temporarily
forgotten, this is also insubstantial. God never forgets. If
God were subject to forgetfulness or Maya, Illusion, then
Maya would be more powerful than God. So what thenwould
be the meaning of the word “god”?

Wanting to become God is the very cause of our downfall
into the material existence. We must realize that we are
always subservient to God. We are eternally His infinites-
imal parts and parcels. It is because we are so infinitesimal
that we are subject to delusion by the material energy of the
Lord. He, however, is always transcendental and in full
control of His illusory energy, even when He appears a-
mongst us, as He sometimes does. This is confirmed in The
Brahma Samhita by the following two verses:

The Lord of Gokula [Krishna|is the transcendental
Supreme Godhead, the Own Self of Eternal Ecstasies.
He is superior toall superiors, and is busily engaged
in the enjoyments of the transcendental realm, and He
has no association with His mundane potency.

Again:
The external potency, Maya, who is the shadow of the
Chit [intelligence|potency, is worshipped by all people
as Durga, the creating, preserving agency of this mun-

dane world. But I adore the Primeval Lord Govinda,
in accordance with Whose will Durga conducts herself.

If we take a dropof water from the ocean and analyze it,
(continued)
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we will find that its chemical composition is the same as
that of the ocean. In the same way, we are microscopic
samples of God, but can we say that the drop of water is the
ocean? In the Upanishads, the measurement of the spirit
soul is given as one ten-thousandth the ultimate tip of a
hair. Yet, we tend to become so inflated as to claim to be
God. We are like sparks from a fire. The sparks are in-
deed fire, but when they fly out of the fire they are subject
to extinction. Similarly, we can only remain in our tran-
scendental position by remaining in contact with Krishna, the
Supreme Whole.

YOGA
Through practice of the eightfold Yoga system—Astanga
Yoga, that is, which consists of posture, controlling the
breath, concentration, meditation, etc.—the yogis can
realize the partial manifestation of the Supreme Person,
Which is known as the Supersoul, or Paramatman. This
Paramatman is situated in everyone’s heart as the indwelling
Witness and Guide. In the Upanishads the relationship be-
tween the individual soul and the Supersoul is compared to
two birds sitting in one tree. One bird is eating the fruit of
the tree, while the other bird simply sits and watches. The
individual soul is compared to the eating bird, and the
Paramatman to the bird who is watching. The Paramatman
witnesses all our actions, and awards us the fruits of these
actions:
That Supersoul enters into the bodies of the created
beings and, according to the modes of material Na-
ture, causes the living beings in different bodies to
enjoy, by the subtle mind and the effects of Nature.
(Srimad Bhagwatam 1:2:32)

He is alsowaiting to help us go back to home, back to God-
head, should we decide to turn to Him for guidance. He is
our dearmost Friend. But the conditioned souls have chosen
to ignore Him. Still, He is so kind as to stay with us con-
stantly, and totry converting us to our real and happy state.

Realization of the Supersoul is a step higher than reali-
zation of the impersonal Brahman. It recognizes both eter-
nity (Sat) and knowledge (Chit). Yet the bliss, Ananda, of
full spiritual realization is still missing. Narada Muni, a
very great saint, says in The Srimad Bhagwatam:

It is true that by practicing restraint of the senses in
the Yoga system one can get relief from the distur-
bances of desire and lust; but that is not sufficient to
give the satisfaction tothe soul which is derived from
devotional service tothe Personality of Godhead. Only
devotional service to the Personality of Godhead can
fully satisfy the soul, by developing love of Godhead,
unalloyed Prema, which is the perfectional stage of
life.

In the Sixth Chapter of The Bhagavad Gita, Krishna de-
scribes the Yoga system toArjuna, and Arjuna rejectsitas
being too difficult. Arjuna was such a very intelligent man
that he understood The Bhagavad Gita in about an hour, as
it was spoken to him by Lord Krishna on the battlefield of
Kurukshetra. Today men are studying The Gita for lifetimes
and still cannot understand it. Also, Arjuna had the quali-
fication of being Krishna’s friend and devotee. Yet he said:

O Madhusudana [Krishna], the system of Yoga which
You have summarized appears impractical and unen-
durable to me, for the mind is restless and unsteady.

For the mind is restless, turbulant, obstinate and

very strong, O Krishna, and to subdue it is, it seems

to me, more difficult than controlling the wind.
(continued )
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If the great-souled Arjuna rejected this systemas being
too difficult for him 5,000 years ago, how can we, who are
far inferior to Arjuna and who are living in an age that is
very unconducive to spiritual practice, hope to perfect this
system of Yoga ? Qur duration of life is shortened, we have
poor memory, meager intelligence, and are unfortunate in
s0 many ways. This Yoga system was the recommended
means for spiritual realization in the “Satya Yuga,” or Gold-
en Age of a long-gone antiquity. Now we are in the midst
of a new age, called “Kali Yuga,” which is characterized
by quarrel, chaos, and heavy iron industry. And for reali-
zation in this age the chanting of the Holy Names of God is
recommended by many authorities and Scriptures. Accord-
ing to Lord Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, Who appeared some 500
years ago in India:

In the Age of Kali there is noother religion thanglori-
fying the Lord by utterance of His Holy Names, and
that is the injunction of all the revealed Scriptures.

In Satya Yuga, by practicing the Yoga system—with de-
votion—one could realize Krishna, the Supreme Person.
But even then there were many pitfalls along the way. For
example, some yogis might become attracted by the de-
velopment of their mystic powers. The yogi who misuses
these powers for personal gain surely brings his spiritual
progress to a halt.

Other yogis, having realized the Paramatman, think that
they have realized the Absolute Truth in full, and therefore
do not go on to realize the Supreme Person, of Whom the
Supersoul is only a partial manifestation. Others are caused
to fall down by attraction for material sense enjoyment. The
senses are artificially controlled by the Yoga system, but
as soon as some opportunity for sense enjoyment presents
itself, the senses may again exert themselves to take ad-
vantage of it. Another mistake is to falsely identify the in-
dividual soul with the Supersoul, and again come to the faulty
conclusion that one is God Himself.

DEVOTIONAL SERVICE

The really intelligent transcendentalist will immediately
take shelter of the Lotus Feet of Krishna, and serve Him
with devotion. In this way he can know the Supreme Absolute
Truth in full, as the Supreme Person. Krishna is unknow-
able, but through His Grace, He may reveal Himself to his
devotees. Scriptures, and the great saints, the mahatmas,
tell us over and over again to simply surrender to God, and
in this way reach the perfectionoflife. Krishna is Sat-Chit-
Ananda Vigraha, the form of eternity, knowledge and bliss
in perfection. He is calling mankind to go back to home,
back to Godhead, trying to wake him up from the gross
dream of material life. He offers man a very simple pro-
cess, and the only possible obstruction to achieving the goal
is man’s own failure to accept it.

Of this devotional process, Lord Krishna in The Bhagavad
Gita says:

Surrendering all duties, seek refuge in Me alone. I
shall absolve you of all sins, so do not grieve.

And, in The Srimad Bhagwatam, the great sage Vyasadeva
writes:

Thus the enlivened man, affected by contact with
devotional service to the Lord, can positively have
scientific knowledge of the Personality of Godhead,
liberated from all material association. |END|
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DHARMA

the religion nobody
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by
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Das
Adhikary

Krishna Consciousness is thescience of Godrealization.
By this science, we can understand that all living entities
are parts and parcels of God. As samples of the Whole, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, we share the same quali-
ties as He. God is all blissful, and so, originally, we are
blissful. As He possesses all knowledge and as He is eternal,
similarly we, in our natural position, are eternal and
knowing. According to all authoritative Vedic Scriptures,
such as The Bhagavad Gita (Song of God), Srimad Bhagwatam,
and Upanishads, as well as The Holy Bible and Koran, the
difference between God and the living entities, or parts and
parcels, is that God is great and weare small. He is infinite
and we are infinitesimal. Since we are small parts and par-
cels of the Supreme, we are apt tobe covered by ignorance;
when this occurs, our bliss and eternity become temporarily
suspended. This ignorance is due to the misuse of our free
will. And true freedom for us is to act with dependence on
God, Who is the Absolute Truth, the Source from Whom
everything emanates. At the ultimate stage, the goal of life
for all human beings is to attain love of God as the topmost
perfection.

In this current age, material science is predominating
over all subjects, including the tenets of religion. It is,
therefore, a very enlivening matter that we can understand
the principles of eternal religion, or “Dharma,” from the

point of view of the modern scientist. The materialistic
scientist. however, too often takes for granted that the
ultimate source of energyis simply a material combination.
By execution of the spiritual science of devotional service
in Krishna Consciousness, one can understand the true
position of matter as a mass of ingredients only, whereas
the spirit is the Creator and mover. The Creator may re-
main unseen in the background, but that does not mean that
there is no Creator. All beings must learn the necessary
information whereby they can admit the existence of a gi-
gantic intelligence behind the gigantic form of the material
universe. The Supreme Being, Who has such a gigantic
intelligence—quantitatively greater than ours—is the ulti-
mate Creator, the all-attractive Personality of Godhead,
Sri Krishna.

The eternal religion, called in Sanskrit “Sanatan Dhar-
ma,” has no history of beginning or end. By the analytical
processes of modern science, we can see that Sanatan
Dharma is the business of all the living beings of the Uni-
verse. This Sanatan Dharma, being without bounds, is
necessarily non-sectarian. When a man professes tobelong
to a particular faith with reference totime and the circum- "~
stances of birth, then he claims to be a Hindu, Moslem,
Christian, Buddhist, etc. These are non-eternal designa-
tions. A Hindu may change his faith to become a Moslem,
or a Moslem may change his faith to become a Christian.
But in all circumstances, the change of religious faith does
not allow a person to change his eternal engagement—the
engagement of rendering service.

Service, according to the Vedic sources, is the eternal
“Dharma,” or religion of the living entity. Whatever pos-
ition one may be in—in terms of time or space—he is always
rendering service to someone outside himself. This is true
not only for man, but for all species of life without excep-
tion. And because itis aneternal engagement, the “religion”
of service can never begin or end or be transmuted. Its
existence is absolute, just as the spiritual existence of the
living being himself is absolute.

Krishna Consciousness means rendering direct and fa-
vorable service to the Source of everything. Only by the
process of direct service to the Lord can the living entity
become free from the transmigration of the soul through
the world of material miseries, characterized by disease,
old age, birth and death. Only by loving service can he go
back to Godhead, back to the eternal spiritual realm, and
take part in the eternal pleasure prevailing there.

In this present age, called the Age of Kali (hypocrisy and
quarrel), the method of liberation prescribed by the Serip-
tures is to chant the Holy Names of God continually. God
or Krishna is non-different from His Name, because He is
Absolute and all-powerful. Therefore He is in His Name.
God is everywhere, and so He is present in His Name. The
utterance of the Name “Krishna” is the establishment of a
transcendental sound vibration. By this simple process of
chanting the Absolute Names of God, as contained in the
Maha Mantra or Great Chanting—HARE KRISHNA, HARE
KRISHNA, KRISHNA KRISHNA, HARE HARE/HARE RAMA ,
HARE RAMA, RAMA RAMA, HARE HARE—one’s life will
become sublime. It is only a question of taking one’s already
existing ‘“religion,” or tendency to serve, and consciously
redirecting it tothe perfectobject of service, Krishna. Such
purified consciousness is the ultimate state of spiritual
achievement for the living entity.
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It’s natural for a humanbeing
to strive for an understand-
ing of his world. Tt’s also
natural for him to look for a
life of love, of peace, of hap-
piness, and to reject a so-
ciety which props itself up
on competition, hatred and
greed.

Now the important question
is: how do we go about ac-
tually perfecting society ? So
far, no one has been able to
answer—except with reme-
dies not much better than the
diseases themselves.

BACK TO GODHEAD, the
magazine of the Hare Krish-
na movement, offers a real
alternative. It is an instru-
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to a higher awareness of life
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